














farther west in Franklin County. Glencoe and Castlewood, just east of 
the current survey area on the Missouri Pacific 1 ine, were resorts for 
the we 11-to-do in the nineteenth century, and Glencoe served as a haven 
for St. Louisans during the Civil War, at least as depicted in Winston 
Churchill's novel, The Crisis. 

Suburbanization of the west county may be said to begin with the 
incorporation of Ellisville in 1932. More intensive development is of 
much more recent date. The construction of Chesterfield Ma 11 in the 
1970's was considered an adventurous action, located as it was so far 
west of most economic activity at the time. Today the 1 and around 
Ches terfi e 1 d Ma 11 is considered to be the most va 1uab1 e deve 1 opmen t 
property in the county. Similar development to the west can be no more 
than another decade away. 

6-8/2285G 
1988 



RECOMMENDATIONS 

St. Louis County is currently considering a reorganization plan 
which would incorporate all the remaining unincorporated land in the 
county. The west part of the county would generally be divided between 
the municipalities of Chesterfield, Ellisville, and Eureka, with most of 
the south bank of the Meramec going to Fenton. The advantage of 
conducting further inventories in conjunction with these boundaries would 
be that the data could be used by the municipal governments for planning 
and preservation purposes. Unfortunately, these boundaries do not 
correspond closely to natural division, nor do they mesh with the 
historical lines of development of the areas to be annexed. Further, the 
reorganization plan is at present only a proposal to be presented to the 
voters sometime in 1989, and there is a good chance that it will never be 
implemented in its present form. 

As a compromise, the following plan of work is proposed for fiscal 
1989 and continuing into 1990. 

1. Far west county, including everything west of Eatherton Road, which 
is designated as state route 109 and county route C. This would include 
all the least suburbanized parts of the county, including the environs of 
Bab 1 er and Greens fe 1 der Park and the Rockwoods tracts. It would a 1 so 
take in the original town of Eureka, thereby providing a data base that 
could be used to encourage preservation in that muni ci pa 1 i ty, which 
presently lacks either a preservation commission or an historical society. 

2. The remainder of the new city of Chesterfield. Incorporated only 
in 1988, Chesterfield has already appointed a historic commission. 
Chesterfield extends east Woods Mill Road (Missouri Route 141) and 
encompasses much area that is already heavily suburbanized, but it has a 
certain historic continuity in that it corresponds generally with the 
early Bonhomme settlement. Faust Park, a County-owned facility, is 
currently assembling a village of old buildings from this area, and an 
inventory would help to put that restoration in context. The eastern 
part of Chesterfield already has a start on a survey in the bicentennial 
publication, Heritage of the Creve Coeur Area, edited by Gloria Dalton. 
ftllother useful resource will be the photographs which John Wickersham of 
Maryville College made a decade ago in anticipation of the current 
onslaught of development. 

3. Ellisville and environs. This would include the proposed expansion 
of Ellisville to the west and south, including the crossroads settlement 
of Grover and the whistle-stop communities of Glencoe and Jedburg. Funds 
permitting the survey could be extended east to the city limits of Valley 
Park, which would include the southern hinterland of Ballwin and 
Manchester. A few sites in these areas have already been identified in 
previous county publications, but more needs to be done. Ellisville has 
published two books focusing on the community and its history: Ellisville 
Horizons, 1976, and Golden Anniversary of Ellisville, 1983. These 
contain some information on surviving historic sites. 

4. The south bank of the Meramec River. This would extend from the 
old city of Fenton, founded before 1820, west to Crescent. Included in 



this large area are five county parks, the Washington University Research 
Center, and the Beaumont Boy Scout Reservation, but also included are the 
many old roads running south into Jefferson County that have never been 
inventoried by the county. 

One other recommendation seems appropriate at this point. 
Representatives of many of the old families are still to be found in this 
area, some of them still on the old family property. In another 
generation this will not be true. The wealth of family history from 
these sources needs to be collected now, while it is still available. 
This is usually the work of the local historical society, but no local 
society is currently active in this area. One possible vehicle for this 
effort is the Old Trails Historical Society, which has been active 
primarily in Manchester and Ballwin, but which has members and some 
collections relating to territory farther west. 
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ST. LOUIS COUNTY WEST 
Inventory of Historic Buildings 

I. Deep Springs Farm, Ramada Inn 
2. William Koch House 
3. Farmers Bank of Chesterfield 
4. Tyler House, Eatherton House 
5. Hardt Farm 
6. Engler- Froese! House 
7. Hardy- Purdy House 
8. McDaniel -Steffan House 
9. Kern Service Station 

10. Pond Hotel 
II. Kreienkamp's Store 
12. Hoppenberg- Fick Store 
13. Ossenfort Farm 
14. Jaeger Farm 
15. "Overbrook", Frederick W. Steines Farm 
16. Edward Rieger Farm 
17. Bernard- Rieger Farm 
18. Godfrey Chapel, Church of the Ascension 
19. Louisa Sander House 
20. Stevens-Coleman House 
21. Orr- Broemmelsick House 
22. James J. Col I ins House 
23. Eatherton Cottage 
24. Old Bethel Methodist Church 
25. Clarkson-Schmitz Farm 
26. Heinemann- Graeler Farm 
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Al lenton Six Flags Road 
16651 Chesterfield Airport Road 
16676- 78 Chesterfield Airport Road 
Laurey Lane near Wild Horse Creek Road 
18721 Highway T 
2453 Kehrs Mill Road 
2460 Kehrs Mill Road at Clarkson Road 
120 Long Road 
17300 Manchester Road 
17301 Manchester Road 
19160 Melrose Road 
526 Old Eai'herton Road 
I 139 Ossenfort Farm 
I 160 or 1161 Ossenfort Road 
1333 Pond Road 
18405 Rieger Road 
18520 Rieger Road 
230 Santa Maria Drive 
17 I 07 W i Id Horse Creek Road 
17917 Wi Id Horse Creek Road 
18060 Wild Horse Creek Road 
18061 Wi Id Horse Creek Road 
18332 Wild Horse Creek Road 
25000 Wild Horse Creek Road 
1825 Wi Ison Road 
2153 Wilson Road 
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