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1. Name of Property

Historic name Locust Street Automotive District, Boundary Increase ||

Other names/site number N/A

Name of related Multiple Property Listing Historic Auto Related Resources of St. Louis Independent City

2. Location
Street & number 2722 through 2900 Locust Street, 2727 through 2801 Locust Street N/A | not for publication
City ortown St. Louis N/A vicinity

State Missouri Code MO County St. Louis (Independent City) Code 510 Zipcode 63103

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this _X_nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property _ X meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:

___national ___ statewide X _local

Applicable National Register Criteria: X A _ B X C _ D
vl m. @)/mwé 07//5//@

Signature of certifying official/Title Toni M. Prawl, Ph.D., Deputy SHPO /Date /

Missouri Department of Natural Resources
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property ___ meets ___ does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting official Date

Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

4. National Park Service Certification
| hereby certify that this property is:

entered in the National Register determined eligible for the National Register

determined not eligible for the National Register removed from the National Register

other (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
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St. Louis (Independent City), MO
County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.) (Check only one box.)

X | Private building(s)
public — Local X | district
public — State site
public - Federal structure

object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

10 0 buildings
sites
3 2 structures
objects
13 2 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

COMMERCE/TRADE/specialty store

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

COMMERCE/TRADE/business

COMMERCE/TRADE/specialty store

COMMERCE/TRADE/warehouse

TRANSPORTATION/road-related
(vehicular)

COMMERCE/TRADE/warehouse

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

LATE 19™" AND 20™ CENTURY
REVIVALS/Classical Revival

LATE 197 AND 20" CENTURY
REVIVALS/Mission/Spanish Colonial
Revival

LATE 19™ AND 20™ CENTURY
REVIVALS/Tudor Revival

LATE 19'" AND 20" AMERICAN
MOVEMENTS

OTHER/One -Part Commercial Block

OTHER/Two-Part Commercial Block

X

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION ON CONTINUTATION PAGES

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.)

foundation: STONE/limestone, CONCRETE

walls: BRICK

STUCCO, TERRA COTTA

roof: ASPHALT, TERRA COTTA
other: TERRA COTTA
STONE/limestone
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National
Register listing.) COMMERCE
A Property is associated with events that have made a ARCHITECTURE
X significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

Period of Significance
B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

1911-1955
C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
X of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high Significant Dates
artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 1911

individual distinction.

I:l D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information

important in prehistory or history. Significant Person

(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)
Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) N/A
Property is: Cultural Affiliation
N/A

A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes. Architect/Builder

McMahon, William P.-Architect

B removed from its original location.

Bradshaw, Preston J. Architect
McDonald, C. L.-Architect

C a birthplace or grave.

D acemetery. Cornet, Francis C.-Architect

Bloom, Bernum-Architect

Ditenhafer, John A.-Builder
F acommemorative property. Harting, W. C.-Builder

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance Nagel, H. F.-Builder
within the past 50 years. Hess. E. J. —Builder

X'| STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ON CONTINUTATION PAGES Amzi-Rity & Building-Builder

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:

~ x_preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been ~ x_State Historic Preservation Office
requested) _____ Other State agency

____previously listed in the National Register ~ Federal agency

____ previously determined eligible by the National Register ____Local government

___designated a National Historic Landmark _University

_____recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # Other

~ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # Name of repository:

recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned):

10. Geographical Data
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Acreage of Property 5.2

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates  (On continuation sheet)
Datum if other than WGS84:
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)

1 38.635051 -90.220574 3  38.635093 -90.218406
Latitude: Longitude: Latitude: Longitude:

2 38.635491 -90.220423 4 38.635520 -90.218245
Latitude: Longitude: Latitude: Longitude:

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

NAD 1927 or NAD 1983
1 3
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2 4
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description  (On continuation sheet)
Boundary Justification  (On continuation sheet)

11. Form Prepared By

namef/titte Ruth Keenoy, Karen Bode Baxter, Tim Maloney, and Larry McEvoy

organization Karen Bode Baxter, Preservation Specialist date June 30, 2016
street & number 5811 Delor St. telephone 314-353-0593

city or town St. Louis state MO zip code 63109
e-mail Karen@bodebaxter.com

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
* Maps:
0 A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
o A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all
photographs to this map.
» Continuation Sheets
e Photographs
» Owner Name and Contact Information
e Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or
determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic
Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement : Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing instructions, gathering and
maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance
Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.

Photographs

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels (minimum), 3000x2000 preferred,
at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that
number must correspond to the photograph number on the photo log. For simplicity, the name of the photographer, photo date,
etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every photograph.



United States Department of the Interior National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
Locust Street Automotive District, Bl Il St. Louis (Independent City), MO
Name of Property County and State

Photo Log:

Name of Property:  Locust Street Automotive District Boundary Increase Il

City or Vicinity: St. Louis

County: _St. Louis (Independent City) State: MO

Photographer: Sheila Findall

Date

Photographed: April 2015, July 2015, December 2015

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera:

#1 of 11: Looking southwest at the 2700 block of Locust St. from mid block

#2 of 11: Looking northwest at the 2700 block of Locust St. from mid block

#3 of 11: Looking north at 2741 Locust St.

#4 of 11: Looking southeast at 2736-46 Locust St.

#5 of 11: Looking northwest down the south alley of the 2800 block of Locust St. from the east end
#6 of 11: Looking southwest at the 2800 block of Locust St. from the east end

#7 of 11: Looking southeast at 2814 Locust St. and lot to its south

#8 of 11: Looking southeast at 2818 and 2820-24 Locust St.

#9 of 11: Looking southeast at the 2800 block of Locust St. from the west end

#10 of 11: Looking southeast at the rear portion of 2840 Locust St. from T.E. Huntley Ave.
#11 of 11: Looking southwest at the lot in the 2900 block of Locust St.

Figure Log:

Include figures on continuation pages at the end of the nomination.

Table 1: Properties within the proposed boundary expansion area

Table 2: Architects and builders, Locust Street Boundary Increase area

Figure 1: Locust Street Automotive District Boundary Increase Il Map

Figure 2: 1875 Bird’s Eye View (Dry & Compton, Sheet 75) — note dense residential development along Locust Street

Figure 3: Locust Street, 1909 (Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, Volume 2, Sheet 29). Note that most of the buildings in this area were
residential properties at that time.

Figure 4: Locust Street, 1932 (Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, Volume 2, Sheet 30). Locust Street began to take shape as an
automobile row in the 1910’s. This map from the early 1930’s illustrates the transition of the 2900 block for that use.

Figure 5: This article from Chilton’s Motar Age (7 July 1921), entitled “From ‘Little Acorns’ — Big Business; Stepping from
Curbstone to Modern Sales and Service Buildings History of May Dealers,” illustrates the transition of automobile dealerships from
makeshift means to elegant buildings designed to showcase cars.

Figure 6: 2736-46 Locust Street is the second home of Autocar Sales and Services within the boundary expansion area,
constructed in 1922.

Figure 7: 2840 Locust Street was used by Universal Tire Company until 1943, when the building was converted for use by Kusel
Electric Company.

Figure 8: 2814 Locust Street, Cole-Arbrogast Auto Company, view is southeast. The building is an early and good example of an
automobile dealership on Locust Street.

Figure 9: 2818 Locust Street retains on original garage that provides access to the parking lot and street. Also intact are
fenestrations of the original showroom windows (partially filled) on the facade.

Figure 10: 2820-24 Locust Street is an excellent example of a Spanish Revival style automobile dealership.

Figure 11: 2745 Locust Street was the first building occupied by Autocar Sales and Services within the boundary expansion area.
The building was designed by Preston J. Bradshaw and constructed in 1917.

Figure 12: Locust Street Automotive District Map

Figure 13: Locust Street Automotive District Boundary Increase 1l Photo Map

Figure 14: Google Contextual Map

Figure 15: Google Map for Latitude and Longitude Coordinates



NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-001
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Locust Street Automotive District Boundary Increase I

. . . . Name of Property
National Register of Historic Places St. Louis [Independent City], MO

Continuation Sheet County and State

Historic Auto-Related Resources of St. Louis, MO
Section number 7 Page 1 Name of multiple listing (if applicable)
SUMMARY

The Locust Street Automotive District Boundary km&se Il extends the original National
Register listingNR listed 9/15/05) to the east, as Boundary Inaeé&xtended it to the west
(SeeFigure 12), so that the district now incorporates all of tamaining properties along Locust
Street that were originally associated with St.isbearly automobile row. Boundary Increase |l
(SeeFigure 1) includes 18 properties (10 buildings and 6 Iths) extend from 2900 Locust
Street on the west, east to 2722 Locust Streehgoilly on the south side of the street, except for
four buildings near Leffingwell (2727 to 2801-05dwust Street). Ten buildings are commercial
storefronts considered contributing to the histdigtrict and two more are already listed
individually in the National Register; they werelbbetween 1911 and 1947. Five of the six lots
are paved parking lots with three of the parkirtg lmeing contributing resources (structures)
since they were utilized by the area’s automotiwsifiesses during the period of significance and
in use by 1949, but the period of significance edtefrom 1911 to 1955 as that was defined in
the original district. Except for two small semigarages (2727 and 2741 Locust Street) at the
east end of the district, which are recessed inatiseto provide drives to the overhead doors on
the facades, the buildings all abut the publicwalks with large display window openings along
Locust Street. While some also have overhead galagieopenings on the street elevations, all
at least have garage door openings accessed feoalldly. All of the buildings are representative
of either automotive distributorships, or autometdealerships and retail businesses, or service
stations as property types defined in the histooiatext, “Marketing and Servicing the
Automobile,” of the Multiple Property Documentati&orm (MPDF) for the “Historic Auto-
Related Resources of St. Louis [Independent Qitg),” All of the contributing resources meet
the registration requirements of the MPDF.

SETTING

The district is less than two miles directly westlowntown St. Louis in an area that has been
historically associated with warehouse and comrakbuiildings. To the north, south, and east of
the proposed boundary increase, the streetscapgestds historic integrity, with open lots from
demolitions and significant alterations to manyt@ buildings, which provides a sharp contrast
between the intact historic building stock withive tentire historic district (including this
proposed extension) and especially in those ateag &ocust Street that are outside of the
district. Beyond the eastern boundary of the predaxpansion in the 1.5 blocks east to
Jefferson Avenue (a major arterial divider), tharelater of the street changes as well with no
known historic automotive buildings. Like the buiidgs within the original district and Boundary
Increase |, the buildings in Boundary Increasedl@incipally one- and two-story brick
commercial storefronts and like elsewhere in tistridt, larger buildings are located at the
corners (Leffingwell in this case), including thee-story More Automobile Company Building

at 2801-2805 Locust Street (NR listed 12/03/08) twedarge buildings on the east side of that
intersection both constructed for the Autocar Sates Service Company (the 1922 building is at
2736-46 Locust Street and the 1917 building is7d52 ocust Street and is NR listed 6/26/06).
Like elsewhere in the original district when it wa@minated to the National Register in 2005,
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buildings within Boundary Increase Il had been aetd for many years although they were well
built initially, but in the intervening years sintfee first portion of the district was listed, ttveo
National Register listed buildings both utilizedtioric tax credits to fund the rehabilitation of
their buildings, removing metal panels coveringehére facade of the More Automobile
Company Building and unblocking the windows, erstrend display windows of the Autocar
Sales and Service Company Building—this drastidatigroved the visual historic character of
the entire area east of the original historic disand provided the opportunity to increase the
boundaries of the historic district. Many of theléings in Boundary Increase I, like the original
district and the first boundary increase, wereglesil by architects and they all retain their most
distinctive, character-defining features as idédiin the MPDF, including: original fenestration
patterns, storefront display window and entry dogoenings, a variety of masonry details
(including a large number with terra cotta embbkhients), and auto-related features (most
notably garage doors and open floorplates but sdiszehave auto freight elevators and many
retain their showroom floors and the skylightshia service bays). While many of the display
windows have been boarded over for security, taeseosmetic alterations, not structural
changes and the massing that separates the staréisplay windows and street level entries
from the upper levels and parapet details is rethikspecially in this section of the old
automobile row, the facades utilized elaborateateatta detailing to reference Classical Revival
stylistic features, but tweaked with animal moéifsl flying tires, and others clearly reference
other revival styles, such as the Mission facad#880-24 Locust Street. With the inclusion of
Boundary Increase I, the entire expanse of thargx@utomobile row along Locust Street in that
mile section west between Jefferson and Grandnwill be recognized and included in the
National Register of Historic Places.

While commercial development extends in all diraesi, the Locust Street Automotive District
incorporates the most densely developed sectiomwiéhdhe inclusion of Boundary Increase |l,

it will encompass the remaining sections that retiaeir historic integrity and automotive-related
buildings. While the development in the area wagimally residential in nature, and Locust
Street extended west from the non-extant LucaseRprivate residential subdivision that
extended east to {6Street), residential buildings were rapidly repigevith commercial

buildings after 1911, especially within Boundargrease Il where eight of the buildings were
finished by 1920, eradicating the residential matfrLocust Street. Both Washington and Olive
had streetcar lines by this time, making it diffido navigate with automobiles, but Locust
Street did not, one of the reasons that the autdenbbsinesses concentrated along Locust
Street. The entire stretch of Locust Street froffi $fteet to Grand would be known for its
automotive businesses, but it was always sepanati@tivo distinct sections, with the one east of
Jefferson known for its large automotive distribgtops and the one beginning about two blocks
west of Jefferson (because of the massive Colis#uhe corner of Jefferson) known primarily
for its smaller dealerships and other auto-relag¢ail businesses. Washington and Olive were
also transformed by commercial and warehouse Imgj&dprior to the Great Depression but lost
many of their historic building edifices when thadeeets were widened in the 1920s as part of
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the city’s boulevard system, but there are stitheasolated buildings (primarily service garages)
along both of those streets which were also assatigith the early automotive development in
St. Louis. Locust Street ends one block east ah@®”venue (which is three blocks from the
western boundary of the Locust Street Automotivetiit), an area that is now the Midtown
Historic District (NR listed 7/7/78), which includ@umerous fine arts attractions, including the
Fox Theatre and Powell Symphony Hall.

To the east of Boundary Increase Il, there areelafgen lots that originally housed commercial
buildings and beyond these lots, the buildingsnateassociated with automotive developments,
including such notable historic buildings as thglhWheatley YWCA Building and the
Beaumont Telephone Exchange Building (NR listed®8) and the Schwab Clothing Company
Building (2647 Locust Street). To the north, in #8900 block of Locust Street, there are also
empty lots, as well as 3 buildings that seem teeheaetrievably lost their historic integrity even
though they may have had associations with thg aatbmotive history. As such, most of the
historic buildings outside of the original distrendd this boundary increase are not associated
with the development of automobile row, or theyéndost their historic integrity, or they have
been demolished. There is a visual separation leetwee buildings with the original district
(and its two boundary increases) and the surrogralieas as the streetscape changes, with
different building types and numerous open lots Imaicwhich no longer retains its historic
commercial character from the period when the coroialearea developed and when the area
focused on automotive sales and service.

GENERAL FEATURES OF THE DISTRICT

The buildings in Boundary Increase Il are primaahe- and two-story commercial buildings, but
there is one five-story distributorship buildin@d(.-05 Locust Street, More Automobile
Company Building). The open lots represent the reahof non-auto related buildings, three of
which were removed during the period of significaf the district to make room for the
parking lots that became an important amenity @&ittomotive businesses, and in fact, the one at
2802-04 Locust Street was specifically identifindhe city directories as the parking lot for the
Fred Campbell Auto Supply Company next door. AlldE the buildings are contributing to the
historic district and, with the exception of the MAutomobile Company Building, were
designed as small dealerships or commercial bgdio house small automotive related retalil
businesses or as service garages. Several of #melajg housed non-automotive business
buildings that survived into the timeframe of trevelopment of automobile row, most notably
the hotel building at 2800 Locust Street and whiatihsurance maps and city directories
identified originally as the Washington Univerdlitgw School and later as the Thomas Dunn
Boys Hotel at 2900 Locust Street, but both woulddve down in the latter part of the twentieth
century.

When the buildings were no longer used for thermotale showrooms and retail businesses, the
character of the commercial district changed &sdliupon hard times, and many of the display
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windows, and in some cases, the upper level windase blocked up to provide security with
the decreased foot traffic in the neighborhood. il®vinose alterations impact the historic
integrity of individual buildings, the embellishntsron the masonry facades and the stylistic
details remain intact on all of the buildings. Adpwith the consistency of the setbacks, even
with such alterations, the buildings provide a aistontinuity to the streetscape that continues to
distinguish it as part of St. Louis’ early autonlelriow.

Like elsewhere in the historic district, architedesigned the storefronts of these buildings in the
revival styles popular at the time, especially@assical Revival style, but there are also
examples that utilize Tudor Revival and Missioristie details—all designed to create an aura
of stylishness as they were trying to market a pesduct, the automobile. Especially true for the
use of the Classical Revival style, the buildingsewdesigned to evoke a sense of permanence,
stability, and stylishness for their businesseslaiped associate the ownership of an
automobile with a more affluent lifestyle. Whilee buildings in form were really simple
commercial storefronts, modified slightly to accoodate automobiles, the embellishments were
an important component in distinguishing these motive buildings and creating the aura of
success for the automobile row.

Although historic districts are generally more cemzd with the exterior features of the
streetscape elevations on their buildings, becatidee nature of this historic district and its
association with the sales and service of autorasprhost of these buildings retain distinctive
features specifically suited to automotive busiaesboth on the exterior and interior. Besides
large display windows, that often extend nearlth® sidewalk, to better showcase automobiles,
the garage door openings both of the facade amei®zations help identify these as automotive
service buildings. Some of the smaller commeraiglidiings even have ramps or sloped floors
for entry from the rear garage door and to aidéaming the concrete floors in the service bays
and in Boundary Increase Il some of these actwethin their original doors, a rarity given the
use and abuse these doors undergo, but even \ileetledrs are missing, they retain the physical
evidence of these oversized door openings andnre siases their mechanisms (sliding tracks)
for operating these doors originally. Buildingattiare more than one-story in height also
generally had at least one automobile sized fraggtator to allow the use of the upper level(s)
for storage or repairs, such as those associattd®45 and 2801 Locust Street. Showrooms at
the fronts of the dealerships are usually readiéntifiable by a distinctive ceramic tile floor
while the service and storage areas were usualydmncrete floors, and even if the walls
separating the two sections have been removedjgtiection is still evident in the floors. These
features help distinguish this as an automotiveidigather than a simple commercial
warehouse district.
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ALTERATIONS AND INTEGRITY ISSUES

The boundary increase has lost several buildingd@six lots within its borders, but three of
these (2802, 2816, 2846) were actually convertgrhtking lots for the use of the automotive
businesses during the period of significance ofdik&ict (and thus contributing sites in the
district’'s nomination) and two of these parkingslare prominently positioned on corner lots
(since the one at 2802-04 was actually expandéetthode the noncontributing parking lot at
2800). There is one other narrow lot (2826) nedtleiveen buildings, which is not included in
the resource count because it is a noncontribsiteghat previously had a non-automotive
building on the property. Only the large lot a ttorner of 2900 Locust Street creates a large
non-contributing void in the streetscape, but tualty only represents the demolition of one
building. Generally, like the original distri@pundary Increase Il (séggure 1) retains the
density of construction that always characterizeddid automobile row. Although the district
had been badly neglected for many years aftesitite commercial vitality associated with the
automotive business, most of the actual buildieggin a high degree of historic integrity. Some
of the storefront windows have been boarded overesihey are currently being used for
warehousing purposes, but since 2005 when thenatidistrict was listed in the National
Register, two of the major buildings in the hedrBoundary Increase Il actually were
rehabilitated uncovering and reopening their mldtgisplay windows, both on Locust Street
and along Leffingwell, which drastically transfordhthe streetscape image. While some of the
others are still boarded over, most of the buildiage in fair condition, despite their age and
deferred maintenance, but the interiors have sdfdue to changes in occupancy. Even so,
none of the buildings are noncontributing basechuggistration requirements outlined in the
MPDF.

Security and business activity has increased dsaleglg Locust Street, in part due to the
number of successful historic tax credit projebts have occurred since the district was listed in
the National Register, which were carefully exedutefollow the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for Rehabilitation of Historic BuildingBecause of the success of these historic
rehabilitation projects, new businesses and prgmevhers have been encouraged to acquire
several properties within Boundary Increase lhia hopes of being able to utilize historic tax
credits on their building renovations and othesgrg businesses in the boundary increase area
are hoping they can utilize the credits to executeh needed renovations of their buildings as
well. All of these renovations are changing tharelter of the business community and the
vibrancy of the streetscape, but more importaittlyas led to numerous renovations that have
resulted in much needed maintenance and the pegsemof a number of these buildings,
improving the visual appearance on the streetsaage¢he integrity of the district. In recognition
of the impact of the listing in the National Regishas had on Locust Street, like the other
portions of the district, Boundary Increase |l &rig funded by the property owners, in particular
one developer who recognizes it is instrumentalisnefforts to revitalize this commercial area.
While the most obvious threats to the districtrfmre than a half century have been neglect
(which is now changing because of renovationsierand vandalism, all of this is now
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changing because of the ongoing renovations that tesulted because of the National Register
designation.

INDIVIDUAL BUILDING DESCRIPTIONS

The earliest historic business associated withaihi&ding is listed below the address as the
historic name for the building. This is followeglthe date of construction, the architect’s name,
and the contractor/builder’s name. See Sectiorr 8fore detailed historical information on

each building.

2722-2734 Locust Street Photo #1 Contributing
Commercial Block 1928 unknown unknown

This one story, flat roofed, L-shaped commercialdig has a glazed terra cotta facade that is
divided into six nearly identical bays, with theagbpaneled overhead garage door located in the
east bay. Spanning the facade is a terra caifagbing cornice that forms the top of a terra
cotta entablature detail below the top of the petrapach of the bay openings has a keystone
lintel course and window surround. There is a topfmonitor in the west end of the building

and additional garage door openings (that are wilyrblocked in) on the rear of the building.
Although the bay openings have not been altereddigplay windows and transoms have been
replaced with more modern commercial aluminum framneits.

2727 Locust Street Photo #2 Contributing
General Brake Service Corporation c¢. 1920  William PMcMahon John A. Ditenhafer
This flat roofed, one story, red brick garage huigds slightly recessed from the street and has
parapet walls with a simple terra cotta cap on leéhnarrow facade and along the east side.
There is a single overhead garage door with aesotdiurse lintel on the facade with a soldier
course of brick forming a frieze effect above tlo@idand a large glass block window on the east
side. The glass block may be a later replacementhle front section was actually a 1941
addition, so the glass block could be original #relwindow opening still retains its original
brick sill. The front section is taller than theganal building attached behind this addition. The
original 1920 building is also a one-story red bteilding and has 3 overhead garage door bays
with soldier course lintels facing east into thekpeg area and a clipped corner at the alley,
apparently designed to ease access by trucksranfeom the alley. The garage doors appear to
be more recent replacements but could all date frt®441 since they are older coil steel doors,
but the openings are the original size and finish.

2736-2746 Locust Street Photo #4 Contributing
Autocar Sales and Service Co. () 1922 unknown unknown

This one story, red-brown brick, flat roofed commakbuilding utilizes soldier courses of brick
directly below the terra cotta parapet cap, asdirmoous lintel, and as a continuous sill course at
the base of the display windows (which are nedrtyrade along the west street facade—a
feature of automotive dealership buildings of #ria to better display the automobiles). Vertical
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columns of header brick define the edges of eatheoprojecting piers that separate the each of
the bays with a shallow pointed terra cotta capach of these broad piers, extending above the
parapet. There are five large bays on the northd@a@nd six narrower bays on the west
elevation, facing Leffingwell. On the north facatiee eastern two bays have industrial steel
windows while the center bay is the main entry dayr (with a recessed frieze panel used for
signage above) that is centered between two disglagows, all spanned by wood-framed
transoms and a parapet that is slightly taller. Whlows in these three bays are slightly higher
than the remaining display windows on this elevatiorhe two western bays have similar wood
framed transoms and display windows. The Leffingelevation has two additional display
windows next to the corner followed by a narrow baat is split into narrow service doors and
multipaned wood sashed windows, all with tall npdtied wood transoms. The next bay has a
narrow overhead door with a glass block cleresatmyve and the next bay has a similar
clerestory above a large glass block window. The hay is narrow with a similar clerestory
above a simple man door and the southernmost btye alley has another large glass block
window. It appears the glass block is a lateraegent within original masonry openings, since
this is the same treatment on the alley window open generally two windows per bay, all with
brick sills. Some of the display windows have replaent aluminum framed windows, but the
building retains a number of original wood frameghsoms and sashed windows as well as two
facade bays of industrial steel windows. The bogdalso retains its original massive brick
incinerator chimney near the west elevation.

2741 Locust Street Photos #2 and 3 Contributing
Panyard Piston Ring Co. c. 1919 C. L. McDonald WC. Harting

The painted brick facade of this one story, flatfeadl commercial garage has detailing that
references a temple-front design with three baytheriacade separated by brick piers that
terminate above the parapet with flat, projectmg)ded capitals and the center piers are taller
since they flank the large garage door entry thatahgabled parapet and recessed brick frieze
above. The outer two bays have recessed rectargidhrfriezes above the display windows
with a soldier brick course spanning the entireaf;as a continuous lintel. The western bay has
a deeply recessed doorway and the display windghednnto this recess with a brick bulkhead.
It appears the eastern bay had a similar recesggdgiven the brick bulkhead, but it has been
infilled, as have the display windows. At the ba€khe building, there is a deeply recessed
garage door opening and the brick walls in theegastost bay and the east wall facing the drive
as well as the alley has highly placed 16-lighustdal steel windows on a simple red brick
walls and there is a loading bay opening in thetevamost bay at the alley.
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2745 Locust Street Photo #2 NR listed/Contributing
Autocar Sales and Service Co. 1917 Preston J. Brddswy unknown

This two-story, brown brick, automotive showroorilizes classical revival details on this

corner commercial building. Along Locust Streétass two display window bays flanking the
central entrance bay and along Leffingwell, thetvedsvation has 8 bays and continues the
facade detailing with brick pilasters providing thisual delineation between the bays. There is a
smooth limestone watertable that forms the baskeoflisplay windows and the pilasters. The
wood framed display windows and entry doors aremereplacements certified building
rehabilitation project and the pilasters on eitide of the entry bay have decorative terra cotta
capital with a terra cotta sign panel spanningcér@er of the second floor to heighten the
appearance of the entry. Slightly projecting, cmndius terra cotta belt courses distinguish both
the first and second floors, acting as lintels #redsecond floor windows are wood sashed
windows with multipaned upper sashes flanked byud#ive brick frieze panels. A continuous
projecting limestone beltcourse forms the secooarflvindow sills and there is a limestone
cornice with modillions at the base of the paraget®fline, with a series of projecting brick
panels adding texture to the parapet, which is edpyith a stretcher row of brick. The fifth and
sixth bays along Leffingwell retain the two largeargge door openings, although one has been
infilled with a glass window wall gridded to simtgaa garage door and the other has a coil steel
overhead door mounted on the outside wall.

2800 Locust Street Photo #5 and 6 Non-Contributim
Parking Lot €. 1969  unknown unknown

The building (an old hotel) on this lot was demiodid in 1962 and by 1969 this was paved as a
narrow parking lot continuous with the adjacenkpay lot (2802-2804 Locust Street). The
property is considered a non-contributing structiue to the removal of the building after the
period of significance.

2801-2805 Locust Street Photo #2 NR listed/Conttuiting
More Automobile Company 1920 Francis C. Cornet  unkown

This four story (plus basement), red brick curtaaill, concrete framed, flat roofed, corner
commercial building utilizes Classical Revival fea@s in it symmetrical design and limestone
pilasters visually supporting the limestone entab&aspanning above the display window bays
(7 along Leffingwell and 5 along Locust Street)iwiithe center bay on Locust Street being split
into two entries separated by a secondary limegtdaster strip. The entry doors have been
altered and the display window glass replacedthmyt all retain their original multipaned
transoms that have arched tops on each of the papes. Below the display windows are
limestone bulkheads. Both street elevations alsoréhe original wood eight-over two pivot
windows on the upper levels with simple stone sflla the west elevation the building retains
the original paired sashed window openings althabghwindows have been replaced and a
new, metal fire escape stairs extends from thergkfioor down to the parking lot along this
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wall. One of the two overhead garage door openamgihis elevation has been covered into a
canopied entry for the lofts that now occupy thperdevels. The alley windows are similar to
the upper level facade windows and has a basemsezitdarage door and ramp at each end of
the elevation.

2802-2804 Locust Street Photos #5 and 6 Contribng
Fred Campbell Parking Lot €. 1941  unknown unknown

The two houses on these lots were demolished f@rib®41 by when this property was identified
in city directories as the parking lot for Fred Gdoall Auto Supply. As an intact structure used
for an automotive business during the period afiicance, it is considered a contributing in the
historic district. It is an asphalt paved lot sumded by chain link fencing.

2806-2812 Locust Street Photos #5 and 6 Contriting
McQuay-Norris Manufacturing Co. 1914-15 unknown H.F. Nagel

The building on the property at 2808 Locust Stvegs$ built in 1914 and one year later, in 1915,
the building as expanded with another storefrodieddat 2806, opening up the entire second
floor interior as one continuous space. The emiiéding is only two stories (flat roofed) at the
front bay; most of the building, to the alley isiagle story. The brown brick facade has an
elaborate, Neoclassical treatment detailed in whltezed terra cotta, starting with the parapet
cap above the projecting cornice with dentil moddihat is supported by a series of brackets
with what appears to be a cow’s head as suppBesyeen each of these stylized terra cotta
brackets is a small decorative frieze. The facadbvided into four bays with the first floor
display window (or entry) opening and the secoondrflwindow opening framed by terra cotta
roping and quoining. Between the first and sedtoat, round terra cotta medallions feature a
relief of a heraldic shield. The openings on bbihfirst and second floor are currently infilled
with wood and it is not clear whether the windowss still intact behind these boards, but the
openings are not altered. Across the base of tfaléais a limestone bulkhead watertable which
indicates that the central bay has always beemtie entry, which is currently recessed slightly
with a step up to the doorway. The narrow 2806i@eds distinguished by its third floor with a
shallow side gabled roof stepped back from thegteoy facade that is continuous with the
original 2808 two-story building facade. This thetery section has large paired window
openings on the third floor level of the north amdboth second and third floor of its south
(back) elevation. The 2806 section has a seriesviosth skylights in the one story section that
are clearly visible above the east elevation Wdile rear wall of the entire building, at the alley,
still has a series of garage door openings. Detigtéoss of the windows and display windows,
the building retains such a profusion of terraaditailing (and its original openings), and as
such it is still contributing to the district.
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2814 Locust Street Photo #7 Contributing
Cole Arbrogast Auto Company 1914 unknown H. F. Nade

The front bay and facade of this commercial bugdwas a side gabled roof with a wide eave
supported by wood brackets between the end pardpistéaced with yellow brick accented with
brown bricks and has terra cotta roping surroumdsral the nine sets of second floor paired,
four-light casement windows that have terra coitaged tires above in an entablature-like
detail. Each window is also individually framed dgcalloped terra cotta surround. The windows
have a continuous projecting terra cotta sill vaitberies of decorative frieze panels below
alternating a stylized tortoise with what lookseli& dragon. Each end of the facade, flanking the
windows is a terra cotta pilaster strip with roplgiag with a heraldic shield as the capital. A
scalloped terra cotta surround frames the firgirfilisplay window and entry, which is slightly
recessed in the westernmost bay. The display wirgfiams the remainder of the facade and
seems to retain its original metal frame, extendiegrly to sidewalk with only a shallow stone
ledge below the display window. The entry doahis original full-light wood door. Behind this
first bay, the building transitions to a singlergtaed brick building with a stepped, clay tile
parapet cap getting lower as it nears the alletherwest elevation; it has a man door along the
west side into the adjacent parking lot. The adlieywation has two large window openings
(currently blocked in) flanking the central overtiegrage door.

2816 Locust Street Photo #7 Contributing
Parking Lot 1938 unknown unknown

The 1938 permit to wreck the building on this Itstoaspecifically identified the resulting lot as a
parking lot for 2814 Locust Street and as sucHdhis a contributing structure in the historic
district. This is a narrow, asphalt paved parkistgspanning between the adjacent buildings.

2818 Locust Street Photo #8 Contributing
George C. Brickman Motor Car Co. 1911 unknown E. JHess

The first bay of this brick building is two storjesde gabled between stepped parapets and has a
stucco wall finish facing the street. The facadéivéded into three vertical bays with the outer
two having cross gables with vertical half timbestaicco. The wide eaves of this roof have
birds-mouth vergeboards and rafter tails and thescgables have a series of wood braces (knee
braces on each end). The first floor retainsriigimal multipaned wood transoms above the
display windows as well as in the arched top céetrry bay opening, and the frames for the
display windows, but the display window have beewveced with metal panels, as have the
second floor window openings. Both levels havekbsills and the first floor window and entry
bays have brick surrounds, and the base of the p&tween each bay are brick; all of this brick
has been painted. There is an additional displagew with similar framing, transom and

details facing the east side elevation, and athes$e display windows extend nearly to the
ground to better facilitate displays of automobilgshind this first bay across the facade, the
building is a single story, red brick building thets three sawtooth skylights and an overhead
garage door entry on the alley elevation. Dedgiteking up the windows (a common practice



NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-001
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Locust Street Automotive District Boundary Increase I

. . . . Name of Property
National Register of Historic Places St. Louis [Independent City], MO

Continuation Sheet County and State
Historic Auto-Related Resources of St. Louis, MO
Section number 7 Page 11 Name of multiple listing (if applicable)

in the neighborhood for security purposes), tharditve features of the facade and the sawtooth
skylights that were a common feature in the sergarages of early dealerships means that this is
still a contributing building in the district.

2820-2824 Locust Street Photo #8 Contributing
Pierre L. Beck Auto Supply 1919 unknown unknown

This one story, stucco, flat roofed commercialefimnt has a Mission shaped parapet flanked by
red clay tile false roofs piercing through the stuparapet. The broad overhangs on the tile roofs
are supported by decorative braces. The facadasattificially taller than one story as a result

of these details and adding to the visual heightrisw of six clerestory windows (currently
boarded over) with brick surrounds and a contindwick sill course that separates the
clerestories from the display windows and entryoSéhthree bays have had the openings boarded
in and it is not known if the display windows orginal entry doors are still intact behind, but

the stucco bulkhead below the openings indicatastiiere were originally central entries in the
two outer bays. The west side wall has been roustilycoed when the adjacent building was
demolished. The rear elevation retains the thriggnal overhead door openings, with the west
opening still retaining the wood paneled overheaard Since the facade is such a distinctive
Mission style design and retains its original dstaiith the windows simply boarded in, it still is

a contributing building to the district.

2826 Locust Street Photo #8 Non-Contributing
Vacant Lot post-1965 unknown unknown

The commercial storefront building (which neverraed to house an automotive business) on
this lot was demolished after 1965. It is nowasged lot with a decorative iron fence at the
public sidewalk. This site is considered noncomnttifllg due to the removal of the building after
the period of significance but it is not includedlihe resource count as a site.

2836-2838 Locust Street Photo #9 Contributing

J. A. Lynch Plumbing Co./ 1947 Bernum Bloom Amzi Ry & Building
Stewart Electric Co.

This simple, one story, tan brick, commercial bim¢phas a central recessed entry with a display
window angled into the recess in the west bay aswall brick pier separating the entry from the
display window in the east bay. There is a hehdek course spanning the facade as a
continuous lintel and a soldier brick course betbe/simple metal parapet cap. There are four
rectangular, louvered vents in the parapet spacedsithe facade. Although the brick bulkheads
and original openings are intact around the displeyglows, the display window glass has been
replaced with brick infill below the original sixght, wood framed transoms. The entry retains
the original wood, full light door and single liglttnsom. Although used by non-automotive
businesses historically, the rear of the buildietgins the four overhead garage door openings,
with three of the original wood paneled and glagistloverhead doors, a testament to the
importance of the automobile to the businessegubkim building. Since it was built with the
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same design elements as the automotive buildimgaghout the district, it is considered a
contributing building to the district.

2840 Locust Street Photo #9 and 10 Contributing
Universal Tire Company 1923 unknown unknown

This two-story, red brick, flat roofed storefrontilding has a shaped parapet capped by white
glazed terra cotta tiles and a brick pattern inatolned parapet forming a decorative frieze
pattern. Below is a terra cotta cornice with egd dart molding underneath. Below this cornice
is a header brick course and below the second famitow sills is another header brick course
to separate the first and second floor of the fagat a third head brick course as the lintel
above the display window and entry. The second fldadows have been removed and the
broad opening infilled with boards and smaller vawd, but the opening retains its brick sills
and the soldier course brick lintels with the wiytazed terra cotta corner blocks. While the
display window has been infilled with brick, itnscessed within the original opening and it
retains the original wood framed, five-light transahe western light of the transom being
positioned over the original wood framed door opgnalthough a screen door has been added at
the face of the wall, obscuring the actual recesleeniway, which has a concrete step into the
recess. The west side elevation only has twolsashed windows on the second floor, an
indication that the upper level was used for steraigoffices, not as an apartment. The rear of
the building has a one story, flat roofed, concbétek addition (probably added in 1947-48
based upon permits for alterations) that is coratkt another concrete block addition built in
1952 that extends across the back of the adjacewith a single overhead garage door facing
toward Locust Street Street and into the pavedipgubt. It appears that this addition was added
in 1943 for the Kusel Electric Company, not for dalier automotive businesses. Most of the
brick and the concrete block walls have been pdidezp red. Despite the alterations to the
facade, the building still retains the original dow and display window openings as well as the
original display window transoms, and as such @oistributing to the historic district.

2846 Locust Street Photo #9 Contributing
Parking Lot €. 1949  unknown unknown

The two old dwellings on this property were dentwdid by 1949 and it became a parking lot for
the block’s automotive businesses in the 1940s495d as such is a contributing structure in
the historic district. It is a paved parking lotthva low concrete retaining wall at the public
sidewalks that now has a nonhistoric wood secteitge added on the top of the retaining wall.
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2900 Locust Street Photo #11 Non-Contributing
Parking Lot 1961 unknown unknown

The former building on this lot was originally tiiéashington University Law School, which
later became the Thomas Dunn Boy’'s Hotel. Thedingl was demolished in 1953 but it was
not paved and fenced as a parking lot until 196 40-plus car parking lot is considered a
noncontributing structure in the district due ®modifications after the period of significance.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
SUMMARY

Situated in the Independent City of St. Louis, Miss, the Locust Street Automotive District,
Boundary Increase |l is locally significant underit€ion A (Commerce) and Criterion C
(Architecture). Buildings within the expansion akeere developed during the same era as those
previously identified as the Locust Street AutometDistrict — in that regard, these properties
were part of the earliest development of the oabiuto Row during the 1910s. The Locust
Street Automotive District, listed in the NatiorRRegister of Historic Places (NRHP) in 2005
was expanded in 2008 to include the nine buildioghe west that had been outside the original
designated district, but had undergone renovatitvas removed nonhistoric materials and
revealed original facades and features that rerdamtact. Like that first expansion, the current
Boundary Increase Il has undergone some signifibembvations in the intervening years that
now better illustrate the architectural integritat qualifies the area east of the original distac

be listed as contributing to the Locust Street Audtive District under Criteria A and C in the
areas of Commerce and Architecture. The buildimgduded within the proposed boundary
expansion include 2722-34, 2727, 2736-46, 2741522801-05, 2806-12, 2814, 2818, 2820-24,
2836-88 and 2840 Locust Street. The Locust StregorAotive District Boundary Increase |l
falls under the Multiple Property Document (MPDntext of “Marketing and Servicing the
Automobile in St. Louis, 1900-1955.L ike the buildings in the existing district, thaildings in

the expansion are similar in appearance to thoflenMhe existing Locust Street Automotive
District and are representative of the propertyesymlescribed in the MPDF: Automotive
Distributorships, Automotive Dealerships and Retilsinesses, and Service Stations. These
properties were an integral part of the city’s Antiive Row along Locust Street that held a
large collection of early dealerships and autoisergroperties. Some of these buildings continue
to serve as auto-related businesses today, althmoghended their association with automobiles
by the mid-1950s. This district boundary increaseligible under Criterion A for its association
with the city’s burgeoning automobile marketing a®dvice industry and it is also eligible under
Criterion C for its intact collection of former aumobile-related-use properties, several of which
were designed by notable St. Louis architects. [Elvel of significance associated with the
district boundary increase is local. 1911 is tharythat the first building in the boundary
extension was constructed and 1949 was when thedasributing parking lot was completed,
but the period of significance identified in thegimal district was 1911-1955.

Eighteen parcels comprise the district's expanar@a, spanning Locust Street from the
southwest corner of Locust Street and T.E. Hunilegnue (west end of district) to west of N.

! Ruth Keenoy, Karen Bode Baxter, Timothy Malonegt Mandy Ford, “Historic Auto-Related ResourcesSof
Louis: Marketing and Servicing the Automobile in Bouis, 1900-1955 caNational Register of Historic Places
Multiple Property Documentation Formd, April 2005.
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Beaumont Street (séegure 1). The district expansion area encompasses 12ibgsdnd six

lots — most properties are situated on the sodi @i Locust Street. All buildings within the
boundary expansion were constructed between the §841 and 1947, which is within the
district’s period of significance, 1911 - 1955. Twwildings are listed on the National Register
of Historic Places, 2745 Locust Street (AutocaeSand Service Building, NR listed 2006) and
2801-2805 Locust Street (More Automobile Companydsug, NR listed 2008). Of the
expansion area’s remaining 16 properties, 13 dmurito the district, including 10 buildings and
3 parking lots. Two other parking lots are non-citmiting to the district and there is one vacant
lot that is not included in the resource countsiiiés a noncontributing open Iotgble 1).

JUSTIFICATION FOR DISTRICT BOUNDARY INCREASE

Properties within the nominated boundary increaseewexcluded from the original nomination
(2005) and expanded boundary nomination (2008)Kgpee 12) because the buildings in
Boundary Increase Il had been neglected for maaxsyat had compromised their historic
integrity and at the time this section of the alticanobile row did not meet the registration
requirements in the MPDF primarily because too n@frthe historic exterior finishes and
window openings were covered by nonhistoric bogrdnaterials’ but in the intervening years
since the first portion of the district was listédp buildings have utilized historic tax credits t
fund major renovations of their buildings and apgvrNational Register listed, one of which
removed the blue metal panels completely coverot btreet elevations of the More
Automobile Company Building and the other uncoveard restored (what had been boarded
over) display windows on both street elevationthefAutocar Sales and Service Company
Building, which drastically improved the visual tugc character of the entire area to the east of
the original district nomination. In addition, otHauildings have also made exterior
improvements (most notably uncovering some disptaysecond floor windows) in recent years
that enhanced their visual historic integrity, artpencouraged by the large number of historic
tax credit renovations and the increased econoitaltity in the blocks immediately to the west
as a result of the original nomination and the faisundary increase. In addition, the initial
windshield survey of the entire automobile row aady assessment identified the large parking
lot at 2900 Locust Street and the parking lot diyesicross the street at 2846 Locust Street as a
major visual disruption in the continuity of thestaric buildings and both lots appeared to have
no related significance to the district but thatda$ the case with 2846, which with further
research into old building permits was determinad @eveloped as a parking lot by 1949 to
support 2840 Locust Street and the large lot a0288lly only represented the loss of one
historic (but not auto related) building, not saleamaller auto-related retail buildings as first
thought. With this additional research and the aokd historic integrity, the nominated
boundary increase now better represents the catimuof the same functions and physical
features as the original district and will list theal section of the historic automobile row ireth
National Register.

2 Historic Auto-Related Resources,” F-20-26.
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Table 1. Properties within the Proposed Boundary lorease Area.

Property Name Address Date of C/NC/NRL
Construction

Lambur Auto Service Company 2722-2734 Locust Street 1928 C
General Brake Service 2727 Locust Street c. 1920 C
Corporation
Autocar Sales and Service 2745 Locust Street 1917 NRL
Company Building
Panyard Piston Ring Company 2741 Locust Street 9191 C
Autocar Sales and Service'{2 | 2736-2746 Locust Street 1922 C
Location)
Parking lot 2800 Locust Street c. 1969 NC
More Automobile 2801-2805 Locust Street 1920 NRL
Fred Campbell Parking Lot 2802-2804 Locust Street . 1941 C
McQuay-Norris Manufacturing 2806-2812 Locust Street 1914-191 C
Company
Cole-Arbrogast Auto Company 2814 Locust Street 1914 C
Parking lot 2816 Locust Street 1938 NC
George C. Brinkman Motor Car2818 Locust Street 1911 C
Company
Pierre L. Beck Auto Supply 2820-2824 Locust Street 1919 C
Vacant lot 2826 Locust Street Post 196 NC*
J.A. Lynch Plumbing Company 2836-2838 Locust Street 1947 C
Universal Tire Company 2840 Locust Street 1923 C
Parking lot 2846 Locust Street c. 1949 C
Parking lot 2900 Locust Street 1961 NC

*As a noncontributing site, this property is notlmded in the Resource count.

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW OF LOCUST STREET, 1850 - 1949

Locust Street is a commercial thoroughfare thagreds through the heart of St. Louis City’s
downtown business corridor from Broadway (east émdts western terminus at Theresa
Avenue. Prior to 1840, Locust Street west of tig<il841 limits (present day T&treet)
supported St. Louis’ common fields and little el&%y 1850, however, St. Louis’ residential

% Robert E. HannorSt. Louis: Its Neighborhoods and Neighbors, Landmand MilestonegSt. Louis: St. Louis

Regional Commerce and Growth As

sociation, 1986), 58
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population began to move west of"8treet as downtown became increasingly inhabiyed b
commercial and industrial tenants. As a resultusbStreet began to develop residentially
around 1850 and this pattern continued through &88®s Figure 2).* So well-populated was the
area by 1852 that it was commonly referred to as&econd Municipality of St. Louis This
distinction was dissolved in 1855 when St. Louitearled its municipal boundaries west of
Grand Boulevard, absorbing the well-populated nsighood that later (after the city adopted its
final boundaries in 1876) became known as Midtdidtown began to take on a commercial
character beginning in the 1860s, when streetcdended along Grand Boulevard (two blocks
west of Locust Street) and Olive Street (one blmkth of Locust Street). While the streets
supporting streetcars (electrified in the 1890s)isggl commercial development, Locust Street
continued to support a largely residential popatathough the 1880s. This too began to change
by the turn of the twentieth-centuhywithin the boundary expansion area, all but foancpls

held housing in 1909: 2801-2805 Locust Street stipda private hospital (Keeley Institute);
2736-2746 Locust Street had two non-residentidtings - Saint Louis University’s School of
Law and a boys’ high school; 2800 Locust Streepsujed a hotel and the large building at 2900
Locust Street was Washington University’s Law Sdlftader used as Thomas Dunn’s Boys’
Hotel) Figure 3).2 Ten years later, in 1919, the 2700 block of Lo&tstet remained primarily
residential, however the 2800 block had only tesedences and seven businesses, six of which
were related to automobilés.

As Locust Street’s residential character fadedstheet became a favorite site of development
for the city’s newest attraction — the automobitg(re 4). One of the last private residences to
be demolished within the boundary expansion aresativ@Morrison home at 2740 Locust Street,
constructed in 1870. The house was demolished18 1® make space for a new automobile
dealership, designed by Preston J. Bradshaw ang@ct(initially) by Autocar Sales and
Service.

Wreckers have laid hands on the old James L.D. istmrrmansion at 2740
Locust street [sic], and very shortly there willdbsignboard on the vacant site
setting forth that a lot of goodly dimensions is$ale. As it is in the center of the
automobile industrial district, the expectationhat it will in time become the
home of a popular machine, or mayhap a salesroomct@essories, since this line
of commercial activity is always seeking new avenige expansion. Thus is
furnished another instance that even shrines nwi gccommodate the

* City of St. Louis, Building Permits (Inactive), Mbfilm Available at Landmarks Association of Sauis, Inc.

® St. Louis City Plan Commission, “Physical Growfttiee City of St. Louis,” 1969. Available onling a
https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/archive/history-physicabwth-stlouis{Access date: 14 December 2015).

® Hannon, 58.

" Norbury WaymanHistory of St. Louis Neighborhoods: Midto\{8t. Louis: St. Louis Community Development
Agency, [1972]), 2-3

8 Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, Volume Two, City iof8uis, 1909.

° Gould, St. Louis Red-Blue Bodt. Louis: Self-published), 1919.
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inexorable sweep of progress and commercialisminfas day the Morrison
home, with is great parlors and living rooms, wasresidential showplace of St.
Louis, and its occupants the acknowledged socialdes of the city?

Locust Street attracted automobile developers tsecatiits central location, paved surface and
absence of streetcar tracks. Betwee 38eet (east) and Channing Avenue (west), Loctiee
supported so many “auto sales outlets” by 1910ittveas commonly known as “Auto Row™

Initially many auto-related businesses on Locusgedtopened shop in existing buildings — some
of which were residential. As it became clear thatautomobile was here to stay, business
owners began to demand commercial spaces desigmeadise auto-related functions. Realtors
capitalized by snapping up property along Locustedf hiring architects and contractors to
design and build, and charging exorbitant ratdedee the buildingg-{gure 5).

Moving is the order of the day in St. Louis autont®bircles, and concentration
on Locust street [sic] seems to be the habit. Tisghbat one thing in the way of a
general exodus to Locust street and that is thg-sighted policy of property
owners in putting rents at fabulous figures. Prgpehich they would gladly have
rentedltzwo years ago for $30 a month is now begid as high as $300 a

month.

As described in the historic context, “Marketingl&@®ervicing the Automobile” of the MPDE,
development along Locust Street, strictly markétedutomobile-related businesses, took over
virtually overnight and continued to burgeon utiigé economy plummeted in 1929. In January
1914, no less than eight new dealerships/accesbops were under or just finishing
construction on Locust Street to be leased by GéMwtor Car Company (3003 Locust Street),
Goodrich-Diamond Tires (corner of Garrison and Lsicstreets), Missouri Auto Specialty
Company (southeast corner of Locust anl $8eets), International Harvester Company (near
the intersection of Locust and Garrison Streets)e ®otor Car Company (west of i &treet on
Locust Street), Halsey Automobile Company (westole) and McQuay Norris Manufacturing
Company at 2924-26 Locust Stréét.

The automobile literally shaped the City of St. lsoand the earliest area to reflect this impact
centered on Locust Street. In 1912, Cardinal Stsestcut through to Locust Street — prior to

10 «passing of the Old Morrison Mansion Once the 8tycCenter of St. Louis3t. Louis Post-Dispatc{24 August
1919).

' Norbury Wayman, “St. Louis — Early Automobile Ceghi” Unpublished essay, Wayman Collection, Se2ieSt.
Louis. Available at Mercantile Library, St. Louldjssouri (no date).

12«Movement of Trade to Locust Street is OBf. Louis Post-Dispatc# January 1914), 3S.

" Historic Auto-Related Resources,” E-8.

Y Ibid.
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this change, the road terminated at Olive Strelt.1913, plans began for resurfacing and
widening Locust Street from 36 to 42 feet. Lobbyiogthe alterations were the Motor
Accessory Trade Association of St. Louis, the Lo&tseet Improvement Association and the
Automobile Manufacturers and Dealers’ Associatibimee years later, the improvements made
Locust Street “the most convenient motor trafficw@glowntown” St. Louig® In 1915, horse-
drawn vehicles were prohibited on Locust Streetwe48" Street, as were large trucksAll of
these enhancements fed the street’s rapid develtdpmen automobile center. So impressive
was the street’s collection of automobile shopsa@esmlerships that in 1919, it was considered a
tourist attraction.

How often have you had friends or relatives vigjityou in St. Louis and while
they were here you wanted to show them all theretovaee . . . St. Louis has
grown rapidly in recent years as a distributingteem the sale of automobiles
and trucks. Locust street [sic] is the “Motor Roe¥"St. Louis and from Grand
Avenue to Twelfth street Locust street is linedhattie showrooms of motor car
agencies and display windows of accessories arts gealers:®

New buildings continued to be built for auto-rethtmisinesses along Locust Street’s during the
1920s, but the 1930s witnessed much transitioglation to the types of businesses that
occupied the buildings. Some properties remaineg@for auto-related activities during the
Great Depression and World War I, recycling usadgy supplies and automobiles. Some
buildings held businesses completely unrelateditoraobiles, such as restaurants; other
buildings became vacant during the economic turwfaihe 1930s and remained ‘Sarhis

pattern, as described in the Locust Street Autoraddistrict National Register nomination, was
also true for blocks within the district expansamea. For example, 2841 Locust Street was
utilized by a company that sold piston rings buthmy early 1930s, the building was vacant.
Through 1940, the building held no auto-relatedrmss. Another example is 2840 Locust Street
which held Universal Tire in the 1920s. By 1943 Huilding was used by an electrical repair
company?°

In the 1940s, as the economy improved, a few auti@mbusinesses actually expanded their
operations along Locust Street. The garage at R@2ust Street actually added an addition to
the front of its building in 1941. That same ydaed Campbell Auto Supply added a dedicated

15 “Opening Cardinal from Olive to Locust Propose8it” Louis Post-Dispatcfi3 October 1912), 10B.

6 “May Celebrate Finish of Wider Locust Streef. Louis Post-Dispatcfi0 December 1916), 4S; “Plans to
Widen Locust Street, From $4Vest,”St. Louis Post-Dispatcfi5 December 1914), 3.

7 “New Traffic Plan to Bar Horses on Locust Stre&t” Louis Post-Dispatcff August 1915), 1.

18“where St. Louisans Might Take Visiting FriendsShow Them Most of the City3t. Louis Post-Dispatc{®
November 1919), A17.

19 Ruth Keenoy, Karen Bode Baxter, Timothy Maloneg &Mandy K. Ford, “Locust Street Automotive Distrfct
National Register of Historic Places Registratioorfn (2005), 8:14.

% Gould,Red-Blue Book1927-1929; GouldCity of St. Louis Directory1930 — 1945.
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parking lot east of the building at 2802-04 Locaseet and the business would stay in the 2801-
2812 Locust Street location at least through 1860, by 1949 the last auto-related construction
occurred with the completion of the parking lo2846 Locust Street and by the mid-1950s only
half of the buildings in this section of the autdsiie row were occupied by automotive
businesses. Individual building histories for gneperties within the boundary expansion are
provided in the section that follows, as is a déston regarding the historical and architectural
significance of the district expansion area.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (CRITERION A) AND ARCHITECT URAL
(CRITERION C) SIGNIFICANCE OF LOCUST STREET AUTOMOT IVE DISTRICT
INCREASE 11, 1911 - 1949

The Locust Street Automotive District Boundary kese Il consists of 18 parcels, which
include: two properties on the National RegisteHw@ftoric Places (NRHP), 2745 and 2801-2805
Locust Street; 10 contributing buildings; 3 contiting parking lots and 2 noncontributing
parking lots and only one vacant (noncontributilog)) As described in the MPDF context
“Marketing and Servicing the Automobile in St. Lepul900-1955,” the expansion area is an
original component of the Auto Row that emergedhglbocust Street, beginning in the 19%bs.
The principal reason the buildings in this stret€the historic automobile row (2700 — 2800
Locust Street) were not included with the origidiitrict nomination is that until recently, its
historic integrity was hidden behind boarded upldig windows and, in the case of the five-
story More Automobile Company Building, hidden dinele sides by metal sheathing. It was also
assumed that all lots void of buildings formerlychauto-related businesses, but with further
research, that did not prove to be the case—intlaee of the parking lots were actually used by
auto-related businesses (2802-04, 2816 and 284ést &treet), and two others were very
narrow lots (2800 is visually and physically conteeicto 2802-04’s lot and 2826 is nestled in
between buildings. The larger parking lot at 2980ar held auto-related business, having been a
large building that was the home of Washington @rsity’s Law School and later used for
Thomas Dunn’s Boys Hotel until it was demolished @53. Additionally, 2900 Locust Street
physically connects the 2800 block to the existiggrict, creating a seamless correlation
between the district and the expansion area. Tladtdtreet Automotive District Boundary
Increase Il meets NRHP Criterion A (Commerce) anite@on C (Architecture). These blocks,
as did the remaining district, attracted earlyrnesé in re-developing the area for automobile-
related businesses due to the street’s centraidocabsence of streetcar tracks and smoothly
paved surface. Nine builders and architects amtiitkxl for the properties within the proposed
boundary expansio éble 2).

As discussed previously, Locust Street was a rasaleneighborhood that by the turn of the
twentieth-century attracted commercial developm&sta result, residents moved further west
and commerce began to emerge as streetcars extessze along Olive Street (one block

' Historic Auto-Related Resources,” E-8.



NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-001
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service Locust Street Automotive District Boundary Increase |l
Name of Property

National Register of Historic Places | St Louis [Independent City], MO

; : County and State
Continuation Sheet Historic Auto-Related Resources of St. Louis, MO

Name of multiple listing (if applicable)

Section number _8 Page 21

south of Locust Street) and Grand Boulevard (tvoxkd west of Locust Street). “By the time
that the streetcar was electrified in 1890, thersegction of Grand and Olive was ‘fifteen minutes
from anywhere — Baden [north], Carondelet [souhjowntown office or an uptown home.’
Such access did much to catapult . . . Midtown §aspmmercial succes&>In between

Midtown (west) and downtown (east) was Auto Rowe Pi700-2800 blocks of Locust Street,
just east of the historic district, were an intégi@rtion of this commercial area. In addition to
the attraction to Locust Street’s smoothly pavetese, the street had existing buildings easily
converted to auto-related businesses — liveriecanthge houses became repair shops and
garages. Within the expansion blocks, two briclg-story stables were constructed in the 2700
block: one along the north side (constructed in9)&nd one on the south side (constructed in
1886) of the street Dwellings on Locust Street were frequently coneettio distribution and
accessory shops. These early transitional progesteze short-lived as realtors began to take
advantage of the automobile’s growing popularitg angaged an active trade in replacing older
properties with buildings designed to support aetated businessé$“Locust Street quickly
became the center of St. Louis’ automotive deaipssisuppliers, and service because this area
was re-developed specificaligr the automobile” and the blocks east of the disimere very
much a part of Locust Street’s commercial success.

Although Locust Street was heavily promoted as tARbw” by 1910, the street continued to
support a few businesses unrelated to automok2880 Locust Street housed the three-story
Crescent Hotel that pre-dated the transition fromsédential to commercial area and it would
not be torn down until 1969. One example within ¢lesting National Register district is 2914
Locust Street, Whistle Bottling Company. Of notéhiat in 1919, the company ordered a fleet of
custom-designed trucks from Bishop Truck and TraCmmpany (also on Locust Street) to
distribute its products “throughout every sectidéthe country.?® This particular example
illustrates the ever-changing face of Locust Siragtvell as the reliance of other types of
businesses on the thoroughfare’s automobile sale#te establishments. The proposed area of
expansion holds one building constructed for aatker than that related to automobiles — 2836-
38 Locust Street. Constructed in 1947, the buildwag used by small plumbing and electrical
companies. Although not utilized by automobile besises, these buildings were part of the
commercial vibrancy of automobile row and both 28hd 2836-38 Locust Street were used by
businesses highly dependent on their trucks favelgés and the buildings were designed with
garage bays, just as the auto-related businegdirmslin the area and as such they are
contributing to the historic district. The example2836-38 Locust Street illustrates Locust
Street’s postwar era, when dealerships began t@ musther west. Locust Street continued to be
largely occupied by auto-related businesses threhgimid-1950s though other types of
businesses were also a component of the thorowglgaen during the period of significance.

22 Keenoy et al, “Locust Street Automotive Distric8;15.

% st. Louis City Building Permits.

244 eases on Locust and Chestnut by Auto Concei®is,l.ouis Post-Dispatc{80 April 1916), 8.
% “Whistle Bottling Co. Buys Sandow FleeSt. Louis Post-Dispatc{23 February 1919), A9.
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As discussed in the associated MPDF and LocusetSgtomotive District nomination,
businesses often moved to different buildings id around Locust Street. An example within
the boundary expansion area is 2745 Locust Sttesigned as a dealership and used initially by
Autocar. Five years later, Autocar moved into gédaubuilding across the street at 2736-46
Locust StreetKigure 6). After Autocar relocated, Victor Motors movedarthe building at 2745
Locust Street. That business was replaced in tB8slBy a used sales car company, L.M.
Stewart. Sometimes such moves were related tathelfat less successful businesses could not
afford the rent; in other instances (such as th@ar example), successful businesses moved
into larger buildings once trade proved succes§futing the 1930s and 1940s, sporadic
activities increased as these years were mostulifion the automobile industry. Because early
automobile buildings appeared much the same as tyfbes of commercial properties,
businesses that replaced auto dealerships and shsihsadapted the buildings to fit their own
needs, as illustrated by 2840 Locust Street. Thidibg (constructed in 1923) was used by
Universal Tire Company until 1943 when it becansoagted with Kusel Electric Company

(Figure 7).

Similar to the contributing buildings within the ¢ust Street Automotive District, properties
within the boundary expansion area feature “tradal commercial” storefronts with display
windows, pedestrian entries facing the main s@edtdecorative terra cotta, tile and concrete
embellishmenté® This is one of the key registration requiremdotghe two principal property
types in the MPDF located within the boundary iase2 Automotive Distributorships and
Automotive Dealerships and Retail Businesses.good (and early) example of this is 2814
Locust Street, occupied by the Cole-Arbrogast ATdmpany. The lower level held commercial
display windows and the upper floor held officegcDrative terra cotta bands divide floors and
surround windows. The primary customer entry bags$a_ocust Street at the west end of the
facade Figure 8). Auto-related uses are demonstrated by garage bailding orientation
(allowing auto and truck access to/from alleysktomer parking lots (even if not adjacent to the
buildings that used the lots) and commercial winslolsigned to display cars, as seen in the
example at 2818 Locust Stre€igure 9). Although these properties mimic traditional
commercial buildings, they were designed to supih@tveight of automobiles and provided
spatial dimensions that allowed vehicles to movarid out of buildings. Multi-storied buildings
usually had large elevators that supported catsadhey could be moved between floors and/or
parked on the roof. While most of the buildings examples of dealerships or auto-related retalil
businesses, the More Automobile Company Building8&t1-05 Locust is an example of the
distributorships with its utilization of the warals®e building form with its multistoried concrete
frame, but it also incorporated the elements ofsivaselevator penthouses that could move
automobiles to the upper levels, a distinctivetysined showroom with broad expanses of
display windows spanning both street elevationsaartdmobile ramps, features specified in the

%8 |bid, 8:16.
" Historic Auto-Related Resources,” F-20-26.



NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-001
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service Locust Street Automotive District Boundary Increase |l
Name of Property

National Register of Historic Places | St Louis [Independent City], MO

; : County and State
Continuation Sheet Historic Auto-Related Resources of St. Louis, MO

Name of multiple listing (if applicable)

Section number _8 Page __ 23

registration requirements for distributorships atidition, there are two examples of service
garages, 2727 Locust Street (which was part oGieeral Brake Service Corporation) and 2741
Locust Street used initially by the Panyard Pigkamg Company) and both continue today to be
in use as service garages. They meet the registnaquirements of the property type for Service
Stations, with their prominently placed garage b&yge skylights to provide light to the service
bays and concrete floors.

The contributing buildings in the boundary expansaoea share strong similarities in style to
properties within the existing Locust Street Autadive District, one of the registration
requirements noted for Criterion C in the MPDF, evhpoints out that these automotive
buildings are often excellent examples of architesdtstyles (applied to commercial buildings)
that were popular during this time period. Whilstifictive stylistic treatments are most often
found on the distributorships or dealership butgineven simple auto-related retail buildings
tried to utilize stylistic embellishments on thekterior facades to distinguish their business from
others in the streetscape and most of the buildmgse share strong similarities in style to
properties within the existing Locust Street Autdive District?® Tudor Revival and Spanish
Revival styles are prevalent (2818 and 2820-24 tbSireet, for exampl&igures 7and10), as

is the use of brick, stucco and terra cotta extéimishes. Pre-World War Il dealerships were
intentioned to attract customers through theirahgnd stylish exteriors and most were
designed by local architects and builders. Thig typassignment changed after World War |l
when auto manufacturers began to commission acothite design buildings that were visually
identified with the company’s name. In other wora$;ord dealership after World War Il looked
like a Ford dealership. Prior to that time, a Foedlership could have just as easily served as a
Marmon, Moon or Cole dealershipLocust Street’s auto-related properties were cisagrof
numerous styles, sizes and compositions — thesdirys look like early automobile shops and
dealerships yet they are individually stylish, eefing the architect/builder’s preference.
Contributing properties within the Locust Streepamsion area are no less imposing than those
previously listed in the district.

INDIVIDUAL PROPERTY HISTORIES, ARCHITECTS AND BUILD ERS

The eighteen (18) parcels associated with the lid8uiset Automotive District Boundary
Increase Il are described below in regard to tb@nmercial and architectural associations and
dates of construction. All of the buildings contrié to the commercial (Criterion A) and
architectural (Criterion C) significance of thetdis and were constructed within the period of
significance (1911 — 1955).

o 2722 — 2734 Locust Streevas constructed in 1928. The property held multiple
businesses, including Lambur Auto Service Compaig@-22), Percival Company

28 i
Ibid.
29 Robert GenafThe American Car Dealershiist. Paul, MN: Motorbooks International, 2004), 43
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(2724) and Lawler & Balthasar (2730-34). The lakiesiness was an automobile repair
shop owned by Herbert C. Lawler and George J. Bs#th Percival Company is listed as
a “machine shop” in city directories, which alsdicate that Albert A. Percival
(employed full-time as a Union Electric employegsman independent auto mechanic. It
is likely that Percival rented space in the buigfar that purposé’

« 2727 Locust Streetvas constructed c. 1920 and altered in 1844.C. Drake Company
is the earliest known tenafftThe property was designed by architect William P.
McMahon and constructed by John A. DitenhdfeBeneral Brake Service Corporation
occupied the building by 1926 (when the companybexincorporated) and remained
until 1953 General Brake was originally owned by William haDdet, who lost his
life in a 1929 plane crash.

e 2741 Locust Streewas occupied by Panyard Piston Ring Co., which neadgat this
location through 1931° The building was designed by C.L. McDonald andstaucted
by W.C. Harting. City records report the constroetdate as 1925; however city
directories indicate that Panyard had a businessind919*’ Panyard was owned by
William B. Smythe. During and after the Great Degsien, the building was used
commercially though not by any auto-related busiass

e 2736-2746 Locust Streetvas constructed in 1922 and the first tenant wae@ar (see
2745 Locust Street). Situated at the southeagtitéon of Locust Street and
Leffingwell Avenue, the 21,000 square foot buildings well described in a newspaper
article dated November 12, 1922 as being of brarkstruction with Indiana limestone
coping. The salesroom was situated in the corndreobuilding (near the intersecting
streets) with direct access to the accounting @ffithe property was “one of 39 factory
branches owned or leased by Autocar Co. in thejpancities of the United State®”
The branch in St. Louis was managed by J.H. Mack.

e 2745 Locust Streetwas constructed in 1917 and designed by Presteradshaw.
Autocar was in the building for only a few yeargvimg to a new building at 2736-46

% Gould,Red-Blue Boakl919 — 1929.
3L City of St. Louis Building Permits.
%2 Gould,Red-Blue Bogkl925 — 1926; Missouri Online Business Filing, &y of State (MO), Available at
https://bsd.sos.mo.gov/BusinessEntity/BESearch2BgarchType=0Access date: 20 July 2015).
33 City of St. Louis Building Permits.
34 Gould,City of St. Louis Directoryl950 — 1955.
% “Business Man Pilot Dies;The New York Timg§ July 1929), p. 23.
% Gould,Red-Blue Book1925-1929St. Louis City Directory1930-1942.
37 City of St. Louis Building Permits; City of St. Liss Assessor’s Records; “Man Under Sentence Heltherit
Charge,"St. Louis Post-Dispatct?8 September, 1919), 4B.
Z: “Autocar Erecting New Building on Locust S6t. Louis Post-Dispatcfi2 November 1922), B30.
Ibid.
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Locust Street (see below) in 1922. Victor Motoeststd using the building in 19221n
1932, L.M. Stewart used car sales occupied thelimgj) followed by Alf Koerner
Restaurant in 1933. The building was vacant by 188bin 1936 again held an auto-
related business, Fisk Tire Company, which remaiheslgh 1937. The building was
used by a tool and die company during the 194T%e property was listed on the
National Register of Historic Places in 2006.

e 2800 Locust Streeis a non-contributing parking lot. The propertym@rly held the
Crescent (aka Ideal) Hotel (during the period ghsicance of the historic district) but it
was demolished in 1969.

e 2801 — 2805 Locust Streatas constructed in 1920. The building was iniakkcupied
by St. Louis Motor Car Company but the business stast-lived at that location. By
1922, More Automobile was in the building. More veadistributor of Marmon
automobile$? The building was listed on the National Registeistoric Places in
2008.

e 2802 — 2804 Locust Streas a contributing parking lot associated with F&ampbell
Auto Supply (see 2806 Locust Street, below). Thregddneld a residential property until
c. 1940 when the building was demolished and thaded for parking for the auto parts
company*?

e 2806-2812 Locust Streetvas constructed in 1914-1915 by H.F. Nagel. Thikesar
known occupant was McQuay-Norris Manufacturing Camp which produced piston
rings. Shortly after opening the branch sales lassion Locust Street, McQuay-Norris
constructed a sizeable factory (in 1919) on Sousthweenue — the largest of seven such
interests in St. Loui&! The business was instrumental in organizing amalrexccessory
sales convention in St. Louis beginning in 1915iclwiprompted expansion of the
building on Locust Street. Renovations includedatdition of a “manufacturing and
experimental laboratory” on the main floBrin 1920, the building was occupied by Fred
Campbell Auto Supply. Campbell’s business had lzeeveral locations previously,
including buildings on Morgan Street, Olive Straatl at 1100 Locust Stre®tMr.
Campbell was a well-known auto-enthusiast who feadjy participated in automobile
excursions, including Missouri’s “good roads” tipl1914 — an unsuccessful promotional

*° Gould,Red-Blue Boakl1919 — 1929.

*1 Gould,City of St. Louis Directory1930 — 1941.

“2 City of St. Louis Building Permits; Gouled-Blue Bogkl919 — 1929.

“3 Gould,City of St. Louis Directory1930 — 1944,

4 “McQuay-Norris Plant is Formally Openedst. Louis Post-Dispatc{23 November 1919), A12.
*5“Accessory Men Come to St. Louis as Firm's Gués$s, Louis Post-Dispatcfi7 October 1915), 4S.

*5 Gould,Red-Blue Boak1919 — 1921; “Accessory House MoveSt. Louis Post-Dispatc{26 October 1913)
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tool to gain public support of a tax initiativeftmd road improvement¥. His auto
supply company remained in this building at lehsbugh 1960

e 2814 Locust Streetwas constructed in 1914 by H.F. Nagel. The bugdield a number
of automobile distributors over the years includ@®gje-Arbrogast Auto Company,
Bishop Truck & Tractor Company (1920-1921), Advaietor Company (1920),
Briscoe Motor Sales Company (1921), Mepham Motam@any (1922), St. Louis Road
King Sales Company (1925), Great Western Tire Com(8925-1927) and Harry &
Jack Auto Service (19285.Cole-Arbrogast was named for the model of card, <ble
(an Indianapolis manufacturer) and E.W. Arbrogasip managed the sales office on
Locust Street’

e 2816 Locust Streeis a contributing parking lot. Previously the lhatld a building used
by Bishop Truck & Tractor (see 2814 Locust Strabfyve) but had become a parking lot
by 1938 for the adjacent building.

e 2818 Locust Streetwas constructed in 1911. E.J. Hess was the caotragitially the
property was occupied by George C. Brinkman Motar Company, a distributorship.
Brinkman filed for bankruptcy after defaulting ofioan in 1916 Subsequent businesses
at this address include Locomobile Company of Misis(1919), Franklin-Ross Motor
Car Company (1920) and Flory-Bradley Motor Cor@21). In 1926, the building was
used by Home Appliance Corp. which manufacturedctical” oil burners. By 1927, the
property was vacant. By 1932 it was in use by thesMsippi Valley Motor Company’s
Used Car Department, which became the Mississipfiey Auto Repair Company in the
1935 directory>?

o 2820 — 2824 Locust Streatas constructed in 1919. The building held a nunolbauto-
related businesses — most of which sold auto aogess- including Auto Sign Display
Co. (1919) [which was probably just a large sigst,anbuilding], Pierre L. Beck (1920-
1922), Equipment Service Company (1922), Sterlimg [1919-1920), Fitzgerald Sales
Co. (1925), Wire Wheel Service Co. (1925-1928) Antb Accessories & Specialty Co.
(1927-1928). Additionally, the building supportedatary (Adele Williamson, 19275.

*"“Trip of 1000 Miles Made Over Good Road$§t. Louis Post-Dispatct22 November 1914), 3S.

“8 Gould, City of St, Louis Directoryl960.

*° Gould,Red-Blue Bogkl1919 — 1929.

*0“Cole in New Home,’St. Louis Post-Dispatcfi0 January 1915), 3S; “Briton Buys Car Her®t” Louis Post-
Dispatch(13 December 1914), 11B.

*14G.C. Brinkman Fails for $32,198 with $87 AssetSt” Louis Post-Dispatc{29 October 1916), A3.

*2 Gould,Red-Blue Boakl1919 — 1935.

> Gould,Red-Blue Boakl1919 — 1929.
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e 2826 Locust Streeis a non-contributing vacant lot. Previously tbeHeld a building
used by Globe Electric (1920) and Hellwig Painiéh&ealty Co. (mid-1920s).

e 2836-2838 Locust Streetvas constructed in 1947 and held J.A. Lynch Plugpbi
Company and Stewart Electric. The building doesappiear to have been used for any
automotive related business but the back of thiglingi consists of 4 overhead garage
door bays (3 of which are original doors), attegtim the importance of the automobile to
these businesses and its was designed with larggegdoor bays on the rear so that it
could have accommodated an automotive business &sna contributing component of
the district in relation to its commercial assao@as (as other commercial buildings are
considered contributing in the original historisttict despite not having been associated
with an automotive business).

e 2840 Locust Streewas constructed in 1923 and utilized by Univeised Company. In
1943 the building was altered for Kusel Electrio@any.

e 2846 Locust Streeis a contributing parking lot used by the blockigomotive related
businesses during the late 1940s-1950s. Prioigate, the lot held two dwellings that
were demolished in 1949 to build the parking lot.

e 2900 Locust Streeis a non-contributing parking lot. The parcel foripdaeld Thomas
Dunn Boys’ Hotel. Of note, the building was oridigdVashington University Law
School. The hotel/law school was demolished in 1@&3he parking lot was not finished
until 1961.

Nine architects/builders have been identified latren to the buildings within the district
expansion aredl @ble 2). Of these, the most significant is Preston JdBhaw, who designed
more than 10 extant buildings in the Locust Sthegbmotive District. Within the boundary
expansion area, Bradshaw is credited with desig2#p Locust StreeE{gure 11).
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Table 2. Architects and Builders, Locust Street Bondary Increase area.

Name Property Location Association
(Builder/Architect)

Bradshaw, Preston J. 2745 Locust Street Architect

Cornet, Francis C. 2801-05 Locust Street Architect
Ditenhafer, John A. 2727 Locust Street Builder

Harting, W.C. 2741 Locust Street Builder

Hess, E.J. 2818 Locust Street Builder

McDonald, C.L. 2741 Locust Street Architect
McMahon, William P. 2727 Locust Street Architect

Nagel, H.F. 2806-08 & 2814 Locust Street  Builder

Preston J. Bradshaw (1884 — 1953) designed a numhlaerto-related buildings on Locust Street,
more in fact than any other architect. He was aveatf St. Louis and received an architectural
degree from Columbia College (New York) in 1900lléwing this, Bradshaw worked as a
draftsman for McKim, Mead & White and Westervelti8n& Austin (New York). He also
received training at Atelier Hornbostel and Atelnn Barber (New York)? Bradshaw
designed churches, hotels, residences (includiagrapnts) and commercial buildings. Among
his best known commissions in St. Louis are theoGado, Mayfair and Chase-Park Plaza
Hotels; Glen Echo County Club and a number of homé&&arkview Place (6254 Pershing, 6248
Waterman, 6224 McPherson and 5202 Westminster Aageria name a few5.Although
Bradshaw is best remembered for his grand hotelg/ds a “specialist in small mercantile
buildings.”®® He was frequently hired by realty companies thaséd buildings to automotive
businesses and worked closely with developer, Gedr@urdeau, who was the driving force
behind Locust Street’s re-development as Auto RoBradshaw designed at least 18 auto-
related properties on Locust Street during thesy&8a4-19262 Within the district expansion
area, Bradshaw designed one building, 2745 LodueseS(NRL, 2006).

Francis “Frank” C. Cornet (c. 1890 - 1961) was taveaSt. Louisan identified in census record
and city directories as an architétNothing is known of Cornet’s other architectural
commissions. His father, Henry Louis Cornet (b.&)3%as a successful realf8rConsidering

> Application for Membership, St. Louis Chapter, Thmerican Institute of Architects, Preston J. Btaals, 10
April 1912.
%5 “preston J. Bradshaw, Noted Architect, Dies Unetgaly,” St. Louis Globe-Democr&f December 1953), 3A;
Preston J. Bradshaw, Architects Collection, Landmassociation of St. Louis, Inc.
* David Simmons, historian, Interview with Ruth Kegn23 March 2005.
>"“Bright Building Outlook Cheers Realty InterestSt. Louis Post-Dispatc{8 August 1915), A16B.
58 i

Ibid.
%9 United States Census, 1920; Missouri Death Ceatifi. Missouri Death Certificates, “Frank C. Coyhavailable
at: http://s1.sos.mo.gov/records/archives/archivesditertificates/Default.aspx#searchBBcess date: 17
December 2015.
€9 John W. LeonardThe Book of St. LouisaiSt. Louis: The St. Louis Republic, 1906), 132.
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the fact that most properties on Locust Street wekeloped by realtors who hired architects,
this may have been the connection that landed REamket his commission for 2801-05 Locust
Street (NRL, 2008).

John A. Ditenhafer (b. 1900) was a general cordraghose father, Peter P. Ditenhafer, was a
carpenter (b. 1862). Little information is avaikallbout Ditenhafer, who lived with his wife,
Catherine on San Francisco Avenue in the Penrageneaghborhood. The Ditenhafers had one
daughter, Ann Mari&" Within the boundary expansion area, Ditenhafesisociated with 2727
Locust Street.

Walter C. Harting (1889 — 1954) was a building caator who owned his own company, W.C.
Construction Company at 722 Chestnut Sttéetarting resided in University City with his wife,
Lillian. The Hartings had two children, William addne®® He worked with C.L. McDonald (see
below) on 2741 Locust Street.

Ernest J. Hess (1874 — 1964) was the architectiaded with 2818 Locust Street. Hess does not
appear to have been formally trained as an ar¢hifsccompleted eight years of grade school
and worked independentfHess was married to Dorothea Ammon who precededrileath
(1937). The Hess’s had one daughter, Gladys.

Information for C.L. McDonald is unavailable. CteslL. McDonald is listed in city directories
as the owner of a machinery company and CorneliusidéDonald as a real estate develoPer.
The building permit for 2741 Locust Street idemt#fiC.L. McDonald as the architect. He may
have been the owner and/or reaffor.

William P. McMahon (1875 — 1954) was the archifect2727 Locust Street. McMahon also
designed 3101-11 Locust Street and a small gasgggefrshop at 2727 Locust Street. McMahon
trained under architect Ernst Preisler and in 1&83hed an office in the Wainwright Building
(709 Chestnut St.). McMahon completed a large nurabeommissions in and around St. Louis
including churches, schools, apartments, residesmcgsommercial buildings. One of the most
significant was in 1917, when McMahon was hiredrblionaire Annie B. Malone to design
Poro College (not extant}.After being forced to close his downtown officend@own during

61 United States Census, 1920 and 1930.

%2 Gould, City of St. Louis Directory1933.

8 United States Census, 1940.

% United States Census, 1920, 1930, 1940, MisscesttDCertificates, “Ernest J. Hess,” and “DorotHess.”
% Gould,Red-Blue BookndCity of St. Louis Directory1920-1930.

€ st. Louis City, Building Permits (Inactive).

87 “william P. McMahon,” Architect Files, Landmarkss8ociation of St. Louis, Inc., including notes fram
interview with McMahon’s grandson, William McMahoh982.
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the Great Depression, McMahon relocated to Clagtwhafter World War 1l focused on
commissions primarily in St. Louis Courffy.

Herman F. Nagel (1872-1921) was a carpenter / imgjldontractor. A German immigrant, Nagel
was married to Margaretta Boresi (also a Germanigrant). The Nagels had one son, Charles
0. Nagel®®

CONCLUSION

The Locust Street Automotive District Boundary k&se Il encompasses 12 buildings
constructed between the years 1911 and 1947. Teygzedies had been previously listed in the
National Register of Historic Places, 2745 Locuse& (Autocar Sales and Service Building,
NRL 2006) and 2801-2805 Locust Street (More AutoieoiNRL 2008). The district expansion
area also includes 3 contributing parking lots 2ammbncontributing parking lots as well as one
noncontributing vacant lot. The third contributipgrking lot was finished in 1949, but the
period of significance extends to 1955 for thistaary increase nomination to match that of the
original district, 1911-1955. The expansion areaim€riterion A (Commerce) and Criterion C
(Architecture) as well as the registration requieets specified in the MPDF, “Historic Auto-
Related Resources of St. Louis, MO.” Buildings witthe expansion area were developed
during the same era as those previously listebar_bcust Street Automotive District — in that
regard, these properties were part of the orighusidb Row that developed during the 1910s and
they are a major component in the historical dguelent described in the “Marketing and
Servicing the Automobile in St. Louis,” the histodontext in this MPDF. Properties nominated
under the boundary increase were excluded fronorilgenal nomination (2005) and expanded
boundary nomination (2008) because of their comedhhistorical integrity until recently

when several buildings had display and upper lewetlows and street facades uncovered and
renovated. The noncontributing parking lot at 2800ust Street connects the expansion area to
the previously listed Locust Street Automotive Dt

68 i

Ibid.
% Gould,Red-Blue Bogk1919. United States Census, 1920; Missouri D€attificates, Henry Nagel (1921),
Margaret Nagel (1948).
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LATITUDE/LONGITUDE COORDINATES (cont.)

5 —38.635315, -90.217258
6 — 38.634867, -90.217425
7 —38.634762, -90.216899
8 —38.634297, -90.217033

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Boundary Increase Il extends east along the sadéhas Locust Street from the northwest corner
of the property addressed as 2900 Locust Streethvidnthe eastern boundary of the of the
original Locust Street Automotive District to theipt directly south of the southwest corner of
the property at 2801-05 Locust Street then turmthrand extends to the alley north of Locust
Street, then extends east along the south sideeddlley to the eastern corner of the property
addressed as 2727 Locust where it turns southxdedds to the south side of Locust Street
where it turns east and extends to the northeasecof the property addressed as 2722-34
Locust then it turns south and extends to the allen it extends west along the north side of the
alley to the southwest corner of the property aslelrd as 2900 Locust Street where it connects
with the existing Locust Street Automotive Distiiiundary (see Figure 1).

VERBAL BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

These boundaries incorporate all of the additipnaperties that have been historically
associated with the marketing and servicing of matoiles and that retain their historic integrity
east of the original Locust Street Automotive DggtrBeyond these boundaries, there are empty
lots and the character of the buildings changetebuildings are highly altered.
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Figure 1: Locust Street Automotive District Boundar
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Figure 2: 1875 Bird's Eye View (Dry & Compton, Shee t 75) — note dense
residential development along Locust Street
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Figure 3: Locust Street, 1909 (Sanborn Fire Insuran  ce Map, Volume 2, Sheet 29).
Note that most of the buildings in this area were r  esidential properties at that
time.
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Figure 4: Locust Street, 1932 (Sanborn Fire Insuran  ce Map, Volume 2, Sheet 30).
Locust Street began to take shape as an automobile row in the 1910’s. This map
from the early 1930’s illustrates the transition of the 2900 block for that use.
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Figure 5: This article from  Chilton’s Motor Age (7 July 1921), entitled “From ‘Little
Acorns’ — Big Business; Stepping from Curbstone to

Buildings History of May Dealers,” illustrates the

dealerships from makeshift means to elegant buildin

cars.

transition of automobile

HE dealer who looks over this page may

see reflected in the illustrations the devel-

opment and growth of his own business.
It was not so long ago that many of our success-
ful automotive dealers were selling cars on the
“curbstone” just as the man is doing in the illus-
tration at the top of the page.

From this stage they went to a little more
elaborate method of doing business and, perhaps,
sold from an institution none other than their
own garage in the back yard—just as the man
here is doing.

Then followed years of prosperity and beau-
tiful sales and service buildings began to appear
on the most prominent boulevards and streets
of every city—buildings like those at the bottom
of the page.

Briefly, we have traced here the growth typical
of many dealers’' businesses. In smaller towns
there are, perhaps, only one or two such dealers.
The larger business centers boast of many. What
is true of one town is true of many. The pic-
tures on this page happen to show the business
growth of the Lincoln Highway Garage, Valpar-
aiso, Ind.

It is refreshing to retrospect a little and see
what has been done. A few years ago service
and maintenance work were in their infancy, the
flat rate plan was unknown, and machine tool
equipment for the garage was just being thought
about. Surely the automotive industry has had
a remarkable growth. For every picture shown
here the dealer probably can substitute one ol
his own business—that is, if he has been in the
big parade.

Modern Sales and Service

gs designed to showcase
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Figure 6: 2736-46 Locust Street is the second home  of Autocar Sales and
Services within the boundary expansion area, constr ucted in 1922.
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Figure 7: 2840 Locust Street was used by Universal  Tire Company until 1943,
when the building was converted for use by Kusel El ectric Company.
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Figure 8: 2814 Locust Street, Cole-Arbrogast Auto C  ompany, view is southeast.
The building is an early and good example of an aut  omobile dealership on Locust
Street.
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Figure 9: 2818 Locust Street retains on original ga  rage that provides access to
the parking lot and street. Also intact are fenestr  ations of the original showroom
windows (partially filled) on the facade.
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Figure 10: 2820-24 Locust Street is an excellent ex ample of a Spanish Revival
style automobile dealership.
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Figure 11: 2745 Locust Street was the first buildin g occupied by Autocar Sales
and Services within the boundary expansion area. Th e building was designed by
Preston J. Bradshaw and constructed in 1917.
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Figure 12: Locust Street Automotive District Map
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Figure 13: Locust Street Automotive District Bounda ry Increase Il Photo Map
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Figure 14:Google Contextual Map
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Figure 15:Google Map for Latitude and Longitude Coo  rdinates
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