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N o t  b e i n g  concerned  w i t h  o u r  s u r r o u n d i n g s ,  we a r e  a p t  t o  ovdrlook 
the f a c t  t h a t  the f a m i l i a r ,  i n d i g e n o u s  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  o u r  ne ighborhoods  
and main  streets of ten p r e s e n t s  a  s u r p r i s i n g  v a r i e t y  o f  forms and 
s ty les  f r e q u e n t l y  both b e a u t i f u l  and i n g e n i o u s .  

--David Plowden 

mn't i t  a l w a y s  seem t o  go t h a t  you d o n ' t  know what y o u ' v e  g o t  
till i t ' s  gone 

They paved p a r a d i s e  and p u t  u p  a  p a r k i n g  l o t .  
-- J o n i  M i  tchell 

I NTRODUCT I ON 

One of the  main th ings  t o  know about Sedal ia  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  

only a  couple of moderately long l i f e t i m e s  between ox teams hauling 

c a r t s  through i t s  muddy s t r e e t s  and moonwalks, h e a r t  t r ansp lan t s  

and Apple I I c  computers. 

Sedal ia  i s n ' t  unique i n  t h i s  respect .  V i r tua l ly  the  same time 

sequence app l i e s  t o  thousands of o the r  c i t i e s ,  and of course i t ' s  a  

p r e t t y  young country. The po in t  i s  t h a t  our American c u l t u r a l  p a s t  i s  

so  r ecen t  t h a t  we can l i t e r a l l y  reach ou t  and touch i t s  a r t i E a c t s .  We 

use many of them d a i l y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  houses and o the r  bui ld ings .  

Unfortunately, we usua l ly  end up t ea r ing  down our o ld  a rch i t ec -  

t u r a l  marvels along with t h e  mundane due t o  lack of apprec ia t ion ,  o r  

f o r  monetary concerns. I r o n i c a l l y ,  many of t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  f a l l  

prey t o  the  bul ldozers  and wrecking b a l l s  a r e  more t r u l y  r ep resen ta t ive  

of America than, f o r  example, recons t ruc ted  Williamsburg. I t  seems t o  

be a  na t iona l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  t o  assume t h a t  anything i n  d a i l y  use i s n ' t  

h i s t o r i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  (unless  i t ' s  lucky enough t o  have a t t co lon ia l t t  

facade).  Ultimately, t h i s  a t t i t u d e  may deprive us of much more than 



bu i ld ings ,  i f  Andrew Jackson Downing was c o r r e c t  i n  h i s  theory  about 

how we both a f f e c t  and a r e  a f f e c t e d  by our  environment." For we a r e  

a l l  too  r a p i d l y  rep lac ing  those  s t r u c t u r e s  which a r e  hones t ly  b u i l t ,  

f r equen t ly  b e a u t i f u l ,  and n e a r l y  always express ive  of  t h e i r  bu i . l de r l s  

i n d i v i d u a l i t y  with mass-produced suburb ias ,  Corps of  Engineer-s tyled 

condominiums, and o f f i c e  bu i ld ings  t h a t  resemble i n s e c t i c i d e  ware- 

houses. I t  has  t o  be a  downer f o r  t h e  human s p i r i t .  

Another main t h i n g  t o  know about Seda l i a  is  t h a t  it had g r e a t  expec- 

t a t i o n s  t h a t  were never  r e a l l y  f u l f i l l e d ,  a  h i s t o r i c  d e t a i l  t h a t  should 

be condidered i n  any s e r i o u s  a n a l y s i s  o f  why the  c i t y ' s  r e s i d e n t i a l  

landscape evolved a s  i t  did.  

Consider: When most o t h e r  c i t i e s  between St .Louis  and Kansas Ci ty  

were s t i l l  wallowing i n  mud and t h e  f r o n t i e r  was r i g h t  ou t s ide  one ' s  window, 

Seda l i a ,  a s  t h e  t u r n  of  t h e  century approached, was a  cosmopolitan c e n t e r  

with e l e c t r i c  s t r e e t  c a r s ,  mi les  of paved roadway including a  l ove ly  

shaded boulevard, f i n e  parks ,  an opera house where t h e  l i k e s  of  t h e  New 

York Symphony Orches t ra  and Russian b a l l e r i n a  Anna Pavlova performed, 

r a i l r o a d  s e r v i c e  from s i x  d i r e c t i o n s ,  and a  populat ion t h a t  was growing 

by leaps  and bounds. I t  seemed c e r t a i n  t h a t  it was S e d a l i a ' s  des t iny  

t o  hecome the  major met ropol i tan  c i t y  i n  c e n t r a l  Missouri.  

But by 1980, S e d a l i a ' s  popula t ion  o f  20,927 was e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  

same a s  i t s  popula t ion  i n  1920, and only  7,000 more than i t s  populat ion 

i n  1890. There a r e  many more graves i n  t h e  main c i t y  cemetery than 

t h e r e  a r e  l i v i n g  r e s i d e n t s ,  a  thought t h a t  g ives  many people pause. 

During and f o r  a  couple of  decades a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War, S e d a l i a ' s  

populat ion climbed r ap id ly .  I t  was, a f t e r  a l l ,  a  r a i l r o a d  boomtown, a  

terminus on t h e  westward rou te  o f  the  P a c i f i c  Rai l road.  By t h e  1890$, 

it was easy  t o  b e l i e v e  i n  pe rpe tua l  growth and p rospe r i ty .  I t  was 

log ica l .  Even depress ions  a l l  bu t  skipped Sedal ia .  New houses 

suddenly came equipped with soar ing  towers and t u r r e t s ,  a  hallmark of 

the  Vic tor ian  t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  was changing t h e  f a c e  of America, and 

ye t - -Sedal ia  had s o  very many. There were towers ga lo re !  
-- 

*Downing, a  landscape a r c h i t e c t ,  saw a d i r e c t  connection between 
f r o n t i e r  v io lence  and f r o n t i e r  l i f e  inc luding  the  p r imi t ive  s t r u c t u r e s  
men c a l l e d  home. Cul ture  and o rde r  would fol low on t h e  h e e l s  of com- 
f o r t a b l e  houses with p l e a s a n t  green lawns, he suggested. I t  i s n ' t ,  of 
course,  q u i t e  s o  simple. Men l i v i n g  more o r  l e s s  r e g a l l y  gave us t h e  
hor ror  of  Auschwitz, invented Napalm, and r igged  t h e  p l a n e t  a s  a  c e l e s t i a l  
time bomb. But t h e  p o i n t  i s  t h a t  contemporary a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  genera l  
has become dehumanized, i n  t h e  opinion of the lau thor .  Downing, it i s  
assumed, would be appa l l ed  by p re sen t  t r ends .  



What d i d  it mean? I f  i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  V ic to r i an  a r c h i t e c t u r e  was 

founded on confidence and t h e  bu i ld ings  themselves were regarded a s  

~ y r n b o l s , ~  could no t  a  ca se  be made t h a t  a l l  t hose  towers were an a r c h i -  

t e c t u r a l  man i f e s t a t i on  o f  burgeoning optimism about t h e  f u t u r e ?  While 

it is  easy (and fun) t o  specu la t e  about such t h i n g s ,  it i s  q u i t e  another  

rnatter t o  prove them. To t h e  r e sea rche r s ,Seda l i a  seemed t o  have had 

more than  i t s  f a i r  sha re  of  "Vic tor ian  tower jobs."  A comparison 

st.udy t o  prove o r  r e f u t e  t h e  surplus-of- towers  theory  was beyond t h e  

scope o f  t h e  p re sen t  r e sea rch .  

Unfor tuna te ly ,  much of  t h e  evidence a l r eady  has  been des t royed .  The 

towers and o b s e r v a t o r i e s ,  a s  t hey  were o f t e n  c a l l e d ,  were f r equen t  

t a r g e t s  o f  l i g h t n i n g .  There were problems of  s e t t l i n g  and c rack ing .  

Subsequent owners decided they  were t o o  much t r o u b l e  o r  made t h e i r  

house look "old fashioned,"  and had them removed. Today many remaining 

towers a r e  t runca t ed .  Only r e c e n t l y ,  t h e  n e a r l y  l o s t  a r t  o f  r ep l ac ing  

a c i r c u l a r  tower roof  was r e d i s ~ o v e r e d . ~  Perhaps,  l i k e  t h e  c o n v e r t i b l e  

automobile,  t hey  w i l l  y e t  s t a g e  a comeback. 

The no t ion  of  g r e a t  expec t a t i ons ,  manifested o r  o therwise ,  was 

r e a l .  S ince  t h e  r a i l r o a d  boomtown days,  Seda l ians  have been t o l d  over  

and over  t h a t  t h e i r  c i t y  was a  comer. 

In  1873, C .  Henry Devoe was e b u l l i e n t :  "With i t s  p re sen t  y e a r l y  

r a t e  of  i n c r e a s e ,  i n  weal th ,  popula t ion  and e n t e r p r i s e ,  it needs no 

prophet  t o  f o r e t e l l  t h a t  whoever l i v e s  t o  s e e  it t e n  yea r s  hence, w i l l  

f i n d  Seda l i a  no t  t h e  f u t u r e  g r e a t  c i t y  o f  Cent ra l  Missour i ,  bu t  t h e  

then  p r e s e n t  g r e a t  one with a  popula t ion  of  not  l e s s  than  25,000 indus- 

t r i o u s  and e n t e r p r i s i n g  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  a s  d i s t i ngu i shed  and a s  wel l  known 

a s  t h o s e  of today f o r  t h e i r  p u b l i c  s p i r i t ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and i n t e g r i t y ,  

and we know of  no more a t t r a c t i v e . .  ."4 

Former Sena tor  S t u a r t  Symington, a s  r e c e n t l y  a s  1960 ( t h e  year  

S e d a l i a f s  popula t ion  peaked a t  23,8?4) ,  was f o r e c a s t i n g  "a g r e a t  f u t u r e  

and g r e a t  growth." He t o l d  a  Centennial  Celebra t ion  crowd t h a t  had 

gathered i n  f r o n t  of  t h e  P e t t i s  County Courthouse: 

S e d a l i a  is  a  c i t y  wi th  a  g r e a t  f u t u r e .  I t s  l o c a t i o n ,  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s ,  and, perhaps most important ,  
your proximity t o  f r e s h  water ,  mean t h a t  t h e  decades 



ahead can see  new indust ry ,  more jobs, and g rea t  
growth f o r  your town. One cannot look back over t h e  
p a s t  100 years  of t h i s  c i t y ,  with i t s  u l t imate  tr'um hs,  
and not  f e e l  confidence i n ' k h a t  the  f u t u r e  holds. 

5 
I t ' s  hard t o  imagine a p o l i t i c i a n  saying anything negative on such 

a ceremonial occasion a s  a centennial ,  but  i n  any case it was words l i k e  

these t h a t  helped perpetuate the  sense of dest iny.  S t i l l ,  apparently it 

was a f a u l t y  ca lcula t ion .  While the  references  t o  t r anspor ta t ion  f a c i l i -  

t . ies and locat ion  h i t  the  mark, hundreds of o the r  Missouri c i t i e s  must 

have a s  good o r  b e t t e r  proximity t o  f r e sh  water. Symington spoke of growth 

because he assumed it was what t h e  people wanted t o  hear. And it usual ly  

was. 

Some of the  successes and setbacks t h a t  Sedal ia  experienced i n  

connection with i t s  development and growth as  a c i t y  w i l l  be discussed i n  

Chapters Two and Three. 

The i n t e r e s t i n g  th ing i s  t h a t  today, not  a l l  t h a t  many Sedalians 

seem unhappy about t h e  way th ings  turned out.  Although i t s  g r e a t  expecta- 

t i o n s  were never f u l l y  r ea l i zed ,  the  c i t y  has escaped t h e  problems t h a t  

t y p i c a l l y  accompany rapid  population growth. Urban b l i g h t ,  po l lu t ion ,  

overcrowded schools and crime i n  the  s t r e e t s  a r e  minimal t o  nonexistent .  

With a s t a b l e  population, Sedalians have discovered, it is much e a s i e r  t o  

emphasize q u a l i t y  of l i f e .  

Taking note  of t h i s  f a c t  i n  1974, j o u r n a l i s t  Dickson Terry described 

Sedal ia  a s  a town where "you see  s t r e e t  a f t e r  s t r e e t  of middle c l a s s  

houses with green lawns and b i g  t r e e s ,  a l l  well kept and f resh ly  painted 

and looking as  though Andy Hardy might s t e p  out  of any one of them.lt6 

That ' s  a b i t  on t h e  Pollyanna side--everyone doesn ' t  l i v e  t h e  good 

l i f e - - b u t  the  point  Terry was making was t h a t  p rosper i ty  comes i n  many 

colors .  

W. A. McVey, great-grandson of Absalom McVey, one of Seda l i a ' s  found- 

ing f a t h e r s ,  put  it t h i s  way: "I r e a l l y  be l ieve  Sedal ia  i s  j u s t  about t h e  

i d e a l  s i z e  f o r  people t o  l i v e  comfortably. We have about everything we 

want r i g h t  here and, i f  necessary, t h e r e ' s  always Kansas City." 

People who f i n d  oppor tuni t ies  lacking simply move away. 

McVey, inc iden ta l ly ,  i s  one of only a handful of people who 

remember anything about Sedal ia  i n  the  e a r l y  1900s, and he was j u s t  

a youngster then. But no one is  l e f t  whose b ra in  can reconst ruct  

images of  the  Sedal ia  of General George Rappeen Smith, the  c i t y ' s  

venerable founder. There a r e  o ld  newspapers, c i t y  d i r e c t o r i e s ,  postcards,  

accounts, l e t t e r s ,  locks of h a i r ,  t i n types  and o the r  ar t i facts--many of 



which a r e  on d isp lay ,  along with a  s t u f f e d  bear ,  i n  t h e  P e t t i s  

County Courthouse. And the re  a r e  t h e  bui ld ings ,  the  houses. Sedal ia  has: 

A former Congressman's mansion e s s e n t i a l l y  frozen i n  time s ince  

1934. 

A house with an e a r l y  form of insulat ion--animal  hide--sealed 

ins ide  i t s  walls .  

A playhouse with a  "fireman's pole" f o r  a  l i t t l e  g i r l  who became 

a Li. S. v i c e  pres ident  ' s wife. 

A seagoing house with a  por thole  window on an upper landing where 

the  wal ls  seem t o  curve away. 

A house with a  s e c r e t  room behind a  wall of books t h a t  swivels ,  

j u s t  l i k e  i n  t h e  movies. 

A house with an observat ion tower entered  through a  t h i r d  l eve l  ballroom. 

These a r e  only a  few of the  130 v in tage  houses and o the r  s t r u c t u r e s  

i d e n t i f i e d  by Show-Me Regional Planning Commission i n  a  survey j o i n t l y  

funded by the  Missouri Off ice  of H i s t o r i c  Preservat ion and t h e  Commission. S 

Deta i l s  of these  and o the r  se l ec ted  h i s t o r i c  houses a r e  contained i n  Chap- 

t e r  Four and i n  Volume Two. A l l  houses a r e  p r i v a t e l y  owned and, a s  of 

t h i s  wr i t ing ,  none is  known t o  be open t o  t h e  publ ic .  

Two h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t s ,  t e n t a t i v e l y  c a l l e d  the  Broadway H i s t o r i c  

D i s t r i c t  and the  Victorian Towers H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t ,  a r e  proposed and d i s -  

cussed i n  Chapters Five and Six.  

No houses survive  from pre-Civi l  War Sedal ia ,  bu t  t h e r e  a r e  a  few 

from t h e  1870s, a  l i b e r a l  sp r ink l ing  from t h e  1880s, and l i t e r a l l y  hundreds 

from the  1890s and e a r l y  1900s. 

In  many ways, t h e  photographs t h a t  i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s  volume and which 

accompany t h e  inventory survey forms of Volume Two a r e  the  h e a r t  of the  

p ro jec t .  They a re ,  a f t e r a l l ,  t h e  r e s u l t  of  l i g h t  f a l l i n g  of t h e  ac tua l  

s t r u c t u r e s ,  and a s  such a r e  i r r e f u t a b l e  evidence. For a l ready t h e  l i t e r a l  

houses a r e  s h i f t i n g  and changing. 

In  researching Seda l i a ' s  houses f o r  h i s t o r i c  and/or a r c h i t e c t u r a l  

s igni f icance ,  much time was spent  working with t h e  Sedal ia  Publ ic  Library ' s  

c o l l e c t i o n  of c i t y  d i r e c t o r i e s .  Af ter  severa l  hours of t r ac ing  names 

backward and forward i n  time u n t i l  they e i t h e r  vanished o r  d i d n ' t ,  t h e  

f l o o r  would seem covered with t i n y  f l a k e s  of pa le  snow. Several  e d i t i o n s  

of the  d i r e c t o r y  were p r in ted  on a  very pulpy paper which i s  r ap id ly  
- * 

A similar ly-funded study of Seda l i a ' s  downtown bui ld ings ,  t i t l e d  "Pre- 
serving H i s t o r i c  Sedalia ,"  was done by Tom Christopher i n  1981. The current  
survey does not  include any of t h e  downtown bui ld ings  and i s  intended a s  a  
supplemental work. 



r e t u r n i n g  t o  i t s  b a s i c  e lements .  Today, t h e  paper  crumbles a t  t h e  

s l i g h t e s t  excuse. The i r r e p l a c e a b l e  d i r e c t o r i e s ,  a l though e s s e n t i a l  t o  

t h e  p re sen t  r e sea rch ,  were never  used without a  p a i n f u l  awareness o f  

t h e  damage t h a t  was being i n f l i c t e d .  

Lives a r e  a c c e l e r a t e d  i n  t h e  c i t y  d i r e c t o r i e s .  People move i n t o  

house, grow o l d  and d i e  i n  t h e  few minutes it t a k e s  t o  check ou t  an 

address .  O r  maybe, f o u r  Christmases l a t e r ,  i t ' s  j u s t  Mrs. Jones ,  wid. o f  

,John. You s t a r t  p u l l i n g  f o r  them s t i l l  t o  be t h e r e ,  o r  f o r  some ind i ca -  

t i o n  t h a t  t hey  simply moved t o  a  d i f f e r e n t  address--which i s  r a t h e r  

f o o l i s h ,  s i n c e  it a l l  happened, whatever it was, a  long time ago and 

t h e  houses a r e  t h e  on ly  su rv ivo r s .  For now. 

The u l t i m a t e  goa l s  of t h i s  h i s t o r i c  p re se rva t ion  survey a r e  t o  

presen t  f a c t u a l  information concerning bu i ld ing  o r i g i n s ,  s i g n i f i c a n c e  and 

usage; t o  he ighten  community and ind iv idua l  awareness of t h e  c i t y ' s  a r c h i -  

t e c t u r a l  h e r i t a g e ;  t o  encourage t h e  es tab l i shment  of  one o r  more h i s t o r i c  

d i s t r i c t s ;  and t o  develop t h e  p re se rva t ion  e t h i c .  

A l l  o l d  bu i ld ings  shou ldn ' t  be saved, g ran ted .  But a s  t h e  supply 

i n e v i t a b l y  dwindles,  shou ldn ' t  we t r y  t o  grab a s  many a s  p o s s i b l e  i n  t h e  

hope of saving a  few? 

Roger Maserang 
February 1985 

Note: I t  probably should be s t a t e d  somewhere t h a t  a l l  op in ions  expressed 

i n  Links t o  t h e  Pas t  a r e  s o l e l y  those  o f  t h e  au thor .  Such opinions a r e  no t  

n e c e s s a r i l y  shared by t h e  Missouri  Of f i ce  of  H i s t o r i c  P re se rva t ion  o r  Show- 

Me Regional Planning Commission. 



~ r c h i t e c t u r e ,  l i k e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  i s  a b o u t  a s  good a s  a communi ty  
d e s e r v e s .  T h e  shell w h i c h  we c r e a t e  for o u r s e l v e s  marks  o u r  s p i r i t u a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  a s  p l a i n l y  a s  t h a t  o f  a s n a i l  d e n o t e s  i t s  s p e c i e s .  

- -Lewis  Mumford 

CHAPTER 1 

GATHER I NG THE P I ECES (METHODOLOGY 

H i s t o r i c a l  r e sea rch  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a  s i f t i n g  process .  The 

r e sea rche r  begins  by p lay ing  d e t e c t i v e ,  ga the r ing  a l l  t h e  empir ica l  

d a t a  he  can g e t  h i s  hands on wi th in  a  chosen con tex t .  During t h i s  

phase,  d e t a i l s  may s u r f a c e  which suggest  a  change i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  

t h e  r e sea rch .  Signs p o i n t  t h i s  way, o r  t h a t  way, and t h e  search  

narrows. Much t h a t  has  been pa ins t ak ing ly  gathered i s  (o r  should be) 

s epa ra t ed  o u t ,  s i f t e d  through an i n c r e a s i n g l y  f i n e  sc reen  a s  t h e  

focus  sharpens.  Then t h e r e  i s  a  pe r iod  of  a n a l y s i s  and, f i n a l l y ,  

a  formal p r e s e n t a t i o n  of  t h e  f i n d i n g s .  

This  p r o j e c t  involved cons iderab le  r e sea rch ,  bu t  a  conscious a t -  

tempt was made t o  keep t h e  t r app ings  of t h e  r e sea rch  from c l u t t e r i n g  

t h e  s t a g e ,  s o  t o  speak. Research papers  i n  t h e i r  common form t u r n  

most people  o f f .  Worse, t h e  s t r u c t u r e d  format a f f e c t s  what i s  communi- 

ca t ed .  So an e f f o r t  was made t o  p re sen t  t h e  f i nd ings  i n  a  way t h a t  

o rd ina ry  people  a s  wel l  a s  h i s t o r i a n s  wi th  an i n t e r e s t  i n  a r c h i t e c t u r e  

would enjoy read ing .  The chap te r  on houses,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  i.s designed 

f o r  everyone. Not t r a i n e d  a s  an a r c h i t e c t u r a l  h i s t o r i a n ,  t h e  au thor  

ltrould have stumbled over  t h e  vocabulary i n  any case .  But j u s t  a s  

i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  enjoy a  f l ower ' s  perfume without  exhaus t ive  knowledge, 

s c  a  bu i ld ing  can be app rec i a t ed  without  being ca tegor ized  i n  d e t a i l .  

The methodology: 

Af t e r  d i v i d i n g  t h e  c i t y  i n t o  s e c t i o n s ,  a  windshield survey was 

undertaken.  This  means t h e  r e sea rche r s  drove around Seda l i a ,  s t r e e t  by 

s t r e e t ,  wi th  a  map and a  notebook on t h e i r  l a p s .  Eventual ly ,  n e a r l y  



200 s t r u c t u r e s  were i d e n t i f i e d  a s  having a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s igni f icance .  

A t  t h i s  s tage ,  a l l  s e l e c t i o n s  were s t r i c t l y  a r b i t r a r y .  Later,  a  few 

buildings would be added as  a  r e s u l t  of  interviews with Sedal ia  r e s i -  

dents.  Others would be added a s  a  r e s u l t  of l i b r a r y  d iscover ies .  The 

windshield survey was accomplished on various days during Apri l  and 

May, 1984, This was the  most strenuous p a r t  of the p ro jec t :  The re -  

searchers '  neck muscles ached f o r  days! 

While a reas  of e a s t ,  south, and espec ia l ly  c e n t r a l  Sedal ia  a r e  

represented i n  t h e  f i n a l  r epor t ,  houses i n  t h e  western sec t ion  were of 

too recent  construct ion f o r  considerat ion (although we simply "hadt1 t o  

pick up t h a t  1940s des t ina t ion  of the  "cruisingt '  subculture known has 

t h e  Wheel Inn!). North Sedalia ,  t h e  o ldes t  p a r t  of town, t h e o r e t i c a l l y  

contains t h e  o l d e s t  homes but  nothing was i d e n t i f i e d  t h e r e  has having 

e i t h e r  g r e a t  age* o r  more than border l ine  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s igni f icance .  

A t y p i c a l  "oldert t  North Sedal ia  house is t h e  heavi ly  modified home of 

1890s c iga r  manufacturer Charles Honkamp. Located a t  502 N. Prospect Ave., 

the  bui ld ing i s  represen ta t ive  of what remains r a t h e r  than exceptional .  

Having s e l e c t e d  a surplus** of  s t r u c t u r e s  a s  s t r u c t u r e s ,  an attempt 

was made t o  i d e n t i f y  add i t iona l  houses f o r  inc lus ion because of t h e i r  

s ign i f i cance  i n  Seda l i a ' s  pas t .  Various sources were consulted including 

personal scrapbooks, c i t y  d i r e c t o r i e s ,  postcard co l l ec t ions ,  newspapers 

and o the r  ephemera. The Rautenstrauch family home, 703 W. 7 th  S t . ,  was 

t raced back t o  t h e  e a r l y  1880s and may be s l i g h t l y  o lder ,  but  it has 

been s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a l t e r e d  and has l i t t l e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s ign i f i cance  

today, This house was not included, but  r e luc tan t ly ,  because it was 

the  home of J u l i u s  Rautenstrauch, p ropr ie to r  of  Seda l i a ' s  o ld  Queen Ci ty  

Trunk Factory. The home of former prosecuting a t torney Roy W, Rucker, 

509 W e  Broadway, a l ready was s l a t e d  f o r  inc lus ion a s  a  f i n e  example of 

a Pra i r ie- inf luenced Broadway mansion--even before it was learned t h a t  

a daughter of  M r .  Rucker, Jane, had become the  wife of U.S. Vice Presi-  

dent Alben W. Barkley. 

*For Sedal ia ,  "grea t  agett should be any s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  p r i o r  t o  1870. 
In North Sedal ia ,  houses from the  1880s and 1890s have been s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
a l t e r e d  and genera l ly  a r e  lacking i n  e i t h e r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  o r  h i s t o r i c  
s ign i f i cance  as  f a r  a s  could be determined. 

**The con t rac t  with the  Mo. Off ice  of His to r i c  Preservat ion spec i f i ed  105 
s t r u c t u r e s  bu t  the re  was, of course, no maximum number t h a t  could be 
iden t i f i ed .  



I d e a l l y ,  a f t e r  i d e n t i f y i n g  an a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y - s i g n i f i c a n t  p i e c e  

of p rope r ty  and e s t ima t ing  i t s  year  o f  cons t ruc t ion  a s ,  f o r  example, 

1900, we would simply consu l t  t h e  1900 c i t y  d i r e c t o r y ,  confirm t h a t  

it e x i s t e d  then ,  and s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  check t h e  address  a g a i n s t  o l d e r  and 

o l d e r  d i r e c t o r i e s  u n t i l  it "disappeared." I f  t h e  address  was l i s t e d  i n  

each d i r e c t o r y  through 1886, bu t  d i d  n o t  appear i n  t h e  1885 o r  e a r l i e r  

d i r e c t o r i e s ,  then  we would t e n t a t i v e l y  assume t h a t  it had been b u i l t  

i n  (,approximately) 1885. With a  working d a t e  i n  mind, we wotlld consu l t  

a  second independent source  (such a s  a   anb born- erri is* map) t o  confirm 

our f i nd ing .  Unfor tuna te ly ,  such i d e a l  c i rcumstances were r a r e l y  en- 

countered.  

Sometimes a  house l s  1984 s t r e e t  address  was no t  t h e  same a s  i t s  

address  when b u i l t .  Sometimes t h e r e  would be a  gap of  s e v e r a l  yea r s  
* * 

between a v a i l a b l e  d i r e c t o r i e s ,  s e r i o u s l y  impair ing both  p r e c i s e  

d a t i n g  and de te rmina t ion  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  owner o r  occupant,  which was 

always a goa l .  Another problem involved t h e  des ign  o f  t h e  d i r e c t o r i e s :  

P r i o r  t o  1898, t h e r e  was an a l p h a b e t i c a l  l i s t i n g  of  owners bu t  no c r o s s  

indexing by s t r e e t s .  To check e a r l i e r  t han  1898, a  name a s  wel l  a s  an 

address  u s u a l l y  was needed. In  a t tempt ing  t o  overcome t h i s  problem, 

marly hours  were spent  por ing  over  t h e  t o t a l  l i s t i n g  of  house occupants 

i n  t h r e e  of  t h e  e a r l y  d i r e c t o r i e s ,  looking f o r  f a m i l i a r  addresses  i n  

t h e  hope of  p ick ing  up l o s t  t r a i l s .  Resu l t s  were no t  encouraging. 

Another problem was determining when a  house had been t o r n  down 

o r  o therwise  des t royed  and rep laced  wi th  another  dwell ing a t  t h e  same 

* 
The Sanborn-Perr is  Map Co., Ltd. ,  of  New York, prepared d e t a i l e d  

block-by-block maps f o r  many U.S. c i t i e s .  The maps were used most o f t e n  
by insurance  companies. I t  was a  seemingly Herculean t a s k  which must 
have provided employment f o r  hundreds o f  h igh ly  s k i l l e d  i n d i v i d u a l s .  
The e l a b o r a t e  North arrows a r e  p e r f e c t  symbols of t h e  V ic to r i an  age 
which produced them. Today, t h e  maps a r e  an i d e a l  t o o l  f o r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
h i s t o r i a n s .  

** 
The Seda l i a  Pub l i c  Library  does not  have a  complete s e t  o f  S e d a l i a  

c i t y  d i r e c t o r i e s ,  a l though it does have a  copy o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  f i r s t ,  pub- 
l i s h e d  by C .  Henry DeVoe f o r  1873-74. A f t e r  1873-74., t h e  next  d a t e  i n  
t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  i s  1883--a s e r i o u s  gap. Fo r tuna t e ly ,  t h e r e  i s  a  d i r e c -  
t o r y  f o r  1876 a t  t h e  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  L ibrary  i n  Columbia, and a  xero- 
graphic  copy i n  a  p r i v a t e  c o l l e c t i o n .  Af t e r  1883-84, t h e  gaps a r e  few. 
The c o l l e c t i o n  inc ludes  d i r e c t o r i e s  f o r :  1884-85, 1886-87, 1888-89, 
1889-90, 1991-92, 1895, 1897, 1898-99, 1900-01, 1901-02, 1903, 1904, 
1906-07, 1908, 1909-10,1913, 1915, 1917, 1920-21, 1921-22, 1924, 1925, 
1927, 1929, 1931, 1935, 1937, 1941, 1946, 1948, 1950, e t c .  



address .  This problem sometimes could be resolved by consul t ing  a 

Sanborn-Perris map. Usually, t h e  Sanborn-Perris drawing would provide 

the  plan shape p lus  enough information about t h e  number of  s t o r i e s ,  

cons t ruc t ion  ma te r i a l s ,  e t s . ,  t o  r e so lve  such quest ions.  For example, 

t h e  Heard House a t  200 W. Broadway was repor ted  t o  have been b u i l t  f o r  

Congressman Heard i n  t h e  e a r l y  1900s, and so  it appeared t o  t h e  research-  

e r s .  C i ty  d i r e c t o r i e s ,  however, i nd ica t ed  t h a t  200 W. Broadway was t h e  

address  of John P. Gass, p r i n c i p a l  of  Broadway School, from 1898-1903. 

Was it p o s s i b l e  t h a t  our  information was inaccura te ,  t h a t  Heard was no t  

t he  o r i g i n a l  owner and occupant a f t e r a l l ?  In  t h i s  case ,  t h e  mystery 

was solved by consul t ing  t h e  appropr ia te  Sanborn-Perris maps. The two- 

s t o r y  Heard House's f a m i l i a r  shape appeared on the  1908 map, but  e a r l i e r  

maps (1898 and e a r l i e r )  showed e i t h e r  a one-story b r i ck  dwelling with a 

d i f f e r e n t  f l o o r  plan,  o r  a vacant  l o t .  Addit ional  research  ind ica t ed  

t h a t  t h e  contractor--Dean Brothers Construction Co., of Sedalia--began 

cons t ruc t ion  i n  1904 and f i n i s h e d  i n  1906. I n  t h i s  case,  it was Sanborn- 

P e r r i s  t o  t h e  rescue.  

Dating of houses was a necessary bu t  o f t en  inexact  f a c e t  o f  t h e  

survey. Abst rac ts  were occas ional ly  h e l p f u l ,  bu t  gene ra l ly  t h e  co l l ec -  

t i o n  of c i t y  d i r e c t o r i e s  a t  t h e  pub l i c  l i b r a r y  was most u se fu l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

when they  could be used i n  conjunction with the  d e t a i l e d  Sanborn-Perris 

maps. But t h e  maps were only  published a t  i n t e r v a l s .  The Sedal ia  col-  

l e c t i o n  a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of  Missouri--Columbia's E l l i s  Library c o n s i s t s  

of t h e  following years:  1883, 1888, 1892, 1898, 1908, 1914, and 1925. 

I n  addi t ion ,  t h e  maps only  d e p i c t  s e l e c t e d  sec t ions  of  t h e  c i t y .  Often 

the  rnap needed t o  r e so lve  a problem was nonexis ten t .  But Sanborn- 

Perr:is maps, f o r  a l l  t h e i r  disappointments,  a r e  f a s c i n a t i n g  instruments .  

One can watch a s  vacant  l o t s  a r e  developed, proper ty  i s  a l t e r e d ,  and 

f i n a l l y ,  perhaps, razed and replaced with o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e s :  I t ' s  a b i t  l i k e  

t ime-lapse photography without t h e  smooth t r a n s i t i o n s  from frame t o  frame. 

Abst rac ts  a l s o  can be f a sc ina t ing .  Researchers examined a b s t r a c t s  

f o r  s eve ra l  addresses,  hoping, a s  always, t o  determine t h e  names of 

o r i g i n a l  occupants and the  ever -e lus ive  d a t e s  of cons t ruc t ion .  But 

t y p i c a l  a b s t r a c t s ,  con t r a ry  t o  what many people be l i eve ,  don ' t  provide 

t h i s  information. They dea l  with t r a c t s  of  land, no t  t h e  bui ld ings .  

Some a b s t r a c t s  had da te s  a s  f a r  back a s  t h e  1850s, when t h e  t r a c t  was 



o r i g i n a l l y  purchased from a land o f f i c e ,  bu t  gene ra l l y  t h e r e  was no 

house on t h e  s i t e  then  o r  a t  l e a s t  no t  today ' s  house. These a b s t r a c t s  

con ta in  t h e  names of t h e  founding f a t h e r s  of  Seda l i a ,  who were o f t e n  

involved i n  t h e  buying and s e l l i n g  of  p a r c e l s  of  land,  a s  wel l  a s  t h e  

names of  prominent bankers and i n v e s t o r s  i n  r e a l  e s t a t e :  George R .  

Smith, Absalom McVey, David W .  Bouldin, Augustus M.  B a r r e t t ,  David H.  

Smith, A .  D .  Jaynes,  Cyrus Newkirk, John D.  Crawford, e t c .  Occasional ly ,  

it was p o s s i b l e  t o  reasonably e s t ima te  when a bu i ld ing  was cons t ruc t ed  

by making in fe r ences  from mortgage documents. 

During l a t e  summer and e a r l y  f a l l ,  a ques t i onna i r e  was developed 

and d i s t r i b u t e d  (with a cover l e t t e r  expla in ing  t h e  survey and a 

stamped, s e l f - add re s sed  envelope) t o  many c u r r e n t  p rope r ty  owners. The 

i n i t i a l  response  was d i s appo in t ing ,  but  te lephone follow-ups r a i s e d  

t h e  percentage s u b s t a n t i a l l y .  A few ques t i onna i r e s  were s t i l l  t r i c k l i n g  

i n  a s  l a t e  a s  January!  Hindsight  sugges ts  t h a t  a b e t t e r  procedure would 

hake been b l anke t ,  door-to-door d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  ques t i onna i r e s  e a r l y  i n  

t h e  survey. 

Many hours were logged i n  t h e  P e t t i s  County r e a s s e s s o r ' s  o f f i c e .  

This  was t h e  p r i n c i p a l  source of  contemporary f l o o r  p l ans ,  l e g a l  des-  

c r i p t i o n s ,  and o f f i c i a l  information about cu r r en t  ownership. Photo- 

graphs were taken  of  each s t r u c t u r e  proposed f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  survey 

r e p o r t .  Contact p r i n t s  were made immediately and served a s  memory jog- 

g e r s .  Se l ec t ed  volumes of  Seda l i a  newspapers i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  

S e d a l i a  Pub l i c  Library  were consul ted .  

W .  A .  McVey, great-grandson of  Absalom McVey, one of S e d a l i a ' s  

founding f a t h e r s ,  was interviewed ex t ens ive ly .  McVey, a loca.1 h i s t o r y  b u f f ,  

had been suggested by seve ra l  persons a s  t h e  b e s t  source f o r  

t h e  type  of  information t h a t  was sought .  L i l l i a n  Wells, who a l s o  was 

h igh ly  recommended a s  an a r e a  h i s t o r i a n  and who has  a v a s t  c o l l e c t i o n  

of e a r l y  Seda l i a  p i c t o r i a l  pos t ca rds ,  provided information about s e v e r a l  

key houses.  Another va luab le  source of  information was Richard Dean, 

J r . ,  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  of  Dean Cons t ruc t ion  Co., and a descendant of an 

o r i g i n a l  s e t t l e r  of  Georgetown. Ron Jennings,  s t a f f e r  f o r  t h e  Seda l i a  

Democrat, provided s e v e r a l  u s e f u l  t i p s  e a r l y  i n  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  a s  d i d  

Donald Morton, d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Seda l i a  Publ ic  Library.  Many o t h e r  

in te rv iews  were conducted with cu r r en t  owners of  p r i o r i t y  houses .  



The c o l l e c t i o n s  of t h e  Missouri S t a t e  Library and t h e  Western Missouri 

Manuscript Library,  i n  Columbia, a l s o  were extremely va luable  sources 

of  information.  

A s  t h e  mountain of d a t a  grew (exponential ly,  it seemed), it became 

inc reas ing ly  obvious t h a t  some s t r u c t u r e s  would need t o  be e l iminated .  

I t  was not  p r a c t i c a l  t o  ga ther  even t h e  minimum amount of requi red  

information about 200 bui ld ings!  With g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y ,  var ious  

houses were el iminated.  Some were bo rde r l ine  cases t o  begin with;  

some were too  s i m i l a r  t o  o the r  houses t h a t  were being picked up; 

5ome had been a l t e r e d  a  b i t  too  d r a s t i c a l l y .  But t h i s  was an 

unhappy'business.  On some days, more houses were added than were 

discarded!  Gradually, however, t h e  number was reduced t o  130. 

Eventual ly,  a poin t  was reached when it seemed t h a t  only a  computer 

could poss ib ly  keep a l l  t h e  information s t r a i g h t ,  but  of  course t h e r e  

was no computer. And another  poin t  was reached when informants began 

t o  add l e s s  and l e s s  t o  t h e  p i c t u r e ,  t h e  long-awaited diminishing 

r e tu rns  f a c t o r .  I t  was time t o  s t o p  and t r y  t o  s o r t  out a l l  t h e  

p ieces .  
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T h e  f irst  i n c i d e n t s  o f  the s e t t l e m e n t  o f  a  p l a c e  i s  n o t  t h o u g h t  
wor thy  o f  b e i n g  r e c o r d e d ,  for it i s  not c e r t a i n  t h a t  the p l a c e  w i l l  
r e a c h  s u f f i c i e n t  magni tude  t o  be worthy  of  a p l a c e  i n  h i s t o r y ,  h e n c e  
the o b s c u r i t y  wh ich  veils the p r i m i t i v e  d o i n g s  o f  so many p l a c e s .  

To know who preached the f irst sermon,  when and where the f irst 
s c h o o l  was opened,  the f irst c o u p l e  m a r r i e d ,  the f irst d e a t h ,  the 
f i r s t  c h i l d  b o r n  and a  hundred other t h i n g s  would be i n t e r e s t i n g  m a t t e r  
in a f t e r  y e a r s  t o  p o s t e r i t y .  I t  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  o v e r l o o k e d  and a lways  
will be. 

--J. W e s t  Goodwin 
S e d a l i a  newsman 
1902 

CHAPTER 2 

THE WAY WE WERE, PART I 

Local h i s t o r i a n s  seem t o  agree on how everything got  s t a r t e d ,  but  

t h a t ' s  probably because t h e r e  a r e  s o  few f a c t s  and absolu te ly  no witnesses 

o r  accounts t o  muddy the  water. Plus it was p r e h i s t o r i c  man, i f  anyone 

a t  a l l ,  who occupied Sedal ia  i n  t h e  beginning, and t h e r e  never seemed 

t o  be a g r e a t  dea l  t o  say  about t h a t .  Af ter  George Rappeen Smith found 

h i s  way from Kentucky t o  P e t t i s  County i n  1833, th ings  s t a r t e d  ge t t ing  

~ n t e r e s t i n g .  He wasn't  t he  only founding f a t h e r ,  but  he f i l e d  t h e  f i r s t  
* 

p l a t s .  

Plus he was t h e  one who got  t h e  P a c i f i c  Railroad and t h a t ' s  what 

put  Sedal ia  on the  map. 

From r e l i c s  and o the r  evidence found i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of Muddy Creek 

and F l a t  Creek, a rchaeologis ts  a r e  p r e t t y  convinced t h a t  t h e  Sedal ia  a rea  

was a th r iv ing  place s i x  o r  seven thousand years  ago. Much l a t e r ,  so-ca l led  

modern t r i b e s  l i k e  the  Osage and t h e  Missouri were i n  t h e  region but  i t ' s  

highly un l ike ly  t h a t  any of these  Indians spent  much time wi.thin what be- 

came Seda l i a ' s  c i t y  limits. They p re fe r red  more secure  and l o f t y  s i t e s  

l i k e  the  b l u f f s  of  Lexington, overlooking t h e  Missouri River. A couple 

of  o ld  Indian t r a i l s  a r e  s a i d  t o  cross  r i g h t  where Sedal ia  grew. Some 

h i s t o r i a n s  a r e  a t a d  s k e p t i c a l  about t h i s  claim, though. 

* 
The f a c t s ,  such a s  they  a re ,  about Seda l i a ' s  e a r l y  h i s t o r y  a r e  

widely r ep r in ted .  No e f f o r t  was made t o  c i t e  Chapter Two's many, many 
references  b u t  t h e  information mainly was drawn from I .  Mac D. Demuth's 
account i n  the  Seda l i a  sec t ion  of The History of P e t t i s  County; t h e  c i t y ' s  
centennia l  publ ica t ion  t i t l e d  "The F i r s t  Hundred Years: A His tory  of  t h e  
Ci ty  of  ~ e d i l i a ,  1860-1960;" t h e  Show-Me Regional Planning Commission 
publicat ion,  "Show-Me Through t h e  Years," and many un iden t i f i ed  newspaper 
c l ippings  themselves l a r g e l y  based on Mac D. Demuth's account. 



A f t e r  t h e  Louis iana Purchase i n  1803, exp lo re r s  Lewis and 

Clark headed west t o  i n spec t  t h e  merchandise.  They went up t h e  Missouri  

and s e n t  back such glowing r e p o r t s  of t h e  coun t ry s ide  t h a t  p ionee r s  

l i v i n g  i n  p l a c e s  l i k e  Kentucky, Tennessee and V i r g i n i a  p u l l e d  up 

s t a k e s  and migrated westward, looking f o r  a b e t t e r  l i f e  i n  a s t a t e  

where it was l e g a l  t o  keep s l a v e s ,  which r u l e d  ou t  Ohio, Ind iana  

and I l l i n o i s .  (They d i d n ' t  a l l  have s l a v e s . )  

Most e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  who came t h i s  f a r  opted f o r  l and  nea r  t h e  

Missouri  River  bu t  i n  1818, a s a l t  works a long Hea th ' s  Creek i n  what 

i s  now n o r t h e a s t e r n  P e t t i s  County began t o  s iphon o f f  a hardy few. 

What wi th  d i s e a s e ,  f o u l  weather ,  Indian a t t a c k s  and run - in s  wi th  

an imals ,  t h e r e  were s u f f i c i e n t  hazards  t h a t  h a r d l y  anyone d i ed  s t r i c t l y  

of "na tu ra l  causes" i n  t hose  days.  S e t t l e r s  f i l t e r e d  through t h e  r eg ion ,  

b u i l d i n g  l og  h u t s  a long  t h e  same c r eeks  t h a t  had a t t r a c t e d  t h e  p r e -  

h i s t o r i c ~ .  

Meanwhile, steamboats t o  Boonvi l le  were unloading new types  of  

s e t t l e r s :  merchants,  mechanics, l a b o r e r s ,  s l a v e  t r a d e r s  and specu- 

l a t o r s ,  a l l  hungry f o r  one t h i n g  i f  no t  ano ther .  But t h e  ax-drawn 

covered wagon remained a popular  cho ice  f o r  moving e n t i r e  f a m i l i e s .  A 

b i g  yel low,  horse-drawn c a r r i a g e  was t h e  choice  o f  George R .  Smi th ' s  

f o l k s ,  h i s  w i f e  Me l i t a  Ann (Thomson), t h e i r  two l i t t l e  g i r l s  Martha 

E l i zabe th  and Sarah E l v i r a ,  two young aun t s  and a l l  t h e  Negro s l a v e s  

and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  They headed west from t h e i r  home i n  Georgetown, 

Kentucky, i n  October ,  1833. This  p a r t i c u l a r  caravan was made up of 

88 emigran ts ,  o f  whom 75 were s l a v e s .  

Smith s tayed  behind i n  Georgetown t o  s e e  what he  could do about 

g e t t i n g  h i s  money ou t  o f  a f a i l e d  bank and jo ined  h i s  fami ly  and 

s l a v e s  l a t e r  (without a good p a r t  of  h i s  f o r t u n e ) ,  according t o  one 

account .  The re ' s  ano the r  v e r s i o n  t h a t  has  Smith accompanying them 

and a r r i v i n g  a t  S c o t t ' s  Ford on t h e  Muddy River  on Nov. 12, 1833. 

Desp i te  a l l  t h e  s l a v e s ,  Smith was a n t i - s l a v e r y  and a r d e n t l y  supported 

t h e  Union. Governor Boggs made him a b r i g a d i e r  genera l  i n  command of  

some h a s t i l y  organized s t a t e  m i l i t i a  t roops- -bu t  t h a t ' s  g e t t i n g  s l i g h t l y  

ahead o f  t h e  s t o r y .  





A t r a d i n g  c e n t e r  c a l l e d  Pin Hook because t h e  r e s i d e n t s  made 

f ishhooks ou t  o f  bent  p i n s  sprang up nea r  a g r i s t  m i l l  on Muddy Creek. 

Actua l ly  t h e  name of  t h e  p l a c e  was S t .  Helena bu t  it seems ha rd ly  

anybody c a l l e d  it t h a t .  When P e t t i s  County was formed i n  1833, S t .  

Helena became t h e  county s e a t .  But no t  f o r  long.  By 1837, t hey  had 

moved it t o  a more c e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n  where an o l d  Kentucky f r i e n d  o f  

Smith, David Thomson, had s e t t l e d .  In  f a c t ,  Thomson had narned t h e  

new p l a c e  Georgetown a f t e r  t h e  o ld  p l a c e  i n  Kentucky. Smith moved 

t h e r e ,  t oo .  So d i d  Absalom McVey, a l l  t h e  way from Maryland. McVey 

would be another  founding f a t h e r .  

Qui te  a few yea r s  passed.  By 1857, Georgetown was a p:rosperous 

town o f  1,500. But two t h i n g s  were about t o  happen t h a t  woi~ld pu t  

Seda l i a  on t h e  map and t a k e  Georgetown o f f  o f  it. The t h i n g  t h a t  

happened f i r s t  was t h e  P a c i f i c  Rai l road;  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  happened 

second was t h e  C i v i l  War. 

By now every S e d a l i a  school  c h i l d  knows t h a t  it was Smith who got  

t h e  r a i l r o a d  t o  come t h i s  way in s t ead  of  some o t h e r  way, but  t h e  way 

he d i d  it i s  worth r epea t ing ;  it makes him seem both superhuman and 

human, a t  l e a s t  i n  r ega rd  t o  h i s  powers of  o r a l  persuas ion .  

I t  seems t h a t  t h e  r o u t e  might have skipped P e t t i s  Count:y e n t i r e l y  

i f  it hadn ' t  been f o r  Smith. The P a c i f i c  Rai l road  had a c h a r t e r  

au tho r i z ing  a t r a c k  a c r o s s  Missouri  from S t .  Louis,  and t h e  cheapest  

r o u t e  was along t h e  southern bank of  t h e  Missouri  River .  To ge t  them 

t o  a l t e r  t h e i r  course,  t o  t a k e  a r i d g e  r o u t e  a f t e r  reaching J e f f e r s o n  

C i ty ,  you had t o  make it worth t h e i r  while .  The r a i l r o a d  people ,  f o r  

a l l  t h e i r  weal th  and p o t e n t i a l ,  seemed cons t an t ly  on t h e  do l e !  

In  1852, Smith summoned P e t t i s  Countians t o  Georgetown t o  s e e  i f  

maybe they  would be w i l l i n g  t o  subsc r ibe  a t  l e a s t  $75,000 t o  h e l p  

a t t r a c t  t h e  r a i l r o a d e r s ;  o t h e r  coun t i e s  were having t h e  same meeting. 

Well, no, George, was what t hey  s a i d .  The proposal  was vot.ed down. 

Even a p ropos i t i on  t o  r a i s e  $10,000 was de fea t ed .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t h e  

s t o r y  goes,  Smith s tood up and made a rous ing  speech t h a t  l a s t e d  two 

hours .  When he  was f i n i s h e d ,  even t h e  people  who wouldn't  support  a 

$10,000 s u b s c r i p t i o n  were ready t o  t a x  themselves $100,000. On 

e l e c t i o n  day, t h e  measure passed by a margin o f  f i v e  t o  one. 
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Smith, who happened t o  be a  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  was a l s o  

one of  i t s  b e s t  t r oub le - shoo te r s .  When t h e  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  weren ' t  coming 

along t o o  wel l  i n  some of  t h e  o t h e r  key in land  coun t i e s  (Cole, Moniteau, 

Johnson, Cooper, Cass and Jackson) ,  Smith got  involved and t h e r e ' s  no 

t e l l i n g  how many two-hour speeches he ended up making. To h e l p  smooth 

ou t  a  funding problem i n  Jackson County, Smith and some o t h e r  men 

pe r sona l ly  guaranteed t h a t  s u b s c r i p t i o n  by p u t t i n g  up t h e i r  own 

money. Most people  f i gu red  they 'd  g e t  t h e i r  money back with p l e n t y  

of i n t e r e s t ,  once t hey  understood what it would mean t o  be on a  d i r e c t  

rou t e  t o  t h e  P a c i f i c  Coast.  

Meanwhile, t h e  r a i l s  were creeping westward. But a  few mi l e s  

e a s t  of  Georgetown, cons t ruc t ion  h a l t e d  a s  t h e  company d ickered  over  

p r e c i s e  r o u t e s .  By t h i s  t ime,  Smith was about ready t o  shake t h e  

Georgetown bunch. A s  much a s  t hey  had a l r eady  taxed themselves t o  g e t  

t h e  i r o n  ho r se  t o  come through P e t t i s  County, t hey  wouldn't  go t h e  

e x t r a  mi le  t o  g e t  it a t  t h e i r  doors tep .  The proposed r o u t e  was t h r e e  

mi les  t o  t h e  south .  The way Smith saw it,  Georgetown was doomed un le s s  

they  a c t e d .  Smith d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  shake anybody, bu t  he  d i d  g e t  mad 

enough t o  t e l l  them he 'd  l i v e  t o  s e e  t h e  day when b a t s  and owls would 

n e s t  i n  t h e i r  courthouse.  So much f o r  o r a l  persuas ion .  

Enter  Absalom McVey. A t  n i g h t ,  McVey must have imagined t h a t  he 

could hea r  t h e  sound of approaching steam engines .  Cons t ruc t ion  remained 

s t a l l e d  on ly  a  few mi l e s  away. A mi le  t h i s  way o r  a  mi le  t h a t  way could 

make a  tremendous d i f f e r e n c e  t o  a l l  concerned. The Georgetown a l t e r n a -  

t i v e  would r e q u i r e  an expensive northward curve t h a t  t h e  r a i l r o a d  

r e fused  t o  w r i t e  o f f .  Another a l t e r n a t i v e  a l s o  w 8 s  going t o  c o s t  

t h e  r a i l r o a d  an exo rb i t an t  amount. McVey, a  b i g  land owner, o f f e r ed  

t h e  company what it had always wanted: a  more d i ~ e c t  r o u t e  and f r e e  

r ight-of-way.  I t  was an o f f e r  they  cou ldn ' t  r e fqse .  
I 

Since he c o u l d n ' t  b r i n g  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t o  Geoqgetown, Smi th ' s  next  
1 

e f f o r t s  were t o  b r i n g  Georgetown t o  t h e  r a i l road . ;  He bought more t han  

500 a c r e s  o f  McVey land ,  most of  i t  j u s t  n o r t h  oi/ where t h e  t r a c k  

would come through.  I t  was t h i s  l and ,  o r  a  g o o d p o r t i o n  of it, t h a t  

Smith p l a t t e d  and named S e d v i l l e  before  wiser  f r i e n d s  p reva i l ed  on him 

t o  come up with something j u s t  a  t a d  more p o e t i c +  Which he  d i d .  (The 

"Sedl1 came from Smi th ' s  nickname f o r  h i s  daughtef,  Sarah E l v i r a ,  who 
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l i v e d  t o  be 99.)  Jacob Sk inne r ' s  wi fe  had t h e  f i r s t  baby and they  

named h e r  Seda l i a ,  t oo ,  according t o  one account .  Another ve r s ion  i s  

t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  c h i l d  was named Casper Yost,  Take your p i ck .  

Some o t h e r  r epo r t ed  f i r s t s  (and one second) : 

The f i r s t  p l a t  o f  S e d v i l l e  (Seda l ia )  was f i l e d  on Nov. 30, 1857. 

The f i r s t  p u b l i c  s a l e  of  l o t s  was on Sept .  4 ,  1858. 

The second p l a t ,  which included t h e  o r i g i n a l  p l a t  and was c a l l e d  

Seda l i a ,  was f i l e d  on Oct.  16, 1860. 

The f i r s t  passenger  t r a i n  reached Seda l i a  on J an .  1 7 ,  1861. 

According t o  an account by J .  West Goodwin, Smith h i t ched  a  couple 

of oxen t o  a  double c a r r i a g e  and drove down t o  t h e  t r a c k  t o  watch t h e  

h i s t o r i c  a r r i v a l .  A s  Goodwin t o l d  t h e  Nehemgar Club on March 20, 1902, 

when t h e  c a t t l e  s p o t t e d  t h e  pu f f ing  engine,  "They r a n  away wi th  c a r r i a g e ,  

d r i v e r  and a l l ,  u p s e t t i n g  t h e  v e h i c l e ,  throwing out  t h e  occupants and 

p r e t t y  thoroughly r u i n i n g  t h e  f i n e s t  c a r r i a g e  on Qua l i t y  Ridge." I t  

was a  f i n e  way t o  t r e a t  t h e  founder of  Seda l i a !  

By t h i s  t ime Smith had s t a r t e d  a  sawmill on some t imberland he 

owned along F l a t  Creek and was t u r n i n g  out  lumber f o r  t h e  new town. Some 

o f  t h e  f i r s t  houses were b u i l t  by Smith, David W .  Bouldin, William Rut- 

ledge and Jacob Skinner  ( t h e  f a t h e r  of S e d a l i a ) .  But j u s t  a s  t h i n g s  were 

s t a r t i n g  t o  boom a l i t t l e ,  t h e  C i v i l  War came t o  town. Rai l road  cons t ruc-  

t i o n  skidded t o  a  h a l t  f o r  n e a r l y  t h r e e  yea r s .  The way it tu rned  o u t ,  it 

was t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  t h i n g  t h a t  could have happened t o  S e d a l i a .  



T h e  i n c o m i n g  L e x i n g t o n  b r a n c h  t r a i n  r a n  i n t o  a  h e r d  o f  c a t t l e  n e a r  
Georgetown l a s t  n i g h t .  One o f  them became f a s t e n e d  i n  a  c a t t l e  guard 
and the others p i l e d  u p  o n  t o p  o f  i t .  

- -Seda l ia  Morning G a z e t t e  
1890 

The e x e c u t i o n ,  the sheriff s a y s ,  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  the r e a r  o f  the 
j a i l .  H e  h a s  had  no less t h a n  e i g h t  p r o p o s i t i o n s  t o  erect the s c a f f o l d ,  
the l a s t  one b e i n g  made y e s t e r d a y  b y  n K a i n t u c k n  Thomas, the c a r p e n t e r .  

- - S e d a l i a  Morning G a z e t t e  
1891 

A broom f a c t o r y  would r e a p  a  h a r v e s t  here. T h e r e  a r e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  
t hem s o l d  e v e r y  t w e l v e  m o n t h s ,  b u t  t h e y  a l l  come f rom a d i s t a n c e .  A 
broom f a c t o r y  i s  a l m o s t  a  n e c e s s i t y .  

- -Seda l ia  Morning G a z e t t e  
J u l y  1 ,  1891 

CHAPTER 3 

THE WAY WE WERE, PART I 1  

Did Seda l i a  s u f f e r  during t h e  C i v i l  War? Yes, and the  town was 

even occupied f o r  four  hours by a detachment o f  Confederates during 

General S t e r l i n g  P r i c e l s  l a s t  despera te  invasion of t he  s t a t e  i n  t h e  

f a l l  o f  1864. I f  you had been h i t  by one of  General J e f f  Thompsonls 

cannon b a l l s ,  you most c e r t a i n l y  would have su f fe red .  And t h e  s u f f e r i n g  

was abso lu te  f o r  t h e  s e v e r a l  Negroes who had been digging t renches f o r  

breastworks and who repor t ed ly  were executed by the  Confederates.  

But apparent ly  t h e  one "true" bombardment o f  Seda l i a  by shot  6 s h e l l  (Oct . 
15, 1864) i n f l i c t e d  most o f  i t s  damage on r e a l  e s t a t e .  Five invading Con- 

f ede ra t e s  a r e  s a i d  t o  have been " los t"  when they dashed i n t o  t h e  town, 

but  a p a r t  from t h e  t ragedy of  the  Negroes, accounts gene ra l ly  make no 

reference  t o  l o c a l  deaths o r  s e r ious  i n j u r i e s .  Plus d e s p i t e  i s o l a t e d  
* 

burnings, Seda l i a  never was torched by angry Rebs. 

I .  Mac D. Demuthls account i n  t h e  Seda l i a  chapter  o f  The His tory  of 
P e t t i s  County, Missouri (an 1882 publ ica t ion)  allows t h a t  it was d i f f i c u l t  
even then t o  r econs t ruc t  what happened i n  terms of c a s u a l t i e s .  Apparently 
the  f a t a l i t i e s  included "nine o r  tenv Negroes whc were executed, a farmer 
from Hughesville who was k i l l e d  when he was mistaken f o r  a mil i t iaman,  
t h r e e  unarmed Federal t roops  from Indiana s l a i n  i n  a s t r e e t  brawl by 
armed members of a Missouri a r t i l l e r y  u n i t ,  and a t  l e a s t  f i v e  Con- 
federa tes .  
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Mrs. George ( L i l l i e )  Faulhaber endured t h e  a r t i l l e r y  bar rage  i n  

a ne ighbor ' s  c e l l a r ,  a  basket  of  c l o t h e s  on h e r  l a p .  A s  she  r e c a l l e d  

i.n a paper  read  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1900s t o  members of  t h e  So ros i s  Club: 

While i n  t h e  c e l l a r  we could hea r  t h e  w h i s t l e  of  t h e  
cannon b a l l s ,  a s  t h e  corner  o f  a  house very  nea r  t o  us 
was h i t  by a  b a l l ,  and we could hea r  t h e  s p l i n t e r s  f l y ,  
t h e  most o f  us were on our  knees praying f o r  t h e  s a f e t y  
of  our  dear  ones ou t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  f r a y .  

I t  i s  a l l  t oo  easy  t o  minimize t h e  degree o f  someone e l s e ' s  s u f f e r -  

i ng -  But d e s p i t e  c e r t a i n  p r i v a t i o n s ,  it seems c l e a r  t h a t  Seda l i a  i n  genera l  

came through t h e  C i v i l  War wi th  i t s  boots  s t i l l  po l i shed .  And with con- 

s i d e r a b l e  more gold i n  va r ious  pockets  t han  before .  And wi th  a  r a i l r o a d  

t r a c k  t h a t ,  wondrously, came t o  town and then  s topped.  Like many another  

r a i l r o a d  town t h a t  blossonled along t h e  westward rou t e s ,  Seda l i a  was 

unique i n  s e rv ing  a s  a  terminus f o r  t h e  du ra t i on  o f  t h e  war while  

cons t ruc t ion  of new t r a c k  was suspended. For n e a r l y  t h r e e  yea r s ,  Seda l i a  

was a  t r a d e  c e n t e r  f o r  much of southwestern Missouri ,  and beyond. Seda l ia  

i s  considered t h e  on ly  town i n  i t s  reg ion  t o  have reaped economic bene- 

f i t s  while  t h e  war raged.  7 

'The success  s t o r y  o f  any town must t ake  i n t o  cons ide ra t i on  both 

luck (more good than  bad) and e n t e r p r i s e .  Seda l i a  had more e n t e r p r i s e  

than  good luck i n  some ways, but  it d i d  a l l  r i g h t .  During t h e  f i r s t  

months o f  t h e  war bus iness  s t agna t ed ,  but t hen  Union t roops  made 

Seda l i a  an ou tpos t  and t h i s  s t a b i l i z e d  t h i n g s  enough f o r  t r a d e  t o  p ick  

up.Toward t h e  end of  t h e  war (1863), t h e  t r a d i n g  house of  Cloney, Craw- 

f o r d  E Co., a lone  s o l d  $270,000 worth of  merchandise.8 S e d a l i a ' s  

popula t ion  doubled dur ing  t h e  war. None o f  t h e  houses from t h i s  

pe r iod  su rv ive  i n  any recognizable  form. Most were wooden boxes no t  

b u i l t  t o  l a s t .  

A newspaper a r t i c l e ,  c u r i o u s l y  headl ined "Sedal ia  S t ruggled  f o r  

L i f e  a t  Close o f  t h e  C i v i l  War," de sc r ibes  t h e  bus iness  a c t i v i t y :  

A l l  t h e  s u p p l i e s  which were needed by t h e  people  i n  
t h e  wide a r e a  o f  country-- then without  r a i l r o a d s ,  sou th  
and southwest o f  Seda l i a ,  were purchased i n  Seda l i a .  
Wagon t r a i n s  drawn by oxen, mules and ho r se s ,  came no t  
on ly  from a l l  sou th  and southwest Missouri ,  but  from 
sou theas t e rn  Kansas, from Arkansas, from t h e  Indian 
t e r r i t o r y  and even from Texas . . . . .  A l l  t h e  p r a i r i e  around 
Seda l i a  was do t t ed  wi th  t h e  camp f i r e s  and wagons of  t h e  
f r e i g h t e r s  ..... The main s t r e e t  o f  t h e  town was from day 
t o  day f i l l e d  wi th  covered wagons loading with goods.9 





A f t e r  t h e  war t h e  t r a c k  aga in  flowed westward and o t h e r  boom- 

towns sprang  up, b u t  S e d a l i a  was t h e  end of t h e  l i n e  long enough t o  

become a  f i r m l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  bus ine s s  community t h a t  cont inued t o  

t h r i v e .  The p a t t e r n s  were e s t a b l i s h e d .  No economic development 

s p e c i a l i s t  o r  p l anne r  could have managed it b e t t e r .  When ne:ighboring towns 

l i k e  Warrensburg and Dresden subsequent ly  became t h e  t e rminus ,  t h e  du ra t i on  

was t o o  b r i e f .  Even tua l ly ,  S e d a l i a  became a c c e s s i b l e  by r a i l  from 

s i x  d i r e c t i o n s .  Th i s  was t h e  k ind  o f  e n t e r p r i s e  and luck  t h a t  l e a d s  

t o  g r e a t  c i t i e s .  No wonder Seda l i an s  had g r e a t  e x p e c t a t i o n s .  

With t h e  advent o f  peace,  a  l o t  o f  t h i n g s  happened i n  r a p i d  succes-  

s i o n .  Main S t r e e t  was graded i n  1865, t h e  c i t y ' s  f i r s t  s t r e e t  improve- 

ment program. The county s e a t  was moved from Georgetown t o  S e d a l i a .  

The f i r s t  p r i n t i n g  e s t ab l i shmen t ,  c a l l e d  The Bazoo, was s e t  up on 

Ohio Avenue. S e d a l i a ' s  f i r s t  bank was founded by Cyrus Newki-rk and 

Col. A .  D .  J aynes .  Seve ra l  churches  went up. The f i r s t  school  system 

was organ ized .  Broadway School was b u i l t  and Broadway, t h e  s t r e e t ,  was 

l a i d  o u t .  I t  was s t i l l  on ly  1867. The nex t  y e a r ,  t h e r e  were gas  

1 i g h t s  . 
I n  1857, S e d a l i a  had t h r e e  houses w i th  a  t o t a l  popu l a t i on  o f  

p robab ly  n o t  more t han  15 o r  20. By 1861, what wi th  t h e  i n f l u x  o f  

people  from Georgetown and s t r a n g e r s  from t h e  e a s t  whose add re s s  was 

wherever t h e  r a i l r o a d  s topped,  t h e  popu l a t i on  was approximately  500. 

By 1865, it had jumped t o  1,000. And then  S e d a l i a  r e a l l y  s t a r t e d  t o  

grow--for awhi le .  According t o  t h e  Bureau of  Census, S e d a l i a ' s  popu- 

l a t i o n  i n  1870 was 4,560; i n  1880, 9,561; i n  1890, 14,068; i n  1900, 

15,231; i n  1910, 17,822; i n  1920, 21,144; i n  1930, 20,806 ( a  d e c l i n e ) ;  

i n  1940, 20,428 (ano ther  d e c l i n e ) ;  i n  1950, 20,354 (ano ther  d e c l i n e ) ;  

i n  1960, 23,874 ( t h e  a l l - t i m e  peak) ; i n  1970, 22,84.7 (ano ther  d e c l i n e )  ; 

and i n  1980, 20,927 (ano ther  d e c l i n e ) .  Th is  a l l  t a k e s  a  l i t t l e  t ime 

t o  e x p l a i n .  

Nothing s u f f i c i e n t l y  f a n t a s t i c  o r  gory having happened t .here ,  

S e d a l i a  u s u a l l y  escapes  mention i n  American h i s t o r y  t ex tbooks .  But 

i f  t h e r e  - i s  a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  S e d a l i a ,  chances a r e  i t ' s  i n  connec t ion  w i th  

t h e  one even t  t h a t  h a s  t o  do w i th  c a t t l e  stampedes,  lynch ings ,  shoo t i ngs ,  



farmers w s .  cowboys, mayhem, and j u s t  downright cuss idness ,  which 

always have been popular  family s u b j e c t s .  The Texas longhorn saga* is  

one of t o e  th ings  t h a t  could s t and  a l i t t l e  expla in ing .  

Appqrently, Seda l i a  would have become a l a r g e r  and more populous 

c i t y  i f  t;he longhornbusiness  had ended d i f f e r e n t l y . 1 °  Apparently, 

t he re  a r e  more than a few today who be l i eve  it did  end d i f f e r e n t l y .  

Meat p r i c e s  were sky-high a f t e r  t h e  war, and southern Texas was t h e  

home of  L i t e r a l l y  mi l l i ons  of unbranded and unclaimed longhorns. In 

1866, T e ~ a s  cowboys c a l l e d  "drovers" put  t oge the r  herds of var ious  

s i z e s  and pointed them toward t h e  r a i l h e a d  a t  Seda l i a .  Everyone knew 

the  c a t t l l e  were coming and Absalom McVey leased  a l a r g e  chunk of  h i s  

land j u s t  e a s t  o f  town t o  t h e  P a c i f i c  Rai lroad a s  a temporary stockyard, 

s a i d  W .  A. McVey, Absalom's great-grandson, i n  an in terv iew.  

Approximately 260,000 head l e f t  Texas. A s  soon a s  t h e  c a t t l e  

reached Missouri,  recept ion  committees began stampeding o r  shooting 

them. Many drovers  were sho t ,  lynched, forced  i n t o  Indian t e r r i t o r y  

and abused general  l y  . l1 Various h i s t o r i a n s  claim most t o  few of t h e  

c a t t l e  g a t  through. McVey, who has made a personal  s tudy of t h e  c a t t l e  

d r ives ,  slays 166,000 d id .  What s o  r i l e d  t h e  Missourians was t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  longhorns c a r r i e d  t i c k s  t h a t  spread a v i r u s  t h a t  i n  e a r l i e r  years  

had deciniated t h e  l o c a l  herds.  Plus they trampled crops and otherwise 

c rea ted  havoc, o r  so  it  was s a i d .  

Aftelr 1866 t h e  drovers  decided (1) t o  s k i p  Seda l i a  and (2) t o  

spend a s  l i t t l e  time i n  Missouri a s  poss ib l e .  Future d r ives  went no r th  

across  u n s e t t l e d  e a s t e r n  Kansas grass lands  t o  r a i lheads  a t  Kansas C i ty ,  

S t .  Joseph, Abilene, o r  El lsworth.  So Abilene in s t ead  of Seda l i a  

became t h e  f i r s t  g r e a t  cow town.13 S e d a l i a ' s  c a t t l e  pens shrank t o  

around f i v e  ac res  t o  se rve  l o c a l  herders ,  McVey s a i d .  A s  f o r  Abilene, 

today i t ' s  a scrawny 6,572, heavi ly  dependent on t h e  t o u r i s t  t r a d e  ( the  

Eisenhower boyhood home i s  t h e r e ) .  So becoming t h e  f i r s t  cowtown probably 

wasn't t h a t  b i g  of  a dea l  i n  i t s e l f ,  t h e  way it a l l  turned out .  

During t h e  next  f i v e  yea r s ,  Seda l i a  acquired a waterworks " s u f f i -  

c i e n t l y  apple t o  supply a l l  t h a t  may be needed f o r  a manufacturing metro- 

p o l i s  of 50,000 inhab i t an t s  ."14 

*Te a s  longhorns were produced when c a t t l e  o r i g i n a l l y  brought t o  t h e  
New Worl 1 by Columbus on h i s  second voyage i n  1493, and l a t e r  by Spanish 
conquistqdores,  i n t e r b r e d  with English c a t t l e  brought i n t o  t h e  a r e a  by 
American s e t t l e r s .  



From: Co l ton 's  Road Map o f  Missour i ,  1869 



By 1871, Seda l i a  a l s o  had: a  school system with t h r e e  school  

bui ld ings ;  11 churches; two na t iona l  banks and one p r i v a t e  bank; t h r e e  

foundries  and machine shops; a  f l o u r  m i l l ;  a  c a r r i a g e  manufactury; an 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  implement f ac to ry ;  t h r e e  newspapers; a  woolen f ac to ry ;  a  

soap f ac to ry ;  an amphitheater capable of  s e a t i n g  10,000; a  publ ic  li- 

brary;  more than 300 bus iness  f i rms;  and t h r e e  r a i l r o a d s  following 

completion of  t he  Missouri,  Kansas 6 Texas Railway Co. and t h e  Lexington- 

St .Louis  Rai lroad.  In  add i t ion ,  t h e  M, K 6 T es t ab l i shed  a  headquarters  i n  

Sedal ia  and t h e  Missouri-Pacif ic  ( the  o ld  P a c i f i c  Rai lroad)  was con- 

s t r u c t i n g  shops t h a t  would employ many hundreds of  men t o  r ebu i ld  and 

maintain i t s  locomotives and o the r  equipment. l5 Railroading quickly  

became t h e  nucleus o f  S e d a l i a l s  economy. 

Some people probably r e a l i z e d  t h a t  Seda l i a  was becoming too  

dependent on t h e  r a i l r o a d s  but  t h e r e  didn l t seem t o  be anything t o  do 

about it .  

Another th ing  t h a t  happened i n  1871 was r a i l r o a d - r e l a t e d .  The 

important t h ing  has seemed t o  be t o  a t t r a c t  a s  much r a i l r o a d  investment 

a s  poss ib l e .  Men of v i s i o n  long has seen t h e  t rend ,  and Sedal ians had 

responded generously. But i n  f inancing  r a i l r o a d  development l o c a l l y  and 

o the r  c i v i c  improvements, t h e  c i t y  had reached i t s  debt  l i m i t s .  This 

cos t  i t  a s ta te -suppor ted  school f o r  t h e  education of  t eache r s .  Seda l i a  

had been awarded t h e  school ,  b u t  t h e  s t a t e  Board of Regents seversed i t s  

dec is ion  a f t e r  being advised t h a t  t h e  c i t y  might no t  be ab le  t o  f inance  

the  school desp i t e  a l ready having voted t h e  necessary bonds. So Central  

Missouri S t a t e  Univers i ty  ended up i n  Warrensburg. 16 

During t h e  1870s, i t  was hard t o  b u i l d  houses and commercial 

s t r u c t u r e s  f a s t  enough. A f i r e  decimated t h e  downtown i n  1871, but  

rebui ld ing  began a s  soon a s  the  embers cooled. Houses seemed t o  spr ing  

up overnight ;  "Wonderful mansions a rose  on Broadway. "I7 Severa l  houses 

in  the  p resen t  survey appear t o  have been b u i l t  during t h i s  decade, but  

because a  conserva t ive  da t ing  system* was used, only t h r e e  houses and 

a church a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  such. The fou r :  407 W. Broadway; 724 W. 3rd 

S t . ;  2402 S. Ohio Ave.; and t h e  o l d  Southern M.E. Church (now t h e  Heynen 

Monument Co.) a t  301 E .  3rd S t .  

"Because 1870s-style  houses s t i l l  were being b u i l t  i n  t h e  1880s and 
poss ib ly  t h e  1890s, lack of suppor t ive  evidence n e c e s s i t a t e d  a conserva- 
t i v e  approach. There i s  no doubt t h a t  a t  l e a s t  a  few of  t h e  houses 
f o o l i s h l y  dated a s  1880s a r e  t r u l y  o lde r .  No claim of  i n f a l l i b i l i t y  
ever  w i l l  be made by t h i s  au thor!  



Unti l  approximately f i v e  years  ago, t h e r e  a l s o  was t h e  near- 

mythical George R. Smith house (ca. 1861!) Reputedly t h e  f i r s t  house 

b u i l t  i n  Sedal ia  (discounting McVey's, which was outs ide  the  c i t y  

l i m i t s ) ,  by the  very hands of i t s  founder, t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  nonetheless was 

condemned by the  c i t y  and to rn  down. The house, b u i l t  of rough wood from 

Smith's sawmill and covered with wood s id ing,  had been moved t o  a vacant 

l o t  on P e t t i s  Avenue j u s t  e a s t  of  Washington Avenue. Although the  house 

had de te r io ra ted ,  Ted Chr is t ian ,  a Sedal ia  r e s iden t  who saw t h e  i n t e r i o r  

r eca l l ed  t h a t  it "was s t i l l  a n ice  house with very n ice  woodwork. I t  had 

a s t a i r c a s e  and the re  was a f i r e p l a c e  i n  each bedroom. I t  could have been 

f ixed up without too  much work." Today pieces of the  house may be embedded 

in  one o r  another Sedal ia  s t r u c t u r e  a s  salvaged wood, i f  they e x i s t  a s  

a l l .  So much respect  f o r  one 's  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  he r i t age  is  p o s i t i v e l y  

mind-boggling ! 

I f  S e d a l i a ' s  development seems meteoric--and it was--remember 

t h a t  t r u l y  meteoric growth i n  a l l  f i e l d s  of endeavor was taking 

place i n  America from 1840-1880: 

In 1840 most t r a v e l e r s  and goods s t i l l  moved by coach, 
wagon and canalboat,  t h e r e  were only 2,800 miles of r a i l -  
road t rack  agains t  95,000 miles f o r t y  years  l a t e r .  The 
technological  advances of  t h i s  e r a  a re  unmatched: The 
telegraph,  the  ocean steamer, modern machine too l s ,  farm 
machinery, petroleum, photography, the  sewing machine, 
the r o t a r y  p r i n t i n g  press ,  gas l igh t ,  t h e  e l e c t r i c  motor, 
the telephone, e l e c t r i c  l igh t ing ,  a l l  were invented o r  
introduced during these  f o r t y  years. The s o c i a l  changes 
were even more decisive--from t h i s  e r a  da te  our present  
two-party system, d i r e c t  popular e l ec t ions ,  our publ ic  
school system, a l l  our graduate schools, most s c i e n t i f i c  
and profess ional  f g c i e t i e s ,  the  f i r s t  l a rge  corporat ions,  
mass immigration. 

Meanwhile, the  composition of  S e d a l i a ' s  population was changing. 

Kentuckians and Virginians had s e t t l e d  Georgetown and were among the  

e a r l i e s t  r e s iden t s  of Sedalia .  With r a i l r o a d  jobs beckoning, la rge  

numbers of r e l a t i v e l y  r ecen t  immigrants from Germany and I re land came 

t o  town, o f t en  by way of  I l l i n o i s ,  Indiana and Ohio. The Negro popu- 

l a t i o n  decl ined a s  many f reed  s laves ,  f inding few loca l  oppor tuni t ies  

for  employment, decided t o  t r y  t h e i r  luck elsewhere. Most of  Seda l i a ' s  

blacks l ived  i n  a s p e c i a l l y  p l a t t e d  sec t ion  i n  t h e  nor theas t  corner of 

town ca l l ed  Lincolnvi l le .  
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Telephones were i n s t a l l e d  i n  Sedal ia  i n  1880, only four  years  

a f t e r  t h e i r  invention.  A narrow gauge r a i l r o a d  was completed t o  Warsaw 

the  same year .  
20 

Many of the  s t r u c t u r e s  of a l l  kinds b u i l t  during t h e  1880s survive.  

If you a r e  i n  one of the  o l d e r  p a r t s  of  the  c i t y ,  it i s  j u s t  a matter  

of looking around. To mention j u s t  a few addresses, 1880s r e s i d e n t i a l  

a r c h i t e c t u r e  may be seen a t :  311 E .  3rd S t . ;  1019 E. 3rd S t . ;  1122 E. 

3rd St . ;  804 W. 3rd S t . ;  209 E. 6th. ;  522 W. 7th S t . ;  902 W. Broadway; 

424 S .  Grand Ave,; 610 S. Harrison Ave. ; 1508 S. Harrison Ave. ; 701-703 

S. Lafayet te  Ave. ; 1200 S. Missouri Ave.; 723 S. New York Ave. ; 720 S. 

New York Ave.; 916 S. Ohio Ave.; 1303 S. Osage Ave. ; 620 S. Washington 

Ave.; t h e  Calvary Episcopal Church a t  Broadway and South Ohio; t h e  F i r s t  

Methodist Church at .West  Fourth and South Osage; and t h e  F i r s t  Congregational 

Church a t  West S ix th  and South Osage. Some of th.e houses b u i l t  during 

t h i s  per iod  came equipped with towers, but  the  g r e a t e s t  flowering of 

towers was y e t  t o  come. Many o t h e r  1880s r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  

included i n  t h e  survey (see Volume Two) and, a s  s t a t e d  above, t h i s  group 

may well include houses a c t u a l l y  b u i l t  during t h e  previous decade. 

In  1884, S e d a l i a l s  very f i r s t  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t  was switched on a t  

August T. Fleischmant s drug s t o r e ,  402 S. Ohio, which appropr ia te ly  

enough today houses an o f f i c e  of  the  Missouri Publ ic  Service Co. The 

bui ld ing  bears  l i t t l e  resemblance t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  but  Fleischman l ived  

a t  622 W. Broadway, a ca. 1891 house included i n  the  present  inventory. 

One of S e d a l i a l s  o l d  newspapers c a r r i e d  t h i s  account of t h e  event: 

On May 26, f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time t h e  company (The Sedal ia  
Gas Works) s t a r t e d  t h e i r  engines and t h e  only lamp ye t  
put  up glowed with t h e  white e l e c t r i c  l i g h t .  This lamp 
was pu t  up a t  Fleischmanls Drug Store ,  and t h e  cu r ren t  
turned on e a r l y  i n  t h e  evening. The gas j e t s  bes ide  t h e  
Brush l i g h t  looked s i c k  and yellow, and had t o  take a 
back sea t .  The b r i l l i a n c y  of t h e  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t  is  in -  
describable.  I t  is p e r f e c t l y  white and can be compared 
with t h e  in t ense  l i g h t  of the  sun through th ick  p l a t e  
g lass .  - 

--J. West Goodwin, i n  The Bazoo; 
May 27, 1884 

Paving of S e d a l i a ' s  important s t r e e t s  was s t a r t e d  i n  1890. Main 

S t r e e t  got cedar  blocks and Broadway got "a sp lendid  v i t r i f i e d  b r i ck  

pavement." Paving of Second S t r e e t  with a spha l t  and F i f t h  S t r e e t  with 

b r i ck  were pending i n  t h e  summer of 1891, and o ther  s t r e e t s  were t o  be 

improved before  winter .  
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4 To understand an era, to reconstruct a time and 

E a place, the smallest details sometimes say the 
most. The following are bits and pieces of Se- 
dalia in the 1890s: 

A game o f  b a s e  b a l l  was p layed  y e s t e r d a y  a f t e r n o o n  o n  the 

P 
M . ,  K .  & T .  g rounds  b y  t h e  ~ i s s o u r i  P a c i f i c  brakemen and a " k i d "  
n i n e .  Tony L s e s e  umpired the game and w i l l  be a b l e  t o  be a b o u t  
a g a i n  i n  a f e w  d a y s .  

- -Seda l ia  Morning G a z e t t e ,  J u l y  1 ,  1891 

Lee  M a r s h a l l ,  a  l i t t l e  c o l o r e d  b o y ,  c a l l e d  a t  the home o f  Con- 
s t a b l e  Ramsey e a r l y  y e s t e r d a y  morn ing  and r e t u r n e d  the two  $10 
b i l l s  l o s t  b y  Mrs. J a c k s o n  y e s t e r d a y  and found b y  h i m .  The money 
was t u r n e d  over t o  the owner b y  the c o n s t a b l e .  

- -Seda l ia  Morning G a z e t t e ,  J u l y  1 ,  1831 

Having n o  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e i r  own, M r .  and Mrs. Wi l l h i t e  t o o k  
i n t o  their home and t e n d e r l y  c a r e d  f o r  a n  adop ted  d a u g h t e r ,  
Bessie W . ,  a  b r i g h t  and i n t e l l i g e n t  c h i l d ,  whose sunny  and 
a f f e c t i o n a t e  d i s p o s i t i o n  won f o r  her the l o v e  o f  a l l .  S h e  was 
t r u l y  the sunbeam o f  the home and the p r i d e  o f  her adop ted  
p a r e n t s ,  who were  d e e p l y  bereaved  b y  her d e a t h ,  January  9 ,  
1 8 9 5 ,  aged n i n e  y e a r s .  

- - P o r t r a i  t and B i o g r a p h i c a l  Record o f  
Johnson and P e t t i s  C o u n t i e s ,  1895 

Unknown m i s c r e a n t s ,  who a r e  e v i d e n t l y  i n  t r a i n i n g  t o  enter 
the p e n i t e n t i a r y  a t  J e f f e r s o n  C i t y ,  v i s i t e d  E .  G .  C a s s i d y ' s  
handsome new r e s i d e n c e  a t  the  c o r n e r  o f  West F i f t h  S t r e e t  and 
H a r r i s o n  Avenue ,  some t i m e  d u r i n g  Thursday  n i g h t ,  and t o r e  
down the masonry  f o rming  the w e s t  b u t t r e s s  o f  the s t o n e  porch  
o f  the F i f t h  S t r e e t  e n t r a n c e  t o  the m a n s i o n ,  f o r t u n a t e l y  
i n f l i c t i n g  a damage o f  o n l y  a b o u t  $10 .  

The  b u t t r e s s ,  w h i c h  i s  composed o f  Warrensburg  and Car thage  
s t o n e ,  surmounted  w i t h  a handsome c u r v e d  c a p ,  was l a i d  i n  
c e m e n t .  T h e  s e v e r a l  l a y e r s  were  torn down, b u t  f o r t u n a t e l y  
none o f  the s l a b s  were  broken. The  u p p e r  curved  mou ld ing  was 
on the p o i n t  o f  f a l l i n g  when R ichard  Ryan,  who i s  d o i n g  the 
mason w o r k ,  a r r i v e d  a t  the b u i l d i n g  y e s t e r d a y  morn ing .  T h i s  
m o u l d i n g  i s  a n  e x p e n s i v e  b l o c k  o f  s t o n e  and c a n n o t  be d u p l i -  
c a t e d  i n  S e d a l i a ,  a n d ,  i f  it had been d e s t r o y e d ,  the damage 
would h a v e  b e e n  much g r e a t e r .  S u s p i c i o n  h a s  been d i r e c t e d  
t o  c e r t a i n  p a r t i e s  and a r r e s t s  may p o s s i b l y  f o l l o w .  

--The S e d a l i a  D a i l y  C a p i t a l  , S e p t  . 21,1895 
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S e d a l i a  kept  t r y i n g  t o  grow. When t h e  Un ive r s i t y  o f  Missouri  

campus a t  Columbia burned i n  1892, S e d a l i a  b i d  f o r  i t .  But t h e  s t a t e  

pu t  i t s  u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  t h e  towns w i t h i n  s e l e c t e d  r eg ions  t h a t  came 

up wi th  t h e  most d o l l a r s ,  and Columbia and Boone County ou tb id  S e d a l i a  

and P e t t i s  county.  2 2  Th i s  was a  s e tback ,  bu t  a t  l e a s t  S e d a l i a  d i d n f  t 

l o s e  something t h a t  i t  a l r e a d y  had. 

Which i s  e x a c t l y  what happened two yea r s  l a t e r ,  when t h e  M ,  K 6 T  

; . a f f e c t i o n a t e l y  c a l l e d  t h e  Katy) removed i t s  l o c a l  headqua r t e r s .  23 

S t i l l ,  t h e  t imes  were good and t h e  t r a i n s  were g e t t i n g  longer  and 

anyone who wasn ' t  o p t i m i s t i c  about t h e  f u t u r e  probably l i v e d  i n  Lex- 

ington o r  Warrensburg o r  J e f f e r s o n  C i t y  o r  someplace l i k e  t h a t !  Some 

of  S e d a l i a l s  most n o t a b l e  mansions, such a s  t h e  H a r r i s  House and t h e  

Cassidy House, were about  t o  be  b u i l t .  I t  was a  time f o r  luxury ,  it 

was a  t ime  f o r  towers .  

Notable  1890s a r c h i t e c t u r e  is  found a t  901 W .  3rd  S t . ,  706 W .  5 t h  

S t . ,  700 W .  6 t h  S t . ,  705 W .  6 t h  S t , ,  720 W .  6 t h  S t . ,  624 W .  7 t h  S t . ,  501 

W .  Broadway, 803 W .  Broadway, 4.20 S. Grand Ave., 501 S .  Grand Ave., 

3rd and Moniteau (Sacred Hear t  Church) and 4 t h  and Vermont (United 

Church o f  C h r i s t ) .  There a r e  many, many o t h e r s .  Volume Two con t a in s  

b a s i c  survey  in format ion  on t h e s e  and numerous o t h e r  1890s r e s i d e n t i a l  

s t r u c t u r e s .  Also s e e  Chapter Four f o r  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  some of t h e  

ho~rses  l i s t e d  above. 
* * * * *  

S e d a l i a  kept  swinging. E n t e r p r i s e ,  which sometimes c a r r i e d  an 

element o f  r i s k ,  tw ice  had d r i v e n  t h e  c i t y  f a t h e r s  i n  f u t i l e  e f f o r t s  

t o  o b t a i n  a  s t a t e  u n i v e r s i t y .  With Kansas C i t y ' s  growth e a s i l y  e c l i p s i n g  

S e d a l i a ' s ,  t h e  c i t y  i n c r e a s i n g l y  saw i t s e l f  i n  compet i t ion  wi-th J e f f e r s o n  

C i t y  t o  be t h e  number one me t ropo l i s  i n  c e n t r a l  Missour i .  So i n  1895-96, 

t h e  g r e a t e s t  r i s k  o f  a l l  was t aken :  The people  o f  Missour i  would be  

asked t o  choose where t h e y  wanted t h e i r  c a p i t a l ,  S e d a l i a  o r  J e f f e r s o n  

C j  t y .  

S ince  t h e  c a p i t a l  a l r e ady  was i n  p l a c e  i n  a  r e l a t i v e l y  c e n t r a l  

l o c a t i o n  , a c c e s s i b l e  by water  a s  we l l  as road o r  r a i l ,  t h e  outcome 

probab ly  was never  i n  doubt .  But Seda l i an s  and P e t t i s  Countians 

committed t o  t h e i r  c i t y ' s  growth worked f e v e r i s h l y  t o  s e l l  t h e  i dea .  

And it r e a l l y  wasn ' t  a  bad i d e a .  S e d a l i a ,  i n  1896, was more t han  



double t h e  s i z e  o f  J e f f e r s o n  City--and was v a s t l y  more cosmopolitan. 

S e d a l i a  had an ex t ens ive  system o f  hard-surfaced s t r e e t s ,  e l e c t r i c  

s t r e e t c a r s ,  a  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y ,  b e t t e r  r a i l r o a d  s e r v i c e ,  abundant c l ean  

water  and an e x c e l l e n t  p u b l i c  school system. J e f f e r s o n  C i ty  was s t i l l  

s t r u g g l i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  g r a v i t y  which r u l e d  ou t  hard s u r f a c e s  

on most of  i t s  many s t e e p  h i l l s  because t h e  horses  everyone s t i l l  

used needed g rave l  t o  d i g  t h e i r  hooves i n t o .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  l i n e s  drawn d i agona l ly  ac ros s  t h e  s t a t e  from t h e  

extreme corners  i n t e r s e c t  a t  Seda l i a .  Anybody wi th  two good eyes could 

s e e  t h a t  S e d a l i a ,  no t  J e f f e r s o n  C i ty ,  was t h e  c i t y  of d e s t i n y .  

S t a t e  Sena tor  Charles  E .  Y e a t e r l s  speech i n  support  of " c a p i t a l  

removal" made a l l  t h e s e  p o i n t s ,  and added: 

Now, ought we t o  cont inue  t h e  c a p i t a l  a t  J e f f e r s o n  
C i t y  when we have a  chance t o  remove i t  t o  a  l i v e ,  
b e a u t i f u l  and p rog re s s ive  c i t y  l i k e  Seda l i a ,  without  it 
c o s t i n g  a s i n g l e  c e n t ,  knowing, t o o ,  t h a t  it never  can 
c o s t  a  d o l l a r  a t  S e d a l i a ,  on account of  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  
i n  t h e  removal amendment, and knowing t h e r e  i s  nothing 
t o  prevent  hundreds o f  thousands o f  d o l l a r s  from being 
appropr ia ted  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  o l d  bu i ld ings ,  i f  i t  
s t a y s  a t  J e f f e r s o n  C i ty .  I  do n o t  b e l i e v e  i f  some one 
should come he re  t o  v i s i t  any one among you, from some 
o t h e r  S t a t e ,  some r e l a t i v e  o r  bus iness  man, and he should 
ask you t o  show him an in l and  Missouri  c i t y ,  which would 
g ive  him an i d e a  o f  t h e  S t a t e  and i t s  resources  and pro-  
g re s s ivenes s ,  t h a t  you would t a k e  him t o  J e f f e r s o n  C i ty .  
I f  you were l i m i t e d  t o  t h e s e  two c i t i e s ,  would you t a k e  
him t o  J e f f e r s o n  C i t y  and say  he re  i s  an i n l and  c i t y  t y -  
p i c a l  of  t h e  grand S t a t e  of  Missouri?  Would you not  with 
j u s t  p r i d e  t a k e  him t o  Seda l i a  and say  h e r e  i s  a  c i t y  
which i s  a  t r u e  t ype  o f  t h e  g r e a t  S t a t e  o f  Missouri ;  
look a t  i t  and form an idea  o f  our  S t a t e  and i t s  
people?24 

I t  was a  v i n d i c t i v e  campaign, wi th  both s i d e s  pub l i sh ing  f l i e r s *  

t h a t  made t h e  competing c i t y  sound l i k e  a  p l a c e  no one i n  h i s  r i g h t  

mind would want t o  v i s i t ,  much l e s s  c a l l  home. O r  h i s  c a p i t a l .  The 

f u r  f lew a s  J e f f e r s o n  C i t y  descr ibed  S e d a l i a T s  water supply a s  lla 

s l ugg i sh  l i t t l e  s t ream ... swarming wi th  b a c t e r i a  and d i v e r s  pathogenic  

germs." Seda l i a  descr ibed  J e f f e r s o n  C i t y  a s  "a smal l ,  o ld- fash ioned  

r i v e r  town, a  ha l f - cen tu ry  behind t h e  t imes ,  s leepy  and d u l l ,  wi th  

no f i n e  bu i ld ings  o r  r e s idences ,  and without any of  t h e  met ropol i tan  

f e a t u r e s  o f  a  modern c i t y . 1 1 2 5  

* y e a t e r l s  speech and o t h e r  m a t e r i a l  concerning t h e  at tempted 
c a p i t a l  removal i s  i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Missouri  S t a t e  Library ,  Col- 
umbia. 
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At Sulphur Springs, Saline County, Missouri, 

August 6th, 1896. 



C a p i t a l  removal was an e f f o r t  t h a t  involved much of  t h e  community's 

energy.  Cons iderab le  a c t i v i t y  commenced wel l  over  a  year  be fo re  t h e  

i s s u e  came t o  a  v o t e .  Thousands o f  Seda l i ans ,  and many o t h e r  r e s i d e n t s  

of  t h e  county,  s igned  up t o  buy t h e  guaran tee  bonds t h a t  would pay f o r  

a c t u a l l y  r e c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  c a p i t a l  i n  S e d a l i a .  Dome,statues and a l l .  

S e d a l i a  planned t o  absorb t h e  e n t i r e  c o s t  o f  a  brand new c a p i t a l  

comparable t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  one ( they  promised t o  " foo t  t h e  b i l l 1 ' )  and 

had worked ou t  a  method f o r  f i nanc ing  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  which was de sc r ibed  

a t  l eng th  i n  t h e  pro-removal l i t e r a t u r e .  But t h e  ant i - removal  i n t e r e s t s  

claimed Missourians  would end up paying f o r  any new c a p i t a l  o u t  o f  

t h e i r  t a x e s  ( c e r t a i n l y  a  h o r r i b l e  t hough t ) ,  and when enough v o t e r s  

be l ieved  them, t h a t  p r e t t y  much s e t t l e d  t h e  outcome. On Nov. 3 ,  1896, 

t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  was soundly de fea t ed .*  And i n  most o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  

s t a t e ,  S e d a l i a  was c a s t  a s  a  v i l l a i n  who had t r i e d  t o  pu t  something 

over  on t h e  people .  The amount o f  dpmage t o  i t s  p u b l i c  image and 

c o l l e c t i v e  psyche must have been immense. Local newspapers, which 

had  devoted columns t o  t h e  i s s u e  d a i l y  f o r  months, suddenly became 

s i l e n t .  There was no p u b l i c  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  what went wrong and what 

it a l l  meant, a t  l e a s t  no t  i n  t h e  p r e s s .  Apparent ly ,  Seda l i ans  simply 

i n t e r n a l i z e d  t h e  whole a f f a i r  and went about t h e i r  bus ine s s  a s  i f  

no th ing  had happened. 

The 1900 census counted 15,200 people  i n  S e d a l i a ,  t h e  s lowes t  

r a t e  o f  growth i n  i t s  b r i e f  h i s t o r y .  

Seda l i ans  were r ebu f f ed  bu t  i f  t hey  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  t h e  c a p i t a l ,  

t hey ' d  t a k e  t h e  s t a t e  f a i r .  S e d a l i a  was awarded t h e  f a i r  on t h e  b a s i s  

o f  i t s  h igh  b i d  and, no doubt ,  i t s  c e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n .  The f e a t u r e  a t t r a c -  

t i o n  of  t h e  f i r s t  f a i r ,  i n  1901, was an automobile da redev i l  performing 

" t h r i l l i n g  e x h i b i t i o n s  and fancy t r a c k  work." A few y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t h e  

Wright Bro thers  demonstrated t h e i r  f l y i n g  machine i n  S e d a l i a  and a  

t r a c k  was b u i l t  f o r  ho r se  r a c i n g . 2 6  A f t e r  h o r s e l e s s  c a r r i a g e s  became 

common, it was f e a s i b l e  t o  pu t  hard s u r f a c e s  on J e f f e r s o n  C i t y ' s  s t r e e t s  

a f t e r a l l .  * * * * * 
- * 

The proposa l  f o r  c a p i t a l  removal on ly  c a r r i e d  i n  Kansas C i t y  and 
seven coun t i e s :  P e t t i s ,  Johnson, S a l i n e ,  Cooper, Benton, Henry and 
Polk.  I t  was resoundingly  de fea t ed  i n  S t .  Louis, by a  ma jo r i t y  of 
34,379. A t  t h e  same t i n e ,  William McKinley de fea t ed  William Jennings  
Bryan f o r  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  U.S. Less t han  f i v e  yea r s  l a t e r ,  McKinley 
would be a s s a s s i n a t e d .  
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Af te r  t h e  cen tury  tu rned ,  S e d a l i a l s  growth cont inued and by 1910 

t h e  popula t ion  was n e a r l y  18,000. Re la t i ve ly  s t eady ,  moderate growth 

based on a  r a i l r o a d  economy and increased  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  became t h e  

p a t t e r n  which cont inued wel l  i n t o  t h e  1920s.* But t h e  depress ion  of t h e  

1930s h i t  Seda l i a  hard .  Three of  t h e  fou r  banks c losed .  The M . ,  K .  6 T .  

c losed  i t s  shops.27 Meanwhile, t h e  buses had a r r i v e d .  Already t h e  r a i l -  

roads were l o s i n g  (and d r i v i n g  away) passengers  i n  a  t r e n d  t h a t  would 

cont inue  through Amtrak. Ins tead  of  r e s i s t i n g ,  r a i l r o a d s  concent ra ted  on 

movi-ng f r e i g h t .  Af t e r  a  f l u r r y  of  a c t i v i t y  during and a f t e r  World War 11, 

hard t imes  aga in  h i t  t h e  r a i l s .  That boom was over ,  probably fo reve r .  

Today d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  i s  t h e  Seda l i a  s o l u t i o n .  The c i t y  has  many 

small  and medium-sized i n d u s t r i e s  t u rn ing  out  p roducts  ranging from Levis 

and s t y l i s h  shoes t o  a i r  compressors and Pepsi  Cola.  The presence o f  

S t a t e  F a i r  Community College and t h e  proximity of  Whiteman A i r  Force Base 

a r e  dependable bulwarks,  genera t ing  hundreds o f  thousands of d o l l a r s  i n  

t r a d e  annual ly .  And t h e  Missouri  S t a t e  F a i r  guarantees  two weeks1 r e j u -  

vena t ion  each August. Although Seda l i a  appears  t o  have l o s t  t h e  prominence 

b a t t l e  with J e f f e r s o n  C i t y  (and both have been e c l i p s e d  by Columbia!), it 

remains t h e  dominant met ropol i s  w i th in  a  several-county reg ion .  

While t h e r e  a r e  many Seda l ians  who would l i k e  t o  s e e  t h e i r  c i t y  land 

a co rpo ra t e  g i a n t  (maybe a  Sa turn  assembly p l a n t ) ,  a cqu i r e  horse  r ac ing  

and perhaps double o r  t r i p l e  i t s  popula t ion ,  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r s  who agree  

with W .  A .  McVey t h a t  a  s t a b l e  popula t ion  makes i t  f a r  e a s i e r  t o  emphasize 

q u a l i t y  of l i f e .  
"I r e a l l y  be l i eve , "  s a i d  McVey, a  Seda l i a  n a t i v e ,  " t ha t  Seda l i a  is  

j u s t  about t h e  i d e a l  s i z e  f o r  people  t o  l i v e  comfortably." 

C i t i e s  t h a t  t r y  t o  have it both  ways o f t e n  l o s e  something t h e y  c a n ' t  

ge t  back. 
* * * * *  

One b l u s t e r y  n i g h t  i n  November, 1 9 8 3 ,  the many y e a r s  o f  s t r u g g l i n g  
came t o  n a u g h t .  S e d a l i a  and a l l  i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s  and b u i l d i n g s ,  t h e  H a r r i s  
House and a l l ,  were  v a p o r i z e d  i n  a n  a t o m i c  s t r i k e  a g a i n s t  t h e  ICBM complex  
t h a t  d o t s  s o u t h w e s t e r n  M i s s o u r i .  Announced weeks  i n  advance ,  i t  was a n  odd 
l i t t l e  h o l o c a u s t .  S e d a l i a  was o n e  o f  o n l y  a  h a n d f u l  o f  c i t i es  men t ioned  b y  
name a s  i n c i n e r a t e d  o n  the n a t i o n a l l y - t e l e v i s e d  "The  Day A f t e r . "  

~t was the u l t i m a t e  r a g e  upon the l a n d ,  i r r e v e r s i b l y  s e v e r i n g  a l l  
l i n k s  t o  the p a s t ,  b u t  i t  was o n l y  a  made-for-TV drama. T h e  n e x t  morning  
a s  S e d a l i a n s  walked among t h e  s t i l l  p u l s a t i n g  a r t i f a c t s  o f  their  c u l t u r a l  
p a s t ,  it seemed a s  i f  t h e y  and e v e r y o n e  else would h a v e  a n o t h e r  chance  a t  
f i g u r i n g  t h i n g s  o u t .  

* 
The importance of  r a i l r o a d s  i n  S e d a l i a ' s  h i s t o r y  w i l l  be  examined i n  

g r e a t e r  d e t a i l  wi th  s p e c i a l  r e f e r ence  t o  East Seda l i a  i n  Chapter Seven. 





T o  p r e s e r v e  the a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p a s t ,  we m u s t  l o o k  t o  the p a s t ,  T h e n  
b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  made b y  p e o p l e ,  f o r  p e o p l e ,  and a s  t h e y  a r e  t o d a y  the 

b u i l d e r s  w e r e  g o v e r n e d  b y  v a r i o u s  c o n d i t i o n s .  
- - N i g e l  H u t c h i n s  

H e  worked  his  h a n d s  i n  wood f r o m  the crib t o  the c o f f i n  w i t h  a 
c a r e  & a love you d o n ' t  see too o f t e n .  H e  b u i l t  ... m a n s i o n s  on the 
h i l l  & a b i r d h o u s e  i n  the b a c k y a r d .  

--Guy C l a r k  

I s  it t r u e  t h a t  the g e n e r a t i o n  w h i c h  c o n s t r u c t e d  the t r a n s a t l a n t i c  
c a b l e  and the t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l  r a i l r o a d  was u n a b l e  t o  b u i l d  a d e c e n t  
h o u s e ?  T h e  t r u t h  i s  t h a t  a n  e n o r m o u s l y  c r e a t i v e  and p r o g r e s s i v e  e r a  
produced  a n  e n o r m o u s l y  c r e a t i v e  and p r o g r e s s i v e  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  

--John Maase 

CHAPTER 4 

THE HOUSES: L I N K S  TO THE PAST 

Houses, o f  course ,  a r e n ' t  b u i l t  i n  a  vacuum. They always 

r e f l e c t ,  t o  g r e a t e r  o r  l e s s e r  degree,  t h e i r  t imes  and t h e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  

and h a b i t s  o f  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  owners. I t  i s  emminently l o g i c a l  t o  s t udy  

houses a long wi th  t h e  l i v e s  of  t h e  people  who b u i l t  them, commissioned 

them, o r  simply s e l e c t e d  them from an a r c h i t e c t ' s  c a t a l o g .  With subse- 

quent owners, of  course ,  it g e t s  a  b i t  confusing.  Today's school  

t e a c h e r  may l i v e  i n  a  mansion b u i l t  f o r  a  banker ( i f  he  d o e s n ' t  t r y  t o  

hea t  t h e  o u t e r  t e r r i t o r i e s ) !  

The o l d e s t  su rv iv ing  houses i n  S e d a l i a  were b u i l t  a  few y e a r s  

a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War, probably dur ing  t h e  e a r l y  1870s. By t h i s  t ime 

lumber and o t h e r  b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s  had become cheaper and were r e a d i l y  

a v a i l a b l e .  There was a  l o t  o f  a c t i v i t y .  Thanks l a r g e l y  t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d s ,  

it no longer  was necessary  t o  b u i l d  houses ou t  o f  logs  o r  with  heavy, 

hewn frames. 28 The f r o n t i e r  kept  reced ing .  

Also,  t h e  bal loon-frame type  o f  cons t ruc t ion- -an  American invent ion- -  

reached S e d a l i a  a t  about t h i s  t ime:  

The t r a d i t i o n a l  American way of  bu i l d ing  a  wooden 
house was t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  framework of  heavy t imbe r s ,  



locked toge the r  by mor t i se ,  tenon and wooden pegs 
and sheathed with hand-sawn clapboards. I t  requi red  
much time and s k i l l e d  carpentry.  The bal loon frame 
cons i s t ed  of t h i n  s t i c k s ,  n a i l e d  toge the r  and cover- 
ed with boarding from t h e  lumber m i l l .  A couple of 
men who knew how t o  handle common tools . . . could  pu t  
up a balloon-framed house i n  a few days. Balloon 
frame was a nickname; it was thought a t  f i r s t  t h a t  
these  f l imsy houses would f l y  away i n  the  f i r s t  $$rang 
wind bu t  they turned out  t o  be p e r f e c t l y  s turdy .  

Even t h e  o r i g i n a l  Seda l i a  house t h a t  founder George R. Smith 

b u i l t  (ca.  1861) n e a r  t h e  corner  of what became East  Seventh S t r e e t  

and South Washington was a balloon-frame job. H i s  Georgetown house 

had been a log-walled cabin. The new one was a simple s ide-gabled,  

ha l l -and-par lor  National Folk type. Later  he would commission t h e  

bui lding o f  a mansion on Broadway (razed) near  t h e  s i t e  of Smith- 

Cotton High School. The cabin i s  long gone b u t  h i s  f i r s t  Sedal ia  

house go t  shu f f l ed  around a b i t  and s t i l l  e x i s t e d  (with modif icat ions)  

a s  r e c e n t l y  a s  f i v e  years  ago when it was condemned and then  razed. 

Absalom McVey, another  of  Seda l i a ' s  founding f a t h e r s ,  designed 

and b u i l t  s eve ra l  e a r l y  houses. McVey b u i l t  h i s  f i r s t  house j u s t  north-  

west o f  what became S ix th  and Arl ington,  i n  1855. Since t h i s  was out- 

s i d e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c i t y  l i m i t s ,  it was Smith r a t h e r  than McVey who was 

c red i t ed  with bui ld ing  Sedal ia '  s " f i r s t .  

McVey had a h a b i t  of t e a r i n g  down h i s  o ld  houses and reus ing  t h e  

b r i cks  o r  lumber a t  another  s i t e ,  l i t t l e  knowing how f r u s t r a t i n g  t h i s  

would be t o  h i s t o r i a n s  wanting t o  zero-in on an e x c e l l e n t  (o r  any) Mc- 

Vey house. The General Thomson House which he b u i l t  no r th  of  town 

has been preserved,  but  t h e r e  a r e  s l i m  pickings i n  Sedal ia .  There i s  

t h e  heav i ly  modified ca. 1886 house where he d ied ,  a t  423 S. New York 

Ave. And t h e r e  i s  a simple frame house next  t o  it a t  1615 E.  5 th  S t . ,  

a l s o  s a i d  t o  have been b u i l t  by McVey. The f i r s t  i s  b u i l t  of b r i c k s  from a 

house a t  7th and Murray Avenue t h a t  McVey t o r e  down because he thought it 

might col lapse.30 Or ig ina l ly  a simple gable f r o n t  and wing National 

Folk type, it has  been expanded by var ious  wing add i t ions .  

Other second genera t ion  Seda l i a  houses ( those b u i l t  during t h e  

1870s and 1880s) include seve ra l  simple Folk dwellings such a s  those  a t  

1200 S. Missouri Ave., 1508 S. Harrison Ave., and 2402 S. Ohio; a number 
.- 

*I ron ica l ly ,  McVey, who had donated land t o  secure t h e  P a c i f i c  
Rai l road ' s  passage through Sedal ia ,  was f a t a l l y  in ju red  when a switch 
engine s t a r t l e d  the  horse  t h a t  was p u l l i n g  h i s  buggy. McVey was thrown 
out  and h i s  head h i t  a cobblestone. This happened i n  October of 1891. 
H e  d ied  two months l a t e r ,  a t  t h e  age of  89. 



of  Folk dwel l ings  wi th  V i c t o r i a n  t r i m  such a s  t h e  complex u n i t  a t  

720 S. New York Ave.; a  few V i c t o r i a n  Gothics  such a s  t h e  examples 

a t  724 W .  3rd  S t .  and 407 W.  Broadway; a  v e r i t a b l e  s p r i n k l i n g  of  

I t a l i a n a t e s  such a s  t hose  a t  311 E .  3rd S t . ,  1019.E. 3rd S t . ,  and 424 

S. Grand Ave.; a  ve rnacu l a r  Dutch Colonial  a t  701-703 S. Lafaye t te ;  

and a  number of  Greek Reviva l - in f luenced  houses such a s  t h e  massive 

example a t  620 S. Washington Ave. S e d a l i a  has  many o t h e r  second 

gene ra t i on  houses i n c l u d i n g . s e v e r a 1  n o t  picked up by t h e  c u r r e n t  

su-rvey . 
Many o f  S e d a l i a ' s  second and e s p e c i a l l y  i t s  t h i r d  gene ra t i on  

houses (1890s, e a r l y  1900s) a r e  garn i shed  w i th  Queen Anne d e c o r a t i v e  

d e t a i l i n g  ranging  from moderate (615 W.  6 t h  S t . )  t o  e l a b o r a t e  (705 W.  

6 t h  S t . ) .  Again, t h e  growth o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d s  had much t o  do wit.h t h e  

way houses looked: 

The growth o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  system made heavy wood- 
working machinery widely a c c e s s i b l e  a t  l o c a l  t r a d e  
c e n t e r s ,  where t h e y  produced inexpensive V ic to r i an  
d e t a i l i n g .  The r a i l r o a d s  a l s o  provided l o c a l  lumber 
yards  wi th  abundant s u p p l i e s  o f  p re -cu t  d e t a i l i n g  
from d i s t a n t  m i l l s .  Many b u i l d e r s  simply g r a f t e d  
p i e c e s  o f  t h i s  newly a v a i l a b l e  t r i m  on to  t h e  t r a d i -  
t i o n a l  f o l k  house forms f a m i l i a r  t o  l o c a l  c a r p e n t e r s .  31 

Meanwhile r a t h e r  smal l  workingman's houses were be ing  produced i n  

s u b s t a n t i a l  numbers. Due i n  p a r t  t o  t h e  s i z e a b l e  r a i l r o a d  popula t ion  

arltl e s p e c i a l l y  i t s  migra tory  cons t i t uency ,  t h e r e  was a  demand f o r  r e l a -  

t i v e l y  s imple  Folk dwel l ings .  The narrow, two-or- three room "shotgunI1 

s t y l e  was popula r  i n  S e d a l i a .  An example o f  such a  house can be found 

a t  1023 S. Lamine Ave. This  c a .  1880s house has  a  dash of  V ic to r i an  

t r i m  a t  t h e  apex o f  t h e  f r o n t  gab le .  

A s  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  cen tury  approached, t h e  l a r g e  and l uxu r ious  

homes b u i l t  by t h e  weal thy became, i f  anything,  even more magni f icen t .  

The 1880s and 1890s were a  t ime o f  g r e a t  optimism l o c a l l y ,  n a t i o n a l  

dep re s s ions  no twi ths tanding .  I t  seemed reasonable  t h a t ,  w i th  t h e  

growth of  s c i e n c e ,  man's mastery over  h i s  f a t e  could only be advanced. 

I t  a l s o  was t h e  age o f  r e a l i s m ,  32 w i th  American l i f e  be ing  t ransformed 

by " i n d u s t r i a l i s m ,  wi th  i t s  a s s o c i a t e d  complex i t i es  and s o c i a l  problems; 

t h e  t heo ry  o f  evo lu t i on ,  which made people  more aware o f  t h e  f o r c e  o f  

t h e  environment and t h e  b a s i c  c o n f l i c t s  of  e x i s t e n c e ;  t h e  new sc i ence ,  



which challenged t r a d i t i o n a l  va lues  and taught  d i spas s iona te ,  

empir ica l  observation."33 S t i l l ,  t h e  d o l l a r  was s t rong  and America 

was on a r o l l .  I f  you'd made i t ,  you'd made it; and i f  t h i s  tu rned  

out  t o  be t h e  only ex i s t ence  a man would eve r  know, it d i d n ' t  make 

much sense  t o  l i v e  i n  a hovel i f  you could a f fo rd  b e t t e r .  

General ly ,  t h e  men who made both Seda l i a  and themselves wealthy 

chose no t  t o  l i v e  i n  hovels .  They b u i l t  mansions, most of  which have 

been razed o r  burned and e x i s t  today only a s  two-dimensional photographs 

o r  pos tcards .  I f  Cyrus Newkirk and h i s  family ever  r e t u r n  t o  walk 

t h e i r  e a r t h l y  pa ths ,  those  pa ths  today may inc lude  t h e  she lves  of  p e t  

food, garbage bags and f rozen  vegetab les  of  t h e  Super Food Barn s t o r e  

t h a t  occupies t h e  West Broadway s i t e  where t h e  Newkirk mansion once 

s tood!  

But some of  t h e s e  mansions remain, i n  reasonable f ac s imi l e  of 

t h e i r  V ic to r i an  splendor.  They can never  be dupl ica ted ;  t h e  technology 

no longer  e x i s t s .  Eco log i s t s  po in t  out  t h a t  a spec i e s  once ex t inguished  

i s  never repea ted .  Nei ther  i s  a v in t age  house. 

A c o r r e l a t i o n  a l r eady  has been suggested between t h e  a s p i r a t i o n s  

of many Sedal ians  and t h e  bu i ld ing  of V ic to r i an  houses with a t t ached  

observa t ion  towers o r  t u r r e t s .  Perhaps it was simply a case of  l a r g e  

numbers of  upwardly mobile people us ing  t h e i r  houses symbolical ly:  The 

Vic tor ians  were known t o  do t h a t ,  and i t  i s n ' t  exac t ly  unheard of today. 

A " typica l"  house--such a s  might s u i t  a r a i l r o a d  conductor--would 

have cos t  i n  t h e  neighborhood of  $2,500 i n ,  say ,  1890. The Heard House 

a t  501 W. Broadway, b u i l t  f o r  a Congressman, cos t  $7,000. If t h i s  d i f f e r ence  

seems s l i g h t ,  cons ider  t h a t  t h e  one cos t  nea r ly  t h r e e  t imes a s  much a s  

the o t h e r ,  a $50,000 house a s  opposed t o  a $140,000 house. But simple 

l i n e a r  comparisons a r e  ha rd ly  adequate t o  express  t he  same t h i n g  to -  

day. In  t h e  1890s a man who could a f f o r d  a $5,000 house was, on t h e  

average, twice a s  wealthy a s  a man who could a f f o r d  only  a $2,500 

house. Today it would seem ludicrous  t o  claim t h a t  a man who can af ford  

a $50,000 house i s  twice a s  wealthy a s  t h e  buyer of  a $25,000 home! 

Midwest houses have something i n  common wi th  rocks ,  mineralogi- 

c a l l y  speaking. By t h e  time some s t y l e s  reached Seda l i a ,  they had 

acquired c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of two o r  t h r e e  o t h e r  s t y l e s  and had become 



combinat ions ,  j u s t  a s  rocks  o f t e n  a r e  comprised of  s e v e r a l  m ine ra l s .  

(While combinations may be more common i n  t h e  Midwest, t h e y  a r e  n o t ,  

o f  course ,  unique t o  any r eg ion .  They occur  everywhere i n  g r e a t  quan- 

t i t y . )  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  a l s o  becomes l e s s  exac t  due t o  t h e  d i s t a n c e  

f a c t o r .  Most s t y l e  gu ides  d e f i n e  t h e  Gothic  Revival pe r iod  a s  from ap- 

proximately t h e  1830s t o  1860, which i s  when it f l u o r i s h e d  i n  t h e  Eas t .  But 

allowance must be made f o r  t h e  t ime  l a g  between Ph i l ade lph i a  and S e d a l i a ,  

where t h e  s t y l e  probably was i n  vogue through t h e  1880s. 

There a r e  no su rv iv ing  Second Empire houses i n  S e d a l i a .  Not a  

s i n g l e  mansard roof  en l i vens  t h e  sky. This  was a  s u r p r i s e ,  g iven t h e  

s i z e  o f  t h e  c i t y .  The o l d  Broadway High School,  b u i l t  i n  1867 and long 

gone, probably had t h e  b e s t  mansard around. Na t iona l l y ,  t h e  mansard 

houses a r e  being t o r n  down by t h e  thousands.34 French windows a r e  i n  

and French r o o f s  a r e  o u t .  

A f t e r  t h e  V ic to r i an  wave subs ided ,  t h e  nex t  major s t y l e  t o  r each  

S e d a l i a  was, a p p r o p r i a t e l y  enough, P r a i r i e .  Many of  t h e  newer mansions 

b u i l t  on Broadway between t h e  t u r n  of  t h e  cen tu ry  and World War I were 

i n f l uenced  by Frank Lloyd Wright de s igns .  Wright thought  t h e  "ginger-  

bread" on t h e  Queen Anne and s t i c k  s t y l e s  was p r e t e n t i o u s .  

Also,  

(Wright) found no r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  o rna t enes s  
of t h e  homes and t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e i r  i n h a b i t a n t s .  He 
f e l t  t h a t  t h e  needs of  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  weren ' t  met by 
t h e  p l a n s  o f  t h e  houses ,  wi th  t h e i r  s e p a r a t e ,  box l ike  
rooms, l a r g e  hal lways of  wasted space,  and a t t i c s  and 
basements. By 1900, Wright evolved a  persona l  s t y l e  
t h a t  he  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  American p r a i r i e  ..... The 
c e n t r a l  theme of  P r a i r i e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i s  t h e  concept of 
t h e  house a s  a  p a r t  of  n a t u r e  ..... The broad,  f l a t  p r a i r -  
i e s  i n s p i r e d  b u i l d i n g s  with  low l i n e s  p a r a l l e l i n g  t h e  
landscape i n s t e a d  of  s tand ing  i n  c o n t r a d i s t i n c t i o n  t o  
i t .  H o r i z o n t a l i t y  became t h e  goa l ,  achieved i n  a  va r -  
i e t y  o f  ways. 35 

Wright wasn ' t  t o t a l l y  r i g h t ,  o f  course ,  bu t  h i s  i d e a s  were 

tremendously innova t ive .  No pure  P r a i r i e  s t y l e  homes can be found 

i n  S e d a l i a .  Most o f  t h e  key fea tures - -bands  o f  c l o s e l y  p laced  windows, 

wide eaves  extending f a r  beyond t h e  wal l  su r f ace s  which allowed open 

windows f o r  v e n t i l a t i o n  even dur ing  summer s torms,  and a  s t r o n g  emphasis 

on h o r i z o n t a l  l i n e s - - a r e  miss ing from any s i n g l e  r e s idence .  But it was 



f a i r l y  ea sy  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  a t  l e a s t  some o f  t h e  P r a i r i e  f e a t u r e s  i n  

any new house,  and t h e  t y p i c a l  suburban ranch houses t h a t  were b u i l t  

by t h e  m i l  l i o n s  a r e  cons idered  d i r e c t  descendants .  s6 
Good examples o f  t h e  P r a i r i e  s t y l e  a s  i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  S e d a l i a  can 

be seen i n  t h e  "twin" houses a t  715 W.  Broadway and 901 W .  Broadway. For 

what i s  b a s i c a l l y  an  American Foursquare des ign ,  t h e y  manage t o  look 

r e l a t i v e l y  low-slung wi th  on ly  a  few P r a i r i e  touches.  

The ba l ance  o f  t h i s  chap te r  w i l l  focus on t h e  h i s t o r y  and s i g n i -  

f i c ance  o f  26 s e l e c t e d  S e d a l i a  s t r u c t u r e s .  I t  i s  a  sampling r a t h e r  t han  

a comprehensive account ing .  Many f i n e  houses no t  f e a t u r e d  below a r e  

none the l e s s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  summary form i n  Volume Two which c o n s i s t s  o f  

inventory  survey  s h e e t s ,  photographs and f l o o r  p l ans .  Qui te  a  few 

houses a r e  n o t  d i s cus sed  a t  l eng th  because t h e y  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  o t h e r s .  

In some c a s e s ,  s u f f i c i e n t  in format ion  could n o t  be ob ta ined .  Decis ions 

about which houses  t o  l eave  ou t  were never  easy .  

In  t r y i n g  t o  ze ro - in  on t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  owners, it was 

necessary  t o  r e l y  on secondary sou rces .  Sometimes in format ion  could no t  

be cross-checked f o r  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  Subsequent owners a l s o  a r e  mentioned 

i n  s e v e r a l  c a s e s .  Current  owners a r e  o c c a s i o n a l l y  quoted but  c u r r e n t  

ow~lersh ip  i s  n o t  emphasized. For p r ivacy  r ea sons ,  occupat ions  a r e  n o t  

divulged u n l e s s  t h e y  bea r  i n  some way on t h e  in format ion  be ing  p re sen t ed .  
, -  \ !  ,, \ > a '  9. , " .  

I * 
But t h e y  run  t h e  gamut. t ' ff ( a  t C  

ABELL HOUSE 
407 W. Broadway 

When t h e y  b u i l t  t h e  ca .  1870s Gothic  Revival house a t  407 W .  Broad- 

way, s ta r -ended  t i e s  were used on two l e v e l s  t o  prevent  t h e  b r i c k  w a l l s  

from developing a  f a t a l  spread .  Today t h e  o ld t imer  s t i l l  looks t r i m  

and i s  g e t t i n g  a  f a c e l i f t  i nc lud ing  a  new wraparound f r o n t  porch which 

w i l l  be s t y l e d  a f t e r  t h e  o r i g i n a l .  

The Abel l  House, named a f t e r  one o f  i t s  e a r l i e s t  owners, D r .  Daniel T. 

Abel l ,  i s  be l i eved  t o  be t h e  o l d e s t  su rv iv ing  house on West Broadway. 

D r .  Abe l l ,  a  Pennsylvanian descr ibed  i n  a  P e t t i s  County h i s t o r y  a s  

an examining surgeon f o r  pension a p p l i c a n t s ,  moved i n t o  t h e  house i n  

approximately 1897. A f t e r  h i s  dea th  i n  t h e  1920s, t h e  p rope r ty  remained 

i n  t h e  Abel l  fami ly  u n t i l  1948. 



Can you t e l l  me o f  a more  b e a u t i f u l  street t h a n  Broadway ,  the 
wide a v e n u e  o v e r a r c h e d  b y  m a g n i f i c e n t  trees, when t e n d e r  greert o f  
e a r l y  s p r i n g  h a s  t o u c h e d  t h e m ,  and the s u n ' s  r a y s  make the shadows? 

--From a 1 9 2 3  a c c o u n t  

The  a u t o m o b i l e  h a s  had p e r h a p s  a more  p ro found  e f f e c t  t h a n  a n y t h i n g  
else on the f a t e  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r e  and b u i l d i n g  i n  A m e r i c a ,  both i n  what  
i t  h a s  c r e a t e d  and  i n  what  i t  h a s  d e s t r o y e d .  

--David Plowden 

W i t h o u t  a  p e e p  t h e y  move in!--even t h o u g h  the g l a s s  b o x  a p p a l l s  
t h e m  a l l .  

--Tom Wolfe 

CHAPTER 5 

BROADWAY: A STREET FOR A L L  SEASONS 
Proposed  District N o .  1 

V i s i t o r s  t o  S e d a l i a  used t o  buy pos t ca rd  views of  a grand and 

b e a u t i f u l l y  landscaped avenue c a l l e d  Broadway, a showplace t h a t  once i n v i t e d  

comparisons with t h e  f i n e r  boulevards o f  p a r i s .  64 I t  was indeed a s t r e e t  

worth w r i t i n g  home about .  C .  Henry Devoe's 1873 d e s c r i p t i o n  fo l lows:  

(Many v i s i t o r s  have) admired t h e  elegance and beauty 
of t h e  p a l a t i a l  res idences  t h a t  ado r n . . .  b e a u t i f u l  
Broadway, which extends f o r  n e a r l y  two mi les  through 
t h e  h e a r t  of  t he  c i t y  proper ,  and f o r  n e a r l y  a mi le  
upon t h e  h i g h e s t  swel l  of t h e  r o l l i n g  p r a i r i e  which 
t h i s  e n t e r p r i s i n g  young c i t y  crowns. This  s t r e e t  is 
one hundred and twenty- f ive  f e e t  i n  width,  and i s  o r -  
namented wi th  fou r  rows of  t h r i f t y  young t r e e s ,  s e t  
ou t  when Broadway was f i r s t  opened, about 25 f e e t  
a p a r t ,  wi th  a roadway* t h i r t y  f e e t  wide i n  t h e  c e n t e r ,  
n e a t l y  tu rnpiked  by t h e  e n t e r p r i s i n g  proper ty-holders  
on e i t h e r  ~ i d e . ~ 5  

That s t r e e t  no longer  e x i s t s .  Toady t h e  venerab le  o l d  boulevard 

c a l l e d  Broadway is  j u s t  another  urban r a c e t r a c k ,  a " t r a f f i c  a r t e r y "  t h a t  

s l a s h e s  through t h e  c e n t e r  of town from e a s t  t o  west .  Even parking is  

i l l e g a l .  I t  would impede t h e  flow. 

*Later  ( p r i o r  t o  1896),  t h e  roadway was widened t o  " s i x t y  f e e t  of  
v i t r i f i e d  b r i c k  l a i d  on a concre te  foundat ion,"  a s  Sena tor  Charles  E .  Yeater 
t o l d  a crowd a t  Sulphur Springs i n  1896. Yeater  a l s o  s a i d :  "This boulevard 
is  modeled a f t e r  t hose  o f  P a r i s ,  France. I f  anybody i n  t h i s  audience has  
no t  v i s i t e d  i n  Seda l i a ,  bu t  has been on Eucl id  Avenue i n  Cleveland, he w i l l  
know what t h i s  boulevard i n  Seda l i a  resembles .  P a r a l l e l  with t h i s  s t r e e t ,  
f o r  from one t o  two mi l e s ,  you f i n d  every s t r e e t  n o r t h ' . t o  t h e  union depot 
paved e i t h e r  with a s p h a l t ,  v i t r i f i e d  paving b r i ck  o r  cedar  b locks .  There 
is no c i t y  i n  t h e  country of i t s  s i z e  s o  wel l  paved a s  ~ e d a 1 i a . l ' ~ ~  



During t h e  l a t e  1950s, Broadway--arguably S e d a l i a ' s  t hen  most d i s -  

t i n g u i s h i n g  feature--was s a c r i f i c e d  a s  a  s cen i c  boulevard because t h e  

most important  t h i n g  seemed t o  be t o  move more c a r s  f a s t e r .  So t h e  road- 

way was widened and many l a r g e  t r e e s  were bul ldozed and hauled away. East-  

West through t r a f f i c  on U.S. 50, p rev ious ly  rou ted  over  Main S t r e e t  t o  t h e  

no r th ,  began us ing  Broadway. By 1976, a  s tudy  f o r  t h e  S e d a l i a  C i t y  Plan 

i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  Broadway t r a f f i c  was ranging up t o  18,870 v e h i c l e s  d a i l y .  

Mrs. Cather ine  Van Dyne, who l i v e s  i n  t h e  o l d  Hurlbut House a t  1012 

W. Broadway, r e c a l l s  a  g e n t l e r  t ime i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  h e r  s t r e e t .  On summer 

weekends, no t  t oo  many yea r s  ago, Seda l ians  l i v i n g  along Broadway could 

s i t  on t h e i r  porches and watch f o r  out-of-town f r i e n d s  motoring along,  she 

s a i d .  Today t h e r e  a r e  so  many more c a r s  t h a t  she ,  a t  l e a s t ,  could no t  

imagine doing such a  t h i n g .  

Nonetheless, many fine hones remain along Broad- 
way. More than two dozen probably should be consid- 
ered as priority structures. A Broadway Historic 
District is proposed between Park Avenue on the west 
and Lamine Avenue on the east, a distance of approxi- 
mately 415 mile. The proposed Broadway District and 
its implications will be discussed later in this 
chapter. 

Seda l i a  wasn ' t  unique i n  i t s  wi l l i ngnes s  t o  d i s f i g u r e  i t s e l f  f u r  t h e  

sake of  a  highway. Fau l ty  no t ions  o f  p rogress  have caused c i t i e s  through- 

ou t  t h e  n a t i o n  t o  gu t  neighborhocds,  parks  and downtowns. The road cons t ruc-  

t i o n  i n d u s t r y  has  become i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  i n  American s o c i e t y  and t h e  
p r e s s u r e  t o  pour eve r  more concre te  i s  un re l en t ing .  A l t e r n a t i v e  p u b l i c  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  systems which could r e l i e v e  t r a f f i c  p r e s su re  have been 

dismantled,  phased ou t  and a l l  bu t  f o r g o t t e n .  

I f  anyone doubts what has  been l o s t ,  t hey  might cons ider  re read ing  
Devoels remarks be fo re  s tanding  a t  h igh  noon on t h e  corner  of  Broadway 

and Osage, ac ros s  t h e  s t r e e t  from t h e  Heard Memorial Clubhouse. T r a f f i c  

whizzes by throughout t h e  day and wel l  i n t o  t h e  n i g h t .  Pedes t r i ans  a r e  

s c a r c e .  There a r e  no walk l i g h t s ,  a l though t h e r e  i s  an " i s land"  a t  t h e  

halfway p o i n t .  The Heard mansion, b u i l t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  1900 and a  good 

candida te  f o r  t h e  Nat ional  Reg i s t e r ,  seems t o  be t h e  v i c t im  o f  a  c r u e l  t ime 

warp. The ad j acen t  c a r r i a g e  house--the Heards used t o  go by c a r r i a g e  be- 

tween t h e  mansion and t h e  r a i l r o a d  depot  f o r  out-of-town t r i p s - - i s  another  

anachronism. 

The immediate environment o f  t h e  Heard House inc ludes  a  d e n t i s t ' s  

o f f i c e  and a  Clark Super 100 s e r v i c e  s t a t i o n  i n  t h e  same b lock ,  a  f u n e r a l  

home park ing  l o t  i n  t h e  r e a r ,  and a  r e l a t i v e l y  new Broadway P re sby te r i an  
Church ac ros s  t h e  s t r e e t .  Diagonally t o  t h e  southwest i s  t h e  Third 

Nat ional  Bank. Diagonally t o  t h e  sou theas t  i s  Eddie ' s  Drive In and 
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a Nat iona l  Guard armory. The next  block t o  t h e  west c o n s i s t s  o f  a  con- 

venience s t o r e ,  a  s e r v i c e  s t a t i o n  and an au tomat ic  c a r  wash. The next 

block t o  t h e  e a s t  has  a  p a i r  o f  n i c e  two-story b r i c k s  t h a t  enhances t h e  

d i s t r i c t  (120 and 114 W. Broadway) and a  doughnut f r a n c h i s e .  Diagonally 

t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  i s  one o f  S e d a l i a f s  f i n e s t  mansions,  t h e  c a .  1895 home of 

l i q u o r  d e a l e r  James Glass-- today,  t h e  Ewing Funera l  Home. 
O r  cons ide r  t h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  mansion t h a t  Col.  A .  D .  J a p e s ,  

one o f  S e d a l i a f s  o r i g i n a l  en t r ep reneu r s ,  b u i l t  a t  t h e  southwest corner  

o f  Broadway and Ohio: 

I t  was a  r e a l  mansion t h a t  Col.  Jaynes  b u i l t  . . .  one of 
t h e  f i n e s t  i n  t h e  count ry ,  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  e n t i r e  block 
and enc losed  wi th  an i r o n  fence .  The home was f i l l e d  
w i th  a r t  t r e a s u r e s ,  t a p e s t r y  from t h e  f i n e s t  looms o f  
B r i t a i n ,  s t a t u e t t e s  and vases  o f  r a r e  marbles ,  and up- 
h o l s t e r i n g  i n  b e a u t i f u l  f a b r i c s  and p a t t e r n s .  Frescoing 
was i n  t h e  most e l egan t  French des igns  ... and a  magnif i -  
c e n t  s t a i rway  l e d  t o  t h e  second f l o o r  ..... On t h e  spacious 
lawn were many shade t r e e s  and a  dozen l i f e - s i z e d  f i g u r e s  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  F lo ra ,  Hebe, Mercury, t h e  Amazon and t h e  
Seasons,  wi th  a  p a i r  o f  l i o n s ,  mounted by winged musi- 
c i a n s ,  wi th  harp and f l u t e  symbolizing t h e  power o f  
music.  The f i g u r e s  were a l l  o f  pure  bronze ,  and t h e r e  
were bronze vases  and s e a t s ,  and thousands o f  f e e t  o f  
s t o n e  walks,  and a  bronze foun ta in  s e t  i n  a  l a r g e  s tone  
b a s i n  .....( Cyrus) Newkirk, t oo ,  b u i l t  a mansion ac ros s  
t h e  s t r e e t  e a s t  from Col.  Jaynes which a l s o  had an en- 
t i r e  b lock  o f  landscaped ground. 67 

I t  was a p lush  neighborhood. Most of t h e  people  who b u i l t  on 

Broadway were weal thy enough t o  a f f o r d  maids and o t h e r  domestic he lp .  

I t  could have been c a l l e d  "Luxury Row" o r ,  i f  on a  l ake ,  t h e  "Gold 

Coast .  " 

0. H. S M I T H ,  - 
P r e s i d e n t  Ruther ford  B .  Hayes and General W i l l i a m  Tecumsah Sherman 

a r e  s a i d  t o  have d ined  a t  t h e  Jaynes  mansion i n  September o f  1879. 



Broadway was l a i d  ou t  t h r e e  o r  fou r  years  a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War. The 

o l d  Broadway High School was b u i l t  a t  about t h e  same time (1867-68). The 

publ i sher  of  S e d a l i a ' s  1873-74 c i t y  d i r ec to ry ,  C. Henry Devoe, described 

1:onstruction during 1869: 

In  1869 Charles Lesher completed t h e  second e legant  
b r i ck  res idence  on Broadway (Judge Townsley's having 
been e rec t ed  two years  previous) ,  t h e  f i r s t  i n  t h e  
c i t y  with a mansard roof ,  a t  an expense of $5,000. 
I t  was a l s o  during t h i s  season t h a t  Col. A.D. Jaynes, 
Cyrus Newkirk, Mayor Parker and Gen. George R. Smith 
commenced the  e r e c t i o n  of  t h e i r  splendid b r i ck  man- 
s ions ,  i n  t h e i r  b e a u t i f u l  grounds, on t h e  same s t r e e t  
cos t ing  from $20,000 t o  $25,000 each, and f u l l y  equal  
i n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  elegance, beauty and modern conven- 
iences t o  any i n  t h e  more metropoli tan c i t i e s  of t h e  
East .  Each i s  two s t o r i e s  high,  with basement and 
a t t i c  rooms, and having ' lookouts , '  o r  observa tor ies ,  
which a r e  both  ornamental and use fu l .  These res iden-  
ces  and t h e i r  magnificent grounds a r e  among S e d a l i a ' s  
most a t t r a c t i v e  f e a t u r e s  t o  s t r ange r s  v i s i t i n g  t h e  
c i t y .  Besides these  p a l a t i a l  mansions of he r  l l s o l i d  
men," a hundred frame cot tages  and more extens ive  
dwellings were e rec t ed  i n  var ious  p a r t s  of t he  c i t y  
during t h i s  year.68 

The view from General Smith's observatory o r  tower a l s o  was described 

by Devoe, whom General Smith had i n v i t e d  up f o r  a look: 

One mild, b r i g h t  day l a s t  December, we were permi t ted ,  
by t h e  cour tesy  of General Smith, t o  s tudy t h e  panoram- 
i c  beau t i e s  of  t he  landscape from t h e  observatory of 
h i s  e legant  residence.  The nor thern  view from it pre-  
sented  a charming landscape even a t  t h a t  season of t h e  
year.  Three mi les  away t o  t h e  no r th  could be  seen t h e  
s p i r e s  and smoky t u r r e t s  of t he  p r e t t y  v i l l a g e  of  George- 
town, t h e  former county s e a t  of P e t t i s  County, with a 
b e l t  of t imber and a meandering stream between, while 
beyond t h e  b l u f f s  of t h e  Muddy and t h e  timber b e l t s  
were t h e  high swel l s  of t h e  p r a i r i e ,  which shu t  out  t h e  
view mi les  away t o  t h e  north.  To t h e  West, t h e  broad 
b e l t s  of t imber t h a t  mark t h e  windings of t h e  Muddy 
added beauty t o  t h e  view; seven mi les  d i s t a n t  was t h e  
p r e t t y  and q u i e t  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  o f  Dresden, while  t h e  
b e a u t i f u l  swe l l s  of t h e  p r a i r i e  beyond, i n  gen t l e  un- 
dula t ions ,  faded away i n  t h e  d i s t anee  toward the  bor- 
d e r  of Johnson County.. . 6 9  

And Devoe went on t o  descr ibe  t h e  view t o  the  e a s t  and south. 

(Today it would t ake  a super  high tower t o  see  s o  f a r ,  bu t  t h e r e  wasn't  

much t o  block the  view back i n  1873 o r  so.)  Also note  t h e  re ference  t o  

b e l t s  of timber. While Seda l i a  was e s s e n t i a l l y  "bare p r a i r i e "  when p l a t -  

ted,  t h e r e  was an adequate supply of l m ~ b e r  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  and through- 

out  t he  p r a i r i e  wherever streams and r i v e r s  were found. 



Broadway looking west from 

Massachusetts Avenue, ca. 1890 

Broadway looking west from 

Washington Avenue, ca. 1890 



L i t t l e  remains of  t h e  f i r s t  wave of Broadway mansions, b u i l t  dur ing  

t h e  l a t e  1860s and 1870s. Gone a r e  t h e  g r e a t  houses e r ec t ed  by such 

prominent Seda l i ans  a s  A. D.  Jaynes ,  George Faulhaber ,  David H .  Smith, 

Cyrus Newkirk, John G a l l i e ,  Ore s t e s  A. Cranda l l ,  John Montgomery, J r . ,  

Ferdinand E .  Hoffman, and o f  course ,  George R .  Smith. C e r t a i n l y  t h e  

n e a r e s t  su rv iv ing  l i n k  t o  t h i s  pe r iod  i s  t h e  ca .  1870s house a t  407 W.  

Broadway, which c u r r e n t l y  i s  being r e s t o r e d .  Research i n d i c a t e s  t h e  

f i r s t  owner may have been John W .  Conner, county r eco rde r .  Subsequent 

i n q u i r y  may a l t e r  t h e  es t imated  age o f  t h i s  house, pos s ib ly  downward. 

The o t h e r  o l d e s t  s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h i n  t h e  proposed d i s t r i c t  between 

Park Avenue and Lamine Avenue a r e  t h e  c a .  1882 Crowley House a t  902 W .  

Broadway, t h e  c a .  1885 Calvary Episcopal Church a t  Broadway and Ohio, 

t h e  c a .  1890 Dalton Insurance Agency o f f i c e  a t  117 E .  Broad.way (pos s ib ly  

f i r s t  used a s  a parsonage by Calvary Episcopa l ) ,  t h e  ca .  1891 Fleischmann 

House a t  622 W .  Broadway, and t h e  ca .  1891 Heard House a t  501 W.  Broad- 

way. 

Development a long Broadway cont inued i n  bo th  d i r e c t i o n s ,  b u t  t h e r e  

was a g radua l  s h i f t  away from Vic to r i an  s t y l e s  a f t e r  1900. The new 

houses combined elements o f  s e v e r a l  s t y l e s  and r ep re sen t ed  a f u l l - s c a l e  

excurs ion  i n t o  t h e  ve rnacu l a r .  Severa l  f i r s t  wave s t r u c t u r e s  were razed  

t o  p rov ide  s i t e s  f o r  t h e s e  newer dwel l ings .  Many o f  t h e  new houses were 

ve ry  s o l i d l y - b u i l t  American Foursquares .  I n  S e d a l i a ,  t h e s e  o f t e n  r ece ived  

such moderate touches  o f  P r a i r i e  s t y l i n g  a s  f u l l  width porches ,  wider than  

normal eaves  and d i s t i n c t i v e  h o r i z o n t a l  bands. The E c l e c t i c  I t a l i a n  

Renaissance Heard House r ep l aced  t h e  Gass House a t  200 W.  Eiroadway. More 

complex t han  any American Foursquare,  it none the l e s s  was b u i l t  t o  

be a s  s o l i d  a s  a v a u l t .  

Within t h e  proposed d i s t r i c t  a r e  60 houses o f  which n e a r l y  h a l f  

(26, p l u s  a h i s t o r i c  church) a r e  inc luded  i n  t h e  survey .  Severa l  

i n t e r e s t i n g  homes from t h e  1900s t h r o u g h  t h e  1 9 4 0 s  a r e  among 

t h e  o t h e r s .  The primary i n t r u s i o n s  a r e  concent ra ted  nea r  t:he e a s t  end o f  

t h e  12-block s t r i p ,  a s e c t i o n  which a l s o  con t a in s  t h e  Heard House (200 W .  

Broadway) and t h e  h i s t o r i c  Calvary Episcopal Church. The most obvious 

i n t r u s i o n s  a r e  t h e  Third Nat ional  Bank, t h e  Third Nat ional  Motor Bank, t h e  

Mid-Missouri Medical C l i n i c ,  t h e  Super Food Barn, a Quik-Trip,  a Winche l l ' s  

Donut House,- a c a r  wash and t h r e e  s e r v i c e  s t a t i o n s .  S ince  both t h e  Heard 

House and Calvary Episcopal  a r e  w i th in  t h e  s e c t  ion cont:aining t h e  

i n t r u s i o n s ,  t h e r e  seems no choice  bu t  t o  i nc lude  t h e s e  b locks  t oo .  



T 

, J  L o : ; - n r ~  I  long n o r t h  s l d e  o f  Broadway from Osage, ca .  1915 
Bottom: Same l o c c t i o n  70 y e a r s  l a t e r  



Hi-ondway l o o k i ~ i g  ).:;i\t, 
Scdalia. M o .  

Kentucky Avenue, 1911 

Broadway looking east from - 
Kentucky Avenue, 1915 



Seve ra l  s i g n i f i c a n t  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  found ou t s ide  t h e  proposed 

d i s t r i c t  on Broadway. These inc lude  t h e  Wheel Inn Drive I n  a t  1800 W .  

Broadway; a conc re t e  block house 'at 810 S. B a r r e t t  Ave. ( f r o n t s  on B a r r e t t  

bu t  considered a Broadway house);  t h e  Epworth United Methodist  Church a t  

1124 E .  Broadway; and s e v e r a l  V ic to r i an  houses from t h e  1890s ou t  Eas t  

Broadway (710 E .  Broadway, 714 E .  Broadway, 1023 E.  Broadway, e t c . ) .  

The proposed Broadway H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t ' s  p r i o r i t y  bu i ld ings  a r e  

l i s t e d  below. This  l i s t  could be expanded a s  wel l  a s  trimmed without  chang- 

i ng  t h e  proposed boundaries .  The name o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  o r  a s i g n i f i c a n t  e a r l y  - 
owner a l s o  i s  l i s t e d  when p o s s i b l e  a long  with t h e  approximate d a t e  of  con- 
s t r u c t  ion: 

1108 W. Broadway (ca.  1908) J.  R .  Van Dyne 
1016 W.  Broadway (ca. 1914) P e t e r  Pehl 
1012 W. Broadway (ca.  1911) William E.  Hurlbut  
1002 W. Broadway (ca.  1905) James W. Baldwin 
902 W .  Broadway (ca. 1882) Freder ick  C. Crowley 
901 W.  Broadway (ca. 1912) Arthur  Kahn 
806 W .  Broadway (ca.  1912) Colby Bloch 
803 W. Broadway (ca. 1896) D r .  Edwin F. Yancey 
800 W.  Broadway (ca. 1888) John W. Menefee 
715 W. Broadway (ca.  1912) Sylva in  Kahn 
712 W.  Broadway (ca. 1905) Don J. ~oofbour row 
711 W. Broadway (ca .  1905) Anthony D .  S t an l ey  
710 W.  Broadway (ca. 1907) Conrad H.  Bothwell 
706 W .  Broadway (ca. 1896) Undetermined 
622 W .  Broadway (ca.  1891) August T. Fleischmann 
615 W .  Broadway (ca. 1914) C.  Edmund I l g e n f r i t z  
519 W .  Broadway (ca. 1920) D r .  E v e r e t t  A. Woods 
511 W .  Broadway (ca. 1912) Former B a p t i s t  Rectory 
509 W .  Broadway (ca.  1912) Roy W .  Rucker 
501 W. Broadway (ca.  1891) John T. Heard 
421 W.  Broadway (ca. 1920) Daniel H .  Dean 
420 W .  Broadway (ca.  1897) Undetermined 
415 W .  Broadway (ca.  1940) William J. Almquist 
407 W. Broadway (ca.  1870) D r .  Daniel T. Abel l  
200 W .  Broadway (ca.  1906) John T. Heard 
117 E .  Broadway (ca .  1890) Undetermined 
101 E .  Broadway (ca.  1895) Calvary Episcopal  Church 

I f  o f f i c i a l  r ecogn i t i on  o f  a Broadway H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  i s  sought ,  

t h e  procedure i s  t o  submit an a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a c e r t i f i e d  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  

t o  t h e  Missouri  O f f i c e  o f  H i s t o r i c  P re se rva t ion .  A ma jo r i t y  o f  p rope r ty  

owners w i th in  t h e  proposed d i s t r i c t  must approve before  any nomination 

w i l l  be forwarded t o  t h e  next  l e v e l ,  which i s  Keeper o f  t h e  National  Regis- 

t e r .  In a d d i t i o n  t o  provid ing  f e d e r a l  r ecogn i t i on  and, i n  t h e  case  of 

c e r t a i n  h i s t o r i c  commercial p r o p e r t i e s ,  investment  t a x  c r e d i t s  f o r  reha-  

b i l i t a t i o n  p r o j e c t s ,  t h e  p rope r ty  would be less l i k e l y  t o  be demolished 
i n  connect ion with any cons t ruc t ion  p r o j e c t .  Also, a time may 



come when such p roper t i e s  would be e l i g i b l e  t o  rece ive  d i r e c t  

f ede ra l  funds f o r  r e s t o r a t i o n  a s s i s t ance .  Some property values should 

be enhanced. 

Even i f  s t a t e  and na t iona l  designat ion is sought,  i t  may not be 

granted because too l i t t l e  remains from e a r l i e r  per iods ,  o r  because t h e r e  

a r e  too  many in t rus ions  ( s t r u c t u r e s  of various kinds t h a t  d i l u t e  t h e  

i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  proposed d i s t r i c t . )  

But a  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  can be e s t ab l i shed  and promoted l o c a l l y  

even i f  it f a i l s  t o  qua l i fy  f o r  broader recogni t ion .  

Could Broadway be re turned t o  i t s  former days of grandeur? I f  it 

were "simply" a  matter  of r e rou t ing  U.S. 50 t r a f f i c ,  reducing the  width of 

the thoroughfare, r ec rea t ing  the  s t r i p s  of  parkland and planti.ng f r e sh  

shade t r e e s ,  it might be f e a s i b l e  t echn ica l ly :  these  th ings  would only 

cos t  money! But j u s t  a s  the re  can be no r e t u r n  f o r  a  species  t h a t  has 

become e x t i n c t ,  t h e  graceful  homes t h a t  have been replaced by nondescript  

metal, g l a s s ,  b r i ck  and p l a s t i c  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  gone forever .  Post-Victorian 

l~ouses  b u i l t  with today ' s  technology? I t ' s  a  depressing thought.  

R e a l i s t i c a l l y ,  i t  w i l l  t ake  a  concerted e f f o r t  merely t o  save 

:I good p a r t  of what e x i s t s  today. The next  decade w i l l  be c r u c i a l  because 

the  pressure  t o  develop i s  in t ense  and i t  takes  time t o  e s t a b l i s h  preserva- 

t i o n  i d e a l s .  While every town acknowledges t h e  long range value of main- 

t a i n i n g  i t s  l i n k s  t o  the  p a s t  i n  the  a b s t r a c t ,  t r a n s i t o r y  concerns o f t en  

p reva i l  when commercial development i s  a t  s t ake .  Ci t izens  r a r e l y  e l e c t  

t h e i r  p o l i t i c i a n s  t o  t e l l  developers no. I t ' s  a l l  too  easy t o  r a t i o n a l i z e  

grant ing  j u s t  - one more commercial app l i ca t ion  f o r  a  bui ld ing  permit .  

Assuming a  d e s i r e  t o  preserve what remains, t he  following i s  

suggested: 

A t  t h e  c i t y  l e v e l ,  i t  i s  recommended t h a t  zoning regu la t ions  f o r  

Broadway be t ightened o r  modified a s  necessary t o  discourage t h e  purchase 

of r e s i d e n t i a l  l o t s  f o r  commercial use along the  4/5 mile sec t ion  between 

Park Avenue and Lamine Avenue which conta ins  the  g r e a t e s t  concentrat ion 06 

s i g n i f i c a n t  s t r u c t u r e s .  New commercial cons t ruc t ion  within t h i s  s t r i p  

should be l imi t ed  t o  s i t e s  a l ready used by commercial t enan t s .  Thus only 

by  replac ing  one commercial s t r u c t u r e  with another could new commercial 

tenants  occupy the  d i s t r i c t .  Through a t t r i t i o n ,  gradual ly  e l iminate  the  

more i n t r u s i v e  s t r u c t u r e s  and encourage t h e i r  replacement with e i t h e r  park- 

land o r  l e s s  j a r r i n g  examples of  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  And promote Broadway as  a  

h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  t o  encourage preservat ion  a c t i v i t y .  



This  i s  a l l  much more d i f f i c u l t  i n  p r a c t i c e  than it sounds on 

paper .  But t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  i s  cont inued e ros ion  of  S e d a l i a ' s  Broadway 

h e r i t a g e .  

Although t o d a y ' s  Broadway l acks  much o f  i t s  o r i g i n a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  

and charm, it remains a  h i s t o r i c  thoroughfare  no t  on ly  o f  S e d a l i a  bu t  of  

c e n t r a l  Missouri .  S i g n i f i c a n t  l i n k s  t o  t h e  p a s t  remain, i nc lud ing  many 

bu i ld ings  which occupy cont iguous l o t s .  Crea t ion  o f  a  Broadway H i s t o r i c  

D i s t r i c t  i s  recommended i n  o rde r  t o  enhance t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  p o t e n t i a l  o f  

t h e  su rv iv ing  p rope r ty  and t o  enable  p rope r ty  owners t o  garner  such 

b e n e f i t s  and encouragement a s  d i s t r i c t  s t a t u s  can b r ing  them. 

The e a r l y  Seda l ians  u s u a l l y  managed t o  g e t  t h i n g s  done t h e i r  way. 

Something o f  t h e  same s p i r i t  t h a t  in fused  t h e  founding f a t h e r s  would 

serve Broadway and Seda l i a  wel l  today. 



T h e r e  i s  a l w a y s  room for d i s a g r e e m e n t  i n  m a t t e r s  of  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
t a s t e  ..... Only  a  t h i n  l ine  d i v i d e s  the " b o l d  and s e l f - c o n f i d e n t "  f rom 
t h e  " v u l g a r  and o s t e n t a t i o u s " .  . . 

--John Maase 

The  l u r e  o f  t h e  p a s t  and the m a t e r i a l  t r a p p i n g s  o f  bygone  e r a s  
h a v e  i m p l a n t e d  i n  e a c h  o f  u s  a  q u e s t  f o r  t h e  s e c u r i t y ,  r e a l  and i m a g i n e d ,  
t h a t  y e s t e r d a y  c a n  g i v e  u s .  

- - N i  g e l  H u t c h i n s  

L i s t i n g  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e s i s t e r  o f  t e n  changes  the way 
communi t i e s  p e r c e i v e  their h i s t o r i c  r e s o u r c e s  and g i v e s  c r e d i b i l i t y  t o  
e f f o r t s  o f  p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n s  and p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  t o  p r e s e r v e  these 
r e s o u r c e s  a s  li v i n g  p a r t s  o f  o u r  communi t ies .  

--U.S. Department o f  t h e  Interior 

CHAPTER 6 

QUEEN (ANNE) CITY OF THE PRAIRIE 
Proposed District No. 2 

The Queen Anne s t y l e  of  a r c h i t e c t u r e  developed wi th in  t h e  

V ic to r i an  movement o f  t h e  l a t e  19 th  Century. The name had much l e s s  

t o  do with Queen Anne t h a t  w i th  Queen E l i zabe th  (Queen Anne houses 

looked more medieval than r ena i s sance ) ,  bu t  t h e  s t y l e  swept t h e  country 

and if it should have been c a l l e d  something e l s e ,  nobody seemed t o  

mind. 

Queen Anne houses commonly f e a t u r e  spindlework, gingerbread t r i m ,  

p a t t e rned  s h i n g l e s  on s e c t i o n s  of t h e  o u t e r  wa l l s ,  cutaway bay windows, 

towers,  overhangs and w a l l  p r o j e c t i o n s  of a l l  s o r t s .  S e d a l i a  i s  r i c h  

i n  Queen Annes, a f a c t  which can be i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  e i t h e r  a f l a t t e r i n g  

way o r  a demeaning way. 

The g r e a t  American a r c h i t e c t  Frank Lloyd Wright had an i d e a  f o r  

a new kind o f  house t h a t  would blend i n t o  i t s  environment and be more 

l i v a b l e  than i t s  Vic to r i an  predecessors .  Wright d i s l i k e d  Queen Annes 

immensely and saw no r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  orna teness  of  t h e  homes 

and t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of  t h e i r  i n h a b i t a n t s .  Space was wasted i n  t h e  l a r g e  

hallways and box l ike  rooms tended t o  i s o l a t e  t h e  family members. To 

Wright, gingerbread was nonfunct ional  and p r e t e n t i o u s .  70 



Quite a few people came t o  share Wright 's dismal opinion of Queen 

Annes and of course h i s  new P r a i r i e  s t y l e  and t h e  philosophical  p r i n c i p l e s  

behind it transformed American a r c h i t e c t u r e .  But today t h e r e  i s  a new 

apprec ia t ion  of t h e  Queen Anne and o the r  Vic tor ian  s t y l e s ,  which have 

been c a l l e d  l ' revolut ionaryl l  and "marking t h e  r e a l  beginning of modern 

a r c h i t e c t u r e .  " 71 To quote John Maase: 

The Vic tor ian  house ..... is  planned from t h e  i n s i d e  
out ,  t h e  f r e e  layout of rooms determines t h e  outward 
look; t h e  broken, "picturesque1' e x t e r i o r  makes the  
most of t h e  e f f e c t s  of sun l igh t ,  shade and f o l i a g e .  
These a r e  good houses t o  walk around, t o  view a t  d i f -  
f e r e n t  t imes of day and year .  Ins ide ,  t h e  have a 
happy, hide-and-seek q u a l i t y  of su rp r i se .  73  

Some of S e d a l i a ' s  bes t  Queen Annes a r e  i n  a qu ie t  neighborhood j u s t  

nor th  of  t h e  b u s t l e  of Broadway. Many have towers, a f a i r l y  common Queen 

Anne f e a t u r e  which seems t o  have e spec ia l ly  flowered i n  Sedal ia .  Foremost 

i s  t h e  queen of the111 a l l ,  t h e  s t r i k i n g  Harr i s  House a t  705 W. 6 th  S t . ,  

a l ready on t h e  National Regis ter  of H i s t o r i c  Places. 

A Vic tor ian  Towers H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  encompassing t h e  g r e a t e s t  

concentrat ion of Queen Annes i s  proposed. Involved i s  an a rea  of approxi- 

mately f i v e  blocks (two f u l l  blocks and enough b i t s  and p ieces  t o  make up 

t h r e e  more blocks) .  The proposed d i s t r i c t  i s  shaped l i k e  a f a t  L .  Included 

a r e  houses on South Grand Avenue, West F i f t h  S t r e e t ,  South Harrison Avenue, 

West S ix th  S t r e e t ,  South Missouri Avenue and West Seventh S t r e e t .  A sketch 

map appears on Page 83. 

The a r e a  conta ins  52 houses, a t  l e a s t  27 of which a r e  Queen Anne 

va r i a t ions .  Tower-equipped Queen Annes a r e  spr inkled  throughout t h e  

proposed d i s t r i c t  and many o the r s  a r e  found ou t s ide  t h e  boundaries within 

3 few blocks i n  v i r t u a l l y  any d i r e c t i o n .  A s  f o r  t h e  towers, they 

come round, square and polygonal. There a r e  sharply  pointed towers with 

f i n i a l s  and t h e r e  a r e  rounded towers with l i t t l e  o r  no embellishment. 

'Truncated towers and a l t e r e d  towers a l s o  a r e  represented.  Some houses 

obviously have been de-towered. 

Because such a concentrat ion of towers seems absent from o the r  

regional  c i t i e s ,  i t  i s  speculated t h a t  S e d a l i a l s  o f t en  unbridled optimism-- 

t h e  c i t y ' s  f u t u r e  usual ly  looked q u i t e  rosy during t h e  decades of tower 

construction--was a cont r ibut ing  f a c t o r .  I f  Victorian a r c h i t e c t u r e  was 

symbolic, a s  John Maase has suggested,73 then t h e  towers were a pe r fec t  

expression of t h e  unres t ra ined  confidence and sense of  s e c u r i t y  t h a t  



preva i l ed .  Tower bu i ld ing  was a  fad  t h a t  caught on i n  Seda l i a  because 

of o the r  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  soc ie ty .  

The towers a l s o  a r e  a  good example of a r c h i t e c t u r e  f o r  t h e  fun of 

i t .  One d i d n ' t  r e q u i r e  a  tower i n  t h e  sense t h a t  one requi red  a  k i tchen ,  

but  it was nea t  t o  be a b l e  t o  go up t h e r e  and f e e l  t h e  summer breeze and 

look out  over t h e  neighborhood, and maybe th ink  about t h ings .  

The towers were no t  l imi t ed  t o  t h e  e l i t e s  of Sedal ia ,  although some 

of t h e  f i n e s t  examples d id  appear on t h e  more expensive houses. But even 

t h e  p l a i n e r  houses of people with moderate incomes were l i k e l y  t o  s p o r t  

towers.  

t 
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I I West Seventh S t r e e t  1 [ I I A 

Proposed Vic tor ian  Tower D i s t r i c t  

Most of  t h e  Queen Annes have hipped roo f s  with lower c ross  gables .  

Pre-cut a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e t a i l i n g  was r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  i n  Seda l i a ,  thanks 

t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d  network. S e d a l i a l s  Queen Annes exh ib i t  a l l  of  t h e  usual  

f ea tu res  inc luding  pa t t e rned  sh ing le s ,  bay windows, recessed porches, 

s t a ined  g l a s s ,  c l a s s i c a l  columns, i r r e g u l a r  f l o o r  p l ans ,  var ious  t e x t u r e s ,  

spindlework, gingerbread and of  course t h e  towers.  
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I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  s eve ra l  of t h e  more s i g n i f i c a n t  houses wi th in  t h e  

proposed d i s t r i c t  occupy corner  l o t s ,  a s  shown on t h e  ske tch  map. 

These inc lude  t h e  Har r i s  House, 705 W.  6 t h  S t . ;  t h e  Bard House, 717 W .  6 th  

S t . ;  t h e  Hurley House, 501 S. Grand Ave.; t h e  S turges  House, 424 S. Grand 

Ave.; t h e  Cassidy House, 706 W. 5 t h  S t . ;  t h e  Offield/Oakie House, 522 W. 

7 th  S t . ;  t h e  Yeater  House, 624 W .  7 th  S t . ;  t h e  Crenshaw House, 700 W .  6 t h  

S t . ;  t h e  Johns House, 610 S .  Harr ison Ave.; t h e  J o l l y  House, 720 W .  5 t h  

S t . ;  t h e  Whitsel House, 618 W .  6 th  S t . ;  t h e  Mackey House, 524 S. Grand 

Ave., and t h e  Guenther House, 602 W.  7 th  S t .  (There a l s o  a r e  some 

s i g n i f i c a n t  houses i n  mid-block!) 

Several  of  S e d a l i a ' s  b e t t e r  known ent repreneurs  have been a s soc i a t ed  

with t h e  houses,  a s  wel l  a s  movie a c t o r  Jack Oakie (born a t  522 W. 7 th  S t . )  

and statesman Charles  E .  Yeater ( l i v e d  a t  420 S. Grand Ave. and 624 W .  7 th  

S t . ) .  

Two of  t h e  houses have been d r a s t i c a l l y  a l t e r e d :  The o r i g i n a l  Queen 

Anne of  E .  G .  Cassidy a t  706 W .  5 t h  S t .  was converted i n t o  a French Eclec- 

t i c  and t h e  o r i g i n a l  I t a l i a n a t e  of  S. P .  Johns a t  610 S. Harr ison Ave. i s  

now a Queen Anne! These ope ra t ions  succeeded i n  t h e  sense t h a t  what a rose  

from t h e  ashes s t i l l  had a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y .  You can look a t  t h e s e  

houses without n e c e s s a r i l y  guessing t h a t  t hey  ever  were d i f f e r e n t  from 

today ' s  models, because t h e  work was t a s t e f u l l y  done. But a few o t h e r  

a t tempts  a t  remodeling d i d  more harm than good. 

In  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  opinion,  fu l l -w id th  shake sh ing le  porch r o o f s  supported 

by decora t ive  s t e e l  p o s t s  do l i t t l e  f o r  a Queen Anne. 

Nei ther  do exposed concre te  s l a b  porches and fake  Neoclass ica l  columns 

t h a t  hold up a sundeck. In  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  opinion.  

Severa l  o t h e r  houses have -experienced some degree of  undes i r ab le  

modi f ica t ion ,  most o f t e n  involving inappropr i a t e  s i d i n g .  This  i s  l e s s  s e r ious .  

But o t h e r  good  e x a m p l e s  o f  r e s t o r a t i o n  a r e  apparent  wi th in  

t h e  proposed d i s t r i c t ,  wlth a commendable a t t e n t i o n  t o  d e t a i l  and appro- 

p r i a t e n e s s  o f  m a t e r i a l .  
Of t h e  non-Victorian houses, only a few ( th ree )  a r e  new enough t o  be 

considered i n t r u s i o n s  by v i r t u e  of  age.  There a l s o  a r e  two Kansas City-  

s t y l e  apartment bu i ld ings ,  one good Shingle  s t y l e  house ( a t  710 W .  6 th  S t . ) ,  

a f i n e  Greek Revival ( a t  717 W .  6 t h  S t . ) ,  a l ove ly  I t a l i a n a t e  ( a t  424 S. 
Grand Ave.), a P r a i r i e - s t y l e d  American Foursquare o r  two, p l u s  a few 



S i x t h  S t r e e t  l ook i ng  west 
from Har r i son ,  ca. 1903 

( ~ a r r i s  House i s  a t  l e f t )  

F l o o r  p lans  o f  H a r r i s  House 

and Cassidy House show much 

s im i  l a r i  t y  

F i f t h  S t r e e t  l o o k i n g  w e s t  
f rom Ha r r i son ,  ca. 1903 

( ~ a s s i d y  House i s  a t  r i g h t )  



o the r  combinations t h a t  add v a r i e t y  and i n t e r e s t  without d e t r a c t i n g  

s e r i o u s l y  from t h e  main Vic tor ian  theme. 

Apart from t h e  more spec t acu la r  numbers a l r eady  mentioned, t h e r e ' s  

n very  bulky, U-sh.~ped Queen Anne-style apartment bui ld ing  a t  607 W .  6 th  

S t .  This  s t u u c t u r +  i s  nothing i f  no t  g i g a n t i c .  Assessor records  i n d i c a t e  

it encompasses 5 .310 square f e e t  on t h e  two main f l o o r s .  I t s  symmetry i s  

a l s o  q u i t e  s t r i k l n e ,  involving numerous windows, doors ,  porches,  

gables ,  e t c .  

S ~ I I :  , ,I-) Facr~dc. o f  queen Anne-Sty Le i3,pa:t- 
nent Building a t  607 W .  6 th  S t r e e t  

Although 3 cha l . ac t e r i s t i c  of t h e  a r ea  i s  l a r g e  l o t s ,  t h e r e i  s  an unusual 

bay on t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  house a t  724 W. 7th  S t .  which comes wi th in  a  

couple of f e e t  of ; t c tua l ly  touching t h e  ad jacent  house! 

Even minor-keyvd i ' i c to r i an  houses sometimes o f f e r  s u r p r i s e s .  The 

otherwise p l a i n  ( t o d a y )  house a t  602 W .  6 t h  S t . ,  f o r  example, d i sp l ays  a  

cu r ious ,  bracket-supported s h e l f  above a  second s t o r y  window. 

Nine of t h e  proposed d i s t r i c t ' s  houses a r e  descr ibed  i n  some d e t a i l  

i n  Chapter Four. Others a r e  descr ibed  i n  summary form i n  Volume Two, which 

inc ludes  photograplls . 



SOME PRIORITY HOUSES WITHIN THE PROPOSED HISTORIC DISTRICT: 

ADDRESS 
ORIGINAL OR 

DATE STYLE PRIMARY OWNER OCCUPATION 

420 S .  Grand Ave. 1891 Queen Anne Char les  Yeater  
424 S.  Grand Ave. 1880s I t a l i a n a t e  

Edward Hurley 
Attornet; Gould A.  S t u r g e s , J r .  Lumber e a l e r  

501 S. Grand Ave. 1895 Queen Anne Con t rac to r  

524 S. Grand Ave. 1890 QueenAnne W i l l i a m  Mackey Shoe Company 
612 S. Grand Ave. 1896 Queen Anne W. M. C a r t e r  D e n t i s t  

610 S. Harr ison Ave. 1880s Queen Anne S. P .  Johns Lumber Dealer 

625 W .  5 t h  S t .  
705 W .  5 t h  S t .  
706 W. 5 t h  S t .  
708 W .  5 t h  S t .  
710 W .  5 t h  S t .  
711 W .  5 th  S t .  
712 W .  5 t h  S t .  
720 W .  5 th  S t .  

607 W .  6 t h  S t .  
615 W .  6 th  S t .  
618 W .  6 t h  S t .  
700 W .  6 t h  S t .  
705 W .  6 t h  S t .  
710 W .  6 th  S t .  
717 W .  6 t h  S t .  
720 W .  6 th  S t .  
724 W .  6 t h  S t .  

522 W .  7th S t .  
602 W .  7th S t .  
624 W. 7 th  S t .  

Queen Anne 
Queen Anne 
French Eclec . 
Craftsman 
Queen Anne 
Queen Anne 
Queen Anne 
P r a i r i e  

Queen Anne 
Queen Anne 
Queen Anne 
Queen Anne 
Queen Anne 
Shingle  
Greek Revival 
Queen Anne 
Queen Anne 

Michael McGinley 
Harry Knox 
Edward G .  Cassidy 
James P.  Quinn 
George A. F i she r  
James H.  Barley 
Undetermined 
William J o l l y  

Undetermined 
Wayde H.  Howard 
Clay S. Whitsel 
John T. Crenshaw 
Henry W .  H a r r i s  
E l l i o t t  M.  S t a f f o r d  
W i l l i a m  E .  Bard, Jr.  
Hugh Courtney 
P e t e r  Courtney 

Grocer 
RR Conductor 
Liquor Dealer 
Shoe Company 
Res taurant  
Farm Implements 
Undetermined 
Grocer 

Undetermined 
Real E s t a t e  
Livestock 
Mail Cont rac tor  
Banker 
Lamy Executive 
Druggist  
Undetermined 
Undetermined 

1880s Vic to r i an  James M .  O f f i e l d  Entrepreneur  
19 14 P r a i r i e  Car l  Guenther Dry Goods 
1891 Queen Anne Charles  Yeater  Attorney 

I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  des igna te  p o t e n t i a l  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t s  i n  

Seda l i a  because of  t h e  s p a t i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  Regardless  o f  where t h e  

boundaries  a r e  drawn, any number o f  excep t iona l  houses w i l l  be excluded. 

But t h e  broader  the  t e r r i t o r y  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  propor t ion  of  

n o n - s i g n i f i c a n t  houses becomes. In  t h i s  c a s e ,  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  

p r i o r i t y  houses l y i n g  j u s t  ou t s ide  t h e  proposed boundaries .  Probably a 

few a d d i t i o n a l  houses wi th in  t h e  proposed d i s t r i c t  could be added t o  t he  

above l i s t  a s  wel l .  The c u r r e n t  proposal  should be cons idered  merely a 

working d r a f t ,  a s t a r t .  



The " idea l"  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  i s  one i n  which t h e  o r i g i n a l  c h a r a c t e r  

of a  neighborhood i s  maintained by occupants who a r e  aware of i t s  va lue  

and who t a k e  p a i n s  t o  p re se rve  it. I t  seems t h a t  a  good s t a r t  a l r eady  has 

been made i n  t h e  proposed Vic to r i an  Towers H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t .  

Now t a k e  a  walk among t h e  o ld  Queen Annes and f r i e n d s .  Note t h e  

weal th of  d e t a i l  i n  V i c t o r i a n  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  The d i r e c t i o n  of  t h e  s u n l i g h t  

changes t h e  e f f e c t  throughout  t h e  day. I n t e r e s t i n g  d e t a i l s  o f t e n  pop up 

where l e a s t  expected.  Broadway t r a f f i c  i s  only  a  block o r  two away but 

i t ' s  q u i e t  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  There i s  much t o  d iscover .  

En j oy . 
~~~~W~ 



O t i s  W .  S m i t h ,  o f  the E a s t  End P h a r m a c y ,  p u t  i n  a  h a n d s o m e  " T o m  Thumb" 
s o d a  f o u n t a i n  y e s t e r d a y ,  a n d  n o w  the r e s i d e n t s  o f  the e a s t  e n d  c a n  g e t  
s u p p l i e d  w i t h  the l a t e s t  d r i n k s .  

- - S e d a l  i a   ail y  C a p i  t a l  , May 1 3 ,  1 8 9 5  

Y a r d m a s t e r  0. E.  P a r s o n s ,  o f  the M .  K .  & T . ,  w e l l  k n o w n  i n  S e d a l i a ,  
n a r r o w l y  e s c a p e d  a  horrible d e a t h  i n  the r a i l r o a d  y a r d s  e a r l y  y e s t e r d a y  
m o r n i n g  a n d  b a r e 1  y  s a v e d  his l i f e  b u t  l o s t  h is  r i g h t  a r m  w h i c h  w a s  
m a n g l e d  b e n e a t h  the c a r  w h e e l s .  

S w i t c h  E n g i n e  N o .  9 1  c o u p l e d  onto a  s t r i n g  o f  e m p t i e s  on the stock 
y a r d s  t r a c k  a n d  p u l l i n g  t h e m  d o w n  p a s t  the s w i t c h ,  b a c k e d  t h e m  u p  the 
m a i n  t r a c k .  M r .  P a r s o n s  w a l k e d  on the l e f t  s i d e  o f  the t r a c k  j u s t  a h e a d  
n f  the f i r s t  c a r ,  s t e p p i n g  on the e n d s  o f  the  t i es .  H e  e v i d e n t l y  m i s -  
c a l c u l a t e d  the s p e e d  a t  w h i c h  the c a r s  w e r e  m o v i n g ,  f o r  t h e y  s t r u c k  h i m  
2nd  k n o c k e d  h i m  f o r w a r d  on his f a c e .  

H i s  h e a d  s t r u c k  the r a i l  a n d  f o r  a  s e c o n d  i t  s e e m e d  a s  i f  h is  s k u l l  
m u s t  be c r u s h e d  b y  the a d v a n c i n g  w h e e l s .  T h e  t r a m p s  s a y  the w h e e l  a c t u a l l y  
p u s h e d  h i s  h e a d  b e f o r e  i t  a f o o t  or so w h e n  w i t h  h i s  a r m  he p u s h e d  h i m s e l f  
a w a y .  

H e  s a v e d  his  l i f e  b u t  l o s t  his  a r m .  T h e  f l a n g e  o f  the w h e e l  c a u g h t  i t  
l i k e  a  g r i p  a n d  both w h e e l s  o f  the t r u c k  p a s s e d  over it c r u s h i n g  the m e m b e r  
both a b o v e  a n d  b e l o w  the e l b o w .  H e  s p r u n g  t o  h i s  f e e t  a n d  w a s  c a u g h t  b y  
the t r a m p s  w h o  h a d  c o m e  t o  h is  a s s i s t a n c e  ..... 

T h e  s p o t  w h e r e  the a c c i d e n t  o c c u r r e d  w a s  w i t h i n  one h u n d r e d  y a r d s  o f  the 
p l a c e  w h e r e  B r a k e m a n  G l e n n  w a s  k i l l e d  e a r l y  one m o r n i n g  l a s t  s p r i n g  b y  
f a l l i n g  b e t w e e n  t w o  c a r s  w h i l e  h i s  t r a i n  w a s  i n  m o t i o n .  

- - S e d a l i a  D a i l y  C a p i t a l ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 7 ,  1 8 9 5  

CHAPTER 7 

PASTOR BROWN ' S  EASTERN DREAM 

I t  was t h e  r a i l r o a d  p a r t  o f  a  r a i l r o a d  town, a  s p e c i a l i z e d  neigh- 

borhood t h a t  t h r i v e d  on d e f e c t i v e  locomotives and broken boxcars a s  much 

o r  more t han  i t  d i d  on t r a i n s  t h a t  worked. I t  was East  Seda l i a ,  a  c i t y  

w i th in  a  c i t y .  

East  S e d a l i a  go t  i t s  s t a r t ,  more o r  l e s s ,  i n  1866. This  was t h e  

year  t h a t  a  Bap t i s t  m i n i s t e r  named Edward T. Brown s e t  out  t o  en l a rge  

t h e  f l o c k  by r e c r u i t i n g  If the brave and hardy western r a i l r o a d  men, i f  

some means could be found by which t o  c o l l e c t  and c e n t r a l i z e  them i n  

some permanent l o c a t  ion .  To accomplish h i s  goa l ,  Reverend Brown subdivided 

h i s  40-acre  East  S e d a l i a  farm i n t o  l o t s  which he  s o l d  t o  r a i l r o a d  men 



a t  p r i c e s  t h e y  could a f f o r d .  I f  t hey  needed money t o  b u i l d ,  Reverend 

Brown l e n t  i t - - u n t i l  he  r a n  ou t  "and found himself  reduced t o  t h e  same 

s t ra i ts  a s  t h e  humblest of  h i s  pa t rons . l l  But t h e  reverend had a  good 

wife  who helped t h e  cause by t ak ing  i n  boarders  and every th ing  worked 

au t  p r e t t y  much a s  planned. 75 

Two r a i l r o a d s ,  t h e  M .  K .  8 T. and t h e  Missouri  P a c i f i c ,  b u i l t  

e l a b o r a t e  machine shops and o t h e r  r e p a i r  f a c i l i t i e s  e a s t  o f  Engineer 

:2venue i n  t h e  1870s. A t  f i r s t  hundreds but  even tua l ly  s e v e r a l  thousand men 

were employed t o  ope ra t e  a s  wel l  a s  main ta in  and r e p a i r  t h e  equipment: 

engineers ,  conductors ,  brakemen, firemen, switchmen, supe rv i so r s ,  foremen, 

mechanics, carmen, s e c t i o n  hands, o i l e r s ,  t e l eg raph  ope ra to r s ,  c l e r k s  and 

l abo re r s .  Many of  t h e  workers and crews l i v e d  i n  East  S e d a l i a ,  an a r e a  

roughly bounded by Third S t r e e t ,  New York Avenue, 10 th  S t r e e t  and Marvin 

Avenue. (Brown's o r i g i n a l  p l a t  encompassed a sma l l e r  a r e a . )  

Many of t h e  r a i l r o a d e r s 1  houses remain, a s  does a  f a i r  s p r i n k l i n g  

of  t h e  bu i ld ings  where t hey  shopped o r  e n t e r t a i n e d  themselves.  

Both r a i l r o a d  systems e r e c t e d  depots  i n  East  Seda l i a .  The o r i g i n a l  

Mo Pac s t a t i o n  i s  gone but  t h e  o l d  M .  K .  8 T  depot ,  on East  Thi rd  S t r e e t ,  

su rv ives  and i s  on t h e  Nat ional  Reg i s t e r .  In  i t s  prime, perhaps a  dozen 

passenger  t r a i n s  a r r i v e d  and depar ted  d a i l y .  I t  was a  b u s t l i n g  community 

c e n t e r  f o r  decades.  I t  i s  a  c l a s s i c  depot t h a t ,  i n .1985 ,  s t ands  v i r t u a l l y  

empty and a l l  bu t  abandoned by c i t y  and r a i l r o a d  a l i k e .  

There a l s o  was an M.  K .  8 T. h o s p i t a l  i n  Seda l i a .  With t h e  growth 

of  r a i l r o a d i n g ,  company h o s p i t a l s  were a  despe ra t e ly  needed f r i n g e  b e n e f i t .  

In  a d d i t i o n  t o  worn ou t  and broken t r a i n  p a r t s ,  t h e r e  were innumerable 

smashed human limbs t o  dea l  wi th  because it took East  Seda l i ans  and anyone 

e l s e  who worked around r a i l r o a d s  a long t ime t o  l e a r n  t h e  r ig 'h t  moves. 

On any given month dur ing  t h e  mid-1890s, t h e  l o c a l  newspapers would l i k e l y  

con ta in  s i x ,  e i g h t ,  o r  a  dozen accounts  of  a s so r t ed  manglings. But once 

t h e  h o s p i t a l s  were e s t a b l i s h e d ,  of course,  many more p a t i e n t s  were 

t r e a t e d  f o r  such mundane a i lments  a s  ! ! in te rmi t ten t  fever"  t han  

c rush ing .  

By 1882, t h e  neighborhood's popula t ion  had reached approximately 

3,000. 76 

The t r a c k  has  been taken up, but e l e c t r i c  s t r e e t  c a r s  used t o  run 

between Engineer Avenue and va r ious  p o i n t s  i n  downtown Seda l i a .  



The boom cont inued u n t i l  1894 when S e d a l i a  (and e s p e c i a l l y  East 

Seda l i a )  was j o l t e d  by t h e  M.  K .  6 T . ' s  dec i s ion  t o  remove i t s  general  

o f f i c e s .  But i n  1903, t h e  Missouri  P a c i f i c  consol ida ted  s e v e r a l  of  i t s  

smal le r  shops and expanded i t s  f a c i l i t i e s .  This  meant more jobs than 

ever .  So long a s  t h e  t r a i n s  of  two major r a i l r o a d s  needed r e p a i r i n g ,  

it seemed t h a t  Seda l ians  would g e t  t h e  job of r e p a i r i n g  them. 
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Then i n  1922, it a l l  s t a r t e d  coming a p a r t  f o r  good. F i r s t  t h e r e  

was a  nat ionwide r a i l r o a d  s t r i k e ,  complete wi th  scabs,  broker1 f a m i l i e s  



and depleted i c e  boxes. The s t r i k e  ended and th ings  began t o  pick up a 

b i t ,  but  then the  stock market crashed i n  1919, and East Sedal ia  never 

was the  same. A s  loca l  h i s t o r i a n  Hazel Lang* put  it, "It became s i c k  with 

the  s t r i k e  and d ied  with t h e  depression and the  decl ine  of t h e  rail roads.^^^ 
So ingrained was the  r a i l r o a d  indust ry  i n  the  minds of East Sedalians 

t h a t  even today, oldt imers a r e  l i k e l y  t o  mark s t ages  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s  accord- 

ing t o  events i n  loca l  r a i l r o a d  h i s to ry .  When W. A. McVey, Absalomfs grea t -  

grandson, t e l l s  you t h a t  he was born i n  1900, he sometimes adds: "That was 

the  year t h e  M. K. 6 T. shops moved from F i f t h  S t r e e t  t o  20th St ree t . "  

East Seda l i a ' s  involvement with the  r a i l r o a d s  over many decades is 

a h i s t o r i c  f a c t .  I t s  houses and o ther  bui ld ings  were erec ted  t o  c a t e r  t o  

the  needs of r a i l r o a d  famil ies .  Since many survive,  t h e  neighborhood's 

pas t  i s  inex t r i cab ly  p a r t  of i t s  v i s i b l e  present .  

Today most of the  remaining commercial bui ld ings  lead  a precarious 

exis tence  as  second-hand s t o r e s ,  c r a f t  shops o r  warehouses. Other than t h e  

M. K .  6 T. depot the re  seemingly i s  no National Regis ter  mater ia l  here  but 

a s  remnants of an important e r a ,  they a r e  benchmarks a l l .  

One of the  o l d e s t  commercial s t r u c t u r e s  is  t h e  ca. 1882 McEnroe 

Building a t  1122 E. 3rd St .  There were p lenty  of Irishmen i n  East Sedalia ,  

and Pa t r i ck  McEnroe was one of them. H i s  two-story b r i ck  o r i g i n a l l y  was a 

l iquor  s tore--he was an agent of t h e  S c h l i t z  Brewing Coo--and b i l l i a r d  par- 

lo r .  McEnroe, one of the  neighborhood's o r i g i n a l  r e s iden t s ,  l i ved  up- 

s t a i r s .  Previously, McEnroe had been a general  foreman and then a road- 

master f o r  t h e  M. K.  6 T . ~ ~  

McEnroe's a s soc ia t ion  with the  bui ld ing l a s t e d  from t h e  1880s u n t i l  

approximately 1900. The s t r u c t u r e  has had many occupants, t h e  most recent  

being a decorat ive ceramics o u t l e t ,  Cra f t s  6 Things. 

I t  has a metal c e i l i n g  which is  probably o r ig ina l .  Other f ea tu res  

include f i v e  chimneys and numerous arched windows and doors. The o r i g i n a l  

s t o r e f r o n t  has been replaced. 

The o l d  Andrew J. T i l l b e r y  Hall a t  501-503 S. Engineer occupies what 

was o r i g i n a l l y  t h e  s o c i a l  i f  not  t h e  geographic h e a r t  of East Sedalia .  The 

present  two-story b r i ck  building was erec ted  i n  1904. I t  replaced one o r  

*Hazel Lang, the  author of  Life i n  P e t t i s  County, i s  a na t ive  Sedalian 
cur ren t ly  l i v i n g  i n  a ret i rement community. There a r e  people who w i l l  t e l l  

- - 

you t o  discount Ker book because it i s  "amateurish" (she was never t r a ined  
as  a h i s t o r i a n )  and it contains e r r o r s .  But Hazel Lang never claimed t o  be 
a scholar .  Her work e s s e n t i a l l y  was a labor  of love. I t  compiles accounts 
from severa l  sources, some of which were inaccurate t o  begin with. I t  a l s o  
contains numerous " r e r n i n i s ~ e n c e s ~ ~  (by o lde r  Sedalians) which may contain 
f ac tua l  e r r o r s  but  nonetheless a r e  invaluable reference sources. Life re-  
mains the  most comprehensive co l l ec t ion  of general P e t t i s  County mater ia l  
around. 
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more frame b u i l d i n g s  which dur ing  t h e  1880s and 1890s housed t h e  o l d  

P e t e r  S c a l l y  E Son grocery  s t o r e ,  a  cigar-making f a c i l i t y  owned by Ernes t  

T. Behrens and a  drug s t o r e  opera ted  by O t i s  W .  Smith. 

Smith moved h i s  East  S ide  Drug S t o r e  i n t o  t h e  western h a l f  o f  t h e  

new (p re sen t )  b u i l d i n g  and Willis L e t t s  s e t  up a  g rocery  s t o r e  on t h e  

o t h e r  s i d e .  

Smith l ldoes an e s p e c i a l l y  l a r g e  bus ine s s  among r a i l r o a d  men, making 

a  s p e c i a l t y  o f  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  t i n c t u r e s , "  s a i d  t h e  P o r t r a i t  and 

Biographical  Record o f  Johnson and P e t t i s  Count ies .  79 

Hazel Lang, a  former r e s i d e n t  of East  S e d a l i a ,  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e  drug 

s t o r e  had t h r e e  smal l  i c e  cream t a b l e  and c h a i r  s e t s .  Smith was f a s t i d i o u s  

and d i g n i f i e d  "with h i s  s t i f f  whi te  c o l l a r ,  h i s  b l ack  bow t i e  and t h e  b lack  
80 a l p a c a  j a cke t  he  always wore i n  t h e  s t o r e , "  she  wrote.  

The second f l o o r  con ta ined  a  l a r g e  h a l l  which was used f o r  p u b l i c  

and s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n s  i nc lud ing  lodge meetings and weekend dances.  I t  a l s o  

provided o f f i c e  space f o r  a  doc to r  and a  d e n t i s t .  

A r c h i t e c t u r a l  h i g h l i g h t s  i nc lude  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t o r e f r o n t ,  p a i r e d  

arched windows and p re s sed  metal  c e i l i n g s .  

Most r e c e n t l y  t h e  b u i l d i n g  has  se rved  a s  t h e  Korner Used Anything 

S t o r e .  

Another commercial su rv ivo r  i s  -the o l d  Lix Bro thers  Grocery Co., a t  

1000 E .  3 rd  S t .  B u i l t  i n  ca .  1887, t h i s  two-story b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  i s  

unusual because o f  i t s  o r i e l  window--a l a r g e  bay window p r o j e c t i n g  from 

t h e  upper l e v e l  and supported by a  co rbe l  o r  b r acke t .  The b u i l d i n g  has  

I t a l i a n a t e  headers  over  some windows and i t s  o r i g i n a l ,  e l a b o r a t e  c o r n i c e  

c l i n g s  t o  t h e  narrow n o r t h  facade .  There i s  a  p ressed  metal  c e i l i n g .  

Another e a r l y  t e n a n t  was John T. Byrne, who opened a  genera l  merchandise 

s t o r e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1900s. Tony J .  Turner,  a  t i n n e r ,  used t h e  bu i l d ing  dur ing  

t h e  1920s. Today t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  owned by Turner Shee t  Metal Works, a  

hea t i ng  and coo l ing  c o n t r a c t o r .  

E a s i l y  t h e  most i n t e r e s t i n g  o f  East  S e d a l i a ' s  o l d e r  b u i l d i n g s  (o the r  

t han  t h e  M. K .  6 T. depot ! )  i s  a  two-story b r i c k  b u i l t  by John Colaflower.  

The c a .  1895 s t r u c t u r e  a t  734 E .  5 t h  S t .  i s  no mas te rp iece ,  bu t  Colaflower 

was an a r t i s t  i n  b r i c k  and it showed whether he was b u i l d i n g  a  

s imple  c o t t a g e  f o r  h i s  own smal l  fami ly  o r  a  g r e a t  church. 



Colaflower loved a rches .  I n  t h i s  case ,  what might o therwise  have 

been a r a t h e r  p l a i n  bu i ld ing  ended up wi th  s e v e r a l  e l egan t  arches--only 

two of  which a r e  v i s i b l e  from t h e  s t r e e t .  These two, on t h e  n o r t h  facade,  

a r e  r a i s e d  above t h e  s u r f a c e  l i k e  eyebrows and h igh l igh t ed  by smal l ,  

t h i n  s e c t i o n s  o f  g ray  s tone .  The a r e a  enclosed by t h e  span of  each a r c h  

i s  f i l l e d  with a deco ra t i ve  p a t t e r n .  Stone l i n t e l s  and l u g s i l l s  a r e  

cont inued ac ros s  t h e  f a c e  of  t h e  bu i ld ing  a s  b e l t  courses .  Brickwork 

around t h e  f o u r  main upper windows i s  recessed  and f l a r e s  i n t o  t h e  lower 

be1 t course .  

The co rn i ce  a l s o  i s  made of  b r i c k .  There a r e  deco ra t i ve  b r i c k  b racke t s  

t a p e r i n g  s t e p l i k e  i n t o  t h e  s u r f a c e ,  wi th  s tone  e l a b o r a t i o n  over  t h e  more 

complex corner  and c e n t e r  e lements .  

The b u i l d i n g ' s  damp, low basement con ta in s  a lengthwise row of  b r i c k  

a rches .  The basement a r ches  appear t o  provide  on ly  minimal support  and 

seem unnecessary t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  s t a b i l i t y .  Unfor tuna te ly ,  i f  t hey  had 

a purpose o t h e r  than  ornamental,  it has  been misplaced. Both t h e  basement 

and second f l o o r  a r e  i n  poor cond i t i on .  Rain washes i n  a t  w i l l .  

Today t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  i s  J C, W Used Fu rn i tu re  and Antiques.  

I t  has  been many yea r s  s i n c e  t h e  l a s t  t e n a n t  checked out  of  t h e  o l d  

F a l s t a f f  Hote l ,  540-544 E .  3rd S t .  Today t h e  ca.  1905 bu i ld ing  se rves  a s  

a warehouse f o r  t h e  Associated Door Co, The e n t i r e  s e c t i o n  of c i t y  block 

where t h e  bu i ld ing  s t ands  was p a r t  of  t h e  o l d  S e d a l i a  Foundry Co. complex 

dur ing  t h e  1880s. 

The h o t e l  rooms were on t h e  second f l o o r .  The f i rs t  f l o o r  had a sa loon  

on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  and a r e s t a u r a n t  (Quincy Cafe; Nathan Edwards Res tauran t ;  

e t c . )  on t h e  west s i d e .  Apparently,  t h e  h o t e l  became t h e  East Hotel f o r  a 

per iod i n  t h e  l a t e  1920s be fo re  hard t imes  h i t .  Then t h e  second f l o o r  be- 

came a boarding house and t h e  Quincy Cafe became a mainstay f o r  s e v e r a l  

yea r s .  

Some i n t e r e s t i n g  brickwork i s  involved i n  t h e  windows, many of  which 

d r e  topped wi th  f l a t  a r ch  r a d i a t i n g  vo i s sou r s  o f  m u l t i p l e  b r i c k s  with 

r a i s e d  keystones.  

The East  S e d a l i a  a r e a  a l s o  i nc ludes  a f a i r  number of s i g n i f i c a n t  

h i s t o r i c  houses ,  t h r e e  of  which a r e  descr ibed  i n  Chapter Four, and two 

good o l d e r  churches--Epworth United Methodist Church a t  1124 E .  Broadway 

and t h e  F i r s t  Assembly o f  God Church a t  East  S i x t h  S t r e e t  and South Summit 

Avenue. The p rev ious ly  descr ibed  houses a r e  a t  1019 E .  3rd S t . ,  1201 E .  

lot11 S t . ,  and 720 S ,  New York Ave. 





The community con ta in s  a q u a n t i t y  of  narrow, two o r  t h r e e  room 

"shotgun" s t y l e  Folk houses.  

But t h e r e  i s  cons iderab le  v a r i e t y  t o o ,  with V ic to r i an  and I t a l i a n a t e  

s t y l e s  appearing i n  profus ion .  A good example of an East S e d a l i a  I t a l i a n a t e  

wi th  a V ic to r i an  porch i s  t h e  ca .  1890s house a t  408 S. Engineer Ave, An 

e a r l y  owner, perhaps t h e  f i r s t ,  was Nelson A .  Bradley, an engineer  f o r  t h e  

Missouri  P a c i f i c  i n  1898. Small, wel l  preserved Vic to r i an  houses a r e  

found a t  710 E .  Broadway (an e a r l y  owner was George E .  McNeil, a surgeon 

fo:r t h e  M.  K .  6 T. i n  1897),and a t  717 E .  9 t h  S t . ,  t h e  home of  Mrs. Cynthia 

A. Bigelow, widow, i n  1896. The l a r g e  frame Vic to r i an  a t  721 E .  9 t h  S t .  

was t h e  home of  H. Frank Yunker, an engineer  f o r  t h e  M.  K .  6 T . ,  i n  

1891. 
* * * * *  

The r a i l r o a d s  had t h e i r  day and were t h e  common denominator o f  East 

S e d a l i a  s o c i e t y  f o r  many yea r s .  There has  been a "slowdown i n  t h e  indus t ry"  

f o r  so  long t h a t  nobody imagines a comeback. When t h e  Mo P a c t s  s ca l ed  down 

Seda l i a  shops a r e  ope ra t i ng  a t  t h e i r  c u r r e n t  normal l e v e l ,  approximately 

100 workers a r e  involved--barely a shadow of t h e  o l d  days.  

You s t i l l  cansee  t r a i n s  i n  East  Seda l i a  bu t  t h e  r e a l  t r a i n s  a r e  

long gone, of course,  a s  y o u ' l l  hear ,  i f  you hang around Engineer Avenue 

very  much. 

JOS, SCHLITZ BREWING LO. 
-- - - - - -- - -- - - - - - - - 

The BEER that made Milwaukee 
Famous, and WILL make Sedalia 
Famous. 



A t t o r n e y  t o  Absalom McVey: "You b o u g h t  one o f  these wash ing  
m a c h i n e s ,  d i d n ' t  you ,  M r .  McVey?" 

McVey: " I  d i d . "  

A t t o r n e y :  "And you h a v e  found it s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  
h a v e n ' t  you?" 

McVey: " I  knew  it w a s n ' t  a n y  a c c o u n t  when I 
b o u g h t  i t  b u t  I d i d n ' t  know how else 
t o  g e t  r i d  o f  the sa lesman."  

--From a n  a c c o u n t  o f  Absalom McVey's  l i f e  

H e  s a i d  a n y t h i n g  t h a t s  w o r t h  c u t t i n  down a tree for 
i s  w o r t h  d o i n  r i g h t  d o n t  the l o r d  love a 2 b y  4 
I f  you a s k  h i m  how t o  do  s o m e t h i n  hed  s a y  l i k e  noah  b u i l t :  the a r k  
you g o t  t o  h o l d  your  mou th  r i g h t  & never m i s s  your  mark 

--Guy C l a r k  

There was one p e c u l i a r i t y  o f  the e a r l y  b u i l d e r s  w o r t h y  o f  m e n t i o n ,  
and t h a t  was their g r e a t  d i s l i k e  t o  b u i l d i n g  closets o f  a n y  k i n d  or d e s -  
c r i p t i o n  i n  their h o u s e s .  

- - M r s .  L i l l i a n  Fau lhaber  
A ~ o r o s i s  C l u b  paper  r e a d  i n  c a .  1900  

I c a n  s a y  t h a t  a  b u i l d i n g  boom w i l l  s h o r t l y  b e g i n  i n  S e d a l i a .  

--Thomas W .  B a s t  
S e d a l i a  Morning G a z e t t e ,  J u n e  2 ,  1895  

CHAPTER 8 

THE BUILDERS 

The e a r l i e s t  p ioneers  who s e t t l e d  i n  Georgetown had l i t t l e  

choice:  They cu t  down t r e e s  and b u i l t  t h e i r  own houses. I f  t h e r e  

were neighbors ,  cons t ruc t ion  l i k e l y  was a  community p r o j e c t  c a l l e d  

a  " r a i s i n g . t t  A s imple log house, wi th  a  group e f f o r t ,  could be b u i l t  

i n  a  day. 81 

Georgetown's f i r s t  house i s  s a i d  t o  have been b u i l t  by George 

Heard i n  about 1837. S e d a l i a l s  f i r s t  house i s  u s u a l l y  c r e d i t e d  t o  

George R .  Smith i n  1861. I f  it wasn't  Smith, it almost c e r t a i n l y  was 

Jacob Skinner who b u i l t  S e d a l i a l s  f i r s t  .82 Absalom McVey b u i l t  one 



even e a r l i e r ,  i n  1855, bu t  it wasn ' t  counted because it  was ou t s ide  

the  o r i g i n a l  c i t y  l i m i t s .  83 

The e a r l y  houses b u i l t  by Heard, Smith, Skinner and McVey were 

log-wall s t r u c t u r e s  ou t  o f  t h e  f o l k  bu i ld ing  t r a d i t i o n  known a s  Mid- 

land. Or ig ina t ing  i n  Pennsylvania,  New J e r s e y ,  Delaware and Maryland, 

the  Midland house was cons t ruc ted  o f  logs  hewn square and then  p laced  

h o r i z o n t a l l y  t o  make s o l i d  wooden w a l l s .  Ends o f  t h e  squared logs  were 

notched t o  connect with t h e  logs of  ad jacent  wa l l s .  84 

There was p l en ty  of  wood. While much of  P e t t i s  County was t r e e l e s s  

p r a i r i e ,  t h e  s i t e  o f  Georgetown was s e l e c t e d  p r imar i ly  because it  was 

covered wi th  a  growth of t imber.  85 

Shor t ly  a f t e r  p l a t t i n g  Seda l i a ,  Smith bought a  t r a c t  of  t imberland 

on nearby F l a t  Creek and e r e c t e d  a  sawmill. The m i l l  produced the  wood 

Smith used t o  b u i l d  h i s  o r i g i n a l  S e d a l i a  house nea r  what i s  now Seventh 

and Washington. The house, a  s imple s ide-gabled,  ha l l - and -pa r lo r  Nat ional  

Folk type ,  surv ived  f o r  more than a  century .  86 

While Smith and many o t h e r  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  became f a i r l y  decent 

ca rpen te r s ,  Absalom McVey was good enough t o  become a  journeyman. McVey 

came t o  Missouri  from Maryland i n  1836. Apparently, McVey became a  

p ioneer  t o  improve h i s  h e a l t h ;  a  s t r ange  op t ion ,  bu t  a  doc tor  i n  t h e  

Eas t  r epo r t ed ly  gave him only a  year  t o  l i v e  i f  he remained i n  Mary- 

land.  A t  t h e  t ime, he was 32. McVey f a the red  seven ch i ld ren  before  

coming t o  Missouri  and a  t o t a l  o f  24. He had t h r e e  wives. 87 

By 1837, McVey had about a s  much carpenter  work a s  he could handle 

In Georgetown. H i s  work included making sa sh  and doors f o r  t h e  new 

Georgetown courthouse. I t  was about t h i s  t ime t h a t  McVey wrote h i s  

wi fe ,  Mary, who had remained i n  Maryland, t o  express  h i s  sorrow a t  

l ea rn ing  o f  a  daugh te r ' s  death.  I t  was March, and McVey explained t h a t  

he would n o t  r e t u r n  e a s t  immediately. He c i t e d  outs tanding  o b l i g a t i o n s ,  

a l ack  of  funds and t h e  d i f f i c u l t  t r a v e l i n g  condi t ions  of  e a r l y  sp r ing .  

He niight r e t u r n  i n  Apr i l ,  he  s a i d ,  bu t  i t  was c l e a r  t h a t  h i s  h e a r t  

wasn ' t  i n  it. He wrote: 

I know n o t  what t o  do f o r  t h e  b e s t .  I am p e r f e c t l y  s a t i s -  
f i e d  t h a t  i f  we could s e l l  t o  advantage a t  home, we could do 



much b e t t e r  he re ,  a l though t h e r e  a r e  a  g r e a t  many d i s -  
advantages he re ,  t h a t  we know nothing about i n  Maryland, 
bu t  t h e  S t a t e  i s  r i s i n g  and inc reas ing  i n  weal th ,  and 
popula t ion  f a s t .  The o l d  s e t t l e r s  a r e  moving out  and 
t h e  country i s  s e t t l i n g  wi th  wealthy and more i n t e l l i g e n t  
people  from t h e  o l d  S t a t e s .88  

But a l though he l i k e d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  he saw i n  t h e  town t h a t  

was growing around him, and i n  t h e  land i t s e l f ,  t h e  s o c i e t y  was s t i l l  t y p i c a l  

oi' t h e  f r o n t i e r  and McVey found much t o  desp i se  i n  i t .  He wrote,  i n  t h e  

same l e t t e r  t o  Mary: 

Rel ig ion  appears  t o  be a t  a  very  low ebb ..... The people  
a r e  g e n e r a l l y  immoral. They hunt ,  gamble and work on Sun- 
days a s  on o t h e r  days,  i n  f a c t  moral darkness  appears  t o  
cover t h e  land ,  which i s  one g r e a t  ob j ec t i on  t o  t h i s  coun- 
t r y ,  bu t  t hey  say  it i s  improving very  f a s t ,  i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t .  
There a r e  few o r  no ca rpen te r s  i n  t h i s  town o r  count ry  t h a t  
know anything about work, and they  a r e  no t  w i l l i n g  t o  do a s  
wel l  a s  t h e y  can ..... I can engage enough work f o r  t e n  hands 
i f  I can s t a y .  I have been s o l i c i t e d  over  and over  t o  s t a y  
t h i s  summer. 89 

McVey f u l f i l l e d  h i s  o b l i g a t i o n s  and then ,  i n  1838, moved h i s  fami ly  

t o  Georgetown. Four months l a t e r  h i s  e igh th  c h i l d  was born. Mary d i ed  a  

month a f t e r  t h e  c h i l d .  Two months l a t e r ,  h i s  two-year-old son d i ed .  McVey 

remarr ied t h e  next  y e s r .  H i s  second wife  was Hanna C .  Burns. Af t e r  Hanna 

d i ed  i n  1855 ( t h e  yea r  McVey b u i l t  h i s  f i r s t  S e d a l i a  house) ,  McVey marr ied 

Lucinda Al l i son .  

McVey designed h i s  own homes and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  houses,  c o ~ l s t r u c t i n g  

them of  b r i c k  a s  wel l  a s  wood. H i s  f i rs t  house i n  S e d a l i a  was l oca t ed  j u s t  

northwest o f  wha.t i s  now S i x t h  and Ar l ing ton .  McVey owned 1,100 a c r e s  c f  

p r a i r i e  g r a s s  and farmland, a good-sized chunk o f  which was purchased by 

Smith and p l a t t e d  a s  ~ e d v i l l e , ~ ~  i n  1857. 

Most o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  houses were b u i l t  n o r t h  o f  t h e  P a c i f i c  Rai l road 

t r a c k s ,  wi th  t h e  bus ines s  s e c t i o n  extending along Main S t r e e t  from Lamine 

t o  Vermont. A s  Mrs. Cameron G a r r e t t ,  wi fe  of  an e a r l y  r e s i d e n t  r eca l l ed :  

Many of  t h e  houses a t  t h i s  t ime were made o f  boards s e t  
s t r a i g h t  up and down and s t r i p p e d  (board-and-batten) t c  
keep ou t  t h e  wind and it was more than  f requent  t h a t  we 
had t h e  excitement of  somebody's house o r  s t o r e  fu rn i sh ing  
us f i r e  works, and a s  we had no water  works t hen  t h e  f i r e  
l a s t e d  t ill  t h e  l a s t  s l i v e r  was burned.91 

Many e a r l y  houses were l oca t ed  along both  s i d e s  o f  J e f f e r s o n  and 

S t .Louis  S t r e e t s .  V i r t u a l l y  t h e  e n t i r e  town occupied t h e  a r e a  bounded by 



Moniteau S t r e e t  on t h e  west ,  Massachusetts on t h e  e a s t ,  J e f f e r s o n  on 

t h e  n o r t h  and Second S t r e e t  on t h e  south .  O f  t h e  Seda l i a  houses bui1.t by 

1865, fewer t han  20 remained by J u l y  1, 1882. I t  was expected t h a t  t h e  

town would develop n o r t h  and e a s t ,  bu t  i n s t e a d  t h e  growth was southward.92 

Although wood was t h e  most popular  ma te r i a l  used i n  e a r l y  cons t ruc t ion ,  

t h e  courthouse a t  Georgetown was b u i l t  of  b r i c k .  One o f  t h e  p ioneer  b r i ck -  

masons has  been p a r t i a l l y  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  John D .  H s . *  H s appar- -- 

e n t l y  s e t  t h e  courthouse b r i c k s .  That bu i ld ing  does not  e x i s t  today.  

One of  t h e  e a r l i e s t  b u i l d e r s  about whom a  good dea l  more i s  known 

was German-born Freder ick  George Dean. Dean and h i s  wi fe  Dora were among t h e  

o r i g i n a l  s e t t l e r s  o f  Georgetown. The Deans moved t o  t h e  newly-plat ted 

Seda l i a  i n  1860, and found p l e n t y  o f  work. Sons Rudolph Dean and Daniel 

Dean a l s o  became c o n t r a c t o r s ,  a s  d i d  a  grandchi ld ,  Harold F. Dean, a  

g r ea t -g randch i ld ,  Richard Dean, and a  g rea t -g rea t  g randchi ld ,  Richard Dean, 

Jr .  Today t h e  Dean Cons t ruc t ion  Co., s t i l l  l oca t ed  i n  Seda l i a ,  c la ims 

"Qual i ty  s i n c e  1860. "93 

Unfor tuna te ly ,  no record  has  been kept  o f  t h e  houses and o t h e r  bu i ld ings  

e r ec t ed  by va r ious  Deans. But it i s  known t h a t  members of  t h e  Dean family 

have been con . t rac tors  f o r  some of  S e d a l i a l s  most s i g n i f i c a n t  s t r u c t u r e s ,  

inc lud ing  t h e  Heard House a t  200 W .  Broadway, t h e  Yeater  House a t  624 W. 

7t.h S t . ,  and S t . P a t r i c k l s  Church a t  Fourth and Washington. 

Rudolph F .  and Daniel H.  Dean began working t o g e t h e r  a s  c o n t r a c t o r s  

soon a f t e r  1900, b u i l d i n g  a t  l e a s t  f ou r  o t h e r  houses included i n  t h e  p re sen t  

survey: 1604, 1608 and 1609 S. Moniteau Ave., and a  n e a r l y  i d e n t i c a l  house 

( t o  t h e  one a t  1609 S. Moniteau Ave.) a t  421 W .  Broadway. ~ u d o l p h  l i v e d  i n  

t h e  house a t  1604 S. Moniteau Ave., and Daniel l i v e d  i n  t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e ,  i n  

t h e  sequence l i s t e d .  The Deans a l s o  a r e  be l ieved  t o  have b u i l t  t h e  b r i c k  

house a t  1016 W .  Broadway. 

P r i o r  t o  1900, t h e  Deans s p e c i a l i z e d  i n  brickwork. (The frame Yeater  

H ~ u s e  a t  624 W .  7 t h  S t . ,  c a .  1891, i s  an except ion . )  Af t e r  1900, t h e  Deans 

cont inued b u i l d i n g  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e s  bu t  began bu i ld ing  houses o f  wood and 

o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  a s  w e l l ,  according t o  Richard Dean, Jr . ,  a  v i c e  p re s iden t  o f  

t o d a y ' s  company. During t h e  1930s, Dean Construct ion Co. b u i l t  apar tments  

i n  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  s t a t e s ,  inc lud ing  F l o r i d a  and "coast  t o  coas t . "  Beginning 

- 

* The l a s t  n m e  was no t  completed i n  an account by Judge Henry Lamm, no 
doubt because of  t h e  contex t  i n  which it appeared: Judge Lamm was d i s cus s ing  
a  b r i c k l a y e r  who a l l e g e d l y  '!did s o  much profane l c u s s i n l  whi le  lay ing  t h e  
wa l l s  t h a t  t h e  house got  an un fo r tuna t e  nane o r  t w i s t  a t  i t s  very  b i r t h ,  
l i k e  Tr i s tam Shandy, but  t h i s  may not  be so .!I94 

98 



i n  t h e  1950s, t h e  company inc reas ing ly  spec ia l i zed  i n  commercial 

cons t ruc t ion .  Today, commercial work remains t h e  firm's primary a c t i v i t y .  

By the  time Rudolph and Daniel Dean were bui ld ing  houses, t he  procedure 

had become inc reas ing ly  soph i s t i ca t ed ,  of  course, with s p e c i a l i s t s  h i r e d  

for  var ious  funct ions .  Most con t rac to r s  l imi t ed  t h e i r  a c t i v i t y  t o  following 

the  plans of  an a r c h i t e c t .  Eventual ly Sedal ians  could have t h e i r  houses 

tailor-made from designs c rea t ed  by l o c a l  a r c h i t e c t s .  

Another con t rac to r  of  no te  was Edward Hurley, an Irishman who came 

t o  Seda l i a  i n  1872, by way of S t .  Louis. Hurley 's  s p e c i a l t y  was b r i ck ,  l i k e  

the  Deans, and he was prime con t rac to r  f o r  some of S e d a l i a ' s  most memorable 

a r c h i t e c t u r e .  H i s  c r e d i t s  inc lude  t h e  Seda l i a  Publ ic  Library,  t h e  Lamy 

Manufacturing Co. bui ld ing ,  t h e  Hurley Block downtown, and t h e  Hurley 

House (which he didn '  t a c t u a l l y  design) a t  501 S.   rand.'^ Rudolph F. Dean 

worked with Hurley during the  1890s p r i o r  t o  forming a cons t ruc t ion  company 

with h i s  b ro the r ,  Daniel. 

Another b r i ck  con t rac to r  of  high regard  was John T. Colaflower. Cola- 

f lower ' s  accomplishments included t h e  o l d  Broadway Presbyter ian  Church, t h e  

Hoffman Building downtown, h i s  own i n t e r e s t i n g  res idence  a t  1201 E .  10 th  

S t . ,  and a  two-story b r i ck  bu i ld ing  a t  734 E .  5 th  S t .  Colaflower s e t t l e d  

i n  Seda l i a  i n  1879, and operated a  b r i ck  p l an t  with h i s  f a t h e r  p r i o r  t o  

becoming a fu l l - t ime  con t rac to r .  96 I t  i s  be l ieved  t h a t  Colaflower a l s o  

designed a t  l e a s t  some of  h i s  own bu i ld ings .  

Addit ional  con t r ac to r s  and t h e  s p e c i f i c  bui ld ings  with which they 

a r e  a s soc ia t ed  inc lude:  Frank Hardin, 420 S. Park Ave.; Jerome Moyer and 

J .  C .  Warren, 711 W .  Broadway; J. C .  Warren, 1010 W .  7 th S t . ;  W i l l i a m  P. 

Cousley and Hartsber ,  724 W.  3rd S t . ;  C. M .  Woodward, Imrnanuel Evangelical 

6 Reformed Church; Livers  6 Pullman, Sacred Heart Cathol ic  Church; Dugan 6 

Hutchinson Co., Sacred Heart Grade School; and t h e  names I l g e n f r i t z ,  Jacob 

and Schwartz were among t h e  con t rac to r s  involved i n  cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  F i r s t  

Methodist Church. The masonry con t rac to r  f o r  a t  l e a s t  t h e  s tone  porch of 

the  Cassidy House a t  706 W .  5 t h  S t .  is  known t o  have been Richard Ryan. 

In  most cases ,  however, t h e  names of  con t rac to r s  and a r c h i t e c t s  have 

not  been passed along t o  t h e  cu r ren t  owners. The monumental job of seeking 

t h e  answers i s  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  n o t i c e s  of  e a r l y  newspapers was beyond t h e  

scope of t he  present  research ,  but  i t  is  t r u e  t h a t  any number of b u i l d e r s '  

careers  l i e  bur ied  i n  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  volumes of bound newsprint.  The Seda l i a  



Publ ic  Library  has an ex tens ive  c o l l e c t i o n  of o r i g i n a l  Seda l i a  news- 

papers - - there  were seve ra l  d i f f e r e n t  publ i shers - -but  months o f  c a r e f u l  

reading and indexing would be requi red .  This  source was tapped but  b r i e f l y .  

Names o f  c o n t r a c t o r s  and b u i l d e r s  who may have been h i r e d  t o  bu i ld  

s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  survey a r e  contained i n  t h e  var ious  c i t y  d i r e c t o r i e s .  The 

following i s  a s e l e c t e d  sampling over a per iod  o f  37 yea r s :  

1867: G .  B.  Douglas . 
1573: Abbott F, Cousley, Charles  P. Becker, F .  H. Burgan, I .  bl. Clark,  

Huff & Woodard, R .  Hulland, Lindsey F, Abbott, Lowry, Beckley F, Co.("Architects 

and Builders") .  

1883: Nicholas Burmester, William P. Cousley, Joe  T. Davidson, P. S.  

Dusenbury, C .  H .  E l l i o t t ,  G o t t f r i e d  Hermann, G .  B .  Murray, P e f f l e y  Bros.,  

James M .  Quinn, W .  W .  Rentch, Samuel S t a h l ,  John Todd and J .  D .  Tomlinson 

("Carpenters, Cont rac tors ,  and Builders") .  

1889: Bryson F, Taylor ,  George W .  Burr, William P. Cousley, Edward 

Hurley, W .  H.  Moss F, A. P. Crowell, W .  R.  Munger, and Samuel S t a h l  ("Con- 

t r a c t o r s  and Builders") .  

1892: George W .  Burr, John Colaflower,  Edward Hurley, Mode F, Stewart ,  

and Samuel S t a h l  ("Contractors and Builders");  T. J .  Cowan and H.  H.  Dix 

("Stone Cont rac tors" ) .  

1898: J .  S. Driver ,  Edward Hurley F, Co., J .  C .  Pit tman and D .  

Roderick ("Brick Contractors") ;  G .  H. Al temueller ,  H.  W .  Anderson, J .  Bryson, 

J .  W .  Clum, W .  S.  Corley, H .  E .  Crouse, Dickinson 6 Bowlsby, R .  S.  D i l l ey ,  

A .  C .  Hamilton, G .  S.  Hartman, J .  R .  Heldman, A.  J .  Hogan, Edward Hurley F, Co., 

T. 14. Johnson, M .  M.  Lain, G .  W .  L i l l y ,  M.  Meyers, W .  H .  Moss, G .  B.  Murray, 

S.  H .  Olmsted, W .  H .  P a r i s ,  C .  C .  Red, C .  T. Rennison, J .  Sa l i sbu ry ,  C .  M.  

Shee ts ,  A .  W .  Smith, G .  F .  Smith, L .  C .  Smith, L .  C .  Steavenson, J .  T. 

Taylor ,  C .  J .  Trueman, G .  W .  Underh i l l ,  J .  C .  Warren, I .  H.  Winters,  G .  F .  

Williams and Woodwdrd 6 Hammond (llContractors-Carpenters"); T. Ahrens, 

B .  F .  Mundhink, T. W .  P o r t e r ,  B. Reulman and Reynolds 6 Height ("Contractors- 

Stone") . 
1904: L .  S.  Chaffee, J .  W .  Clum, S. R .  Damron, Dean Brothers  Construc- 

t i o n  Co., Richard S. D i l l ey ,  A .  J .  Hogan, W .  H .  Mason, Jerome Moyer, F .  S. 

Sargent ,  W .  E .  Taylor and J .  C .  Warren ("Contractors and Builders") .  

Arch i t ec t s  were l i s t e d  s e p a r a t e l y  from con t r ac to r s  i n  t h e  c i t y  d i r e c -  

t o r i e s  a t  l e a s t  a s  e a r l y  a s  t h e  1880s. f n  1883, a r c h i t e c t  Charles  R .  Manning was 



alone in Simmons 6 Kernodlels Pettis County and Sedalia City Directory. 

Sut by 1892, Gazette's Business Directory of Sedalia, Missouri, listed as 

architects Thomas W. Bast, W. S. Epperson, J. J. Franklin and W. W. Walling. 

In 1898, W. H. McCoy's Sedalia City Directory for 1898-99 listed Bast, A. P. 

Crowell, Epperson, H. M. Roe and Van Dyke & Strong. In 1904, Hoye's Sedalia 

City Directory listed Bast, Edward A. Strong and J. Frost Waddell. 
Other Sedalia architects working during the period 1875-85 include M. 

Bakker, E. J. Payn, George Masters, the McClure Brothers and Bradshaw 6 Bradshaw 
Thomas W. Bast was a prolific architect who came to Sedalia in 1889 

and, by 1895, reportedly had designed more than 150 buildings and resi- 

dences. Bast, who was born in Wright City, learned carpentry from his 

father, David A. Bast. He studied architecture at night in St.Louis and 

worked as a carpenter by day, eventually becoming "master of the art of 

architecture ."97 

Although Bast's reputation was associated with Victorian styling 

("Hastonian," it was affectionately called), he also may have designed some 

of the Eclectic Prairie style-dwellings on Broadway. Known Bast designs 

include the Hurley House at 501 S. Grand Ave., the Carter House at 800 W. 

7th St., and the Immanuel Evangelical 6 Reformed Church (United Church of 

Christ) at Fourth and Vermont. He is believed to have designed the Van 

Dyne House at 1108 W. Broadway and the Hurlbut House at 1012 W. Broadway. 

Also, it was Bast who designed the modifications to the porch at the L a m  

House, 1303 S. Osage Ave. Bast himself lived at 902 W. 7th St., a ca. 1899 

Victorian frame, from approximately 1913-1935. 

More is heard about Bast today than any other Sedalia architect, but 

Bast was but one of several talented architects working in the city during 

the decades around the turn of the century. 

W. S. Epperson designed such masterpieces as the Cassidy House at 705 

W. 6th St., the Glass House at 117 W. 7th St. (today the Ewing Funeral H~me), 

St. Patrick's Church at 415 E. 4th St., and probably even the Nationally 

Registered Harris House at 706 W. 5th St. 

Apparently, the Cassidy and Harris floor plans were very similar. (The 

heavily-altered Cassidy House today no longer resembles the Harris House and 

it is necessary to compare old photographic postcards or Sanborn-Perris maps 

to discover the striking similarities.) Research for the National Register 

nomination of the Harris House indicated it was built in 1895 for Joseph Im- 

hauser, the same year that the Cassidy House and the Glass House were under 

construction. Apparently, it was possible to mass-produce even masterpieces! 



Other no ted  S e d a l i a  a r c h i t e c t s  i nc lude  Edward A .  Strong ,  de s igne r  of  

t h e  S t an l ey  House a t  711 W. Broadway and t h e  Sacred Heart  Grade School a t  

West Thi rd  and South Vermont, and C l i f f o r d  H. Johnson, de s igne r  o f  t h e  Pehl 

House a t  1016 W. Broadway. 

S p e c i a l i s t s  and out-of-town a r c h i t e c t s  were sometimes h i r e d  t o  des ign  

t h e  churches.  The spec t acu l a r  Sacred Heart  Church a t  West Third and South 

Xoniteau was designed by A. Druiding, a  Chicago a r c h i t e c t .  The F i r s t  United 

Methodist Church h i r e d  Bullard Bullard o f  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l . ,  t o  des ign  i t s  

magnif icent  s t one  e d i f i c e  a t  Fourth and Osage. 

Despi te  t h e  d i s p l a y  o f  cons iderab le  t a l e n t  and imaginat ion,  t h e r e  

probably were no t r u l y  g r e a t  a r c h i t e c t s  o r  c o n t r a c t o r s  p r a c t i c i n g  t h e i r  a r t  

i n  S e d a l i a .  But t h e s e  l a r g e l y  anonymous b u i l d e r s  of  a  c i t y  have demonstrated 

i n  t h e i r  works many o f  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  of  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  and r e sou rce fu lnes s  

t h a t  sparked t h e  bu i ld ing  o f  a  na t ion .  Though they  can never  r e t u r n  f o r  

an encore,  t h e  products  o f  t h e i r  ingenui ty  may s t i l l  be enjoyed by a l l  

who w i l l  bu t  look.  

w 
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A r c h i t e c t u r e  i s  the a r t  w h i c h  so d i s p o s e s  and  a d o r n s  the e d i f i c e s  
r a i s e d  b y  man for  w h a t s o e v e r  u s e s ,  t h a t  the s i g h t  o f  t h e m  may c o n t r i b u t e  
t o  h i s  m e n t a l  h e a l t h ,  power and p l e a s u r e .  

They  a r e  f i n d i n g  t h a t  t a n g i b l e  and s a t i s f y i n g  l i nks  t o  the p a s t  a r e  
p r o v i d e d  b y  s t r u c t u r e s ,  s h o p p i n g  streets, and  r e s i d e n t i a l  and i n d u s t r i a l  
a r e a s  i n  their c i t ies  and t o w n s  t h a t  h a v e  s u r v i v e d  f r o m  e a r l i e r  p e r i o d s .  

--U.S. Depar tmen t  o f  the I n t e r i o r  

In  a  world where change ( t h e  only cons tan t )  is  i n c r e a s i n g l y  computer- 

enhanced, t h e  worth o f  a  s i n g l e  o l d  house o r  bu i ld ing  i s  o f t e n  overlooked. 

The va lue  of o l d  b u i l d i n g s ,  of  course ,  is  t h a t  they  se rve  a s  reminders of 

how we go t  from t h e r e  t o  here .  Because l i n k s  t o  t h e  p a s t  a r e  l i n k s  t o  

ou r se lves ,  it can be argued t h a t  we break them only with g r e a t  p e r i l .  

O r  does i t  mat te r?  One c a n ' t  go around breaking b i o l o g i c a l  l i n k s  

without t h e  g raves t  of p e r i l  ( e x t i n c t i o n ,  maybe). But i s  i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  

make an equa l ly  s e r i o u s  case  a g a i n s t  t h e  s eve r ing  o f  c u l t u r a l  l i n k s ,  par -  

t i c u l a r l y  i n  connection wi th  o ld  bu i ld ings?  Perhaps t h e r e  r e a l l y  i s  no 

p e r i l  and i t  i s n ' t  l o g i c a l  f o r  some men t o  f i g h t  f o r  o l d  bu i ld ings  while  

o t h e r s  r e v  up t h e  bu l ldoze r s .  

Some have t r i e d  t o  make a  case :  "As t h e  phys ica l  r e f e r ence  p o i n t s  

of our  l i v e s  d i sappear  one a f t e r  t h e  o t h e r ,  s o  do our  t i e s  with t h e  p a s t , "  

s a i d  Larry K.  Hancks and Meredith Roberts ,  Kansas C i ty  h i s t o r i a n s .  "A 

people wi thout  a  p a s t  could e a s i l y  become a  people  without  rclots o r  

va lues ,  a  con t inen t  a d r i f t  i n  an unce r t a in  f u t u r e .  1198 

This may be news t o  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  suburb ia .  But assuming i t  i s  

v a l i d  t o  f e a r  t h a t  some q u a l i t y  of humanity may be l o s t ,  how much i s  i t  

worth t o  have 50 Queen Annes i n  Seda l i a  a s  opposed t o  25? O r  one? O r  none? 

tiow much i s  it worth t o  have a  p a s t  t h a t  i s  r eadab le  i n  bu i ld ings?  A f t e r  a l l ,  

t h e  time t o  decide such th ings  i s  now. While t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  a  choice .  

S ince  t h e  p a s t  i s  t h e  p a s t  i f i  any case ,  it i s  what we make of it 

from t h e  a v a i l a b l e  record--  i nc lud ing  bu i ld ings - - tha t  c o n s t i t u t e s  our  



percept ion  of  h i s t o r y .  H i s to ry  is  only an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  p a s t ,  

not t h e  p a s t  i t s e l f .  How d i f f i c u l t  it i s  t o  remember t h i s !  

The a u t h o r ' s  persona l  opinion i s  t h a t  t h e  o l d  s t r u c t u r e s  should be 

saved, and a s  many o f  them a s  p o s s i b l e .  To t h e  au tho r ,  t h e  o l d  bu i ld ings  

have q u a l i t i e s  o f  honesty and charm t h a t  t h e i r  contemporary replacements 

lack .  To t h e  au thor ,  it is  r ea s su r ing  t o  know t h a t  t h e  o l d  bu i ld ings  a r e  

phys i ca l l y  o u t  there--even if he never  g e t s  around t o  a c t u a l l y  v i s i t i n g  them. 

S e d a l i a  i s  f o r t u n a t e  i n  having both  d i v e r s i t y  and q u a n t i t y  i n  i t s  

h i s t o r i c  neighborhoods. True, much has been l o s t  through s imple a t t r i t i o n .  

Even t h e  George R .  Smith House was razed  r e c e n t l y ,  by c i t y  o rde r .  But t h e  

gems a r e  l i k e l y  t o  be preserved  f o r  p o s t e r i t y .  The H a r r i s  House, t h e  Heard 

Houses, t h e  Yeater  Houses should su rv ive  because they  obviously a r e  

s p e c i a l .  They have more going f o r  them than t h e  p a s t  p e r  s e .  

The worth of  e n t i r e  blocks o f  v in t age  b u t  average b u i l d i n g s ,  however, 

i s  t he  s u b j e c t  o f  no one ' s  concern. Yet i t  i s  t h e  q u a n t i t y  o f  o l d  b r i c k  

r a t h e r  than t h e  occas iona l  masterpiece t h a t  b e s t  r e f l e c t s  our  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  

p a s t .  I f  it i s  decided t h a t  i t  is  important  t o  save t h e  houses and bu i ld ings  

a s  l i n k s ,  t h i s  i s  where t h e  s t a n d  must be made--on Main S t r e e t ,  s o  t o  

speak, where t h e  p a s t  i s  most r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  ou r  h e r i t a g e .  

Nat iona l ly ,  hundreds o f  thousands o f  average o l d e r  bu i ld ings  from t h e  

past  cen tury  a r e  po ised  on t h e  th reshhold  o f  ob l iv ion .  Hundreds of thousands 

of t h e s e  v in t age  s t r u c t u r e s  a l r eady  have been reduced t o  rubb le .  A bu i ld ing  

by Louis Su l l i van  o r  a  house by Frank Lloyd Wright w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  be de- 

fended t o  t h e  dea th ,  bu t  what o f  a  bu i ld ing  designed and b u i l t  by S e d a l i a l s  

John Colaf lower? 

Colaflower,  a  S e d a l i a  o r i g i n a l ,  i s  no t  e x a c t l y  assured  o f  a  p l ace  i n  

a r c h i t e c t u r a l  o r  even l o c a l  h i s t o r y .  H i s  b r i c k  c o t t a g e  su rv ives  a t  1201 E .  

10th S t .  But t h e  Broadway P re sby te r i an  Church he b u i l t  i s  gone. The t o p  

t h r e e  s t o r i e s  have been removed from t h e  o r i g i n a l l y  f i v e - s t o r i e d  F. E .  Hoff- 

man Building t h a t  Colaflower b u i l t  i n  downtown Seda l i a .  The i n t e r e s t i n g l y  

arched ( i n s i d e  a s  wel l  a s  ou t s ide )  bu i ld ing  he e r e c t e d  a t  734 E .  5 th  S t .  

j-s r a p i d l y  d e t e r i o r a t i n g .  Who w i l l  pay t o  save i t ?  

Ul t imate ly ,  h i s t o r i c  concerns may be i r r e l e v a n t  when it comes t o  t h e  

r e s t o r i n g  o r  r az ing  o f  t h e  t y p i c a l  o l d e r  s t r u c t u r e .  

The p r a c t i c a l  argument i s  u s u a l l y  more pe r suas ive .  A s t u r d y  o l d e r  

bu i ld ing  i s  ( o r  can be) more energy e f f i c i e n t  than  a  th in-wal led  new one. 

P lus  cos t s  o f  l abo r  and m a t e r i a l s  involved i n  r e s t o r a t i o n  and remodeling 



a r e  u s u a l l y  much l e s s  than  t h o s e  involved i n  t e a r i n g  down and s t a r t i n g  

over .  A new b u i l d i n g  w i l l  i n  many c a s e s  be worn out  long be fo re  t h e  

energy d o l l a r s  it l l saves l l  equal t h e  c o s t  of i t s  cons t ruc t ion !  

Unfor tuna te ly  f o r  many b u i l d i n g s ,  and t h e r e f o r e  un fo r tuna t e ly  f o r  u s  

all, c u r r e n t  owners o f t en  cannot a f f o r d  t o  maintain much l e s s  renovate .  The 

ques t ion  o f  which b u i l d i n g s  t o  save  and which t o  condemn o f t e n  t a k e s  c a r e  o f  

i t s e l f .  Once a  b u i l d i n g  becomes dangerous,  i t  is  u s u a l l y  t o o  l a t e  f o r  any- 

t h i n g .  Our s o c i e t y  makes no s p e c i a l  p rov i s ion  f o r  t h e  p re se rva t ion  o f  i t s  

ageti a r c h i t e c t u r e .  

No money i s  a v a i l a b l e  from t h e  s t a t e  o r  f e d e r a l  governments f o r  

r e s t o r a t  ion  o f  p rope r ty  t h a t  i s  merely o l d .  Res tora t ion ,  renovat  ion,  

p r e se rva t ion  a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  p r i v a t e  ma t t e r s .  But l o c a l  govlernments can 

he lp  by showing a  new apprec i a t i on  f o r  t h e  o ld .  Contemporary s tandards  and 

bu i ld ing  codes can be  app l i ed  t o  o l d  bu i ld ings  on an i nd iv idua l  b a s i s ,  with 

allowances made t o  avoid s a c r i f i c i n g  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  q u a l i t i e s .  Local govern- 

ment s can zone t o  p r o t e c t  r a t h e r  t han  t o  jeopard ize  o r  e l imina t e .  Local 

governments can des igna t e  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t s .  By showing an o f f i c i a l  

respec t  f o r  o l d  b u i l d i n g s ,  by t r e a t i n g  t h e  pas t  a s  a  nonrenewable resource  

r a t h e r  t han  a s  one more d i sposab le ,  l o c a l  governnments make it e a s i e r  f o r  

t h e  p re se rva t ion  e t h i c  t o  develop. 

The psychology o f  t h e  hea r t  i s  such t h a t  t h e  d i s t a n t  oft.en i s  

endowed wi th  g r e a t e r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t han  t h e  f a m i l i a r .  Lexington has  i t s  

C i v i l  War s t r u c t u r e s  but  Seda l i a  has  a  unique concent ra t ion  c ~ f  V ic to r i an  

towers . . .  and l i t e r a l l y  hundreds of  p e r f e c t l y  f i n e ,  common o l d  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  

deserve t o  be around and t h a t  we deserve  t o  have around f o r  a long, long 

1: ime . 



They say a carpenter's known by his chips. 

--Jonathan Swift 

Note : For a  more comprehensive d e s c r i p t i o n  of recommended r e h a b i l i t a -  
t i o n  p r a c t i c e s  than is  contained i n  pages 113 through 1-26, t he  
r e a d e r  may f i n d  t h e  answers i n  The Sec re t a ry  of t h e  I n * t e r i o r l s  
Standards f o r  R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  and Guidel ines  f o r  R e h a b i l i t a t i n g  
H i s t o r i c  Bui ld ings  (Revised 1983) . 
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HISTORICAL INVENTORY 
C i t y  o f  S e d a l i a  

I N D E X  

Inven to ry  
Sheet  No. Date Address  

1880s 501 W .  2nd S t .  
1880s 509 W.  2nd S t .  
1871 301 E .  3 r d  S t .  
1880s 311 E .  3 rd  S t .  
1905 540-44 E .  3 rd  S t .  
1887 1000 E .  3 r d  S t .  
1883 1019 E .  3 rd  S t .  
1882 1122 E .  3 r d  S t .  
1897 306 W .  3 r d  S t .  
1887 609 W .  3 rd  S t .  
1883 721 W .  3 rd  S t .  
1876 724 W .  3 rd  S t .  
1880 804 W .  3 r d  S t .  
1890 901 W .  3 r d  S t .  
1915 1115 W .  3rd S t .  
1837 812 W. 4 t h  S t .  
1897 1000 W .  4 t h  S t .  
1897 734 E .  5 t h  S t .  
1894 310 W .  5 t h  S t .  
1880 625 W .  5 t h  S t .  
1905 705 W .  5 t h  S t .  
1895 706 W .  5 t h  S t .  
1914 708 W .  5 t h  S t .  
1903 710 W .  5 t h  S t .  
1880 711 W .  5 t h  S t .  
1890s 712 W .  5 t h  S t .  
1908 720 W .  5 t h  S t .  
1890s 209 E .  6 t h  S t .  
1910 607 W .  6 t h  S t .  
1907 615 W .  6 t h  S t .  
1902 618 W .  6 t h  S t .  
1897 700 W .  6 t h  S t .  
1895 705 W .  6 t h  S t .  
1914 710 W .  6 t h  S t .  
1905 717 W .  6 t h  S t .  
1897 720 W.  6 t h  S t .  
1912 724W. 6 t h S t .  
1899 807 W .  6 t h  S t .  
1897 809 W.  6 t h  S t .  
1907 1017 W .  6 t h  S t .  
1880 402 E .  7 t h  S t .  
1883 405 E .  7 t h  S t .  
1894 413 E .  7 t h  S t .  
1895 117 W .  7 t h  S t .  
1880 416 W .  7 t h  S t .  
1883 420 W .  7 t h  S t .  
1880s 522 h'. 7 t h  S t .  
1914 602 W. 7 t h  S t .  
1891 624 W .  7 t h S t .  
1896 8 0 0 K .  7 t h  S t .  

I n v e n t o r y  
S h e e t  No. Date 

1903 
1899 
1903 
1897 
1896 
1896 
1894 
189 1 
1890s 
1908 
1890 
1897 
1906 
1870s 
1940 
1897 
1920 
1891 
1912 
1912 
1920 
1914 
1891 
1896 
1907 
1905 
1905 
1912 
1888 
1896 
1912 
1912 
1882 
1905 
1911 
1914 
1908 
1946 
1905 
1912 
1904 
1891 
1880s 
1895 
1890 ' 
1883 
1880s 
1890s 
1880s 
1880s 

Address  

822 W .  7 t h  S t .  
902 W .  7 t h  S t .  
906 W .  7 t h  S t .  
918 W .  7 t h  S t .  

1010 W .  7 t h  S t .  
717 E .  9 t h  S t .  
601 E .  1 0 t h  S t .  

1201 E .  1 0 t h  S t .  
1701 E .  1 6 t h  S t .  

810 S .  B a r r e t t  
117 E .  Broadway 
710 E .  Broadway 
200 W .  Broadway 
407 W. Broadway 
415 W .  Broadway 
420 W .  Broadway 
421 W .  Broadway 
5 0 i  W. ~ r o a d w a ~  
509 W .  Broadway 
511 W .  Broadnay 
519 W .  Broadwzy 
615 W .  Broadway 
622 W .  Broadway 
706 W .  Broadway 
710 W .  Broadway 
711 W .  Broadway 
712 W .  Broadway 
715 W .  Broadway 
800 W .  Broadway 
803 W .  Broadway 
806 W .  Broadway 
901 W .  Broadway 
902 W .  Broadway 

1002 W .  Broadway 
1012 W .  Broadway 
1016 W .  Broadway 
1108 W .  Broadway 
1800 W .  Broadway 

514 Dal-Whi-Mo 
515 Dal-Whi-Mo 

501-03 S .  Engineer  
420 S .  Grand 
424 S.  Grand 
501 S .  Grand 
524 S.  Grand 
610 S .  H a r r i s o n  

1508 S .  H a r r i s o n  
1822 S .  Ingram 

701-03 S .  L a f a y e t t e  
1200 S.  Missour i  



Inven tory  
Sheet  No. Date Address 

1604 S .  Moniteau 
1608 S .  Moniteau 
1609 S .  Moniteau 
423 S .  New York 
720 S .  New York 
916 S .  Ohio 

1200 S .  Ohio 
1220 S .  Ohio 
2402 S .  Ohio 
1222 S .  Osage 
1303 S.  Osage 
1319 S.  Osage 
400 S .  Park 
420 S.  Park  

1001 S .  Vermont 
1005 S .  Vermont 
1318 S .  Warren 

620 S .  Washington 
E .  Broadway & S .  Ohio (Calvary Episcopa l  Church) 
W .  Four th  G. S. Vermont (United Church o f  C h r i s t ;  
400 N .  Lamine Ave. (Taylor  Chapel Uni ted Methodis t )  
E .  S i x t h  E S .  Summit ( F i r s t  Assembly o f  God Church) 
1124 E .  Broadway (Epworth Uni ted Methodis t  Church) 
412 N .  Osage Ave. (Ward- Memorial B a p t i s t  Church) 
W .  S i x t h  6 S .  Osage (Community Church o f  S e d a l i a )  
W .  Four th  S.  Osage ( F i r s t  Uni ted Methotlist Church) 
415 E .  Four th  S t .  ( S t . P a t r i c k l s  C a t h o l i c  Church) 
W .  T h i r d  & S .  Moniteau (Sacred Hear t  C a t h o l i c  Church) 
W .  T h i r d  6 S.  Vermont (Sacred Hear t  P a r o c h i a l  School )  
1612 S.  H a r r i s o n  Ave. ( J e s u s  l Name A p o s t o l i c  T a b e r n a c l e )  

NOTE : 

While t h e  above l i s t  i d e n t i f i e s  130 of  S e d a l i a l s  s i g n i f i c a n t  
b u i l d i n g s ,  it i s  more a d v i s o r y  t h a n  a b s o l u t e .  Perhaps  100 o f  t h e  
s t r u c t u r e s  should b e  on any h i s t o r i c / a r c h i t e c t u r a l  inventol-y ,  b u t  
t h e  o t h e r s  a r e  more o r  l e s s  n e g o t i a b l e .  

I n  o t h e r  words, approx imate ly  30 o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  1 i s t . e d  above 
could  be  r e p l a c e d  by a  d i f f e r e n t  30 wi thout  g r e a t l y  d i l u t i n g  a r c h i -  
t e c t u r a l  q u a l i t y  o r  h i s t o r i c  i n t e r e s t .  True p r e c i s i o n  would have 
r e q u i r e d  f a i r l y  d e t a i l e d  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  p o s s i b l y  75 o r  80 p r o p e r t i e s ,  
an under tak ing  beyond t h e  scope  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  r e s e a r c h .  

I n  some c a s e s ,  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r s  were b i a s e d  toward t h e  i n c l u s i o n  
of i n t e r e s t i n g  o l d t i m e r s  seemingly i n  danger  o f  f a l l i n g  by t h e  way- 
s i d e  w i t h i n  t h e  n e x t  few y e a r s .  A t  l e a s t  one house on t h e  i n v e n t o r y  
a l r e a d y  i s  condemned. 

Also,  t h e  c u r r e n t  su rvey  d e l i b e r a t e l y  does  no t  i n c l u d e  any down- 
town ( o t h e r  than  churches)  b u i l d i n g s .  

Owners of l i s . e d  houses  a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  submit a d d i t i o n a l  in fo rma-  
t i o n ,  c o r r e c t i o n s  e t c . ,  t o  Show-Me Regional P lann ing  Commission, P . O .  
Box 348, Warrensburg, Missour i  64093. 


