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Ben White



Main Street 101



What is Main Street?
 Organization – National Main Street Center and Missouri 

Main Street Connection, non-profit organizations. 

 Methodology focused on economic development to 
revitalize older, traditional districts.

 Network that connects communities, coordinating 
programs and downtown professionals.

 Brand that is a registered trademark and seen as the 
premier downtown revitalization program.

 Advocates a return to community self-reliance, local 
empowerment and the rebuilding of traditional commercial 
districts based upon their unique assets.



Why Main Street?
“There is simply no more 
cost-effective economic 
development program of 
any type, on any scale, 
anywhere in the country 
than Main Street…”

-Donovan Rypkema



180+ 
communities



Main Street by the Numbers



Main Street by the Numbers



Because …MAIN STREET WORKS! 



HOW?
Through the Main Street 4-Point Approach!

a methodology to revitalize older,
 traditional business districts



COMPREHENSIVE FOCUS TO REVITALIZATION 
THROUGH THE MAIN STREET APPROACH

Work with partners and 
community to position 

downtown as a center of 
community activity, promote its 
positive image, and market its 

unique assets

Social (Promotion)

Work with property and 
business owners and partners 

to enhance downtown’s 
physical appearance while 
preserving the community, 

historic identity, and character

Physical (Design)

Bring the community 
together to build consensus,  

volunteer, invest, partner, 
and add resources to the 

revitalization efforts

Civic (Organization) Economic (Econ. Vitality)

Work with existing and 
potential businesses, property 

owners, and partners to 
strengthen and grow the local 

economic base

Main Street efforts must be comprehensive!
Develops partners

Main Street is economic development.
Develops spaces Develops business Develops customers





Business Retention

Monroe City, MO



Business Recruitment

Trenton, MO



Business Recruitment

Joplin, MO



Housing

Joplin, MO





Chillicothe, MO

Facade Improvements



Beautification

Pleasant Hill, MO Clinton, MO



Wayfinding

Brookfield, MO



Placemaking

Independence, MO



Historic Preservation

Chillicothe, MO





Image-Building Events

Chillicothe, MO Washington, MO



Retail/Business Events

Excelsior Springs, MO
Brookfield, MO



Special Events

Chillicothe, MO



Selling Downtown

Excelsior Springs, MO





Selling the Organization

Brookfield, MO
Joplin, MO



Fundraising

Harrisonville, MO
Chillicothe, MO



Organization—Volunteer

Volunteer



Creating Partnerships

Marceline, MO



Engage With Us





Mornings on Main

MAY 8, GREEN INITIATIVES ON MAIN STREET



Dr. Is In Consultation



Facebook

MoMainStreet.org

Resource 
Library

Instagram

Twitter/X

Downtown 
Chat

.

Telephone 
consultations

Newsletter

Grant Resource 
Directory

Mornings on 
Main

.

10 Ways to Connect with Missouri Main Street



Thank You!

Ben White
Senior Program Specialist
816-560-1722
Ben@momainstreet.org
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