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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The third an:l present Nodaway County Court House is a High Victorian Italianate style 
building v/it'i some Romanesque motifs and is the sole occupant of the Courthouse 
ccuere in Maryville, Missouri. Its plan is a rectangle, one-hundred eleven feet and 
six inches f'-om east to west, by seventy-six feet, from north to south. The main 
entrance is cantered in the west facade beneath a tower, and leads, via a ten foot 
wide corridor,, directly to a secondary entrance in the east facade. Cross stairways 
lead to th.2 second, or court room floor.

From the gra:!e line to the cornice the building's height is forty-six feet, and from 
the grade liie ;o the highest part of the tower, the height is one-hundred and forty 
feet. Thers is a nine foot deep basement under the entire structure. The foundation 
walls are fo.ir feet six inches thick and are made out of a native stone.

All facades :tro symmetrical and are organized into three major bays. With numerous 
subordinate .:!len'ents. The west, or entrance facade has projecting bays on either side 
flanking a recessed central bay into which a tower is set. Both the tower and a 
portico emphasize ths symmetry of the facade. The portico is fitted between the 
projecting side bays and it, too, has a three bay organization with its center bay 
projecting beyond the building line of the main side bays.

The organization of the east facade is identical to that opposite, except that the 
tower is replaced by a gabled wall dormer. The massing of the longer north and south 
facades is the reverse of the east and west, in that it is the central bay which 
projects br:-y;)nr! receedinq end bays. The center bay is further emphasized by increased 
height and tne addition of a gabled wall dormer which is supported above a slightly 
projected small central bay. This projection, in effect, divides the major central 
bay vertically Into a three part composition.

''all openings are rich in variation. Windows are usually paired in these openings, 
and sometimes triple. The first floor windows are double hung single-light sash 
surrounted by rectangular transoms. The second floor windows are similar to those at 
the first floor except the double or triple transoms are topped with segmental arches.

Ornamental stonework embellished the heads of well openings at the first and second 
floors, and at the first floor this stonework is continued in a horizontal band 
completely around the building at transom bar height. Horizontal stone bands are 
also used at transom bar height at the second story, but these bands are not as 
prominent because they are not molded as the window heads are and are interrupted by 
engaged pilasters.

The buildinc cornice is a massive design element consisting of a molded cornice above 
a frieze. Closely spaced brackets the height of the frieze give the composition a 
rich textur? of highlight and shadow, and an intaglio rosette fills each frieze panel 
defined by the brackets.

The main roof of the building is a truncated hip, and each projecting bay on the east 
and west facades is covered with a full hip roof subordinate to the main roof.
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SPECIFIC DATES 1881 BUILDER/ARCHITECT
R.K. Alien, builder   
Eckel & Mann, Architect

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Nodaway Courthouse is significant as one of Missouri's finest High Victorian 
Italianate -Eclectic Style courthouses, as the design of the prominent western 
Missouri Architectural firm of Eckel & Mann, and as the seat of local government for 
Nodaway County for 93 years.

The building presently under consideration is the third to serve as Nodaway County's 
county seat. The first was built in 1846 of logs while the second erected in 1855 
vyas of brief; construction. This courthouse served until 1881 when construction on 
the present brick building began. Work was completed in 1882, the contractor being R.K. 
Alien of fit. Joseph, Missouri. Alien also constructed the Union Railroad Station 'in 
St. Joseph. (IPth Century Tour; Souvenir; Past and Present; History; Maryville 
Illustrat_ed'

The architect was the firm of Eckel and Mann. Edmund J. Eckel (1845-1934) was a 
native of Alsace, France and a graduate of the Ecole des Beaux Arts, Paris. John 
Albury Bryan identified him as "the outstanding man in the history of the profession 
ir, the western section of the state" (Bryan: p. 50). Eckel arrived in St. Joseph 
in 1669, Joining the firm of Stigers and Boettner. Lewis Stigers, senior partner of 
the firm had designed Patee House (A National Historical Landmark). In 1872, Eckel 
became a partner in the firm. From 1888 to 1893, he was partners with George R. Mann. 
Luter partners included Walter Boschen, Will S. Aldrich and his son George R. Eckel. 
George Eckol had as partners Aldrich and Otto Brunner. The firm exists today, with 
'..'illifxim n runner, son of Otto as the Senior partner. Edmund Eckel was a member of the 
Western Association of Architects from 1885 to 1389 when that organization merged with 
the Arcericar Institute of Architects. He was made a fellow of the A.I.A. in 1889.

The courthouse itself is an outstanding Victorian era building of a type not common 
outside of Missouri's major cities. County Court records reveal that in its 98-year 
history few major exterior or interior changes have been made, a fact that further 
enhances its place in Missouri's architectural heritage. (County Court Records:
1390-1979, ? '-ooks 1-35).
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