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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (iIF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The George B. Peck Dry Goods Company Building, 1044 Main Street, in Kansas City's
Central Business District is an example of "Commercial Style" architecture with
classical decorative elements. The building is located on the sloping corner of Main
and Eleventh Streets. The frontage on Main Street is approximately 58 feet and

130 feet on Eleventh Street. This eleven story rectangular building has its main
entrance on Main Street, facing east.

Exterior

Construction Materials and Colors

The first story on the main facade and partial south facade consists of polished
marble, small black tiles and reinforced concrete. The second and third story have
been covered over with Indiana limestone and granite. The remainder of the building
consists of ivory colored brick, red brick and enameled terra cotta.

East {main) Facade

The first floor of the main facade has two entrances. One is a recessed single

panel door located at the northern section of the east facade while a single light
panel two door entrance is located towards the southern end of the facade. Large
glass display windows are located between the entrances. Surrounding the display
windows at the extreme north and south end is marble. Small black tiles cover the
remainder of the area. The second and third floor on both the east and south facades
have been covered over with Indiana 1imestone and granite. The fourth through

the ninth floors consist of one-ovar-one double hung recessed paired -sash windows
separated from each floor by a paneled brick spandrel. On the tenth floor are triple
one-over-one double hupg recessed sash windows. The entire set of windows are
framed by a segmental arch terminating with a cartouche above the tenth floor.

Terra cotta foliage swags run above the tenth floor windows and visually,support a
decorative string course and drip mold. The eteventh floor contains one-over-one
double hung recessed rectangular frame sash windows in groups of threes. Each set of
windows are separated by a decorative terra cotta rectangular motif. A terra cotta
keystone crowns each set of windows. Above these are decorative terra cotta rec-
tangular panels with a criss-cross design pattern. An ornate decorative projecting
cornice tops the facade. Antefix are located at each corner of the roof line of

the facade.

South Facade

The south facade is almost identical to the east facade. However, the windows on
the south facade are in sets of threes rather than in pairs as on the east facade,
and the extreme western bay of the south facade contains only a single window. The
first floor display windows on this facade have been covered over with either murals
or a louvered covering, and a recessed double door is located at the extreme western
end of the facade.
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West (rear) Facade

The lower floors of this facade are brick covered over with cement. The upper
floors are brick with several two-over-two double hung rectangular sash windows.

In the upper section is a wall graphic signage of the Peck's Dry Goods Company.

At the southern most section of the roof Tine is the ornate cornice return from the
south facade.

North Facade

A good part of the north facadé is obscured from view by the Macy's Department
Store building next door. The only section of the north facade that is visible is
that of the ninth, tenth and eleventh floors. This area is brick with stone trim
which visually creates rectangular pattern areas. Several two-over-two double
hung sash rectangular windows are located on this facade. The cornice return can
be seen along the roof line near the eastern end of the facade.

Interior

The interior of the building at this time consists primarily of two shops on the
first floor and storage and vacant space on the remaining floors.

Alterations

1. Recessed entrance on eleventh street and major interior modernization. (1935)]
2. Second and third floors covered with Indiana limestone and granite. (1950)2

Condition

The building is in fair to good condition.

Site

The building is Tocated at the northwest corner of Eleventh and Main Streets. To its
immediate north is Macy's Department Store, to its south the new City Center Square

office building , to its west a parking lot and other commercial structures and to
its immediate east is Harzfeld's, a women's apparel store.
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Present Status

Negotiations are presently being finalized as to the purchase and renovation of the
building. The outcome of these negotiations will depend on whether or not the structure
is placed on the National Register of Historic Places

FOOTNOTES

1“To Improve Peck Store," Kansas City Star, 21 October 1934, sec. D, p. 6 and

"A New Front at Peck's,” Kansas City Star, 11 August 1935, sec. D
p. 6.

2

2"Work Starts on a New Front for Peck's Store Here," Kansas City Star, 24 September

1950, sec. D, p. 7.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The George B. Peck Dry Goods Company Building, 1044 Main Street, is significant as
one of the few remaining early dry goods compan{ buildings that anchored the heart

of the retail district in downtown Kansas City. It is further significant as 3 fine
example of "commercial style” architecture with exceptional classical elements.¢ The
building was designed by the prominent Kansas City architectural firm of Root and
Siemens in 1914.3

Historical Data

George B. Peck (1863-1906) from early childhood was interested in the wholesale aspect

of the dry goods business. While in New York Mr. Peck met John Doggett who was organizing
a dry goods business in Kansas City. Mr. Peck became interested in Mr. Doggett's store
and bought stock in the company and came to Kansas City in October 1889.4 "In 1894

Mr. Peck was elected vice-president of the Dogget's Dgy Goods Company and four years later
in 1898 bought Mr. Doggett's interest in the company. In July of 1901 the company's name
was changed to George B. Peck Dry-Gcods Company.

Mr. Peck was considered an outstanding and progressive merchant. Many of his innovative
policies, such as préviding schooling for the "cash“ boys and girls -and other clerks,
continued throughout the subsequent growth and development of the business. The George
Peck Dry Goods -Company was for many years considered to be one of Kanhsas City's leading
department stores. It continued operation in its present location for over 70 years,
closing in early 1¢64.

Root and Siemens

The firm of Root and Siemens was composed of Walter C. Root (1859-1925), brother of the
famed Chicago architect John Welborn Root, and George Siemens (1864-1951). Root and
Siemens formed their partnership in 1896.6 This partnership lasted until Root's death
in 1925,

This firm was one of the most active architectural firms in Kansas City. They designed
many residences, apartments, churches and commercial structures. Perhaps one of their fine
works in Kansas City is the Scarritt Building and Arcade, listed in the National Register

of Historic Places.
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The survey of Missouri's historic sites is based on the selection of sites as they
relate to theme studies in "Missouri's State Historic Preservation Plan". The George
B. Peck Dry Goods Company, therefore, is being nominated to the National Register
of Historic Places as an example of the themes of "architecture," “commerce," and
"industry."

FOOTNGTES

]"A Peck Store Change," Kansas City Star, 5 October 1933, p. 1.

2Marcus Whiffen, American Architecture Since 1780, (Massachusetts: The M. I. T.
Press, 1969), p. 183~190.

3Bu11ding Permit No. 56072, Public Works Department, 18th floor, City Hall,
Kansas City, Missouri and "Make Way for 11 Stories," Kansas City Star,
15 February 1914, sec. A, p. 2.

4"A Peck Store Change," Kansas City Star, 5 October 1933, p. 1.

S"A Post Card From Old Kansas City,” Kansas City Times, 12 September 1970, p. 44.

6"Na1ter-c. Root Is Dead," Kansas City Star, 26 June 1925, p. 2 and "G. M. Siemens,

Sr., Dies," Kansas City Star, 7 November 1951, p. 44.
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Photo Log:

Name of Property: Peck, George B., Dry Goods Company Building

City or Vicinity: Kansas City

County: Jackson County State: MO
Photographer: Sherry Piland

Date

Photographed: Dec. 1979

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera:

1 of 6. Partial E fagade looking W.

2 of 6. Detail of E facade looking W.

3 of 6. Detail, SE corner, looking NW.

4 of 6. Partial S fagade looking N.

5 of 6. Detail showing frieze and cornice on the S fagade looking N.
6 of 6. Entire S fagade looking N.























