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HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE:
Knob Noster State Park was originally created by the National Park Service in the 1930s as the
Montserrat Recreation Demonstration Area, named due to its proximity to the town of
Montserrat. The park was developed to demonstrate how marginal agricultural land that had been
disturbed could be reclaimed for recreation and conservation purposes. The area would provide
much needed recreational opportunities for those living in Kansas City and the surrounding area;
away from possible threats of construction and urban sprawl.
As part of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s New Deal programs, the newly-elected
President signed the Emergency Conservation Work (ECW) Act in 1933. The ECW included
several agencies such as the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) and the Works Progress
Administration (WPA; renamed in 1939 as the Work Projects Administration). The ECW
provided relief for unemployed workers and farmers while improving and building new
structures throughout the United States. The WPA was responsible for the construction of
110,000 buildings across the nation.
During the Great Depression, the WPA began to work on the area’s development. From 1938 to
1941, WPA workers transformed what had been exhausted farm and mining land into the
Montserrat Recreational Demonstration Area. Development included four artificial lakes, two
organized group camping facilities, service buildings, the caretaker’s residence, bridges, a picnic
shelter, entrance gates, and the park office. Plans originally called for building two additional
organized group camping facilities in the area. However, these were never constructed. In
addition, during the course of development 315 acres of trees were seeded and planted, 20 acres
of land were seeded with various flora, and around 10 miles of foot trails were constructed.
Approximately 200 people (mostly unskilled labor) were involved in the area’s development and
administration. Though World War II significantly delayed construction, the project was finished
in 1946.
On October 10, 1946 the Montserrat Recreational Demonstration Area became part of the
Missouri State Park system and was renamed Knob Noster State Park for the nearby town. Knob
Noster State Park is the only park in the system developed solely by WPA workers and still has
many of the rustic buildings. One of the organized group camps and five other structures were
added to the National Register of Historic Places in 1985; the entirety of Camp Shawnee is now
considered a Historic District.
The park is located in the Osage Plains area of the state, which is dominated by historic prairie
plains. Clearfork Creek, which meanders through the park, has had a great influence on the
landscape characteristics. The area surrounding the creek is dissected and hilly with a wide

corridor of trees. The woodland structure and old growth post oaks bear testament to this
landscape being historically the matrix between prairie, savanna, and woodland. Today, after
many years of regularly occurring prescribed fire, Knob Noster State Park harbors great
examples of this historic woodland interface.
Knob Noster State Park offers numerous resources to park visitors. Cultural resources that can be
found at Knob Noster State Park revolve around the WPA structures throughout the park. These
structures reflect the rustic architectural style for which the National Park Service is known.
Although most of the park had been extensively farmed and/or strip mined prior to becoming
public land, there are several areas of natural resource significance. These areas include Pin Oak
Slough, Christopher Woods, and Clearfork Woodland. Pin Oak Slough is a recognized Natural
Area that is home to many wetland flora and fauna. Christopher Woods is the largest contiguous
tract of old oak and hickory forest in the park. Clearfork Open Woodland is one area of the park
that is maintained through prescribed burns to restore the open woodland that would have been
present in the park area prior to European settlement. Other managed areas include Opossum
Hollow Woodland, North Loop Grassland, Kiosk Grassland, and Clearfork Grassland.
Recreational resources that can be found at Knob Noster State Park include a family campground
with sixty-two campsites, a special-use camping area that can accommodate two hundred people,
two organized group camps that will each accommodate approximately one-hundred fifty people,
and two pack-in camp sites on the McAdoo Trail system. The park also offers seven trails for
hiking for a distance of nearly 19 miles. All trails are open to hiking, while the McAdoo Trail
system is open to equestrian users and the Opossum Hollow Trail is open to bicyclists. The park
also offers lake fishing, ball courts, kayak rentals, and horseshoe pits. There are three open
shelters available by reservation or on a first-come, first-served basis.
Special management responsibilities at Knob Noster State Park include a lease with Whiteman
Air Force Base. The lease is on a 50-year renewal period, which started in 1955 and was
renewed again in 2005. The base leases the land for use as a golf course (Royal Oaks Golf
Course). The park is also impacted by the close proximity of Whiteman Air Force Base due to
frequent use by visitors to the base. Knob Noster State Park also has multiple entrances from
State Route DD, running through the center of the park. The park is also located adjacent to State
Route 23.
MISSION STATEMENT:
The mission of Knob Noster State Park is to preserve and interpret the unique flora, fauna, and
natural features created by the Clearfork Watershed; to preserve and interpret the cultural
landmarks credited to the 1930’s development of Montserrat Recreational Demonstration Area;
and to provide safe, healthy, enjoyable outdoor recreation opportunities.
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Location:
Johnson County
Established: 1946
Size:
3,934.38 Acres
MISSION STATEMENT
The primary mission of Knob Noster State Park is to preserve and interpret the unique flora,
fauna, and natural features created by the Clearfork Watershed; to preserve and interpret the
cultural landmarks credited to the 1930’s development of Montserrat Recreational
Demonstration Area; and to provide safe, healthy, enjoyable outdoor recreation opportunities.
INTRODUCTION
Located in eastern Johnson County, west of Knob Noster and Whiteman Air Force Base, Knob
Noster State Park exemplifies years of rehabilitation and restoration efforts turning this once
disturbed landscape into a recreational area. The park’s natural environment is greatly influenced
by Clearkfork Creek, supporting dissected and hilly corridors of dense second and third growth
timber. Notable habitat found within the park’s boundary include old oak and hickory
woodlands, grasslands, wetland, oxbow slough, and lakes.
Knob Noster State Park still displays many of the rustic buildings originally built by the Works
Progress Administration (WPA), reflecting the simplistic architecture which the National Park
Service is known for. In 1983, the Camp Shawnee Historic District and five non-contiguous sites
were nominated to the National Register of Historic Places. The five sites include the entrance
portal, the bridge on the entrance road, the warehouse and repair shop, Lake Buteo dam and
spillway, and the stone restroom near the WPA shelter.
SITE GOALS
•
•
•
•

Preserve the natural and cultural resources located within the park’s boundaries;
Provide recreational opportunities and public use facilities compatible with the park’s
mission, resources, and public needs;
Provide adequate orientation and interpretive facilities to enhance visitor experience;
Provide administrative support facilities to ensure successful operation and maintenance
of the park.
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INTERPRETIVE THEMES
•
•
•
•

The unique flora, fauna, and natural features created by the Clearfork Watershed;
Cultural landmarks credited to the 1930’s development of Montserrat Recreational
Demonstration Area;
Pre-park settlement and reasons for development into a park;
Connection to Warrensburg, Knob Noster, and Johnson County, as a whole.

SITE STRUCTURES
Knob Noster State Park encompasses eighty structures, forty-eight of which are considered
historic and thirty-one are on the National Register of Historic Places; the majority being built in
the 1930’s by the WPA.
•

•

Shawnee Group Camp (circa 19351939)
o Administration (2)*
o Cabin (18)*
o Dining Lodge (1)*
o Recreation Lodge (2)*
o Shower House (6)*
o Staff Cabins (4)*
o Well House (1)
Bobwhite Group Camp (circa 19341971)
o Administration (1)
o Cabin (6)
o Dining Lodge (1)
o Recreation Lodge (1)
o Shower House (1)
o Staff Cabin (3)
o Restroom (1)
o Well House (1)

•

Support Structures (circa 19352018)
o Check Station (1)
o Outbuilding (1)
o Picnic Shelter Open (3)
o Residence (2)
o Restroom (2)
o Service Building (1)
o Shower House (2)
o Storage Building (9)*
o Vault Toilet (7)
o Visitor Center (1)
o Well House (2)

*listed on the National Register of Historic Places
Please reference the CAMP Inventory for further information
DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES
To best support preservation and interpretation efforts, development objectives should be
carefully considered, ensuring they are compatible with the park’s significant natural, cultural,
and recreational resources.
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Spirit Trail
The continuation of the Spirit Trail is to be constructed from Knob Noster State Park’s
western boundary, extending east to the park’s entrance at 871 RD, near the HWY
DD/Route 23 intersection; providing connectivity from Whiteman Air Force Base to
Warrensburg.
Camp Shawnee Historic District
Due to the lack of a pool, user preference for Camp Bobwhite, and being “too spread
out”, usage of Shawnee Group Camp has decreased over the years. In an effort to
increase attendance and revenue, Shawnee Group Camp is to be designated as a dual-use
area (lodging/day-use). This designation will enable guests to rent individual camper
cabins as well as facilities for group events, and will open the area to regular day-use.
McAdoo Trail Connector
A connector trail is to be developed from the Shawnee Group Camp to the McAdoo Trail,
providing equestrian access to the lodging/day-use area.
Special Considerations
Natural Area: The area southwest of Camp Bobwhite (Christopher Woods) and northeast
of the Clearfork Lake (Clearfork Bottom) have resource characteristics potential for
natural area designations.
PROJECT PHASING
1.
2.
3.

Continuation of the Spirit Trail east through the park.
Designate Shawnee Group Camp as a lodging/day-use area.
Provide equestrian access to Shawnee Group Camp.

Resource and environmental clearances will be required before on-site modifications and
development occur.
PLANNING AND RESEARCH GOALS
•
•

Update and/or completion of the General Management Plan.
Continued documentary research and exploration of park’s natural and cultural resources.

ACQUISITION UNITS
If offered, acquisition of adjacent property may be pursued only through willing sellers or
donors. To be considered, units should enhance the mission of Missouri State Parks through one
of the following categories:
•

Resource preservation and protection
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•
•

Recreational access and opportunity
Management facilitation

CONTEXTUAL PLANNING INFORMATION
Public Input
Public input is an integral part of the CDP process. The following includes input opportunities
throughout the planning process.
1. August 12, 2020: CDP Public Meeting #1 held at Knob Noster State Park
a. August 13, 2020 to September 11, 2020: Public input opportunity #1
2. June 8, 2021: CDP Public Meeting #2 (virtual)
a. June 8, 2021 to July 7, 2021: Public input opportunity #2
CDP Team Members
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dustin Webb – Northern Regional Director
Melanie Robinson-Smith – Northern Region Deputy Regional Director
Daniel Brigman – Park Superintendent
Melissa Hall – Assistant Park Superintendent
Chris Edmondson – Park Naturalist
Allison Vaughn – Natural Resource Ecologist
Kim Dillon – Cultural Resource Management Section Chief
Michael Ohnersorgen – Cultural Resource Management Program Director
Rachel Campbell - Archaeologist
Terry Bruns – Planning and Development Program Director
Don Stier – Design Section Chief
Ryan Dunwoody – Planning Section Chief
Rebecca Young – Outdoor Recreation Management Section Chief
Ben Nagy – Trail Coordinator
Brian Stith – Deputy Division Director
David Kelly – Deputy Division Director
Mike Sutherland – Division Director

APPENDIX
•
•
•

CDP Map
Public Meeting #1 Survey Results
Public Meeting #2 Survey Results
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