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Morgan County Courthouse, located in the central square of the business district
of Versailles, Missouri, i1s a two story red brick interpretation of the Second
Empire Style. 1Its rectangular plan is capped by a truncated, shingle-faced,
hipped roof and is highlighted with projecting, pedimented pavilions to the
north and south, which enclose the building's main entrances, and four mansarded
corner pavilions of three stories each. These corner pavilions feature standing
seam tin roofs on their lower slopes and asphalt on their uppers. The building
measures approximately 85' along the north and south and 85' along the east and
west and rests on a foundation of coursed, quarry-faced limestone blocks.

The most arresting feature of the exterior of the courthouse is its aediculated
cupola with decorative details articulated in cast iron, molded tin and wood. It
is capped by a cloister vaulted dome faced with asphalt shingles. Below, the four
corner pavilions are adorned with projecting, flat-roofed dormers on each of their
outer faces.

The embellishment of the main body of the courthouse is confined to the articulation
in brick of corbeled courses below the cornices, and to pilasters and round and
segmental window arches. The brick voussoirs of these arches are highlighted with

white paint and visually stabilized by the addition of Timestone sills and keystones.

Galvanized gquttering, painted white, forms cornices above the first and second floor
levels.

The §1mp1y appointed interior of the courthouse contains the county offices (see
plan).

Aside from interior painting and refurbishing with carpeting, wall paneling and
acoustical tile, Morgan County Courthouse remains virtually unaltered and in
excellent condition. The exterior was recently sandblasted and tuckpointed, the
trim repainted, and the central portion of the building was given a new roof.

In addition, the summits of the chimneys were removed and the chimneys sealed
when central gas heating and air conditioning were installed at an unrecorded
date. More recently glass doors replaced the originals on the four cardinal
entrances.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Morgan County Courthouse is significant as the local seat of county government
which has stood for 90 years, a civic symbol to the local citizenry. In addition,
it 1s the finest architectural example in the small town of Versailles, Missouri
and in all of rural Morgan County.

From 1833 to 1835, before Versailles had been chosen as the permanent seat of
Morgan County's government, the farm of Mr. Josiah Walton, located 6 miles
southeast of town at a site known as Millville, served as the temporary county
seat (Schultz, p. 61). In 1835 Morgan County pioneers, Wyan and Hugh Galbraith,
donated 36 blocks of land, each 170' square, and plotted the town of Versailles.
The following year the county purchased a log house in the northeast corner of
the public square for use as the first courthouse (History of Cole, etc., pp.
423 and 412). 1In 1844 a small two-story building of Tocally made brick was
erected in the center of the public square, replacing the Tog building as the
ccurthouse. William Burch and Colonel Young of Jefferson City were {ts builders
(Versailles, Missouri, p. 2.).

In 1836-1887 Versailles was hit by two devastating fires and the brick courthouse
was destroyed (Versailles, Missouri, p. 3). In 1888 voters approved a $15,000
appropriation for the construction of a new courthouse in a special election.
This, with the $4,000 insurance payment from the building which burned, provided
the $19,000 required to construct the present building (History of Cole, etc.,

p. 413). By May 7, 1888 William Schrange, the architect and superintendant for
the construction of the new courthouse, submitted the plans and specifications

to the county court for its approval {Morgan County Court Records, May 7, 1888).
The actual construction was in charge of Hiram Griffith of Sedalia who was aided
by local carpenters and bricklayers. The bricks used in the courthouse were
manufactured by inmates of the Missouri State Penetentiary in Jefferson City. One
brick, beneath the south window of the recorder's office, is inscribed "J.L. Morrison,
Warden" bearing witness to this (Versailles Leader-Statesman, 1B),

The Morgan County Courthouse has always been a local center of activity for civic,
Tibrary, community and women's groups, and it is the only architectural example
approaching monumental style in the county. For many years, the offices of the
Versailles_Leader were located in the east basement and those of the Versailles
Statesman, its rival, in the west (History of Cole, etc., p. 413).
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