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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The William B. Sappington House is a Greek Revival style Central
Missouri mansion approximately 60 feet wide acress the facade, two and
one half stories high. ///

v
The house was extensively restored from 1948 to 1955 by the present own-
ers. By 1948, the house was in a state of deterioration brought on pri-
marily by approximately 50 years of neglect and damage inflicted by tor-
nados in the early 1940's, The house is presently in excellent condi-
tion.

The house has a main block that is square in plan. A "T" is joined
to the rear (south) wall of the main block and an ell meets the south
wall of the "T.W

The extensions of the fabric of the house include: 1) a two story front
(north) portico centered on the facade; 2) two brick patios constructed
by the present owners at the southeast and southwest corners where the
"T" joins the main bleck; 3) a look-out area and central, glassed-in
cupola on the deck at the highest level of the roof of the main block.

EXTERIOR

The limestone foundation was laid in ashlar masonry with three courses
exposed above the ground level. The rectangular blocks have a pecked

finish bordered by parallel grooving. Limestone lintels of the base-

ment windows extend into the first four courses of the brick wall and

have arched soffits and recessed central panels. The basement windows
are barred,

The red brick walls above the foundation are inset 1™, The high fire
bricks were made by slave-labor on the property with the clay exca-
vated from the basement. Brick walls have been painted with red "Bond-
ex" to prevent deterioration. These walls are laid in Flemish bond on
the north and east walls and Common bond on the west and south walls

of the main block and on all exposed walls of the "T" and its ell addi-
tion, .

The Facade

The north wall facade is symmetrical and a well proportioned example
of Greek revival architecture. The focal point of this wall is the
central two story portico, surmounted by the pediment. The classic
formula was closely followed with the Doric order on the first floor
and the Ionic order on the second. The pediment is outlined by a den-
til course.
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Four stone steps surround the base of the portico. Congidering the lo-
cation and period of the house, the steps were carved with a notable
degree of refinement, Thin, vertical grooves articulate the surface

of the risers., The treades have rolled edges with a thin necking.

An outstanding feature of the facade is the central entrance doorway on
the first floor which is framed by a deep reveal paneled in wood. The
door itself is surrounded by lights set in ornamental geometric patterns,
The second floor door is also surrounded by lights, but they are simple
rectangular panes of uniform size, conforming more typically to central
Missouri examples of the preceding ‘'Federal” style.

The facade windows are well proportioned in relation to total wall sur-
face. As on all walls of the house, these windows have shutters which
replace those originally on the building. These windows have exposed
stone sills and lintels with the exception of the second story window
caps which are masked by the entablature. Exposed lintels on all sides
of the house have recessed centgg}‘ﬁéﬁé]ﬁ}ﬁq Nears,."
S . .
The windows throughout the mq{ﬁx
6 light sash. f -

L

ﬁloc%ﬂpfgtheﬁﬁouse are double-hung, 6 over

Gable Fnd Walls

[REREr = R

Both east and west gable end‘walls of thebmainTblock are cut off by
parapet walls between the double end chimneys rather than exhibiting
triangular apexes. The windows on the gable end walls are symmetrically
arranged with respect to the vertical midline of the wall surface, but
are widely spaced to avoid the chimney flues and fireplaces. At attic
level, a three-pane fan window is centered on the gable of both walls.

Limestone cornice stones give a partial return of the entablature on the
gable walls, The gables have limestone coping,

The chimneys of the main block are flush with the exterior wall surface
and are topped with limestone mouldings.

Roof

A flat roof deck between the chimneys provides a look-out over the sur-
rounding land, A glassed-in cupola occupies the center of the deck.

The original roof deck and surrounding wooden railing and cupola were
destroyed during a tornado in the 1940's. The cupola is an accurate re-
placement of the original., The railing was modified from a row of verti-
cal balusters, as seen in the view published in 1876,to "X" braces,

R T A

i S .




Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Missouri
NATIONAL REGISTER OF KHISTOR!C PLACES COUNTY
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM Saline

FOR NPS USE ONLY
{Continuation Sheet) - ENTRY NUMBE_R .DM"E -
DL RY B 1 e

(Number all entries) ‘___\_@/ 77

WILLIAM B. SAPPINGTON HOUSE

7. {Continuation Sheet #2)

(Illustrated Atlas Map of Saline County, Missouri, p. 60.)

All sloping surfaces of the roofs of the main block and southern exten-
sions of the house are covered with slate shingles,

South (rear) Wall

A large portion of this wall is obscured by the "T" adjoining the main
block. Fenestration conforms to pattern and form established on the
facade with the exception of one window position which was originally a
doorway giving access to the second floor level of a two story porch,
This porch was attached to the east wall of the "T" extemsion., The door-
way has been closed with brick but its lintel remains in place.

The rear wall entablature is narrower £han on the facade and exposes the
second floor window lintels which copférm toﬂﬁhqyg over the first floor
windows on this wall and on the facqail e T

"1 Extension AR

Dy

This portion of the house projectingxﬁo=thé rear (scuth) is two stories
high with a ridge roof oriented north and soyth. The windows on this
section also conform to those previousli”déactibbd} The 1876 view of the
property shows a two story porch attached to the east side of the "T%,
This porch was removed and was reportedly replaced by an early twentieth
century porch, (Mrs. John R. Lawrence, May 14, 1969.) The later porch
was removed by the present owners who constructed a one-story brick
kitchen addition on the same location in the 1950%s,

The windows in the kitchen addition have double-hung, 8 over 8 light sash,

Ell Extension

South of the "T" extension of the main block, is a one story brick ell
also under a ridge roof oriented north and south, The ell is the former
summer kitchen that was set apart from the house, connected only by a
roofed passageway visible in the 1876 view., The present owner enclosed
this passageway to form a room, The ell and "T" both have chimmeys at
the center of their south gable walls. These are flush with the outer
surfaces of the walls, and are less ornamental at their tops than the
main block chimneys,

The windows are 8 over 8 light sash, double-hung.
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INTERIOR

The symmetry of the facade is reflected on the interior in the floor p
of the main block. The front door opens into a central - hallway flanke
by four parlors, one front and cne rear on each side of the hallway on
the first floor. Bedrooms are arranged in the same manner on the seco
floor. Each of these rooms is 20 x 20 feet,

The Hallway

Focal point of the central hallway is the "S'" stairway suspended in it
entirety from the wall aside only and having no landings. The cornice
cludes a dentil moulding. Large black and white tiles laid diagonally
cover the original wood flooring. ITonic columns are set out near the
side walls at the midpoint of the length of the central hall.

West Parlors

The two rooms at the west side of this cenLPaL\hallway are connected b

a large sliding door to form a formal dodBle parlor. The pair of rooms

ig elepgantly finished with original ?ptchingcflorentine marble firepla
mantles, and paired Tonic columns. Lo W ‘
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East Rooms ,

On the east side, a library and dining room. are~arranged similarly to
parlors, on the west, These rooms arg more simply finished. They do

not have a plaster cornice, or columns; The northeast room is a library,
and the southeast room is the dining room.- One of the original chande-
liers, formerly located in the northwest parlor, hangs over the dining
table. The interior aspect of main block windows has a deep reveal car-

ried below the sill to the floor and paneled at an angle of approximat
45 degrees, rather than square.

The "T" houses an informal gsitting room with a large fireplace. Original
pecan flooring, in place in this room, was inverted by the present owners
during their restoration in the early 1950's. This room has a stairway

along the west wall giving access to a second floor bedroom above.

The sitting room opens into the kitchen addition, a long, narrow chamber
toward the east wall of the "T." From the kitchen extends an entry hall
to the original summer kitchen, The hall and a bathroom also date from
the project in the 1950%'s. The new kitchen is finished with materials

removaed from a razed house of about the same period, located in Arrow

Rock, Missouri. These materials include hewn celling beams, bricks, and
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7. {Continuation Sheet #4)
walnut paneling used in the kitchen cabinets.
GROUNDS AND LANDSCAPE FEATURES

The house and yard are located on a high swell of land with an overview

of a large surrounding area. The view extends far beyond the original
Sappington property and is especially notable from the roof observation
deck. A straight brick walk connects the front(north)porticc with a
gateway opening onto the access road.(Route TT). The brick walk had

been covered with cement and grassed over when the present owner purchased
the property, but it is now uncovered and in use., The walk is bordered
with thin slabs of limestone set on edge.

The gateway is framed by two substantial stone posts in the form of
obelisks, finished in the same manner ae the house foundation stones,

Similar, but taller, obelisks flank the driveway entrance to the east.
T

v -‘\,J,‘,

A wrought iron gate swings between the gate, bsts and a. wooden picket
fence extends more than 100' to either si@Q. Some(pickets are replace-

ments of original; all are of the early gype with &n:acorn shaped finial
on a narrower neck at the top of each wodden picket; Preaent support
posts for the pickets are concrete. : B

Vi

Some knowledge of the original landscape plantlngs can be galned by com-
paring a view of the house and grounds published in 1876 (1llustrated
Atlas Map of Saline County Missouri, p. 60.) with. the présent arrangement
of trees in the yard. Large old cedar trees predomznate in the front
(north) yard. They are arranged symmetrically with respect to the line
formed hy the brick walk between the front portico and the gateway. Two
of the cedar trees are on top of low mounds., The 1876 view shows the
mounds as terraced plantings in concentric circles surrounding the bases

of the trees,

The 1876 view of the house and grounds also includes 12 outbuildings in
the vicinity of the main bouse, These buildings included slave houses,
sheds of various sizes, barns, and a smokehouse, A former slave cabin
southwest of the main house is the only remaining original outbuilding.
This structure was built for double occupancy. It has a single chimney
at the center of the ridge roof and two entry doors on the east wall,
The foundation is rubble masonry. The brick walls are common bond with
four courses corbeled at the eave line to form a cornice., Large limestone
blocks form two steps up to each entrance. The cabin has been renovated
and enlarged with wings to the west (rear) and is in use as a caretakers
residence. Sheds and barns presently on the property are twentieth cen-
tury replacements of original structures.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The William B. Sappington House is of primary significance because
of the excellence and refinement of its architectural design., The

house is an outstanding example of the mid-nineteenth century Claaskf//

Revival style in rural Central Missouri. The significance of the
history of early planning and construction of the house is enormously
enhanced by the survival of the original owner-builder's account book
kept during the building of the house. (William B, Sappington, MEx-
pense Account in Building House,” 1845 ff,, in the possession of a
descendant, Mrs. C. Wayne Elsea, Marshall, Missouri.) Such early re-
cord books are exceedingly rare in central Missouri. The house has
further significance in the history of Missouri for its association
with Dr. John 8., Sappington who discovered quinine as a cure for ma-
larial fever. The Sappington family, through marriage, was also prom-
inent in the early development of Missouri's political history.

This house i8 set apart from other conmtemporary examples in central
Missouri because the design idea is given full expression. The re-
sult is a handsome country mansion of generous size, 1In the neigh-
boring locale many examples of the period were intended to appear
large but were actually scaled down editions of the design idea.
This house is truly a large scale structure, 60 feet wide on the
main facade, enclosing large interior spaces with 14 foot high ceil-
ings.

The unstinting application of architectural refinement to the house
affirms the desire on the part of the original owner-builder for
resolution of form in his residence. Notable details include the
pecked and grooved finish on the stones framing the cellar windows,
not only on the primary facade of the house, but on the sldewalils
as well; the wide entablature that includes a dentil course and a
series of moldings, and the exacting adherance to the classic Greek

_tenants of the organization of architectural elements in the portico.

John S8, Sappington, father of William B. Sappington, was a frontier
physician who practiced along the Missouri River from Jefferson City
to Lexington, Missouri. (Duane Meyer, The Heritage of Misgsouri-A
History, 1965, p. 294.) 1In 1832, John Sappington began manufacturing

quinine pills as a cure for typhoid, typhus and malarial fevers.

P
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All of these diseases were common to the people living near the Miasouri
River during the early settlement period. John Sappington's book The
Theorv and Treatment of Fevers Revised and Corrected by Fernando Smith,
M.D,, was published in 1844,

William B. Sappington helped sell his father'a/ﬁinti-Fever Pills™ and
built the presently standing house in 1843-45, 1844 was the year of
William's marriage to Mary Mildred Breathitt, his first cousin and the
daughter of John Breathitt, Governor of Kentucky (1832-34).

John Sappington never lived at "Prairie Park" but maintained his own

large log and wood frame residence on adjacent property where he died

in 1856, After the death of John Sappington his property passed to his
son-in-law ClaiborneFox Jackson during whose residency there it was

known as "Fox Castle!’. This house burned in 1874, (Mrs. C. Wayne

Elsea, descendant, interviewed by M, Patricia Holmes on October 25, 1969,)

The local prominence attained by the Sappington family in the central
Missouri area is attested to by the record of their political associa-
tiens. In 1844, William was sent as a delegate to the Democratic Na-
tional Convention which nominated James K. Polk for the presidency.
Although William refused to run for political office, his brothers-in-
law became prominent office holders. A brother-in=law, Meredith Miles
Marmaduke, was Governor of Missouri during the IS&O‘a::Qovernor Clai-
borme Fox Jackson, who successively maryied threerdaughters of John S,
Sappington, was Missouri's Governor from 1860-61, ‘“John S. Marmaduke
was the grandson of John S. Sappingtonféndfﬁai Governor of Misgsouri from
1884.87, A Pl

The Sappington House was the focal point“of a 600-acre plantation, three
miles southwest of the town of Arrow Rock., In addition to managing the
farm, William Sappington served as president of the: Bank of Missouri at
Arrow Rock from 1866 to 1881, (History of Saline County, 1881, p. 571-2.)
The plantation, called "Prairie Park"™, was slave-operated and supported
thirty-two slaves at one time,

The house was occupied continuously by the William B, Sappington family
until 1910, However, the maintainance of the building began to decline
after the death of William B. Sappingten in 1888,

After 1910, the property was sold several times, The Sappington family
furniture, which was stored in the attic, was gradually dispersed by
subsequent owners. 1In 1948 Dr, John R. Lawrence, a physician in Marsh-
all, Missouri, and his wife purchased and extensively restored the house.
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212 Scuth Eighth Street
Columbia, Missouri 65201
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o .

View of i {vigran NI

Keg. Size 120N Inds

UNITED STATES DEPARTHENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE o Missouri
NATIOMAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES comTy
Saline
PROPERTY PHHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY T
(Type all cntries - attach fo or enclese with photograph) ENTRY NUMBER | DATE
[1. NAME T T T
COMMON: William B, Sappington House
anp/or HisToric: Prairie Parlk
[2. LOCATION - 0 = -
STREET AND NUMBER: T
Three (3) miles southuest of Arrow Rock on County Route TT
CITY OR TOWM: - 7
_ Section 10, Tewnship 499, Range 19V
STATE: capE |COUNTY: CODE
i Misgouri 65320 24 Saline 113
B PHOTORCFERENCE .~ R
proto creniTRonald Walker, State Historical Survey, Missouri State Park Board
[prre oF srove: May 16, 1960 4:05 p.m. S
pecaTive FiLeo aT: Missourid State Park Board, 1204 Jefferseon Building )
Jeffergon City, Missouri 65101 e -

4.

ICENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTIGN, ETC

in ornamental geometric patterns,

Looking south, main (nerth) entrance to the house, An outstanding feature,
this door is framed by & deep reveal paneled in wood, and by liphts set
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UNITED $TATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLLACES

MATIONAL PARK SERVICE

PROPERTY PHCOTOGRAPH FORM

(Type all entries - attach fo or enclose with photograph)

MISSCURI STATE PARK BOARD
Srote Historiea! Survey

aund Planning C
212 Socuth Eighth Sireet
Columbia, Missouri 65201

~

STATE

Missouri

COUNTY

Saline

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

[RAmET

COMMON:

William B,

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Sappington Heouse

*“ir10 P “k

[2. LOCATION —

STREET AND NUMDE R

Three {3) miles southwast of Arrow Rock on County Route TT

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE:

__ Section 10,

Tovnship 49N, Ranse 19U

CODE

HieqnurL

COUNTY:

CoDE

Saline

B.PHOTO REFERENCE -

65320 o4

113

F“OTOCRFD'TRonald L. Wellker, State Historical Survey, Missouri State Park Board

DATE OF PHOTS: May |

14, 1969 4:00 p.m.

NEGATIVE FILED AT:

State Park Board,
City, Missouri

MlS“our:
Jefferson

1204 Jefferson Building
65101

4. IDENTIFICATION -
CESERINE View, DIRE

TIRECTION, Y O

Leoking south, detail of £
{north) door,

grooved surface on risers,

ront steps, approaching front

Limestone was delicately shaped with

roll edge on treads,
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MISSOURI STATE PARK BOARP
Staie Historical Suevey
and Planning Ciics

212 Scuih Eightn Street
Columbiag, Missouri 65201
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UNITED STATES DUFARTMENT OF THE {NTERIOR STATE -
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Missouri
NATIONAL RECGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES covRT
Saline

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

) {(Type all entries - attach {o or enclase with photesraph) r‘ SNTRY NUMBER | BATE
z ﬁ_;l::_;qlm,a,g L : - T o S
o common: Gilitam ﬁIAY.:'_S—?m1npton House
—_ :x:;'oﬁmrs;omc PIEZJ.IV’ rc?lw
- PotocaTon T T -
U STREET AND NUMt(FFi
- Three (3) miles southwest of Arrow Rock on County Route TT
CITY OR TOWHN: -
b= ) Section 10, Township 49N, Range 19W o
b STATE: copE [COUNTY: CoDE
) Missouri 65320 24 Saline 113
% [PROTORCFERENCE R - | i
— PHoto creEDITRon: 1d U?U (1, ‘State listorical Survey, Missouri State Park Board
[CATE ©F PHOT&;AW?L]TI"V l[}. 1_9_{.0 ll- 05 _P.ma. -
1L Necative FiLED A Missourd State Park Poard, 1204 Jefferson Building
K] Jefferson City, Missouri 65101 —
w [IGENTIFICATION R -
DE&CF{I‘?‘_ YIEW, DIRECTIiON, ETC
Looking south, main (nerth) entrance to the house, An outstanding feature,
this door is framed by & deep reveal paneled in wood, and by lights set
in ornamental geometric patterns,
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JISSOUR] STATE PARK BOARD
Stare Historical Survey

and Flanning Clice

212 South Eighth Strest

Columbia, Missouri 65201
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UMTEDSTATESD[PARTMFNTOFTHEINTEHOR STATE
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Missouri

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES counTY

Saline
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PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entrics - atfach to or enclese with photograph) ENTRY NUMBER CATE
[RpRE T T
COMMON: Willirm B, Sappington Houge
AMD/OR HISTORIC:  Prazirje Parik
{2, LOCATION o s
STREET AND NUMBE H T
I ___Three (3) miles_southwest of Arrow Rock on County Route TT
CITY OR 'IOWN
_ . Segtion 10, Tounship 498, Ranre 199
STATE: b copE {COUNTY: CODE
Ml sgouri 65320 24 Saline 113 |
B PHOTO REFERENCE - o T B T _
- fﬁgleRLmT“onalu L. Wellior, State Historical Survey, Missouril State Park Doatd
bate oF PHOTO: May 14, 1960_!_1.__0()_9 1M,
w NEGATIVE FILED AT: Missouri Gtate Park Poard, 1204 Jefferson Building
T Jeffergson City, M1Luour1 65101
o VEIQENTIFICATION -
IDESEAIGE VIEW, DIRECTI 64, E1E
Looking south, detail of front steps, approaching front
{north) door, Liwmestone was delicately shaped with
proovad surface on risers, roll edge on treads,













