


























































Historic Photos of Knox County Homes 

''J. S. Taylor Home-Novelty'' 

"Charles Miller Home" 



By the 1890's house construction was implemented with sawn, pre-fabricated, 

ba 11 on frame 1 umber (i.e. 211 x 411 standard framing), round-headed machine made 

nails, and molded concrete blocks. Architectural details were readily available 

in mass produced forms such as scroll brackets, decorative shingles, spindles 

for friezes & vergeboards, newel posts, & millwork. The availibility & low cost 

of these ornaments led to the abundance of Queen Anne style houses in the county, 

or houses with Queen Anne detailing. 

By 1910 poured concrete was a common foundation material. Car siding was 

used at this time. During the 1930's - 1940's stuccoing was popular. More 

modern materials from this time forward include asbestos shingles; composition, 

vinyl, & masonite siding; and metal roofing. 

Brick was used with scarcity in the rural areas. The most prosperous cit

izens built in brick and several of these homes remain show places today. In 

the non-rural areas (Edina), brick is more common. It was used for residential 

& commercial structures. The earliest extant brick commercial structure in 

Edina dates from 1865. The most common type of construction through the 1930's -

1980's was the bungalow, vernacular, & ranch type home. 

Styles 

Knox County has a great diversity of styles including the full range of 

those found in northeast Missouri. These are noted in the key included in this 

report. There are not significant numbers of pure typ~ such as noted in text 

books. Mostly_ the architecture has touches or details from more defined types. 

Lyon township has Federal, Federal Greek Revival, & Missouri German style I

houses. Throughout the county are examples of the Italianate style although 

these are not found in great numbers. One structure in Liberty TownshipOJ'J.ane. i'n &e~iA~v 
exempl ify the Carpenter Gothic style. Largely the architecture falls into 

the vernacular category. Many Cornbelt Cube, 11 Z11
, 

11 A11
, Gable Peak, Triple 

Gable, & Hip style structures appear. The Temple style appeared only once. 

Queen Anne influence is extremely common & is manifested primarily in detailing. 



The Cottage style house is also very common as is the Bungalow style. 

The only architects or builders who may have designed what they built 
were Louis Weishar, Michael Stableins, & Jake Bishoff, all of Edina. No 
major architect worked in Knox County; construction was by local carpenters 
& builders. ·Knox County has a significant number of I houses, 5"5- were in
cluded in this inventory. The gable peak and triple gable peak style 
residence became very common by the mid 1870's. The I house was often the 
residence of a very prominent person while the .gable or triple gable style 
house was often the house of the comfortable upper middle class. The hip 
roofed house was built in great numbers by all segments of society. It was 
frequently the residence of the common man along with the A, Z, & Cottage 
style houses. 

Houses which do not fit into any categories listed above & are often 
composites of several additions & alterations are labeled vernacular. Also 
listed in this category are structures which have changes reflecting several 
different periods of construction. Plans for the styles found in Knox County 
are discussed on the · key at the front of this report. 

Commercial structures usually reflect the preferred style at the time 
of construction. Most are rectangular blocks with tall front parapets. 
Architectural detailing occurred on the front facade because of the use of 
common side walls. Cast metal facades including pilasters, columns, hood
molds, sills, & cornice/parapet embellishment were found after 1876. Tendencies 
after 1900 were toward textured brickwork, bichromatic brickwork & tile accents. 
Italianate motifs are the most common. 

Early churches & schools were much the same style. A one room structure 
with a gable roof, set with the gable end to the front, had a single leaf cen
tral entrance with 3-5 bays of windows on the side walls. A raised platform 
was often at the end of the room opposite the entrance. Churches sometimes 
added the variation of a shallow polygonal bay for the altar, and the occassion
al use of a double leaf entrance and often the addition of a square belltower. 



By 1900 this basic simple style was often highlighted by Queen Anne & Eastlake 

decorative detailing. Schools were divided into more than one room & included 

vestibules. By 1910-1920 the bungaloid style was common in schools. Raised 

basements, a squarish plan, grouped windows, & exposed rafters are all 
characteristics of this style. 

Significance 

The early settlers in Knox County came mainly from Kentucky, Maryland, 

Ohio, & other areas of Missouri. Lesser numbers arrived from Virginia, 

Tennesse & North Carolina. Many eventually immigrated from Ireland & Germany. 

The County .had some southern influence. The southern style dog-trot cabin does 

exist here (F-33). Log cabins & barns use all the various notching types: 

square, V, & Half dovetail. Houses with fireplaces often had interior chimneys 

which would seem to be a northern influence. Many of the settlers had first 

lived in other areas of Missouri or the central eastern portion of the country. 

This could explain the abundance of the I House. 

Carpenters followed rural, individual styles & motifs. No major or out

standing characteristic emerged; each part of the county was built by the 

local common man. As noted before architectural styles did not follow pure 

forms. Only when pre-fabricated materials became readily available at lumber 

yards were homes built in contemporary style - the Queen Anne style. Yet even 

this "style" left alot up to the individual. Separate components were very 

flexible & could be combined in creative ways. Before this time, circa 1890, 

Knox County's construction lagged behind the style of the period by decades. 

In spite of the large Irish & especially German settlement no real character

istics of those culture's architecture occur. 

Knox County has several Centennial farms, these are detailed in the town

ship reports. Often families in the county were found to have great longevity 

& to remain on the original (or nearby) family farm for generations. Often 



the older home still stands & will either be inhabited & modernized or will 

be abandoned & sit next to a new, modern home. 

Prosperity, status, & sometimes family size can be deduced from the 

type or style of house & even from its location. Early homes were near a . 

water supply. Families that prospered built more suitable homes in the 

1870's, 80's, & 90's. By the 1920's & 1930's these structures were often re

placed because of continued prosperity & the desire for modernization. This 

occurred again in the 1960's. Areas with many large quality homes reflect 

a well-to-do population while small vernacular homes indicate a less materially 

satisfying li.fe. The county as a whole shows great diversity and a full range 

of styles. 

PRESERVATION ACTIVITY & RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Knox County Historical Society is active in preserving records, 

photographs, & artifacts pertaining to the history of the county. The 

Historical Society participates in National Historic Preservation Week: 

they had a window display, sli ·de program, and newspaper articles in both 

1983 & 1984. Presentations on preservation have been given to several 

groups including the Rotary Club & the Historical Society. A workshop was 

held on commercial revitalization in 1983. The Historical Society has a 

museum in the lower level of the courthouse & has regular meetings. This 

is the only preservation activity in the county. Little effort for or aware

ness of preservation exists among the common man. Some of the building _ 

owners around the square & other individuals are .interested in improving 

Edina's appearance & restoring the commercial .district around .the square. 

The county has a very rich heritage of architecturally significant structure 

yet most people remain unaware of this. Many of these structures are abandoned 

yet still in sound structural condition. Insensitive efforts at modernization, 

such as the application of wide siding or shingles, do much to obscu~valuable 

architectural details. No structures have yet been nominated to the National 

Register of Historic Places yet there are a great number which are eligible. 



This survey has revealed a wealth of both historical information & 
architectural significance. Ideally, a program for public awareness should 

now begin or this will remain only a resource & research document. 

In retrospect .it seems obvious a project of this scope necessitates more 

time than it was originally allocated. For that reason the work was continued 

through four grants before it was complete. An educational program should 

follow the completion of the survey. Local .citi.zens often perceive their 

rural areas as having no buildings of importance partially because the remain

ing ones are often in run-down condition. Many buildings have been razed or 

are slated to be razed. During the course of the survey at least three build

ings in one township were destroyed before they were surveyed. 

In conclusion it is hoped this survey will serve as a record of the 

historic built environment of Knox County & as a source of historical infor

mation not previously readily available. It should also serve as a planning 

tool, an educational resource, and a cultural asset and will hopefully lead 

to Knox County's involvement in the preservation effort. 
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