


The Demolition of the Warren County Courthouse - 
HOW COULD THIS HAVE HAPPENED? 

A t 8:25 on the morning o f  Junc 30. 
1995, thc ultim;~te stcp in the anni- 

hilation of thc historic Warrcn County 

Courthousc began. A ~lcmolitinn com- 

pany machine rollctl up to tlw 1 K7ns 

huittIing and smashcii a gapinr hole in 

the hricks. .4ftcr tearing that fir$[ hrcak in 

the wall. just hcnei~lh a sccond-story win- 

dow, thc workrncn lut'l. Cater that nftcr- 

noon thcy rclurneii lo rip llic punclurc 

even larger for the hencfit o f  St. L.ouis 
photographers urho had missed the 

hepinning of the courth(!usc's end. 
Iiow could this linve happcncd? 

'The nnswcr is th:~t citi;rcns \s,hc-, cnrcd 

about przsrrving their licritayc wcrc not 

vigil an^ enough. Some helicvcd thnl r l~c 

building's listing in thc Nationnl Register 

of Historic Places \vould protect it. But 

the destruction of thc 125-ycnr-rlld ctrurt- 
Iiousc irTlis~r;~tcs t h ~  inudcquacy nl' that 

dcsigni~~ion to prcscrvc rmr historic huilrl- 

ings. 

11 is hnpccl th:~t hy cx:lmininy ufha1 

hnppcned to ~ h c  courtliousc iri the lust 

years of its life, all who arc intcrc.stud in 

thc preservation of their local I;~nclniarks 

will Icarn tinw to hcgin planning now tr) 

cnsurc ;I future for their past. 

Completed in November of 1870, the 
Wrrcn County Courthouse was an excel- 

Ic-nt cxample of classical architecture with 
its tall columns, archcd windows and 

doors, winding slaircuse and beautiful 

cupoln. I t  had served as the county's main 

pi~hlic builtling with onlv one renovation, 

which consisted of an interior modifica- 

tion. Next to the courthouse was thc 

smallcr and companion structure, the 

Clerk'? Building. Completed prior to the 
courthnuse to safely house its most valu- 

able commodity - its records -- that 
builJinp was one of a fcw remaining 

ex:~rnples of such an early completely 
lircprool' structure. 

Both buildings had been altered only 

hy thc nccd for installing modern utilities, 

e.c., elnctricity. Rut, while the buildings 

rct:ltncd their architeclural and historic 

inrzgrity, they were long ovcrdue for 
upymilinp. Offices were cramped and 

dcrcriornted; mechanical and plumbing 

syslcms werc antiquated. 

There was, howcver, a "watchdog" 

provisic~n for the old buildings - that is, 

Missouri law requires all empaneled 

?rand juries, while thcy are convcned, to 

inspect the county's buildings. This pro- 

vides an unbiased public 
jury with an ongoing oppor- 

tunity to play watchdog, or 

guardian, over "public" 

buildings. 

One such inspcction of 

the Warrcn County 
Courthouse, did, indeed, 

occur in 1965. The findings 
were critical. Subsequently, 

three times between 1964 

and 1974 the county pro- 

posed bond issues to 

replace or restore the 1870 

The result was slow demolition of the 

courthouse by public neglect. Some mem- 

bers of the public did demonstrate an 
interest, however. The building was 

placcd on the National Register of 

Historic Places in 1974 through the 

efforts of private citizens. 

In 1993 the courthouse's physical 

inadequacy was brought into sharp focus 

by a law suit filed against Warren County. 

Under the Americans with Disabilities 

Act (ADA) of 1990, a suit charged the 
county with failure to comply with ADA 

provisions applicable to its courthouse, 

i.e., adequate ramps and elevators. 

Feasibility studies prepared to deal 

with the situation reflected two options 

for the courthouse, preservation or 

replacement. The cost of renovation to 

meel ADA standards was approximately 

$180,000; repiaccment on 5 - 10 acrcl; 
needed for growth was estimated at S6.1 
million. 

In addition to cost, another major con- 

cern of the community was a desire to 

have its public offices remain in the same 

locality. Sonic county officials at that time 

indicated a desire to see the historic cour- 

thouse preserved. Other county cornmis- 

sioners, however, desired to replace the 

courthouse with a new "Justice Center." 

The following events increased the 

momentum for the new Justice Center. 

First, the county conceded the ADA- 

plaintiff's charge against it. Second, the 

county announced that a $6.2 million 

bond issue to erect a new building would 

appear on the November ballot. That left 
preservalionists with only 32 days before 

the November election to mount a cam- 

paign to save the courthouse. Opposition 

was especially difficult because the 

November 8 ballot provision to fund a 

TlZr I\hrren Cnrrno &rrrthorrsr pn'nr to dpmolition courthouse. The pub1 ic new justice center did not state that, if 
it1 1995. voted down a1 1 three issues. (See DEMOLITION, Page 8) 
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H i s t o r i c  
P r e s e r v a t i o n  
P r o g r a m  UPDATES 

Courthouse Development and Predevelopment Grc 
* Fiscal Year 1996 HPF Grants 

APPLICANT: City of Farmirigton courthouse must comply with ADA cient, historically correct windows in 
PROJECT: Old St. Francois County purdelines in order for county offices the Old Phelps County Courthouse. 
Jail Feasibility Study to remain open. This project represents accomplish- 
GRANT AWARD: S4,459 
PROJECT DESCRIPTTON: 
The project will pay for an architect to 
prepare plan< and specifications and to 
advise the city dunng the dernol~t~on 
and restoration phase of this project. 
The jail has been in continuouc opera- 
tion at this s ~ t e  since 1870. The county 
is building a new jail that will be ready 
for occupancy In early 1996. The 
existing jail will then tx a~ai lable  for 
restoration as a museum of tranzporta- 
tlon. funded by an Intermodal Surface 
Tranymrtation Efficiency Act  
enhancement grant. 

APPLICANT: Carroll County 
Commission 
PROJECT: Carroll County 
Courthouse and Jail Building\ 
GRANT AWARD: S6,IlOO 
PROJECT DESCRIPTlON: 
Thc project will concist of a compre- 
hensive architectural and engineering 
study of the Carroll County 
Courthouce and jar1 buildings. The 
study w ~ l l  addrers the following: 1 .) 
phy\ical deterioration of the infm- 
structure of the builtlings, and 2.) 
modifications for Arner~cans with 

I Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance 
and 11s impact on the hirtorical s~~gnif- 
icance of the huildings. 

APPLICANT: Gentry County 
I Commission 

PROJECT: Gentry County 
Courthouse-ADA R e ~ t  room Project 
GRANT AWARD: 57,200 
PROJECT DESCRTFTTON: 

I The project will involve the construc- 
tion of a rest room, which is in com- 

'# 

pliance with ADA standards, within 
the Gentry County Courthouqe. The 

APPLICANT. County of  Ralls 
PROJECT: Ral IF County Courthouse 
ADA Compllance Plan 
GRANT AWARD: $8.000 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
The purpose of this pro-ject is to pre- 
pare ;~rchitectural plans and specifica- 
tion\ aimed at assisting the county in 
prcwrving the historlc Ralls County 
Courthouse - the oldest operating 
courthouse: west of the Mississippi 
Riwr ( 1858) - and rneetlng the pro- 
vision.; of the ADA. 

APPLICANT: Old Courthouse 
Preservation Committee. Inc. 
PROJECT: Old Courthouse of Phc!ps 
County - Rehabilitation Project 
GRANT AWARD: $133 13 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
The project will consist of the mason- 
y repair of two existing openings and 
for instiillation of 10 new energy-effi- 

ment of one step in a locally supported 
multi-phase plan to restore the build- 
ing to its appearance in 188 1 ,  the date 
of its first major historic addition. 

APPLICANT: Iron County 
Commission 
PROJECT: Replacement of Roofs on 
Iron County Courthouse and Gazebo 
GRANT AWARD: $1 2,560 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
This pro-iect will involve the removal 
of the existlng deteriorated asbestos 
shingled roof from the Iron County 
Courthouse, installation of new roof 
sheeting over entire roof, and the 
application of' roofing felt and a new 
composition shingled roof to the 
building. As part of the same project, 
the deteriorated shake roof of the 
gazebo on the east courtyard will also 
be rcmoved and replaced with a new 
cedar shake roof. 

Heritage Tourism Course Offered at 
Central Missouri State University 

Tourism is a vital industry in Missouri and many other states. It is a diverse 

industry and is currently cnjoying significant growth in multicultural and hcritagc 

tr;lvel activities. Central Missouri State University (CMSU) recently announced a 

li)ur-year undergraduate program dedicated to prcparing futurc pn)tessional 

tourism Icadcrs. The CMSU program is one of only tive in the Unitcd Statcs. 

The first course offerings for thc fall semester included a thrcc hour unrlcrgrad- 

LI:W cc)ursc, REC4OOO Heritage Tourism. This coursc presents a study of. tfic risc of' 

I hcritasc sites and tourism in the Unitcd Statcs. I t  examines thc evolution of historic, 'I 
i culturol and natural resources as major destinations for national and international 

visitors. The claw also cxplorcs how public, private and civic sectors can initiatc 

benefits from hcritagc tourism. 

For more information, contact: Recreation & Tourism, Terry Simmons, 

Lovinyer 201. Warrcnsburg. MO 64093. Or call hini at (8 16) 543-8928. 
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(MADISON, 

amounts of 

word out," 

from Pase I )  and brochures were des~gncd and d~strib- 
limc lnvcstccl i n  " E ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ %  ured tn keep the courthouse restoration in 
and in educating ~ h c  vntcrs frt,nt voters. 

on the needs of the county, research several Ghstepped back i n  zlmew 
began In earnext on the hlrcnry nu the by role-playrng as early Madison County 
gg-~ear-old courthouse. Communi ty  rcr;itlenlq when discussing the two sales 

* 
meetings were held all over the county, I,, ,,,,,,+ 'rhcy spoke orthe county's his- 

photo. Note t h p  varipw u f nnn-h istm-ic window in fill and the modern rnetal bairi.~tmde 
on the fower balconei. Witli s~l~abilitation mnrpl'rre (hotmm pho~n), llre courihnrrse is 
once again the pride n j  ;If~di.von Corrnty. 

tory as weir as the deplorable condition of 

the once stately courthouse. They remi- 

nisced about its construction in 1900, and 

the pride they had always felt because of 

its famous architect, Theodore Link. 
Comparisons were drawn between several 
features of their courthouse and the St. 

Louis Union Station - also designed by 
Link. 

On April 5, 1988, Madison County vot- 
crs showed their pride in their county - 

and their courthouse - by passing both 

sales taxes by a two-to-one margin. 

Madison County, at least three times in 

the past, had tried and failed to pass a 

sales tax for general revenue. To have both 

of these taxes pass at one time had been 
thought impossible by many. 

The same enthusiasm and commitment 

that went into passing the sales tax soon 

became evident in the advisory commi~tee 

appointed to oversee the courthouse reha- 

bilitation. It scrved in an advisory capaci- 

ty to the county commissioners; however, 
much of the leg work in selecting an 

architectural firm was :timed over to 

thcn1. 

A joint venrure betwecn the St. Louis 

architectural firms of Gerhardt Kramer 
and J. R. Luer and Associates was select- 

ed. Because the sales tax to fund the cour- 

thouse was a four-year tax, only limilcd 

funds were available at any one time. It 

was decided to divide the project into 
three phases so the voters would be able to 

see progress almost immediately without 

having to wait for four years. 

The first phase was to be stabilization of 

the building, installation of a new roof, 

and tnckpointing and repair of the mason- 

ry. The second phase would be the 

replacement of the window units with new 

wood units that matched the originals, but 
which would be energy efficient. The third 

phase was to be the interior work and fur- 
nishing. 

By using energy-efficient windows; 

insulation in the walls and ceilings (which 

had becn non-existent); a heating system 

composed of four, energy-efficient, 90 



percent-plus boilers connected in series 
' 

(and staged to operate only on demand); a 

new 35-ton, energy-efficient chiller; and a 

ncw, four-pipe, heating and cotjliny sys- 

tem to allow for heating and cooling only 

where necdcd, the project hccarnc cl igihle 

to receive a low-interest loan from the 

Missouri Departrnenl of Natural 

Resources' Division of Enerpy. The 

department's Historic Preservation 

Progranl (HPP) provided technical assis- 

rance throughout the project. 

The installation of energy-efficient win- 

dows, insulating the entire building, and 

chang in~  the heating system, along with 

the installation of a total-huilding cooling 

system, resulted in over 50 pereenl sav- 

ings of energy in the first ycsr after the 

systems were in place. 

The county commissioners soon real- 

ized that they could make the balance of 

the tax money yo farther - and help alle- 

viate a chronic unemployment prohlem 

among unskilled county residents- i f  
the county hecamc its own contractor for 

phase thrcc or  the project. 

The nnrth elevation before rehabilitation (left), and after (rigizt), demonstrates thc 
importance of windows and d00r.s as character-dejitritig features. Note also, the 
hear~tif~dly reconstructed halconet. 

Melvin Starkey, a lifetime resident ot' 

the county and superintendent for the con- 

tractor who completed phases one and 

two of rhc work, was now employed 

directly by the county commissioners. 

LTneniployed Mad~son County residents 

wcrc atlded to thc county payroll, then 

s~~pervised and trnincd by Starkcy in thc 

skills necessary to complete ph;ae thrcc. 

T h i s  phase included thc new hcating and 

cooling system, a new electrical system, a 

nrw ROO-amp underground electric ser- 

vice (heneath the highway), a new alarm 

system and new plumbing. These crews 

of county employees. under Starkey's 

yuidanoe. undertook all of thc carpentry 

work necessary to fun the interior walls 

and re-work the wood floors, install the 

ceramic tile and do the final painting and 

finishing. The building was adapted to 

comply with the Americans with 

Disabilities Act, and even some of the 

original furniture in the courthouse was 

restnred and refinished. 

Phasc onc of thc construction was stilrt- 

cd in 1989, and phasc three completed i n  

1993. The one-and-one-h:ilf ccnt portion 

o f  the salcs tax ear~nnrkod l'or capital 

improvcmcnts had raised 5 1,200,000 

which allowed the historic courthouse to 

havc its uscf'ul lik cxtcndcd I'or another 

millcnniunl - to remain thc heart o l  the 

county 

- J~tck Llrer 

Jack Richard Lrtcr is a S t .  I.ouis architect. 

who played a major role in the rehahilitation cbr 

the Madison County courthouse. 

*Frcdericktown passcd a historic 

preservation ordinance and 

bcca~nc a Ccrtificd Local 

Government (CLC) in 1987. 'Thc 

CLG program, administcrcd by 

the HPP, assists communities in 

prescrvation planning. 



Historic Architecture 
Rornanesque ca 1880 - 191 Q 

Rnrnanesque fty lc hurkl~ngs arc chnr~jc- Ioucr CTOV, gahlcl cmcryng from the In doorway treatments, the arches may 

tcrr7ecl hy n senw nf wercht, rnar\l\e- rn.rln form Thc \tylc is A o  seen on s ~ t  upon short, squat columns or mas- 

ne\\ and stdrdi!v, a proli)und dcp:rrturp gahlcd townhnu%e\ w e  p~crc Syr~an arches, com~nonly 

from the dcl~ca~e.  dcct~rntivc du~nrllng Bold, mar\lve tnwer~ with con~cal or u5ed ~n doorways dnd w~ndowa, lack 

ol Ihe Queen Anne, Eakllakc. ,~nd S11uk \lctplv pftchcd pyramlddl roots are column or pe r  supports and bcg~n at or 

qilrtu common. near floor level 

Tllc stylc is pr~mar~ly seen rn I;lr_~c puh- Extcrior wnll treatment Ir '1lwny5 Wrndows are usually deeply re~essed; 

Itc butl~l~np, i~ntl very I;r\h~rmnhle l:lrgc mnconry, usually w~th rough-faced, ash- and grouplnga of threc or more arched 

homes of tho period lar \!r~ncwork Qucar~onally, two or wnndows are very common. Stone 

Mo\t Roti~anesque hutlcllnp hnvc mare colors or textures of stone or bnch enframed transom w~ndows arranged In 

h~pped rot~l$ and may h ~ v c  onc or morc arc. cornh~ncd to crcatc dccorat~vc clc- ribbon-l~ke fashion are often found. 

Facades are almost aZways asyrnmerri- - WiJe. rounded Ron~anesque arche\ pre- cal 

dnmtnate ~n feneq~rat~on and doorway., Dormers are found more often than not, 1 

The Jmper County Courthause, cart hag^ and they may be parapet-gabled, hipped 

(IRW), ic a j n e  example of Romanesqlle or eyebrow 

f l rc l t i t~c t r~r~ ,  a predominant style N S C ~  in Other common eldborat~on$ ~nclude. 
the c ~ n ~ t r u c f  ion of h!issntiri !F c~r~rthouses belt courses, heavy poat and I~ntel 
h e t w e e ~ ~  1891 and Ilr06. qf the 15 porches, very largc arched bree/cway\ 
coitrthorrres in the state illat ure 
c o n ~ i d ~ r e d  Romanesqrre, Ja~per Courttv 'T and entryway?, decoratwe flaqh~ngs on 

i~ the m o ~ t  typical and bevt pre~erved of roof rrdges, carvcd dccora~lve 
the TIPIP. A/teraiions have he~tr  minimal stonework and cush~oned cdpitals on 
nnd are rymprrthelic 10 the original design, plus and columns 
- Allcrl T&malz 

ArchifacRs: Missouri's Historic Courthouses 
hc ,trchllcctllr,ll lc, of  Mrs<ourr'F ( I  X70-1K9H); F I X  are Renatwance Rev~vnl cxpla~ncd by ava~labtl~ty ot funds at the 

hl\lc,ric county cnllrttlou3cl I l X73-1924); five arc Vtctorian Gothic tlme the county needed the bu~ld~ng con- 

brrlad :tnd varied, uovcrine 3 lJrrzc porlinn Rcviual ( 1 88 1-1 904), 78 are Clacr~c stru~tcd, when the money wa\ there, ~t was 

of Amt.nc;,'s nrchrtcc~ur,rl movpnrcnts Rciiv3lPleaclassical (1887-1927), 15 are spcnt on development of arch~tecrural 
1 1 1 ~  tnid-19tll thrtjugh cijrly 20th ccn- Kornancsquc (1891-1906); three are plans and atylist~c ernbell~shments were 

turlcs Whllc " l t j q  01'1hc cnurlht>uhcq can- Italian Rendissance (1897-1907); three cons~dcrcd. Whcn funding was limited, 

nfit Je\crlhctl cx,l,nplc.\ 0 1  hTLEh sly]c ,trc Rcnux Arb (1910-1926); and 20 are the county satlafed ltself w~th  what could 

archtlccturc, malorrty cyhlhlt spcthc  Art D c ~ u  (1931-40). In some cases, the be obta~ned w ~ t h ~ n  budget. 

stylr\lic clcmcnlh. :tnd 3 rrw arc conkid- 6~rc'hircc~uraI rtylc. a r  stylir[ic dements, of Thirty-SIX of M~$sour~'s  115 county 

ercd lyplU31 e.rnnlp~cc of \)cv M.lr~caurr'\ cnurthou\e~ clearly reHec~ the courthouses arc l~sted In the Nat~onal 

jlvlc+. U\lnp :! brryad critcri;l cnn\idcr- pretlnrninant styles being used In public Reg~ster of H~stor~c Places, e~thcr individ- 

,kllon. i t  can bc \aid [hat 12  , tv l c ,  nf archl- hu~ldrnyr nt the t~nle of con?tructron, wh~le ually or with~n h~stor~c d~stncts; probably 

trcturc ,krc reprc\cn[c.rl xlr\rnurl*s In otlrer examples, the style of the coust- 66 more are el~gihle for the Natgonal 

c o u n ~ y  court!~ou~c\. t'nur are Greek lrouse does not follow the dc;idemic perr- Regkler, hut remaln unlrsted. 

Rcvi~al ( 1847-1 X7 1 ) .  nlnc ,rrc ItallnnLlte u)dk 01 popl~lar~ty ~n i ts part~cular beat- -Allen Tatman 

( 1  85s-1837); live arc. Second En~ri re  Inent Thew var~at~nnc are ~ r o h a h l ~  



Landmark 
Listings 

KANSAS CITY 
Francois Chouteau Missouri Rivcr Bridge available for 
reuse on or off sitc. National Kcgisrer ol' Historic Placcs cli- 
gible. Built 1887 by Keystone Bridge Works. Railroad con- 
vcrtcd to highway. Contains three 403 foot Whipplc- 

I Murpl~y truss spans, 1,629 Ueet skel  trestle. Intcrcsted par- 
ties capable of assuming ownership write Harringtun & 

STONE HOUSE lN HISTORIC HERMANN Cortelyou, 127 West 10th Strcet, Kansas City, MO 641 05 
h rnrc opporlunily to own property on ~ h c  Vnlinnal Register o f  lor information packet by Oct. 3 1 ,  1996. 
His to r i c  Plnccs. Cc~rnplctely rehtorc.cl, a11 rnndtrn conveniences 
and more. .4/C, gns h c ~ ,  random width flooring. Prime condi- COOPER COUNTY 
rir~n, 7 bcdroonis. 2 hnths, l iviny rtjoni, dinin_c room, keeping "Klenklcn BI-~dgc" ava~lablc tor 
room-kitchen with huye fircpInce, i l t i l i ty  rowrn-olfice, porch,  : adaptivc rcuhc. N R H P  clig~hlc. 

nttachcd garage  and 3 sontrl uscnhle b;lsert~cnt. On 4 land- Built In 1030 by M~ssouri brldge 

sv:~pcci lots. with spectacular views of town. .Missouri River, h- 

builder J . A .  D ~ c c .  This 
suspension bridgc is a good 

I bottom lands anti mini-mountains heyonti - all on top of East 
examplc of vcl-nacular bridge 

Hill. construction, designed and built 
w~thout the benefit ot' structural 

Priced to sell!!! analys~s or cornputat~ons, The 
Contact (573) 4-86-2000 or write 200 Franklin Sf., brldgc has steel towers and side 
Hcrm;~nn .  MO 65041 rails, original c,tblcs and \vood decking. From ;~nchors to tower\. 00 

ft, with 200 t t  span. Currently not used due to fluoding. T h ~ s  bridge 
\+(ill bc match-marked, dismantled and stored for further handling by 
party accepting ownership interested party contacts Shannon Howc 

For Sale, N:l[innal Rcgistcr- with Sh;tfer, Klinc Xr Warrcn, P.A., PO. Box 306, Macon MO 03552,  
listed, c;lrcfully restored, 2 story (816) 385-6#1 by Sept. 30, ]c)o(,. 
1 1  rrmm, 2.832 qq.  ft. house in 
hicloric R(lnno1s Mill  on the 

. b 2 i CONCORDIA, Osare  Rivcr. Tastefully . -- the 1872 Gothic Revival 
decorated and updated in- 
keeping w ~ ~ h  rhe A n s  and Crafts 

p' L o h o k n e r  Huusc. 7 10 
&*.+ . = - .a& Orangc St. 1s for sale. 

pmod. Yr\v l'um:lce, wiring + m . r . -  Only 2 owner> - the 
distncl w;lter. Private lot with L ~ h ~ ~ t C r i e r  f ; ~ ~ n i l y  01. 12 
rnaturu t r r c ~ ,  5hn1hs + garden. - P  - - 

I --.c- '7 Xr the German Hcr~tagc House features oririnal l i yh~  fixtures, wo{)dwork, h;~rcIu,~~od floors, 9' 
- Museum. Brick, 6 

ccirings, large cln.;ets, 3 - 4  bdrrns.. 2 hnths, fnmal  dining, l iv~ng - rooms and attic and hall. 
room wifireplace and built-iri bor~kshclver, Inrge kilchcn with butlers Frame additions contain more rooms, bath,  h a l l  + hack porch, 
pantry. ncw cnbiners. appliances; 10' x 30' scrccnccf-in back porch. partial bsn,8t,, gas well ,  walks ,  1992. 
Master "su~te" includes bedroom, sitting room <tarly. 6:1th, walk-in Public Kr h l E h  schc,ols, 
closet and screened porch. Asking S8'1.500. rall  Don Knollmeyer, 
Wilhcrs Rcnky, (5731 897-3214. Contact: Lloyd or Nyla Shepard, 614 Briarwood, 

Marshall, MO 65340. (816) 886-2629, 



(DEMOLITION, from Pa p  8 )  

funded, the center actually would 

replace the old courthouse. Local preser- 

vationists were unsuccessful in their 

last-minute attempts to convince the 

county's voters otherwise, and the bond - issue passed. 

On March 27, 1995, the county filed 
a plan with the U.S. Federa! Court. i.e., 

to situate the new justice center upon the 

site uf the historic courthouse. This 
action sounded the death knell for the 

historic Warren County Courthouqe. And 

so the demolition crew went to work on 

June 30. 1995. 

So how could the destruction of rhc 

\Vnrren County Courthouse have hap- 
pened? Many county rcsidcnts would cite 

a lack of puhlic awareness and education 

that rcsultcd in a complacent ci~izenry. 

Consequently, it  would seem essential to 

educate cornmuniries about the following 

issues: 

(a) the history, and the value of that 
history, of our public buildings and any 
other historic buildings in the cornmu- 

nity. 
Included in this education should bc 

inhrmation ahout the buildings' intrin- 

sic vnluc. identification of threats to 

the sites and preservation laws regard- 

ing them. Crcatinp awareness ahout 

what could happen and a sense of 

responsibility for thc resulting actions 

L rp .-, A<.++, 

lssues 
Missouri Deparhnent of Natural Resourced 
Historic Presetvation Program 
P.O. Box 176 
Jefferson City, MO 65 1112 

arc first vital steps. 
(b) the economic value of having build- 
ings properly maintained so that the 
financial issue of preservation is not 

onweighed by the sometimes attractive 
issue of modern replacement. 

Costs of preservation need to be bal- 

anced against specific returns that the 

investment will bring to the communi- 

ty (tourism, sense of pride) rather than 

hcing considered primarily emotion- 
:Illy. 

(c) the connection between preserva- 
tion desire and involvement. 

Being in favor of preservation is 

not enough. Preservationists and 

their supporters must learn about 
thc issues. the candidates, and 

what outcomes will result from the 

clcctclral process. 
(d) clarification of accountability for 
site protection. 

Since i t  is generally and erroneously 

believed that a listing on the National 

Register guarantees site protection, 

cducatinn about what that listing renl- 

Iy entails is crucial. Communities 

obviously can be significantly 

"involvt.d" only if thcy accept local 

responsibility for their historic build- 

ing5 and give up the idca that the 

national listing is an opportunity lo 

expect site-protection from an out- 

side agency. 

Preservation Issues is funded by a 
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Service, U.S. Department of the 
Interior. Grant awards do not imply 
an endorsement of contents by the 
grantor. Federal laws prohibit dis- 
crimination on the basis of race, 
religion, sex, age, handicap or eth- 
nicity. For more information, write 
to the Office of Equal Opportunity, 
U.S. Department of the Interior, 
Washington, DC 20240. 
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Thus, education and awareness about 

what could happen and accountability for 

the results are vital steps. Missourians 
who care about the preservation of their 

history should begin planning today for a 

local program that protects the buildings, 

structures and sites that are most impor- 

tant to them. It is never too early to plan. 

But, as the citizens of Warren County 
learned, i t  is sometimes too late. 

- Dorris Keev,ert 

Durris Keeven, a long-term residcnt of 

Warrenton, chaired the Committee to Save the 

Warren County Courthouse. 
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