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_&ooo · 
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_OETH!IOAATEO 
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C~IECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

_)(,\L TEA ED 

CMECK ONE 

LoHIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ ··-

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Hill iam F. Shelley residence, 3601 Baltimore Avenue, is a fine example of 
locally designed residential architecture of the late nineteenth century in 
Kans<1s City, Mi,souri. The two and a half-story, eight room (not inc"luding 
basement, attic, halls and bath) house is designed in a local ''Builder's Ver­
nacular" style. The residence has four porches, one on each facade. The 1112-in 
facade, two bays in width, faces north; a two story semi -hexagona 1 bay is lo­
cated 011 the west facade and a projecting square bay on the east facade. 

EXTERIOR 

Over-all dimensions 

The house, asymmetrical in plan, with a projecting square bay on the east facade 
and a semi-hexagonal bay on the west facade, measures at its maximum dimension, 
64 feet in length and 45 feet in width. The total footage of the house isl ,737 
square feet. 

Construction materials and colors 

FieldsLon~ foundation suppcrts ~alls of pressed red brick. The brick is of 
common bond. D2corutive features are cut limestone trim c.nd wood trim painted 
in the colors of light green, white and cream, contrasting with the brick walls. 

Openinqs 

v!indows. Primary facade (north). Six windows are located on the north facade. 
lrn'the--first story is a large, single 1 ight, sealed window v1ith a leaded art 
glass single light transom above, An identical window is directly above on the 
second story, both are located on the northeast corner of the facade. A pair of 
narrow, one-over-one light, double-hung sash window openings are located on the 
second story above the main entrance at the northwest corner. A pair of attic 
windows, sea·led, single light, separated by a woocle:n spandrel and surrounded by 
a wooden window frame are located in the gable, All the windov1 openings on t!:i' 
north facade with the exception of the attic 11indows have a plain cut limestone 
lintel trinning the upper edge of the opening and a plain cut limestone lugsill 
trimming tile lc\'ler edge. 

Hest facade. The west (secondary) facade has ten windo\'/s. Three single light, 
hinged, leaded art glass windows are stepped c.nd are located between the first 
and second stories near the northwest corner. Projecting, segmental arches with 
brick voussoirs trim the upper edge and cut limestone lugsills trim the lower 
edge. The remafoing seven vlindGvis are one-over-one ·1 ight, double-hung, sash 
windows l'ii ti, lintel and lugs ill trim idenUcal to those found on the north facade. 
four of these are located on the bay, two on each story and positioned on either 
side on the bay. Tv10 additional windows, one windov1 having a louvered shutter on 
the sernnd story and one on the first story, are lccated near the southwest cor­
ner of the facade. 
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S0utl1 Facade. There are five windows located on the south (rear) facade. A pair 
of attic windows identical with those found on the north facade are located in 
the gable. The remaining three windows are one-over-one light, double hung sash 
window openings with segmental arch trim on tl1e upper edge and cut limestone 
fogs ·i 11 s on the 1 ov:er cd[Je. Two \vi ndows a re located on the west end of the 
facade, 011e on each story 2nd another window v1ith louvered shutters is located 
on the f'irst story at the southeast corner. 

East Facade. The east facade has 11 windows, two single light, sealed, trapezoidal 
shape attic wi11dows located in the gable, and nine, one-over-one light, double­
hung sash windows. Three of these have identical trim with those found on the 
norti, fr1cc1c!e. Two are located near the northeast corner, one on each story, and 
the other window is on the north side of the square bay on the second floor. 
The re1nai11ing windows have segmental arches trimming the upper edge and plain cut 
limestone ltrgsills trimming the lower edge. Five of these windows are located on 
the bay. On tile east side of the bay are two windows on the first story, and 
one wi ndo·,1 nEar th2 southv1est corner on th2 seecond story. The two w'indows on the 
south side of the bay arc located one on the first story near the southwest corner 
a.nd one on the second story near the southeast corner. An additional wir,drn, 
placed bet1veen the first and second story is located near the southeast corner 
of the facade. 

ATTIC L•IINDOIJS 

A pair of sin9le light, sealed, attic windows separated by a \'looden spandrel and 
surrounded by a wooden window frame are located in the gable on the north and 
south facades. Two small, trapezoidal shape, single light, sealed attic windows 
are located in the gable on the east facade. They are placed equidistant from 
each end of the gable. 

BASEMENT WINDOWS 

There are nine windov1s in tile basement; four two light, hinged windows are lo·· 
cated on the east facade and four are located on the west facade. A single one­
over-one, double hung sash window is located on the southeast end of the wall. 

DOORWAYS. There are four entrances, one on each facade. 

The north (:Min) entrar,ce is positioned on the first story at the northwest 
corner and is not quite flush with the wall surface. It is a double leaf, two 
panels per leaf, door. The upper panel consists of eight rectangular lights per 
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leaf. Above the door ·is a single light, leaded art glass transom. Plain cut 
limestone lintels identical with those found on the north facade windows frame 
t~e cloorv:ay. 

The west (secondary) entrance, located on the first story at the southwest end 
of the facade, is a single leaf door, containing tv/0 panels. The upper panel 
consists of eight lights. A plain, single light transom is above the door. 

The south (rear) entrance, located on the first story in the m·iddle of the facade, 
is a one ll:af, two panel door. One large single light is the upper panel and 
wood the lov1er punel. A tv10 panel screen door v1ith a green v1ooden frame is 
positioned in front of the rear entrance. A two leaf, hinged garage door con­
taining eight lights per leaf is on the basement level. 

The doon1a_v on the east facade is on the first story in the m·i dd'I e of the 
facade, faces north and consists of one leaf two panels, the upper panel having 
twelve lights. 

PORC!iES_. There are four porches covering each of the four entrances. The porch 
on the main (north) facade consists of two wooden columns on brick pedestals. 
The roof supported by the columns is flut with an "X" design wooden balustrade. 
The floor of the µorch is concrete and access is by three concrete steps 1 eacli ng 
to the east and three to the north. An "X" design 1•1ooden balustrade runs from 
the columns to the facade. The top· steps are trimTied with brick. 

The porch covering the secondary west entrance also consists of two plain wooden 
columns supporting a shed roof. The columns are not on a pedestal, but go 
directly to the concrete floor of the porch. An "X" design balustrade runs 
from the columns to the facade. Access is by three concrete steps to the west. 

The south (rear) porch consists of a shed roof with white wooden lattice work 
positioned between the roof and the balustrade at the southeast corner. The 
green spindle posts support the balustrade.that runs on the west and south sides 
of the porch. The porch opens to the east and has a wooden floor and five 
wooden steps leading to the porch. 

The east porch is covered with a hip roof and is located at the northeast corner 
of the eost filcH!e. It has a concrete floor and an "X" design balustrade running 
the length of tl1e porch which opens to the north with three concrete steps. 
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ROOF 

The medium pitch roof is gabled with the exception of the area over the semi­
hexagonal bay which is hipped. The roof of wood frame construction is covered 
with asphalt composition shingles. 

CHIMf';EY 

There are four, single stack, brick chimneys. Two exterior chimneys are identical 
in design, one located in the center of the semi-hexagonal bay on the west facade 
and the other is located in about the center of the east facade. Both are 
decoruted v1ith recessed brick corbelling. The remaining two chimneys are in­
teri0r, one located on the southwest corner and the other at the southeast corner 
of the structure. 

DECORATIVE DETAILS 

Decorative details include: 1) windov1 lugsills, lintels and segmental arches, 2) 
diamond cut leaded art glass windows, 3) fish scale and diamond shape shingles in 
the gable, 4) projecting cornice molding supported by dentils and pendant brackets 
v1ith tear drops, 5) alternating parallelogram shape panels, painted cream color 
and light green, used in the frieze in the gables, 6) identical chimneys with re­
cessed brick corbelling, 7) limestone base stringcoursing located between the ex­
terior foundation and the brick wall. 

INTERIOR 

BASEMENT 

The full basement has concrete floors. Brick masonry walls provide support for 
the upper floors and the fieldstone foundation is exposed. There are three rooms 
in the basement. Four hinged, double-light basemerit windows are located on the 
east side and four on the west side. There is also a one-over-one, double l1ung 
sash windo\'I on the east wall near a stairway leading to the floor above. The 
base11:ent contains trw heating (providing steam heat), cooling and laundry facili­
ties. Access to the floor above is by a single-run staircase along the east wall. 

FIRST FLOOR -------·--
Four rooms and a stairwell comprise the first floor. The walls are of lath and 
plaster, covered with wallpaper or paint. The floors are pine and are covered 
with li11oleum and carpeting. 
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The, library has ch(?rry woodwork, consisting of door trim, window trim lintel 
~Dd sill and ~aseboards. The walls are painted and picture nolding surrounds the 
room. /\n original walnut fireplace mantel with an etagere mantelpiece, is situated 
on the east 11all of the library. Double leaf, paneled sliding doors connect the 
parlor 11ith the libr2ry and the dining room with the, library. The parlor also 
has cher1y woodwork used for baseboards, window trim, and door trim. Original 
French embossed wallp~per, with floriated motifs consisting of butterflies and 
worms, covers the walls. Picture molding and cone molding are used in the parlor. 
Carpeting and rugs cover the floors. 

The dining room has oak woodworking with the same use of trim 
The floor is covered '.,ith linoleum and the walls are pafoted. 
the dining room and stair hall is a paneled, signle leaf door 
ligl1t transom above. 

as the other rooms. 
The door betvreen 

with a clear single 

The kitchen woodwork is pine and painted. Wood trim is used in the same way as 
the other rooms mentioned. The floor is covered with linoleum. 

Along the west wall of the stairwell is an ''L'' shape, two run oak staircase. 
Panels on the staircase are trimmed with cherry 1,100d molding. Its bannister is 
composed of lathe turned balusters and a turned balustrade; tt1e square newel post 
is ornamented with a volute, fan and floriated carvings. The stair hall is 
wa 11 papered and ca1·peted. 

SECOND FLOOR 

Four rooms, a ha 11 and bathroom comprise the second floor. The interior wa 11 s 
are of lath and plaster. The woodwork is yellow pine and is used for baseboards, 
winct, and door trim. The baseboard and walls in the hall are curved at the 
n,rners. Hallpaper covers the hall walls. The nocth room contains an original 
ffreplace and mahogany mantel on the east wall. There are two stairways leading 
to the second floor; the front staircase, previously mentioned, and a rear 
staircase, a "U"-shape, single room, servant staircase on the eilst side. The 
floors are pine and are covered with carpet. An enclosed U-shape, single run 
staircase along the ectst wall provides access to the attic. · 

ATTIC 

· The attic is unfinished with pine flooring and exposed vertical and horizontal 
beams. 
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ALTERATIONS 

1. Dates Unknown 

a. Remova1 of a wooden, five bay, "L"-share porch on the north facade. The 
lathe tur~ed posts on wooden pedestals and the cornice, frieze, pendant 
brackets with tear drops and the wooden floor, have all been rcmoved.l 

b. Removal of four of the six interior fireplaces (dining room and parlor on 
the first floor and the east and west bedrooms on the second floor) .2 

c. Removal of the original cornice and frieze decoration consisting of 
pendant brackets with tear drops and dentils at the southeast and 
southwest corners of the house.3 

d. Removal of the projecting sections of the chi~ney flue stacks at tile 
southeast and southwest corners of the house. 

e. Removal of wooden post and wooden floors on the west porch with concrete 
replacing the original wooden porch flooring. 

CONDITION 

The condition and maintenance of the William F. Shelley Residence is good; the 
house w1s renovated in 1928 by Mrs. vii ·11 i am Wi 11 i ams on She 11 ey, the present 
owne1'. 

SITE 

The v/illiam F. Shelley Residence is located at the southeast corner of West 36th 
Street and Baltimore Avenue, and is situated in Hyde Park, an area of the Hestport 
District. To the north, south and west are many single and multi-family dwellings 
,.; ~he late 19th and early 20th centuries. To the east of the residence are 
commerical structures. 

The residence is on a well landscaped level lot. A tvm door, single story, 
brick garage built in 1932 is located to the southeast. 5 Concrete driveways 
connect the garage and basement of the residence with Baltimore Avenue. 

PRESENT STATUS 

The re:idi,nce of MI'S. William W. Shelley is presently used as a two family 
dwelling. The owner of the residence is infirm, which poses a severe threat to 
the future of the structure. 
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FOOTNOTES . 

1. Data excerpted from a dictation by Mrs. v/illiam IL Shelley to Ms. Beverly 
Sha\'/, August 11, 1976, Kansas City, Missoud. 

2. Ibid. 

3. Ibid. 

4. Ibid. 

5. Building Permit Office, City HGll, 414 East 12th Street, Kansas City, 
Missouri 64106, Permit Number 95536. 
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The v/illiam F. Shelley Residence in the v/estport District of Kunsas City, Mis­
souri is si,;nific,rnt as an outstand-ing surviving e>:ample of a typical residential 
design found throughout the once fashionable neighborhood of Hyde Park. Built in 
18E7-1389, the She'lley Res·idence is one of the oldest orig-inal remaining resi­
dences erected in Hyde Park.I Ownersh~p of this residence has remained in the 
Shelley family s'ince its constructiono 

Desiqned in tl1e locv,1 "Guilder's Vernacula1°" style, it is only one of a variety 
of stylistic infhiences including the Italianate and Queen Anne elements built 
fo the 1 ate 1880 's in this area. The interior and ext2ri or of the residence 
remains rn0stly_i~tact: The ~ost of_constru~ti?n ~~s approx1mately $11 ,ODO and 
most of th2 ongrnal rnrmshrngs st:·111 renliJ.in 111 uic house. 

"v/hd, :iy('e Park was lilid out and lots first sc;Jd there, a condition of the deeds 
was that no business houses should be allowed iij the district and that there 
should be\ no houses costing less than $15,0CIOo" The Sh<•lley Res·idence was built 
on Bacon's Addition wlrich was platted in February, 1887.5 Once platted it 11as 
inch:dcd ·in the area of Hyde Park 1,hich was platted in September, 1836.6 Hyde 
Park was locijted in v/estport, Missouri until 1897 when Westport was annexed to 
Kansas City, Misso;;ri. Hyde Park replaced QualHy Hill as a place for the 
promineni:, wealthy and influential cHizens to live. Two prominent citizens 
establishing early residence in Hyde Park include Mr. Samuel M. Jarvis and Mr. 
Roland R. Conklin, foundets of the Jarvis-Conklin Mortgage Trust Company.? They 
each built residences about the same time as Mr. Shelley and only a few blocks 
away frorn the Shelley Residence. Mr. Jarvis built a residence at 36th Street and 
Warwick Boulevard and Mr. Conklin a residence at 36tl1 Street and Main Street, both 
l1<we been destroyed. 8 Mr. Conklin was i nstrumenta 1 in laying out pl ans and 
beautifying a park. in the Hyde Park Additiono9 

Historical Data 

Mr. l~illiam Francis Shelley ( - 1913), 1'1<)$ born in Keokuk, Im~a.10 He 
graduated from Princeton University in 1865.11 Mr. Shelley moved to Kansas City, 
Misso11ri in 1886 and the following year went to work as treasurer for the Jarvis­
Conklin Mortgage Trust Company.12 

Mr. Shelley's positions in his business career are as follows: 

1887-1889 - Treasurer, Jarvis-Conklin Mortgage Trust Company 
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1891-1892 - Private Brokerl3 

1893-1898 - Auditor, Swift and Company 14 

1899 Cashie1· for Joseph Schlitz Brev1ing Companyl5 

1900-1901 - Private Accountantl6 

1902 Bookkeeper for Taggart Grocery Store 17 

1903 Bookkeeper for Burd and Fletcher Painting Companyl8 

1904-1912 - Accountant for George Peal;e and Sonl9 

Mr. Shelley rnarr·ied Leonara Williamson (1850-1923), from Memphis, Tennessee, 
August 11, 1876.20 Mr. and Mrs. Shelley took a honeymoon of about two yea1·s 
abroad. GenEl'J l Hi 11 i am Tecumseh Sherman, a friend of the vii 11 i amsons, gave 
them many letters of introduction. In 1875 Mrs. Shell1,1 was presented to Queen 
Victo1·ia of Great Britain and Prime Minister Disraeli.2 

Mr. and Mrs. Shelley had three children, William H., Irene Francis and Dorothy 
Lee, all of wl1om lived in the house since 1889. 

Mr. William t,. Shelley (1880-1952), son of Mr. and Mrs. \</illiam F. Shelley, was 
born in Keokuk, Iowa, attended Pri ~2eton University, and graduated from the 
Kansas City School of Law in 1903. Mr. She 11 ey was a member of the Kansas 
City Bar l\ssociation 23 and practiced law in Kansas for some 50 years.24 Mr. 
She 11 e,I' was the nephew of George M. She 11 ey, twice mayor of Kansas City, 1878-
1879. 2~ Mr. Shelley m~l/ied Barbara Barnett (1889- ) , from Deepwater, Mis­
souri, on May 5, 1928. Mrs. Barbara Shelley still lives in the residence at 
3601 Baltimore Avenue. 

The survey of Missouri's historic sites is based on the selection of sites as 
they relate to theme studies in Missouri history as outlined in "Missouri's 
State Historic Preservation Plan." The William Francis Shelley Residence is, 
therefore, being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places as an 
example of the themes of "Archi tee tu re" and "Ur.ban Design." 
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Photo Log: 
 

Name of Property: Shelley, William Francis, Residence 

City or Vicinity: Kansas City 

County: Jackson County State: 
 
MO 

Photographer: Victoria Karel 

Date 
Photographed: Nov. 1976 

 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera: 
 
1 of 11. N façade, view looking S. 
2 of 11. W facade, view looking E. 
3 of 11. Detail of the W façade, view looking NE. 
4 of 11. SW corner, view looking NE with the W façade on the left and the S façade on the right. 
5 of 11. S façade, view looking N. 
6 of 11. SE corner, view looking NW with the S façade on the left and the E façade on the right. A 
portion of the garage is shown on the far left. 
7 of 11. E façade, view looking W. 
8 of 11. NE corner, view looking SW with the E façade on the left and the N façade on the right. 
9 of 11. Interior view of the parlor looking NW. 
10 of 11.  Interior view of the library, looking E showing the fireplace. 
11 of 11.  Interior view of the stair hall, looking SW, showing the staircase newel. 


























