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WILDFLOWERS OF BENNETT SPRING STATE PARK

The Missouri Ozarks offer a rich diversity of flowering plants, from trees, vines and shrubs to grasses and
herbaceous plants.  Streamside habitats, rich bottomlands, dry cherty slopes and forest uplands provide
the variety of soils and moistures to provide a mosaic of landscapes.  This listing contains the 400
species of flowering plants currently known in the park.  Some species are grouped generally under a
single heading to simplify and shorten this list.

How to use this guide:

The wildflowers in this list are grouped by the predominant color of their bloom.   Because names of
wildflowers can vary from place to place, their scientific name is included for more definite identification.
In the event that there are several species within the genus of a hard to identify group of wildflowers, only
the genus is listed with "spp." and the number of species that may be found is in parentheses.  For further
identification of these genera, you may wish to consult Steyermark’s Flora of Missouri.  The flowers in this
list are also grouped in order of the first month in which they usually bloom and listed in order of where
they are in the current Missouri Wildflowers book (Missouri Department of Conservation, revised and
expanded edition 1998).  If they are listed in this book, the page number is included after the blooming
month(s).  If they are not listed in that book, there will be no page number.



WHITE

Common Name Scientific Name Blooming Dates Page No.

Common chickweed Stellaria media January-December --
Whitlow grass Draba cuneifolia February-May --
Spring beauty Claytonia virginica February-May 2
Bloodroot Sanquinaria canadensis March-April 3
May apple Podophyllum peltatum March-April 4
Peach Prunus persica March-April --
Whitlow grass Draba brachycarpa March-April --
Jagged chickweed Holosteum umbellatum March- May --
False garlic Nothoscordum bivalve March-May 5
Dutchman's breeches Dicentra cucullaria March-May 5
Serviceberry Amelanchier arborea March-May 6
Toothwort Cardamine concatenata March-May 7
Trout lily Erythronium albidum March-May 7
False rue anemone Isopyrum biternatum March-May 8
Rue anemone Anemonella thalictroides March-June 9
Spring cress Cardamine bulbosa March-June 9
Shepard's purse Capsella bursa May-November 10
Small-flowered bitter cress Cardamine parviflora March-July 222
Hawthorns Crataegus spp. (2) April 10
Wild plums Prunus spp. (3) April-May 11
Apple Pyrus malus April-May --
Black cherry Prunus serotina April-May 11
Wild strawberry Fragaria virginiana April-May 12
Wild hyacinth Camassia scilloides April-May 12
Golden seal Hydrastis canadensis April-May 13
Southern Black haw Viburnum rufidulum April-May 14
Corn salad Valerianella radiata April-May 14
Flowering dogwood Cornus florida April-May 15
American bladder-nut Staphylea trifolia April-May 16
White trillium Trillium flexipes April-May 17
Sicklepod Arabis canadensis April-June --
Wild chervil Chaerophyllum

   procumbens
April-June --

Peppergrass Lepidium virginicum April-June 223
Field penny cress Thlaspi arvense April-June --
Highbush huckleberry Vaccinium stamineum April-June 18
Dewberry Rubus flagellaris April-June 18
Philadelphia fleabane Erigeron philadelphicus April-June 18
Striped violet Viola striata April-June 257
Sweet cicely Osmorhiza claytonii April-June 19
Star of Bethlehem Ornithogalum umbellatum April-June 20
Hop tree Ptelea trifoliata April-June 21
Pussy's toes Antennaria plantaginifolia April-June 22
Long-leaved bluets Houstonia longifolia April-May 22
Thimbleweed Anemone virginiana April-August 23
Plantains Plantago spp. (5) April-October --
Water cress Rorippa nasturtium-

   aquaticum
April-October 24

Mouse-eared chickweed Cerastium vulgatum April-November --
Muliflora rose Rosa multiflora May-June 249



Common Name Scientific Name Blooming Dates Page No.
White (continued)

Black locust Robinia pseudo-acacia May-June 25
Solomon's seal Polygonatum bifloraosum May-June 26
False solomon's seal Maianthemum racemosum May- June 27
False gromwell Onosmodium subetosum May-July --
Ninebark Physocarpus opulifolius May-June 28
Goat's beard Aruncus dioicus May-July 29
Beard tongues Penstemon spp. (3) May-July 29
Bastard toadflax Commandra umbellata May-July 30
Wild hydrangea Hydrangea arborescens May-July 30
Swamp dogwood Cornus amomum May-July 31
Bedstraws Galium spp. (6) May-July 32
Spanish bayonet (Yucca) Yucca smalliana May-July 33
Indian physic Gillenia stipulata May-July 34
Elderberry Sambucus canadensis May-July 34
Spiked lobelia Lobelia spicata May-August 35
Ox-eye daisy Leucanthemum vulgare May-August 35
Dogbane Apocynum cannabinum May-August 36
Rattleweed Astragalus canadensis May-August 231
White water crowfoot Ranunculus longirostris May-September --
Moth mullein Verbascum blattaria May-September 36
Hedge bindweed Calystegia sepium May-September 37
Northern fog fruit Phyla lanceolata May-September 38
American feverfew Parthenium integrifolium May-September 38
Water hemlock Cicuta maculata May-September 39
Lizard's tail Saururus cernus May-September --
Morning glory Ipomea spp. (3) May-September 39
Calamint Satureja arkansana May-October --
Hairy feverfew Parthenium hispidum May-October 215
Forked chickweed Paronychia canadensis May-October --
Water speedwell Veronica comosa May-October --
Lamb's quarters Chenopodium album May-October --
White sweet clover Melilotus albus May-October 232
White clover Trifolium repens May-October --
Queen Anne's lace Daucus carota May-October 40
Leaf-cup Polymnia canadensis May-October 40
Jimson weed Datura stramonium May-October 41
Horse nettle Solanum carolinense May-October 42
Flowering spurge Euphorbia corollata May-October 43
Milfoil (Yarrow) Achillea millefolium May-November 43
New Jersey tea Ceanothus americanus May-November 44
Ginseng Panax quinquefolius June-July --
Bunchflower Melanthium virginicum June-August --
White prairie clover Dalea candida June-September 232
Prairie mimosa Desmanthus illinoensis June-August --
Hedge parsley Torilis japonica June-August 44
Culver's root Veronicastrum virginicum June-September 45
Starry campion Silene stellata June-September 45
Buttonbush Cephalanthus occidentalis June-September 46
Slender mountain mint Pycnathemum tenuifolium June-September 47
Hairy mountain mint Pycnathemum pilosum June-September 236
Common arrowhead Sagittaria latifolia June-October --
Gaura Gaura longiflora June-October 47



Common Name Scientific Name Blooming Dates Page No.
White (continued)

Pale indian plantain Caclia atriplicifolia June-October 48
Horseweed Conyza canadensis June-November 48
Cowbane Oxypolis rigidior July-September --
Joe-pye weed Eupatorium purpureum July-September 210
False boneset Kuhnia eupatorioides July-October --
Love vine (Dodder) Cuscuta gronovii July-October --
Bur cucumber Sicyos angulatus July-October --
White snakeroot Eupatorium rugosum July-October 49
Sweet everlasting Gnalphalium obtusifolium July-November --
Rattlesnake root Prenanthes aspera August-September --
Wingstem (White crownbeard) Verbesina virginica August-October 50
Tall thoroughwort Eupatorium altissimum August-October 50
Indian pipe Monotropa uniflora August-October 51
Elephant's foot Elephantopus carolinianus August-October 51
White heath aster Aster pillosus August-November 52
Ladies tresses orchids Spiranthes spp. (3) August-November 52

PINK

Common Name Scientific Name Blooming Dates Page No.

Henbit Lamium amplexicaule February-November 54
Redbud Cercis canadensis March-May 54
Rose verbena Glandularia canadensis March-November 55
Wild crab Malus ioensis April-May 55
Horsemint Monarda bradburiana April-June 56
Shooting star Dodecatheon meadia April-June 57
Wild geranium Geranium maculatum April-June 57
Violet wood sorrel Oxalis violacea April-June 58
Gill-over-the-ground Glechoma hederacea April-July --
Wild garlic Allium canadense April-July 197
Dead nettle Lamium purpereum April-October 59
Four-leaved milkweed Asclepias quadrifolia May-June 59
Carolina crane's bill Geranium carolinianum May-June 234
Dame's rocket Hesperis matronalis May-June --
Pasture rose Rosa carolina May-June 248
Mock pennyroyal Hedeoma hispids May-July --
Pale purple coneflower Echinacea pallida May-July 60
Wild bergamot Monarda fistulosa May-August 62
Goat's rue Tephrosia virginiana May-August 64
Common milkweed Asclepias syriaca May-August 64
Lespedezas Lespedeza spp. (9) May-September 65
Sensitive brier Schrankia nuttallii May-September 66
False dragonhead
   (Obedient plant)

Phystostegia virginiana May-September 67

Purple coneflower Echinacea purpurea May-October 68
Four-o'clock Mirabilis nyctaginea May-October 69
Deptford pink Dianthus armeria May-October 69
Smartweed Polygonum spp. (10) May-October 70
Catnip Nepeta cataria June-September --
Monkey flower Mimulus alatus June-September --
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Pink (continued)

Rose gentian Sabatia angularis June-September 70
Rough buttonweed Diodia teres June-October --
False pimpernel Lindernia anagallidea June-October --
Soapwort (Bouncing bet) Saponaria officinalis June-October 71
Milk pea Galactia volubilis July-September --
Pennyroyal Hedeoma pulegioides July-September --
Tick trefoil Desmodium spp. (10) July-September 72
Perennial phlox Phlox paniculata July-October 73
Blazing stars Liatris spp. (4) July-October 74
Wild onion Allium stellatum July-November 75
Gerardia Agalinis tenuifolia August-October 75

BLUE and PURPLE

Common Name Scientific Name Blooming Dates Page No.

Corn speedwell Veronica arvensis February-April --
Bluets Hedyotis crassifolia February-April 78
Bird's eye Veronica persica March-April --
Johnny-jump-up Viola rafinesquii March-May 79
Common violet Viola sororia March-June 79
Bluebells Mertensia virginica March-June 80
Gill-over-the-ground, Ground Ivy Glechoma hederacea March-July --
Leather flower Clematis pitcheri April-May --
Periwinkle Vinca minor April-May --
Bluestar Amsonia illustris April-May 82
Iris Iris spp. April-June --
Miami mist Phacelia giliodes April-June 235
Dwarf larkspur Delphininium tricorne April-June 83
Jacob's ladder Polemonium reptans April-June 83
Bird's foot violet Viola pedata April-June 84
Wild sweet william Phlox divaricata April-June 85
Prairie blue-eyed grass Sisyrinchium campestre March-June 86
Blue-eyed grass Sisyrinchium bermudiana March-June 196
Virginia waterleaf Hydrophyllum virginianum April-July 235
Venus' looking glass Triodanis perfoliata April-August 88
Hairy vetch Vicia villosa April-October 88
Carolina larkspur Delphinium carolinianum May-June 89
Purple milkweed Asclepias purpurascens May-July 90
Spiderwort Tradescantia ohiensis May-July 90
Ohio horsemint Blephilia ciliata May-August 91
Lead plant Amorpha canescens May-August 92
Self-heal (Heal all) Prunella vulgaris May-September 93
Narrow-leaved vervain Verbena simplex May-September 94
Ironweeds Veronia spp. (2) May-September 94
Chic ory Cichorium intybus May-October 96
Water willow Justica americana May-October 96
Dayflower Commelina communis May-October 97
Wild petunias Ruellia spp. (4) May-October 98
Skullcaps Scutellaria spp. (4) June-September 99
Germander Teucrium canadense June-September 99



Common Name Scientific Name Blooming Dates Page No.
Blue and Purple (continued)

Purple prairie clover Dalea purpurea June-September 100
Bull thistle Cirsium vulgare June-September 100
Blue hearts Buchnera americana June-September --
Winged loosestrife Lythrum alatum June-September 101
Indian tobacco Lobelia inflata June-October 224
Musk thistle Carduus nutans June-October 102
Tall bellflower Campanula americana June-October 102
False pennyroyal Isanthus brachiatus July-October --
Tall thistle Cirsium altissimum July-October 103
Blue waxweed Cuphea petiolata July-October --
Mist flower Eupatorium coelestinum July-October 104
Oblong-leaf aster Aster oblongifolius July-November 104
Dittany (Wild oregano) Cunila origanoides July-November 105
Purple cudweed Gnalphalium purpureum August-September --
Wild lettuce Lactuca spp. (4) August-October 105
Blue lobelia Lobelia siphilitica August-October 106
New England aster Aster novae-angliae August-October 107
Downy gentian Gentiana puberula September-November --
Beefsteak plant Perilla frutescens August-October 108

RED and ORANGE

Common Name Scientific Name Blooming Dates Page No.

Red maple Acer rubrum March-April 110
Columbine Aquilegia canadensis April-July 111
Indian paintbrush Castilleja coccinea April-July 112
Day lily Humerocallis fullva May-August 113
Trumpet creeper Campsis radicans May-August 114
Butterfly weed Asclepias tuberosa May-September 116
Jewelweed (Spotted touch-me-not) Impatiens capensis May-October 116
Pinesap Monotropa hypopithys June-October 117
Cardinal flower Lobelia cardinalis July-October 118
Royal catchfly Silene regia July-October --

YELLOW

Common Name Scientific Name Blooming Dates Page No.

Common dandelion Taraxacum officinale January-December --
Daffodil Narcissis spp. February-April --
Fragrant sumac (Aromatic sumac) Rhus aromatica March-April 120
Yellow violet Viola pubescens March-May 120
Spicebush Lindera benzoin March-May 121
Harvey's buttercup Ranunculus harveyi March-May 121
Early buttercup Ranunculus fasicularis March-May 246
Crowfoot Ranunculus micranthus March-May 247
Hoary puccoon Lithospermum canescens March-June 123
Hispid Buttercup Ranunculus hispidus March-June 124
Black medick Medicago lupulina March-November 124
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Yellow (continued)

Sassafras Sassafras albidum April-May 125
Yellow honeysuckle Lonicera flava April-May 126
Pale corydalis Corydalis flavula April-May 126
Yellow star grass Hypoxis hirsuta April-May 127
Lousewort (Wood betony) Pedicularis canadensis April-May 127
Bellwort Uvularia grandiflora April-May 128
Long bracted wild indigo Baptisia bracteata April-June 128
Meadow parsnip Thaspium trifoliatum April-June 129
Common cinquefoil Potentilla simplex April-June 129
Squaweed Senecio obovatus April-June 130
Prairie parsley Polytaenia nuttallii April-June 130
Black snakeroot Sanicula gregaria April-June --
Hairy-jointed meadow parsnip Thaspium barbinode April-June 199
Golden alexander Zizia aurea April-June 131
Yellow rocket Barbarea vulgaris April-June 132
Small yellow ladies slipper Cypripedium calceolus

   parviflora
April-June --

Spring avens Geum aruenum April-June --
Black mustard Brassica nigra April-November 134
Yellow coneflower Echinacea paradoxa May-June 134
Japanese honeysuckle Lonicera japonica May-July 224
Yellow pimpernel Taenida intererrima May-July --
Hooked crowfoot Ranunculus recurvatus May-July 247
Goat's beard Tragopogon dubius May-July 136
Missouri evening primrose Oenothera macrocarpa May-August 137
Rattle weed Astragalus canadensis May-August 231
Loosestrife Lysimachia lanceolata May-August 137
Rough-fruited cinquefoil Potentilla recta May-August 138
False dandelion Krigia biflora May-August 138
Coreopsis Coreopsis spp. (3) May-September 207
Ground cherry Physalis longifolia May-September 139
Mullein Verbascum thapsus May-September 140
St. John's wort Hypericum spp. (7) May-September 141
Pencil flower Stylosanthes biflora May-September 141
Gray-headed coneflower Ratibida pinnata May-September 142
Sunflowers Heliopsis spp. (5) May-September 142
Clammy hedge hyssop Gratiola neglecta May-October --
Black-eyed susan Rudbeckia hirta May-October 143
Pale touch-me-not Impatiens pallida May-October 221
Horse nettle Solanum carolinense May-October --
Yellow wood sorrel Oxalis stricta May-October 144
Yellow sweet clover Melilotus officinale May-October 144
False dandelion Pyrrhopappus carolinianus May-October 145
Pineapple weed Matricaria matricariodes May-October --
Wingstem (Yellow crownbeard) Verbesina helianthoide May-October 145
Hawkweed Hieracium gronovii May-October 147
False loosestrife Ludwigia alternifolia June-August 148
Yellow passion flower Passiflora lutea June-August 148
False foxglove Seymeria macrophylla June-September --
Prickly sida Sida spinosa June-October 150
Evening primrose Oenothera biennis June-October 151
Goldenrods Solidago spp. (6) June-October 152
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Yellow (continued)

Partridge pea Chamaecrista fasiculata June-October 152
Bitterweed (Sneezeweed) Helenium amarum June-October 153
Purple-headed sneezeweed Helenium flexuosum June-November 210
Brown-eyed susan Rudbeckia triloba June-November 154
Wild senna Senna marilandica July-August 155
Western false foxglove Aureolaria grandiflora July-September 251
Yellow giant hyssop Agastache nepetoides July-September --
Cup-plant Silphium perfoliatum July-September 155
Prairie dock Silphium terebinthinaceum July-September 156
Compass plant Siliphium laciniatum July-September 219
Agrimony Agrimonia spp. (3) July-September --
Fern-leaved false foxglove Aureolaria pectinata August-September 158
Beggar's tick (Stick tight) Bidens spp. (5) August-October 159

GREEN

Common Name Scientific Name Blooming Dates Page No.

Early meadow rue Thalictrum dioicum April-May 247
Lowbush blueberry Vaccinium vacillans April-May 162
Wild gooseberry Ribes missouriense April-May 163
Ohio buckeye Aesculus glabra April-May 164
Alum root Heuchera richarsonii April-June 164
Jack-in-the-Pulpit Arisaema triphyllum April-June 165
Green dragon Arisaema dracontium April-June 166
Green violet Hybanthus concolor April-June 167
Grapes Vitis spp. (3) April-July 167
Poison ivy Toxicodendron radicans May-July 168
Smooth Sumac Rhus glabra May-July 170
Winged sumac (Dwarf) Rhus copallina May-September 198
Pokeweed Phytolacca americana May-October 171
Stinging nettle Laportea canadensis June-August 171
Rattlesnake master Eryngium yuccifolium July-August 173
Giant ragweed Ambrosia trifida July-September 173
Climbing false buckwheat Polygonum scandens July-November 174

BROWN and MAROON

Common Name Scientific Name Blooming Dates Page No.

Pawpaw Asimina triloba March-May 176
Wild ginger Asarum canadense April-May 177
Trillium (Wake robin) Trillium sessile April-June 178
Climbing milkweed Matelea decipiens May-June 178
Large twayblade Liparis lilifolia May-June --
Horse gentian Triosteum perfoliatum May-July 180
Carpenter's square (Figwort) Scrophularia marilandica July-October 180


