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METHODOLOGY AND RECOMMENDATIONS

i"hase | of the Webb City Cultural Resources Survey focused on a fourteen-block
downtown area bounded by Galena Street on the north, Webb Avenue on the west, Third Street
on the souts. and Tom Avenue on the cast. The Webb City Preservation Commitiee’s
contractual agreement with the Missourt Historic Preservation Program required a survev of
approxirately seventy properttes. An imtial inspection of buildings at least fifty vears old
within the surveyv arca revealed considerably fewer than the seventy required properties.
Consequently. the survey was extended to include both sides of the boundary streets: eighty
properties were inventorted within this expanded arca.

Fach of the eighty properties was physicaliv spected and, as anticipated m the approved
Researc besign, fell within the histonic contexts of mining, manutacturing and commercial
deveiopment. (A more compiete historical framework can be constructed upon conclusion of ail

i
1

phases ¢f the Webb City survey, as additional contexts such as transportation will be disclosed.)

On-site wvaiuation was augmented by research in the Webb City Library, Springficld-Greene
County .ib:ary, Southwest Missourt State University library, Missourt State Archives, and the
Missour: Historic Preservation Program archives. The final survey product consists of ¢cighty

compivied Nissournt Historic Preservation Program inventory forms accompanied by S" 1 7
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ite photos, @ map identifying cach of the surveyed propertics and all potestial
i
historic «districts. and an interim survey report.
The following Historical and Architectural Context sections will establish the relevance

of mininz. manufacturing and commercial development to the built environment. Within these



contexis histone resources could be grouped 1nto four tustoric districts for consideration as
poteniad rominees to the National Register of Historic Places. First, a northern cominercial
district  Two butidings in the district, 208, 210, 212 N. Mam and 101 & 103 W. Daugherty, are
questivoaable, possessing less integrity than others within the district. Otherwise, if all buildings

1.

are accopied there would be no non-coniributing properties. Second, a southern commercial

district which would include four small non-contributing propertics and one questionable
Third. & residential district which, with further survev, might be expanded considerablv and
could b detined by Victortan and Craftsman motifs. The church property at [ [5 W, Third and
the two smail houses directly north, 215 and 209 S. Webb, would be non-contributing properties.
Finallv. a smail commercial district containing 27 & 29 S. Main and 25 S. Main, two sunilar
brick retali butldings. T'wo structures which might be eligibie individually or could be appended
to adjacent districts are the Webb City Bank Butiding at 100 N. Main and the Nauonal Mills
building at i 10 W. Church. The Cardinal Scale Company Stamping Division building located at
201 L. isroadway has some merit, but probably would not be individually ehigible and 1s further
froin u distiict. {See accompanying map for specific boundaries and contributing properties.)
i'he icast expensive but most limited approach to placing properties on the Nationai
Regisicr ol Historie Places would be to write a singie district nomination. The best long-range
prescivation plan, however, would be to subnut a multipie property document. This would
catath more work and greater inttial cost, but it would provide the background and context for all
subsequant National Register nominations 1n Webb City, whether they embrace districts or

single properties.



HISTORICAL CONTEXT

1

..ike the mythical Greek goddess Athena, who sprang full-grown from her faiher’s head,
so did Webhb City spring nearly full grown from the mine shafts sunk around it. from the 1875
discovery of lead untii Webb City’s fifth birthday 1880, it inctamorphosized from fann land
owned v John C. Webb to a town of nearly 1,600 living within its limits and 400 to 600 more
mmmediateiy outside. (Livingston, 212)

v.ving within the richly endowed Tri-State Mining District fead belt of Missourr.
Oklahoma and Kansas, ihe rapid growth of Webb City was not anomalous. Lead had been
mined by mdividuals as carly as 1852 at what would become the town of Miersville (later
Oronogo) and near Sarcoxie, Jasper County s first settlement. (Atlas, 22, 10) In nearby Newton
County . however, southwest Missouri’s first commercial lead mining operation was begun in the
carly 185Uy by the Granby Mining and Smelting Company, organized by St. Louis investors.
Granby MVing principais included Peter E. Blow and Henry T. Blow, the President and General
Manage © (VicGregor, 30; Livingston, 163) (A well-connected St. Louis business man, ticnry T.

o~

wouid i.wi serven the U.S, Congress and as Minister to Brazil.y Despite early efforts, the Civil
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War intorrupied fead mining operations in southwest Missourt. In 1867 mining resumed at
Minersyiiic. stthough on a larger scale due to the interest of the Granby Mining and Smcling
Company i1 obtained control of eighty acres near the prewar mine sites, leased lots to
prospeciors and purchased ore from them. (McGregor, 30, 31; Livingston, 79)

ko retrospect, [870 seemed to mark the beginning of what could be termed a “lead rush”

tn southwest Missourt. That year the Granby Company oftered a $500 bonus to any miner who,



within & specified time, mined the greatest amount of ore on its land. Apparently this incentive
proved «fiectve: thirty years later the success of the winners was credited with stimulating an
influx oi muners and investors to the Jophin area. (McGregor, 32) Bemjamin T. Stults, who

1

moved o thie Webb City arca in 1868 and witnessed first-hand the rapid change from wilderness
to munng district deseribed it in dispinted terms. “Now this country 13 Settled up & big fead &
zine mires where we used to hunt. Now about haif way between Oronoga & Webb City there
was a Pond of water, high grass & brush. A Spring boild out in the Pond. Oh, that was a lovely
place to hunt  The deer was around there any time we went out to hunt them. & out Farther in
the valiey the Strawberry was So thick one could sit down & pick all they wanted with out
pitting up. Just acres of Strawberries there & all went to loss for want of Some one to Pick
them. s we called the happy hunting ground--Most a garden of Eaden, but now the garden of
Mines ~ { Siuits)

buuailv, nuning efforts concentrated on galena, or lead ore, and the zine blende that
often accompanied it was merely thrown aside as waste. Although its value had been discovered
by a Ger-nan chemist in 1848 1t was not until after 1866, when St. Louisan George H.
Hessiemver initiated experiments with zine biende found in tailings at the Potosi icad mines, that
it began . be viewed in Missouri as a commodity. A company agent of Hesslemyer's newly-
orgariized Missourt Zine Company vistted the Granby mines in 1872 and secured zine siiicate
trom lesd nune dumps at no cost. Upon learning of this, Henry T. Blow reportediy telegraphed
the Granbv operation an order to give away no more. The first zinc blende subsequently sold at

Granby brought $2.00 a ton. (Livingston. 163) Although it was never as protitable as lead, this

marked the end of zinc as a useless lead mining by-product and the beginning of its commercial



expioitition in Missouri.'
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pound s of fead ore. Webb consulted W AL Daugherty, nearby Carterviile’s first nmming
devcloper: Daugherty was apparently optimistic about the deposits on Webb’s land; the two
men formed a partnership to mine it. Webb, however, soon sold his partnership interest to
Granvilie P, "Grant” Ashceraft, who marketed the first carload of galena from what would
become Webb City. Webb would never again be actively involved in mining, but amassed a

conswderabie fortune from mining leases and rovalties and the sale of town lots. (Livingston,

‘Uwas within the context of an area energized by the possibility of great mineral wealth
that Jolii . Webb filed a town plat in 1875, From there Webb City grew by leaps and bounds.
[n 18706 the town was incorporated and four additions were platted; in 1877 six more were

platted. in 1830 the town had 1,588 residents within the city limits. By 1890 Webb City had

L.eud and zinc both found ready markets. The heaviest and softest of common metals,
Jead rewists attack by air, water and many chemicals, making it useful for a varicty of
manutactured products. First among these was paint; it was also utilized for lead shot and
bullets, solder. water pipes, blasting caps and with the beginning of automobile mass production,
as a tues additive and for storage batteries. Although an understanding of the dangers of {ead
have curtaifod its use i many products, zine was and still is used for galvanizing other metals
and as an atioy 1a the manutacture of brass.

“Daugherty had, over time, interests in the Centre Creek Mining and Smelting Company,
which Later feased all of Webb's land for mining; the C al‘[crv‘iﬂc Mining and Smeiung Company,
and the l-ureka Mining and Smelting Company. (Atlas, 22, 39)
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grown (o 5,043, population reached 9,201 in 1900, and 11.817 by 1910. (Livingston, 224, 567)
This represented an incicase of 644% in thirty years.
Webb City's growth was fueled by lead mining, of course, and a sampling of its 18§76

~
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poputation reflected this. Information on twenty-three town peopie indicated that sixteen were

imvoh ed inmaning or smelting, five were carpenters or masons, and only two provided
coneitional commiunity services: one biacksmith and one doctor. The origins of town
resident s revealed not only the diversity of their previous homes. but also the wide-ranging
importance ot @ major lead strike: four relocated from Ohio, three from [Hhinots, and two each
trom Indiana. Pennsvlvania. Tennessee, Arkansas and Canada. Single individuals came from
Kentucky. North Carolina, Wisconsin, Germany. and England. Only one resident was a native of
Jasper County  (Atlas, 30) Several conclusions can be drawn. First, this strike was noteworthy
enougit 10 be news throughout a wide geographic range. Second, a major lead strike was
undersicod das an cconomic opportunity significant enough to draw pcople from other states and
countnes. | hird, early town occupations seemed to fall within two specialized categones:
mining, ot altending to the needs of those who muned. Fourth, the population had a disunctiy
heteroge neous flavor: tius was not an area domuinated by native Jasper Countians.

The weaith to be had here was relative, however. Although in 1893 there were estimated
to be up o 780 mines mside the city himis of Webb Ciiy and Carterville and many more within
a ntic’s proxiinty, nincteenth-century minming methods were characterized as crude, mining
tracts as small (100 to 200 square feet), and leasing as the common routine. This may have been

partlv due to land values: undeveloped properties which seemed promising sold for $30 to $100

an acre. prospected but undeveloped fand known to have ore brought $100 to $200 per acre:



developed tracts near producing mines went for $250 to $1,000 an acre. One 200 square foot jot

o

sold for $48.600 plus a twenty-two and onc-half percent royalty paid to the seller. Even larger
leases could be quite pricey; one six-year lease of forty acres near Webb City cost $100,000 plus

ten percen royatties. (MGS, Vil S and VI vin, ix j So uniess a miner had a supstantial nest
cge upen annal, he hikely owned a tract smali enough to be measured in square feet or he
worked upen the land feased by a mining company.

No matter how 1t was distributed, though, wealth did tlow from the Webb Citv. The
value ot combined lead and zing sales for the miming district center around Jasper County
amounted 1o $3.367 687 in 1890, $7.992.106 in 1900, and $14,262.204 in [910. The 1911
reports tor the same atea, which included Joplin, Duenweg, Alba, Oronogo, Reeds, Carthage and
Sarcoxie, aliocated the biggest share, totaling $3,256,982, to Webb City and Carterville.
(Livingston. 449, 450)  As early as 1876 the Centre Creek Mining and Smelting Company,
which leased all of John C. Webb's land, was producing between 6,000 and 7,000 pounds of
lead per week and 200,000 pounds of zinc per week. (Atlas, 22) One lot alone, covering only
200 squ aic icet, produced more than $300,000 worth of iead and zinc ore. (MGS. VI viii) And
with 1 ey w spend and invest came development of the town itseif,

fhie decade of the 1880s was one of great change for Webb

City. Population grew from

approxinaicty 1800 to over 5,000, the city mits were extended, the town became a third class

1 /T

ratier o fourth class eity, and cominercial development surged ahead. (Livingston, 212, 567
299) A hstot thutv-nine businesses revealed that a wide range of goods and services catered to
residems” vanied needs and wants. There were three hotels, ten vendors of foodstutts. two

drugstores cight dry goods outlets, a lumber vard. harness maker, and photographer; three



busines:¢s specializing in hardware and/or mners” supplies, a foundry, the Webb City Bank
(1882 wnd the Exchange Bank (1889), a restaurant/oyster parior, transfer company, and for
times whien nothing else would do, an undertaking establishment. (Livingston, 297, 298, 306)
Many ol these businesses did not survive the two catactysmic downtown fires of the 1880s, but
therr foxs resutied m the 1889 formation of a volunteer fire departiment under the direction of

Chief Henny Assistant Chief T. C. “Tom™ Hayden. It is difficult to image the ranid
J o
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change witnessed by residents during this decade: Webb City transtormed 1tseli” from a rough-
and-tumbic miner’s camp to a town in which the second leap year ball was held at the Webb
City Opera House. (Livingston, 301.304)

| he extant man made environment 1s a reminder of the prosperity that mining brought
and the cconomic development it spurred. Homes such as Joseph Aylor's, W. S, Chinn's and
Andrew MoCorkle’s on Webb Avenue attest to prosperity which also subsidized the construction
of dowtizown commerciai buildings which proudly bore names such as Wanng, Hayden. and
Dermoti or stood as monuments to their ongins, such as the Zine Ore Building. Street names,
too, are renunders of the town's origin: Daugherty Street connects Webb City with Carterville,

M 1

Daugheriy and which is stili dotted with mine dumps, and Tom Street carrics the name of
Withiam Toms, who operated a fead furmnace on Bens Branch between W.C. and Carterviile from
1876 unni ws 1880 destruction by fire.’ (Livingston, 214) Remaining structures are, too.

reminders that not all Webb City residents had the opportunity to attend the Opera House ball;

more ordinary houses which began as simple two-room hall and parlor homes on Webb and Tom

‘Fariy Sanborn maps show the street name as “Toms™ rather than the modern “Tom.”
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Avernius attest o the fact that not everyone in Webb City was getting nich.

Atier the Crvil War Jasper County had remained remote from rail service for scveral

1 .

years, v iih most goods {reighted overiand to Boonville or Linn Creek, then boated to St Louts.

Aficr 136%, when the Missouri River, Fort Scott and Guif Railway went through castern Kansas,
the neares: raithead--Baxter Springs--was only tweaty witles distant. In 1872 Jasper County's
first i Jese, the Memphis, Carthage and Northwestern Railway, passed through Sarcosie,
Carthaye and Qronogo imto Kansas. In 1878 a branch of this ine connected Oronogo with Jophin
via Weob Citv, and 1in 1880 the Missouri River, Fort Scott and Gulf Railway extended east from
Baxter springs to Joplin, Webb City. and Carterville. (About this time the line became known
as the kansas City, Fort Scott and Memphis Railway.) (McGregor, 26-28) In 1889 the tirst
section ot witat would finally become the Kansas City and Southern Railway was compicted
from Cowskin River in McDonald County to Joplin.'  (Livingston, 265)

improved transportation could only have encouraged the progressive changes in Webb
City during the 1890s. Population rose eightv-two percent during this period, from shightly over
5.000 to 9201 (McGregor, 51) Mining continued to be increasingly remunerative, with the
excepun of o four-year period beginning in 1893 when an cconomic panic depressed thie prices

VoSN |

of fead vnd 2inic 1o a pre-1890 devel. By 1897, however, sales had topped the previous high and
resutned upward growth, (Livingston, 330) Visible evidence of this was construction of the one

hundred roamn Newland Hotel on Atlen (Main) Street tin 1891, (Livingston, 336)

I - was also during the 1890s that Webb City transportation entered a new era with the

“The Kansas City and Southern, origimally the Splitlog Railway, was conceived in 1887
by wealthy MeDonald County resident Mathias Split, as an avenuc running frony the gutf of
Mexico 10 kansas Citv.



construc:ion of local electric rait hnes. In 1889 Spangfieldian A. H. Rogers built a mule-
powered stiect car line from Webb City to Carterviile. Only four years later this operation
ceasced wihien Rogers organized the Southwest Missourt Electric Rathway Company and opened a

i1 11
¥

hine thrcugh Joptin, Webb City, Carterviile and Prospenty. According to one account, Webb

is viewed this development with a jaundiced eye, fearing the loss of their business
to Joptin The Wehb City mayor appeased them and boosted his town considerably by inserting
a ¢lause in the franchise which required all the railway facilities--car barns, oftices, repair shops,
ete.--to b {ocated tn Webb Citv. (Livingston, 328) In 1895 another line, the Jasper County
Electric Raviroad Company. built a line from Carthage to Carterville to connect with the
Southwost Vhissourt Electric. '{'he two lines later consolidated under the latter, extending to
Galena, Kansas. This compieted a twenty-eight mile road from Carthage to Galena through
Cartervilie. Webb City and Joplin, with a branch Iine to Prosperity. (McGregor, 29) Fares were
low and cass ran every half hour, making transportation among the towns of Jasper County a
simpic matier. And like many early railroads, the Southwest Missourn Electnc encouraged
pleasurc excursions by maintaining parks at different spots along the line. One of the imost

.1 . . -

popular at itie turn of the century was Lakeside, located on Center Creek between Carthiage and
Cartenvitle (McGregor, 29)

~hue clectrie rattway, lihe mining, became an influential part of Webb City life. The
Electiie Rutway Club, formed by miembers of the line, began holding annual banquets 1 1904,
[n 1910 the railway company and founder A. H. Rogers built a club house for the Electric Club.,
a building which stifl graces Webb city. Continued expansion resulted in a hine that, by 1912,

-~

emploved more than 250, over half of whom lived in Webb City, and operated in excess of

10



seventy-inties of {ine, compnising one of the nation’s largest inter-urban systems. (Livingston,
330, 505, Mo, H.P.P., Maddie West Hotel Nomination)

Perhaps the most tangibie evidence of the electric rail line’s importance was the
reorienang of downtown toward 1ts route. Inside the survey arca the electric rail tine ran ¢ast on
Dauglic iy to Allen, then south on Allen. Around 1902 the street names were changed to reflect

the new fugu- of

.

s

ihe town; what was Allen became Main and was renumbered; what was Main
became Broadwav. As part ot this realignment the commercial building at the northwest corner
of newiv-named Main and Broadway underwent extensive remodeling to become the Middle
West Howei. the renovation included shifting the facade from the north to the west, facing the
troilev iine (Mo, H.P.I’., Middle West Hotcl Nomination) The two drug stores on the
northwest and northeast corners of Daugherty and Main, Jackson Drug Company (now Bruner
Pharmacy ) and the Electrie Drug Store (now the Bradbury Bishop deli), both served as clectnic
rail line steps, with the Electric’s name indicating that purpose. (Dunham’s, n.p.)

+hie twentieth century seemed to give new impetus to expanding industry and
increasiagly diverse commercialism. The biock of business butldings just south of the Avior
home reached compietion in the century’s first decade, as did commercial buildings on the 100

I\I

bilock of South Main, the 10 block of §

© 8y

outh Main, the 100 and 200 biock of North Main, the 10

T
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wreh and the 160 block of both East and West Broadway and East and Wes
Daughery  Asound 1920 the Elder Manufacturing Company constructed a plant at 110 West
Church ior the production of men’s shirts. Although the local economy still depended on

mining. .« diversity of downtown commercial enterprises accompaned the town's growing and

cash-cari ving cconomy.
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Much of southwest Missoun’s history is a rural one, dependent on subsistence farming

suppicn-enied by hunting and typified by a primarily non-cash economy. The history of Webb
City, in comrast, has a distinctiy urban flavor. Because of its roots in a successfui commercral
cnterprise wiich was tied (0 other areas, St. Louts and Potost in particular, Webb City was
srounded i1 4 modem economy marked by entreprencurshin. industey. and specialization of
grounded 1 a modern economy marked by entreprencurship, industry, and specialization o

Vol
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ARCIHTECTURAL CONTEXT

INTRODUCTION

Within ths survey, Webb City Architecture falls into two overlapping phases. The first,
which bogins about 1890, corresponds with the building boom brought about by mining in so far
as that boom s stifl reflected i standing architecture. This phase 1s charactenzed by a vanetv of
Victorian sivies and lasts into the early Twentieth Century. The second phase begins during the
first decade of the Twentieth Century and continues 1nto the early 1930's. [t 1s characterized by
the more stabie geometnes ot the early Twentieth Century classical styles and continues on to
vanous <xamples of Deco design in commercial architecture. This second phase 1s retlected n
the Crairsiman bungaiow styie in residential buildings. It corresponds with the growth ot
manufaciuning in the Webb City economy. An additional theme which is related to this growth
of manutacturing, but which will not be developed m this report, 1s factory architecture. While
several facturies began operation, and some still operate in the area surveyed, only one did so in
a buiidu g designed to be a factory. However, there are a number of factory buiidings in Webb
City outside the area sunveyed and should additional surveys take piace factory architcciure
might weil become an important theme.

The one buillding intended to be a factory from the first 1s 110 West First Street. H begain
as a ganaent tactory and 1s stiff used as such. It is a ssmple low brick building with stepped
gables and industrial sash windows. While 1t has been extended to the south, 1t sull retains a

high levii of extertor mtegrnity.



DOWN TOWN CITY SCAPE
iichard Longstreth developed a system of classification for commercial buildings based

upon the composition of their principal facades. In this section Longstreih's basic concept of the

facade vait be extended as a means of charactenizing the commercial street and district.

(Longsticth 1 Wells, Perspectives 1n Vernacuiar Architecture §, pp. 12-23)

I he principal tacade of a downtown commercial building tfunctions as part ot the wall
which detines the street space, or the sides of the town square space. The importance the
building projects by its presence ts not its individual volume and existence, but rather that itis a
part of au nnportant cominercial street scape. It may carry an emblem of its interior commercial
identity sut sty importance is as a composition and an element in the street scape total. Normally,
it follow s the street's rules. Those rules infer an often unacknowledged aesthetic umity. Down
towns. raostiy stull surviving in small towans, retain elements of these rules that govern, or once
governed, i1ts commercial street space.

According to Longstreth, commercial facades may be divided mnto zones for
classificatioi by composition. They form one part, two part, two vertical part types, cic. The
lowest part is the side walk fevel, as 1t defines the space of the sidewalk on the same side of the
strect and 1 asmed at the perceptions of the pedestrian. The upper tevels of a building become
functior 4 for people on the opposite side of the street. The zone which marks the juncture
between lovwer and upper is the location for signage and emblem. Usually, 1t 1s here that a
statemer-t 1 made about the intenor nature, character, 1dentity or function ot the building.

In tie traditional commercial downtown the commercial value is established by frontage

on the pancipal streets or square. Consequently, the commercial area will normally be platted

i4



so that the commercial 1ots are long and narrow with the arrow ends fronting on the principal

strects of square. Buildings will ceflect this frontage system. Normally the principal facade of

the butiding will compictely {ill the width of these long narrow lots and be built right on the
fotrsidenalih hine along the principal street. The building will extend well back into the lot, often
{0 Hs rear terminus on an atley or secondary street. The result 1s a long narrow buiiding if its
width = that of a singie Tot. The building will have one principal facade if it is in the center of a
block. & principal and a secondary facade i1t 15 on a corner. The other exterior walls will be
considered tnvisible as in fact they are if they are party walls. But even if they extend above the
adjacent busidings or 1f the adjacent lots are vacant they will be treated as if they would not be
ween

i he commercial bay 1s some simple division of the lot width so that the sidewalk level of
the poncrpal facade will be one, two, three ete. bays wide; or the bays will be divided for doors
and other fenestration detatls. While it may seem complex, the standard ot widths together with
standard buriding elements resuit n a simple mathematical sequence of vertical divisions along
the sttect scape, including not only buildings but also the spaces between buiidings along the
strect. 1 s vertical rhythm 1s one of the ways unity 1s established among all the facades on the
tradritor al dowatown sircet even though they may represent a wide varicty of construction times.
While the sidewalk level fronts of these commeercial buildings can be and were often changed, as
was ofte 1 thie case tn Webb City, if the basic thythin of the bays s retained something of the
bastc landscape 15 retained as well. When a recent building without the same bav or tacade

conventions s introduced the unity of the street will be disrupted. Such a disruption 1s more

severe thal the simple loss of a building and the resulting vacant space.

p—i
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REGIONAL QUALITIES

White the basic forms of the Webb City down town arc essentially ubiquitous in medium
sized dowrn towns from the Jate 19th and early Twentieth Centunies, there are a few features
which z ¢ regional in characier. Two of these relaling to materials are common enough to be
worthy of notice and may be valuable in further architectural research in the arca.

Several of the buildings surveved had tron columns on their street front facades which
had the name JOPLIN MACHINE WORKS, a Joplin foundry, cast into their base. Further
research would be needed to discover how large this foundry was and how vaned were 1its
product- and how wide spread was their use. 'The examples found suggest that a good deal of the
structur.t tron used 1n Webb City came from that source.

Otier elements of structural 1ron were also distinctive, if not regronally umque. for
instance cight butidings exhibited the use of structural I-beams for support over the front
window arva 1n the street zone which were fixed in place by a sequence of rosette beam anchors.
The bundings surveyed were: 113-117 Daugherty; 10 Y2, 20-12, 25, 27-19, 105, 114 and 201
South Mair. Another five buildings exhibited the use of iron star shaped masonry wall anchors
in their - ide walls. (The bulldings surveyed were: 110-12 North Tom; 25, 27-19, 114, and 201~

N

205 Souwh Main

N

Ciuadly, most distinctive was the common use of light grey limestone on the facades of

many biildings which were otherwise of brick masonry. This sort of fine grained, high guality
building stone 1s regronally known as Carthage stone. [n the region the term Carthage stone 1s
applied 10 anv fine grawned grev [imestone which may or may not come trom Carthage. For

instance . some stone came {rom the Phoenix quarnes in northern Greene County. Because Webb

16



City is 2 neighboring town to Carthage Missouri undoubtedly the stone used 1s actually from
Carthaye
ft i~ a stone which 15 rock-cut or of a rustic biock form and serves as a textural and coior

r

clemeni en V

-

rctorian, particularly Victorian Romanesque, facades as, for instance, on 32-34 S,
Main. iovwever, it comes into 1ts own on buildings with a more classical character. Four
buildim, s bave entire facades covered with this stene: 9 South Webb, 203 East Daugherty and
100 and 10v South Mam.

['here seems to have been a shift in the textural use of Carthage stone. [n earlier
buildinys 1t was used with a strongly textured surface for both Victorian buildings as well as
early classicizing ones. An example would be 9 South Webb. In later buildigs this stone 1s
given a simooth surface as seen on 109 South Main,

Winie Carthage stone 1s used for entire facades 1t is much more commonly used for
individuai ciciments, and here again there is a transition from rustic surfaces to smooth ones. It is
used ati oy er down town Webb City for capitals, window siils, plaques and other masonry
details. ~¢r instance, in the surveyed area it is used for flat arched window openings with

Y

proming it seystones seven times: 102, 116, 122 and 126 North Webb and 14 and 105 South

Main, Carthage stone details create a unifying factor in Webb City architecture.

ELECTRIC RAILROAD
As discussed in the histonical context above. an inter-urban electric railroad was
constructed in the 1890's connecting Webb City with other regtonal towns. The route of this rail

way threugh Webb City resulted in part of its down town reorienting to the raifroad. The rail line
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approached the downtown area from the west along west Daugherty and turned south on Allen
Streci. wvinch was tiian renamed Main Strect. The intersection of Daugherty and Main caime to
be the (ao+i pronunent one in down town Webb City. Furthermore, the building on the
southw.st comer of this intersection within ihe arc of the tumn of the raiiroad became the focus
of the i section

Ihe tustoric buildings on all four of the comers of this intersection remain as do the
butldinus which were adjacent to them. 'Ihese form the core of what 1s recommended as one of’
two ma-or historic commercial districts for Webb City.

i he building 114-1 16 North Main was butlt to respond to this circumstance. This
buildin:: 1s an elaborate mixture of stylistic elements although it likely would be categorized as
"Caminercial Style.” Above a stone and glass strect zone with classical elements and a strong
architrave are two more elaborately patterned brick stories which are not classical 1n character.
Above tiiese two stories s a frieze with what appear to be terra-cotta alternating triglvphs and
roundeis Wihat 1s most interesting, however. ts that the focus of the building 15 not 1ts north or
cast facade both of which face cach on a major street. The focus is the corner ttself which is

~

round uwd ~cf off from the rest of the two facades. This building may weli reflect the

Commu crai Style as developed in Chicago near the end of the Nineteenth Century and ihe
H

comer iy be a reflection of the round corner of the Carson Pirie Scott building, Chicago 18599

by Loui Sullivan, where again the comer and the corner entrance needed cmphasis.

LATE VICTORIAN STYLES

One of the ways to establish the various styles of a typical American town is to look up to



the cornice parapet area at the top of the principal facade of buitdings. The three importunt types
to be found i Webb City are pressed inctal cornices (usually covering the parapet), the masonry
cormicy. purapet, and the masonry parapet with a pressed metal sirip cornice.

e Downtown arca of Webb City has relatively few pressed metal cornices and upper

Bese fow are mostly mn one arca. Examiples with pressed wetal upper facudes
mnciude 10723 Weat Daugherty and 201 North Main. These are on the north cast and the north
west corner ot the intersection where the inter urban railroad turned from west Daugherty to go
south on Mam. Immedhately to the north on Matn 1s the block whuch includes numbers 203-207
which rctans a pressed metal cornice and very elaborate pressed metal window pediments on
the secoad iioor. Just across east Daugherty to the south of 201 North Main s 111-115 which
has a mctal cornice and carved stone arched window lintels.

Cnher buiidings topped by metal cornices are the Parker Building 106 North Mam and
100 Souw:di Mviain However. the comice on 100 South Main has been recently altered or extended
upward: L:aeiv, the oniginal would have been a denticulated metal strip cornice topped by a
brick paiapet. The mtegrity of the Parker buriding has been compromised by major changes (o
the stree? and signage zones. There are severai other such metal strip cornices topped by

masonny patapets and they mark somewhat later building types.

i cediion o the elaborate metal cormees mentioned above, a number of buildings have
clale it e srope s s 1. While th .
CIAOOT T 1 as0ny l-Lg\ p”dp(. s as we e e IJOT ¢ lﬂttdl (.UHIIU.\ luJIr. uulxtuﬂ};,

which suwevest the late Nineteenth Century Victorian pertod the elaborate masonry
cornice parapets mark both late Victorntan forins and the transition to early Twentieth Century

Classicram



Good exampies of the carlier stylistic suggestion can be found on the Zine Ore Building,

o »

§ South Mua, and the Dermott Building, 32-34 South Main. The overall conception of these two

butldings & s0 simitar as (o suggest they were the designs of the same architect or butider. Both

a1

have stene building name reliefs in the cenier of the parapet. Both have stone caps on tie

parapet batusiers, heavy rusticated stone hintels ur the upper zone and rusticated stone piers on

S A R o Tt o P - < v oaie adiacent fo alleve AATIVT o e seirto Fapalds
the tower Both achnowiedge that they are adjacent to alleys by carrying the principic facad

treatmer:t around the corner onto the visible side facade and continuing along the side facade
with neariv rdentical corbeled cornices. Both also use round arches on the facade. Together these

element- represent expressions of the Victorian or Richardson Romanesque Styles. The Zinc Ore
building ha~ a high level of exterior integrity and could likely be nominated either separately or
as a pati ot a district. The integnty of the Dermott Building 1s marred by major changes on the
strect and sipnage levels, with masonry used to fill between the pillars along the street although
the stoie priiars are still visibie. While it nmght be considered a contributing building 1n a distniet
because oi e titegrty of its upper zones, 1t 15 1solated from possibie districts and the lack of
street fe el nitegnity would appear to keep it from being eligibie as an individual property.

1
kL

Anvihier group of buildings with elaborate masonry cornice'parapets 1s that contiguous

group 2329 5

‘hese buildings were clearly constructed to form a unificd group

although: they diearly were constructed 1n two phases. The upper facades of all three are entirely

1 DrICh vy ¢ stone piagues and stone window sills. They are united by a consistent
parapet-cornice which is divided by balusters which have been corbeled out and by the name

plaques. | he street and signage zones are consistent as are the segimented arched second story

windows While some changes have been made to the street level fronts the entire ensemble
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relains voough itegrity  constitute a small district.

CLASSICIZING STYLES

The ~ecand major styhistic theme 1s a classicizing one which imparts an additional vty
to the convoercal districts even though the stylisms suggested run the gamut from Antiguity
throueh Renaissance and Baroque, and the buwildings, although typtcally stvlisticallv mixed,
range [rom the turn of the century classical revival styles to Classic Deco.

One of the detail elements which runs through a number of these buildings and which
unites e vanous pertods 1s the use of prefabricated metal strip cornices of various degrees of
elaboration below a brick parapet. These cornices function to establish a strong horizontal
movenienl i conjunction with the regular rhythim of a denuculated element, sometimes alone,

corbejed brick strip supporting the metal cornice; 1n others it 1s part of the pressed metal. These

"
i

ikely dating from the first years of this century, exhibit carly

ssical theme, These are grouped arouind the off-set interscction of Church

cxampivs of
and Webb and mclude the fine Elks Lodge Butlding which has facades developed on both North
Webb (202 and 204) and on Church (207} In this butlding the Classic theme is established by

the brick denticulated metal cornice which ties together both facades. However, each tacade and

the corner aie inarked by metal brackets. On the third floor the paneled brick walls have

| ()
—



windov s winch are ted together by sills formed by a stone string cormice that 1s unbroken except

at the cornein. These windows have stone flat arched tops witl prominent keystones. The first

1

and second floor windows have separate store siils and linteis. The street zone dispiay urcas are

set off by tusticated stone picrs creating a restrained play of textures on these facades between

brick & both smooth and rustic stone elements. This butlding hus high extenior integnty. The

| IS I

basic Haws and forms of the lodge building are carried into the two story building adjacent to the

-

north, carrentiy the chamber of commerce butlding. The street level of the chamber burlding 15
marred 10 some degree by changes. although too, they may be more than 50 years old. The
building would sull contnbute to a district, however.

Uhe third butlding in this group was originally another lodge hall. It 1s located across
Webb (7 Soutiv) in the oftset so that West Church s on axis with its facade. The principal tacade
s entire iy stone, {t has a strony Kenalssance character with a cut stone cornice and the use of
sinooth aiid rusticated stone. The two stories of the wall above the street zone are tied together
bv three window bays topped by round arches.

One HHundred North Main would conforin to the "tempie front” type i terms of

[ 1 o~

Longsirc ' classifications, and. typical of tius type, 1t ts a bank building. The

1 : 1 L
L

e classical motif of

~

base, priastcrs, architrave and cornice has been carried along the secondary facade as well, The

Classicin of this butldimg has been simplified enough 1o be termied Classic Deco. While,
uiforfuraich by facade h =cn larvely cavered with metal, almost certainly the
nfortenatciy, the principal facade has been largely covered with metal, almost certainly the

ongmal facade 1s preserved underneath.
Other buildimgs retain something ot the nature and detail of classicism. [n addition.

others coninbute to the basic horizontal geometry and rational rhythm of classicism although



they woald hikely be termed simply commereial or possibly commercial Deco. For instanice, the
denticuated comnices, repeated cornices beiow and at the top of the sticet zone and doubled

window - of 214-16 Norih Main and 109 North Main give these butidings a classical flavor

N

which i reinforced by the proportions of cornice to parapet on 109 and the brick quoins on 214-

216 alib ough nediber butding would hikely be called classical. At 110 West Broadway, the clear
stone st aind carnices together with the quoins and flat arch and keystone suguests ¢

thinking winie elements of simooth stone with 1t's sharply cut geometry agamst brick infill and
the simpie ~vimmetrical overall form suggest Deco. The absolutely tight appeaning facade plane
with the repeated metal cornices and doubling of rhythm at the second loor of 203 Last
Daughe:tv awaim suggest classical style and, vet again, the Deco Style 1s suggested by the stone
pattern ol wide-narrow-wide coursing and the tlat arches with large heystones alf ol which only

become apparent in the smooth wall surface bec of t

(¢
,—‘

—-.

remely exact joints between

stones.

RESIDENCES

[ xpunding the survey area to mclude the west side of Webb Street and the cast side of
Tom Sircct resulted in the possibility of a residential district as well as some expansion of the

CUMMIMCcid! Gistncis o e north,

100 of the economic history of Webb City for the late Nincteenth and carly
T'wentieth Century would suggest that a survey would find two general classifications ot
housing. the up-scale residences of the owners and merchants and the smaller residences of the

miners and workers. While this survey was primarily of the commercial area of downtown Webb
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City, it crd unvolve enough ol residential areas to find residences from both classifications.
roadiy speaking, in the southern part of the area surveyed Main Street is the division
betweer the two classifications while the sunvey just touched a mixed group of houses at its

north cd 2e

- he houses one would expect to associate with the miners and workers of Webb City. in
s0 far as these were touched by the survey, were all located along both sides ot South Tom
Street. | iwene houses all contormmed to typical vernacular types mostly from the pen-plus tradition

1

(smglc pen. double pen, cte. ). Almost all had additions and none exhibited the mtegnty to

warrani -adividual or destrict nomination. These arc covered on the survey lorms,

Possible Ressdential District

he sauth part of the arca surveyed (o the west of Main Sureet touches a residential arca

1

which catcids well beyond the surveyed arca to the south and west. There are a large crnough

number o tesidenees 10 this area o justily ithe nomination of a residential historic district.

Becatse the sutvey covered only a part of this area, 1t 1s very hikely that this district could be

exiender Boyond wiy
I'rom the part of the area included in the survev, there are two distinct architectural
themes. 2 victonian one and a Craftsman/Bungalow one. The Victonian theme 1s represented by

five larze Cueen Ann houses., one possible [talianate toursquare and two vernacular Victorian

cottages ali along South Webb Street. The Craftsiman/Bungalow theme is represented by a
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maltched set of three bungaiows ogether along the north side of West Third Street und two
bungaliows o the cast side of South Webb.

3 he Gucen Ann houses (222, 216, 210, 204 and 106 S. Webb) all exhubit a mgh cnough
fevel of inic gy to be contributing propertics in a district. Although most exhibit porch
modificatons, all these modifications appear (o be of greater than 50 years inage. Two of these

y limestone (Carthage Stone) which

poich
itself 1s an important sub-theme i Webb City.

1 he possible talianate house (28 South Webb) has also been moditied by the addition of
a grev lunestone full porch and chimney. [t 1s also possible that the tool structure 15 not orizinal,
[t this fwuse were 1o be considered non-contributing, 1t would not substantially impact the
potentia: dininel.

Bsotir the Victonan cottages lack the integrity to be contributing properties.

i he taree bungalow set includes 101,103 and 105 West Third Street. Thev are ciose to
Wdentica: aid were certaialy built together. They show high extenior integnty except for some
replacuiz oi poich posts. Two other bungalows are fairly common types but have conough
integiily w contrpute o a district. Of the two, 201 South Webb s aimost unmodificd whiie 207

South W et huas recent 1ron porch posts and other minor changes.

OTHER RESIDENCES

I addition to the houses n the possible residential district two others should be
considered. Because of proximity they should be included in the northern commercial distoict.

e of these, 128 North Webb, 1s a large brick Queen Ann Mansion. This s certainly the
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most itisposing house in the area; it 1s also finely detarled, particularly mn the roof arca. Whale
porche of the current size are shown on the house on the 1891 Sanborn map when the house
itself first wppears, Currently, those potches have tecent windows and aiso stone walls and
piltars wiich certainly are not original aithough they are more than 30 years old.

i Tic ethier residence 1 o rampling one story Queen Ann Cotlage at 208 North Webb

Jiot R S - PRy

5 S o Ens v n
V Py O _)ifi) TRROTC ar¢ sGinge ¢

i detaiting and integrity warran

4

13118CS 10 porches the OVer:

be included 1 the northern district.
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SITES LISTING

Webb Stieet west side

1.222 5. Webb, C. M. Manker home, 1890 ca. (residential)
27165 Wehb, 1890 ca (residential)

3210 5 Webb, 1890 ca. (residential)

4. 204 - Webb, W. S. Chinn home. 1890 ca. (residential)
5106 5. Webb, Andrew McCorkle home, 1899 (residential)

6. 28 8 Webb. 1890 ca. (residential)

7102 X 104 N Webb, old post office, 1910 ca.

8 106 & 108 N. Webb, Chamber of Commerce, 1910 ca.

7 116 N Webb, 1910 (commercial)

10 Tis N Webb. 1910 ca. (commercial)

11122 & 128N Webh, W H. Ryus building, 1909 ca (commcreial)
12 1260 N Webb, W. (. Waning building, 1909 (commercial)
13 128 N Webb, Joseph W. Aylor home, 1888 ca. (residential)
14 208 N Webb. 1890 ca. (residential)

15 313N Webb, 1890 ca. (residential)

-~

Webb Suecet, cast side

16. 215 s Webb. 1903 ca. (residential)

17. 209 S Webh, 1903 ca. (residential)

18. 207 5 Webb, 1920 ca. (residential)

19 201 S Webh, 1930 ca. (residential)

20,95 Wobb, AP & AM building, 1907

21 215 N Wehb, 1890 ca. (residential)

22,561 N Webb, First Pentecostal Church of God, 1935 ca.
I3 309N Wehb, 1890 ca. (restdential)

24,315 N Wobb, 1890 ca. (residential)

Main Sirecd, west side

2520 & 21 e S Mam, 1935 ca. (residential)

26. 114 S Man, Main Street General Store/Elder Mf Co.. 1904 ca.
27160 S Mam, Huey’s Army Surplus, 1910 ca.

28,32 C & 34 S, Main, Dermott butlding, 1900 {commercial)
2924 & Nidn, movie theater/Newland Hotel, 1891

3020 & 128 Mawm, Eppright Sheet Metal/Newland Hotel, 1891
3114 S A, 1907 ca (commercial)

32125 Nlain, Minerva Candy Co., 1913

331008 N, Fddie's Spaghetti, 1911 ca.
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.85 Mam. Zine Ore Building, 1903 ca. (commercial)
4 & 6S Main, The Front Page, 1920 ca. (commercial)
100 N Main, Webb City Bank, 1920 ca.

106 N Main, Parker building, 1889 (commercial)

108 N. Main, Roderique Insurance, 1890 ca.

S 114 & 116 N Main, Unity building, 1906 (commercial)
C208 210, 212 N Main, 1907 ca. (commercial)

[

214 & 216 N Man. 1910 ca. (commercial)

Main Sirevt, vast side

42,
43
44.

35

46. 1
7.
48

4
jait o)

(IR IRV TR ()

(9]

2 =

209 S dMain, 1903 ca. (commercial)

201 205, 205 S Main, May’s Cleaners, 1903 ca.

1235 Mam, 1890 ca. (restdential)

117 S Main, Powell’s Variety, 1930 ca.
(155 Main. Jane's Herbs, 1920 ca.

H0S'S Main, New Testament Baptist Church/Thomas Fruit Co , 1910 ca. (commercial)

101 & 103 8. Main, New Testament Baptist Church/Haskins Brothers Harness & Buggies,
1910 ca. (commercial)

. 53,3537 S, Main, City Hall/City Hall & Fire Dept., 1888 ca. (commercial)

& 29SS Main, Miller’s Discount Furniture/T. C. Hayden, Clark & Dodson butlding, 1900

Main, Century building, 1901 (commercial)

N Man, 1907 (commercial)

'a 3, 115 N. Main, Morris Opera House, 1900 ca.

Main. Bradbury Bishop Deli Ca./Electric Drug Store, 1887

245207 N. Main, Hatten & Raymond Block, 1887 ca. (commercial)

-] —
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Tom Steeg:
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S028 tom, 1888 ca. (residential)
224 S lom, 1890 ca. (residential)

N

2175 Tom, 1903 ca. (residential)

S9 2158 fom, 1890 ca. (residential)
00.
61,
62.
63
64,
65,
06,

185 Tom, 1903 ca. (residential)
102 S lom {903 ca. (residential)
101 5 Yom, 1888 ca. (residential)
29 % tom. 1890 ca. (residential)
PO & P2 N Tom, Cardinal Scale Co. warchouse, 1910 ca.
402 N {om, 1930 ca. {residennal)
HUN Tom, 1920 ca (residential)

Third Street



67. 101 W Third, 1920 ca. (residential)
68, 103 W Uhird, 1920 ca. (residential)
69. 105 W Third. 1920 ca. (residential)

70. 110 W Church, National Mills/Elder Manufacturing Co., 1920 ca.
Church Stect

71100 15 117 E Church, Morton Booth Co., 1910 ca.

Broadway Street

72, 116 W Broadway, Corner & Assoctates, Inc., 1910 ca. (commercial)

73 112 | Dreadway, Morton Booth Co Warchouse #2/Webb City Transfer & Storage
warchouse, 1910 ca.

74201 I Hroadway, Cardinal Scate Co. Stamping Division, 1920 ca.

75. 202 k. Broadway, Longhorn Bar, 1920 ca.

Daugherty Street

76 [i: 005, 117 WL Daugherty, Webb City Hardware, 1896 ca.

77111 W Daugherty, DUA Architects, 1913

78 101 & (U5 W. Daugherty, Bruner Pharmacy/Jackson Drug Store, 1900 ca.

79 114 1- Daugherty. Cardinal Scale Co. Accounting & Ad Offices/Webb City Undertakine,
1919 ca.

RO 113 & 118 E Dausherty, Webb City Furniture Co., 1892 ca.
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