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The P jor theast  M i s s o u r i  Keg.iona1 P la~ l t - l i r ! ! ~  Comm-issicir, was cor i t r : ,~ t .ed  f o r  
a  r e c o r ~ n a i  ssance l eve1 s u r v e y  o f  s  t r u c t u r s e s  o f  i r~ t r? r t?s  t; f o r  v a n  cjuc. Y ' P ~ S O ~ I S  

w i t h i n  t h e  c i t y  l i m i t s  o f  K - i ' r k s v i l l e ,  M i s s o u r i .  T h i s  ar:a i s  locar!,l;ll :\;i t h i c  
Bento1-i Township i n  t h e  County  o f  A d a i r ,  Townsti ip 62 N arid Range 15 Id. The 
s u r v e y  was des igned  t o  p r o v i d e  a  sa~ t rp l i ng  o f  any s t r ~ . ~ c . t u r e s  o f  v; , i i r r ,  be- 
cause r,f age, d r c h i  t e c t u r a l  qua1 i ty, o r  h i s t o r i c a l  r ; i g n ' i f i c a n c e .  F~.:I:~I t h e  
b u i l d i n g s  l o o k e d  a t  and t h e i r  rc : .sul . t ing fo rms t h e  deve iopn~e t i t  o f  K i r k ! r i ! i  1 l e ,  
f rcn!  - i t ' s  four ld ing  i n  1841 u n t i l  i t i s  de- l ine  d u r i v g  t h e  y e a r s  (xi- l.!;i 
9epress ion ,  can be t r a c e d .  

it-, t h i s  h i s t o r i c  i nventot-y 80 str-ui:i.urcs were s u r ~ e y c r d .  Most  o-r' i r ~ e s e  
L' l a11  v i i t i - i i r :  t h e  e a r l i e r  p l a t t e d  area; of '  t h e  town, h u t  b e c a ~ s e  c,f 1:h1: s c a t -  
t e r e d  ,i t ! ~ a t i o n s  o f  t h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s  sollle f a l l  i n t o  la te ' ! -  a d d i  t i r !nr,  LO t h e  
town. A good example i s  t h e  Brashear iSnane i ;o l ise ($1) w h i c t ~  was o i , - i l ; ' ? la i  l y  
su r rounded  b;j fa rm1 ands . I t  was g r a d ~ d l l  y  suu.ro~:nded by o t h e r  r e 2  i d ~ n t i  a1 
s t r u c t u r e s  as t h e  a d d i t i o n  s t a r t e d  by  i t ' s  c u r r e n t  ov,rner f i l l e d  i r ~  4~ 
h i s t o : ' i  c  i r i v e i ~ t o t - y  s h e e t  was comple ted f o r  a1 1  b u i l d i n g s  o f  1936 01.  hefc l -e 
on tne b d ~ i ~  o f  t h e i r  v a l g e  ds c o n s i d e r e 6  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e i  1 %  aye., I:; s t o r - .  
j c a l ,  arid a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n t e r e s t , .  These shee ts  a r e  a r ranged  c h r o ~ o  l r y  i c a l  l y  
fro;]; : : a r l i e s t  t o  l a t e s t .  A l l  i n v e n t o r y  shee ts  i n c l u d e :  the  s t t - t e c  acidres.5 
i f  ava-i  -! a b l  e, 2, descr.i p t i o n  o f  prorn-i nent. a r c h i  t e c t u r a ' l  f e a t u r e s  r o r ~ ~ ! i t r i i t ' i  ng 
on t/ii. ;ndiri facade, an e s t i m a t e d  d a t e  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and a d d i t i o n s ,  r i  t e n -  
t a t i v e  i d ~ r ~ . t i f i c s t i o n  o f  s t y l e  or- d e s i g n ,  an o n - s i  t e  cornp l  e t i o n  a t  '.":: 28- 
40 clri  ti;^ l l i s t o r i c  i n v e n t o r y  shet l t ;  and a t  l e a s t  one pho tog raph  c f  i;h+ p r j r ? -  
c i p a i  f i i cade .  M e n  a v a i l a b l e  and p r ? r t ; i : i ~ n t  t h e  names and y e a r s  o t  o c c t i p a t i c n  
o f  v a r i o u s  owners has beer1 i n c l u d e d ,  w i t h  ;I f o c u s  upon those  w h i c l i  $i;?r\-! x o s t  
scc: '$ l ; j l  or. e c o n o ~ ~ r i c a l  l y  iritport.dr;t 1:o t h e  deve lopment  o f  K i r k s v l ' !  I t - .  I r :  ~ i i o s t  
i n s  t ; ! , ~ i ~ s  i l i s - t o r i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  -i r ic ' ludiny i i a r l y  photographs o f  t h e  <; t r ! ~ i - L u r e s  
and n 12.1 t i le ;  r b u i  lder /occupar i t ;s  tias been i n c l  uded. V a r i o u s  !;lap:, r l a v : .  been 
i n c l  ~ t d ~ i !  i r i  t h e  s u r v e y .  

i l i s t o r y  abou t  the town o f  K i r h s v i l l e  i s  a v a i l a b l e  f ron l  sevt.. .;? 1 > e e r a r y  
sou rces .  The two most  i m p o r t a n t  r ie re :  The H i s t o g  .- -- c;f A l l a i r  C.vuritv .~ - t/ l i ssoc ; r i ,  -. - --- 
by E.:.i. : l i o l e t t e ,  and - The Book o f  A d a i r  -- C o u n t 1  . - - . - - H i s t o r y  . . - - c o m p i l e d  d~.lrjr!:.] t h e  
Ptn!eri(;ari B i cen te r ! i a l  and e d i t e d  b v  a  Board  o f  prc ln l inent  Ada.i r T , o ~ i l ~ . L i r i s .  
La rge  :!no~ir,tz, o f  i r , f o r r ~ ~ a t i o n  were- drawt: f r o ! ~ l  a t l a s e r  and p l a t  boolts o r  Jclai t- 
Caul-1t.y arld fro111 i n t e r v i e w s  V J ~  t h  r e s i d e n t s  o t  t h e  a r e d .  A l s o  t t e l r l i ~ ?  , !~ ' t  e 
ore - i 33G c i t y  d l  r e c t o r i e s  and f i r e  i nsuranct .  Inaps. 



1830.-1861 Antebe1 ~ !urii K i r k s v i l l e  

4 s  t h e  r e s t  o f  M i s s o u r i ,  K i r k s v i l l t '  i;t.-lv.ted a s  b p d r t  o f  t i l e  j r , i ; i ~ i a r i a  
?ur.cilase of 1803. 11.1 1821 t h e  S t a t e  was ad r l i i t t ed  t o  t h e  Ur i io l i  ever; !.b:ou~jh 
t h e  b1.11 k C I F  t h a t  tet - i - i  t o r y  was u n s e t t l e d  o r  ever) broker; down i r i t c j  slits I !  
govornn~en t a l  u n i t s .  I j n t ' i  1 1841 Ada i  !,* County was a p d r t  o f  f i i-s l;. l-io',var d 
and t!..en C.!-12)-i t o n  c o i ; ~  t - i  es . A f t e r  t h e  c! en t i 01.1 o f  t h e  coun ty ,  t ! ie  i'4i ; s o u r i  
Gene!.;l A! i e m b l y  appo i r i t e d  t h r e e  nicr) t c ~  lciiat,e t h e  coun ty  s e a t .  'The 7 i t:l 
t h e y  !ccdt;cd was t h e  n o r t h w e s t  q u a r t e r x  o f  sec t ic j r !  n i n e  i n  t c w n s h j ~ i  t.,i.. F i t  
t h a t  t i w  t h e  r ~ e a r e s t  s t r u c t u i - e  t o  t he  town s i t e  was t h e  l o n g  s i r ~ i - 1  ~ i , ; -  
appe2r.ed t :dvern o f  Jesse  K i r k .  Loca'l t r , a d i - t i o r ]  hold; t h a t  M r .  a:ld IJ!r : . 
K i r k  f e d  a:~d 1 i q u o r e d  t h e  t l ~ r c e  colrimi s s i o n e r s  and - ip  y r a d i  t u d e  t t1~5y risn~eci 
t h e  >;wn a f t e r  t h e  K i r k s .  As f a r  a; i s  known no s t r u c t u r e s  f ron:  t h i r  ;cry 
eauly p w - i o d  i r ~  t h e  t o w n ' s  h i s to r , \ /  s u r v i v e .  I f  examples d i d  ren;;ii:i iiiejl 
wolr la 2l; i ;c~st c e t t a i n l y  be l o g  o r  ! n i l  l e d  wood: t h e  l o g  s t r u c t u r e c ;  b e i n g  
single pen o r  d o g t r o t ,  { b o t h  o f  w h i c h  ndve documented examples i n  i.nr 
c o i i n t y )  r:rrd t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  g f  l t i inber v a r i a t i o ~ s  on t h e  I -house .  T t_ ?;3pedrs 
c h z t  ~r i l : j  3 s t r u c t u r e s  rema in  f rorn a n t e b i l l  i ~ i m  i( i  r k s v i  1  l e  and none !:;i l,:Item 
1 i e  d i t h i u  t h e  o r i g i n a l  16 b l o c k s  o f  t h e  town. The S h a n ~  p r o ~ e r f y  ( . ; I ) ,  
t h e  Urown p r o p e r t y  (#2) and t h e  F i c k e l l  i .2s idence ( n o t  i n v e r l t o ) * i e d j  t?dve a l l  
beer) ::orrsiderably a1 t e r e d  ( t h e  l a t e r  su ~niuch as t o  make .St u r ~ i d e n t . ; f i d b l e  
as dr: ~ ! l t e b e l ' l u ! n  s t r u c t u r e ) .  The former twc a r e  v a r i a t i o n s  on t h e  1--!louse 
I .  3 0 t h  these s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  b u i  1 t L C  m i l l e d  hardwoods and I lave i :jut)- 
cia t :vt:s 3t- s o f t l o r , a l  b r i c k  and i r i ~ e s t o r ~ e .  Thc? 1  in iestone was brauqr;?. 
p r o b ~ b i y  l.r,onl t h e  C h a r i t o n  R i v e r ,  dbou t  6  l r i i l es  t o  t h e  e a s t .  A.11 ?,hest? 
s  t r u c t u ! , r s  have bland-- hewn s i  l 1s a n d / o r  c t h e r  hand hewn ,ilembers. T n e r ~ :  
a r e  r;:' repn.r-.:s u-f any l o 3  s t i - uc  t u r e s  i-eii'lai n  i rig i n  t h e  r i  t y  1  i r r l i  t s  of 
Ki r k s v i  I l t i .  

I,,-; rk: v i i 1  t. W ~ S  i n c ~ r - p o r a  t ~ d  i fi 1857, w h i l e  tiis. town ' s popu ! :t t . i  on had 
5 , ,, .ytt t:: rtltrch 700. [ j e s p i t e  t h i i  nunrber' o f  peopl:? no for.tnal chcrrcli c r  ;rho01 
b u i  l d l npb oad beer! coi!lpl e t e d .  Church sjzr.vi  ces i lnd schoo l  c l  a s s e i  r ie i '~-  he: d 
i n  ; ~ i , - i v a t e  homes 31- t h e  ~ o i ~ t ~ t i i r ~ ~ s i ? .  Re1 i y - i o i ~ s  ~ i e r v i c e s  were h e l d  5:. 
d i  l f e r e n t  deriolni n a t i o n s  arid ~.:oi~ductt;ld 3y c i  : - ~ i l i  t r i d !  ng min is te r : ,  . Bccause 
o f  ti>&:> w i d e  ~ p e c t r u l i i  of e t h n i c  backcjrounds o f  persuns s e t t l i n g  i n  i < i i . l s v l  7 l c  
nei thtau :I c o n c i s e  e thn ' i c  n o r  a  re ' l  i g i o u s  histor:{  can be t r a c e d .  As w i t h  - t h e  r t , ; ;a i : - lder  of A d s i r  C~ iunt , )~ ,  s e t t l e r s  i n  K i r k s v  i l l e  wc:)-e f r o m  i i!iincrc?e, 
K e n t ~ l c l . y ,  Oh io ,  Pli:;souri o r  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  U . S .  Per-hdps t h i s  lac1., .  o f  
coihcri-?!ice i n  t-el  i y i o u s  dnd e t h r i i c  h e r i  t aye  is r e s p o n s i ! ) l c  f o r  t h e  :;:c:w 
de\:l?lopme!lt o f  the town p r i o r  t o  t h e  C i v i l  Mar. Though v e r y  l i t t l e  e , @ i -  
dcr!i:e ii civai1,:itjle t o  show t h e  e x a c t  number o f  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  t o w r !  a t  
t h ~ i ,  i.ir;:e.: 2 ~ h o t o y r a p h  o f  t h e  L i n d e r  B u i l d i n g  soon a f t e r  i t ' s  coa:i:i?tion 
i n  j ).,L-,,!< . sl!cjws rio b u i l d i n g s  a d j a c e n t  t o  i t  and or ; ly  one i n  t h e  backg). i !~r)d.  

Tbc O i l t t ' l e  o f  K i r k s v i l l e  i s  t h e  l ~ r o s t  impor - tan t  ever l t  i n  t h e  ~ .d i - ' i )  

h i5 tc ; r .v  01' t h e  town. On August  6, 1862, t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  K i r k s v i l  :e were 
for3ce! l  t o  2 ~ a c u a t e  t h e i  r houses so C o n f e d e r a t e  t r o o p s  co t i l  d b a r r  i cad? then]- 
s e l v e i  I n  :hex. The b a t t l e  s t a r . t e d  a t  a b o u t  11:OO and c o n t i n u e d  trl- 3 
h o b r s .  i t ' s  f i g h t i n g  c e n t e r e d  around t h e  second c o u r t h c u s e  w h i c h  c a 5  
 situate^ were t h e  p r e s e n t  one s t a n d s .  T h i s  s t r u c c u r e  was comple ted ' r i  

1858, b b t  bu rned  i n  1865. References a r e  made t o  t h e  cou r thouse ,  t he  
Cunjberl arid Acadamy, t h e  I v i e  H o t e l  a!itl t h e  P a r c e l  Mansion.  The l a t t e t -  
t h r e e  were used as h0sp.i t a l  s .  T h e i r  1  o c a t i o n s ,  a1 ciny w i  t h  o t h e r s ,  i d i i  ch 
have  :;t I(.?;ist vague r e f e r e n c e s ,  a r e  show,.i on t h e  f o l  1 ow; tlg tilaps. 





K i  rk 1'6 vern  c . 184C 
Zt -own  P r o p e r t y  c .  1860 - fri2 

Cu!nber-1 and Acadenry 

Un iden t . i f ' i ed  Residence c .  1860 

Townsend S t o r e  c .  1846 

S l o a n  SaSi r l  1540 

C u t t s  or Coots i-louse 

F i r s  t Courthouse c .  1840 's  

F . i r s t  ,.:,;vil c.  18513 

Irl:idcn t : i . f . ied  Hijuse c .  1860 

I v  i ?  iiotel o r  Bt l i ' ld i r iy  c .  1860 

Sercjqd Sour thouse 1858 

iJn i r ; 'o r~ i . i f ied  Residence c.. 1860 

G P I .  '4ur;)h.y Sa loon  c .  1846 

!jt;-ider1t.i f i e 3  llo tel - poss i  b'ly N o r t h  M i s s o u r i  Hote'l 

Sbe>-woctd Iio tel 

Sa'l co l i  I:. 1860 

K i r h s v i l ' l e  Branch o f  S t .  L o u i s  Brink Et..rildiny 1859 

Hannaii General  S t o r e  c .  1855 

H~:lt-ries:, S h o p  o f  A .  Medley 

L i n d e r  3 u i i d i n g  c .  1858 

U t i i  (:ien<:i f i ed Residence c .  1850 reinodcl ed by I I - w i  r i  Ducbar c , i 1320 

Ijr1iden1:i f i e d  Residence c ,  1850 

P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church begun c .  156fi never  f i n i s h e d  

D r .  bJi! l a r d ' s  House c .  1850 

Urr id l?nl ; i f  i e d  1 s t o r y  house i n  L i n d e r  B u i l d i n g  Photo c .  1858 

P i c k e l i  House c .  1860 - remodeled c .  1920 

T h j t c h c r  S t o r e  Bu i  l d i n s  c .  1855 

IJni den1.i f i e d  Hcuse c .  1860 



The P a r c e l s  Mansion, C i r c a  1860, 
Photo C i r c a  1900 



Second A d a i r  County Courthouse, C i r c a  1853- 
55, burned 1865 



The Cumbcr : d n d  hcademy, B d i  l d i n g  #3 

The S t .  L o i r i s  !?ranch Bank Building :r18 
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Slav[: Schedules f ron i  1866 and 1850 show t h a t  s l a v e r y  was never- a g r e a t  
i s s u 2  - in t h e  cour i ty  3 r  i n  K i r k s v i l  l e .  I-!owevcr some r e s i d e n t s  d i d  have: house 
servr:nt:;. The P a r c e l  Mansion i s  s a i d  t o  have had a  r e a r  w i n g  irr wil ir.t i s l a v e 5  
were kep - t .  T h i s  home was a l s o  someth ing  of a s o c i a l  c e n t e r  and lnay i n d i c a t e  
t h e  opu l  ctlr-e o f  1 i f e s  t y l e  e n j o y e d  by  a t  1  car;t some r e s ' i d e n t s  o f  K i  r , ksv - i  l l e 
p r i o r  t q  t h e  war .  The house was d e r ~ ~ o l  i s h e d  i n  1962 b u t  a  pho tog raph  ~ l f  i t  
renia ins.  i t  i s  s a i d  t o  have had d o u b l e  p a r l o u r s  ( w i t h  a  g rand  p i a r ~ o ) ,  3 s t a i r -  
cases,  2 S a l c o n i e d  cupo la  and a  f i r e p i a c e  i n  e v e r y  room. D u r i n n  t h e  war t h e  
hocse was  h i t  by  a t  1  e a s t  one cannon and r i d d l e d  w i t h  b u l  l e t s  . 

E d u c c l t ~ o n  i n  K i r k s v i l  l t .  p r i o r  t,o t h e  war was p t -obab ly  r a t h e r  s k e t c h y .  
Appare t3 t ly  W.P. Ndson o p e r a t e d  a  s m a l l  schoo l  w h i c h  was funded  b y  t u ~ t i o n  
and \ ~ , l a t e \ l e r  p u b l i c  funds we!'? a v a i l a b l e .  He conducted c l a s s e s  rn  3 r e n t e d  
room a i  f i r s t ,  t h e n  i n  a schoo l  he had b u i l t ,  and l a s t l y  i n  t h e  Cumberland 
Bu i l d ing .  P r o b a b l y  t h e r e  were o t h e r  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l s  as we1 7 .  Ddr:n(; t h e  
war schoo l  was t o  a  l a r g e  e x t e n t  suspended. 

k e l i g i o n  has p l a y e d  an i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  t h e  s e t t l i n g  o f  t h e  c.i:~nty 
though : t ' s  r o l e  has a lways been a  secondary one. P r i o r  t o  t h e  C i v i l  Wdr 
ctlui-ch s e r v i c e s  were h e l d  b y  c i r c u i t  r i d i n g  i ; i i n i s t e r s  i n  p r i v a t e  hoine:; o r  an.y 
a v a i  1 a b l e  s t r u c t u r e .  When ' faced w i  t h  crowds o f  g r e d t e r  s i z e  r i l i  n i  s t e r s  o f t e n  
h e l d  c e r v i c e s  i n  g roves .  A f t e r  t h e  co lnp le t i o r i  o f  t h e  cou r thouse ,  i t  ~riis 

made z v a i  l a b l e  on Sa tu rdays  and Sundays f o r  re1 i y i o u s  s e r v i c e s .  

TI;:? e a r l  i e s  t rn in is teu.5 i n  t h e  K i r k s v i l  l e  a rea were b a p t i s t .  drl!! M f - t h o d i s t  
prc?c:;ers . Rev. Abr'dn: Q t i 1 : i s  r e p u t e d  t l ~  i w v e  been t h e  f i  r s  t pi!rson tr: 
d e l i v e r  a  serlnor! i n  K i r - k s v i ?  l e ,  p r o b a b l y  i n  i. 1840. He came t o  Macon County  
P4isso~i . i  i n  1630, and l i k e  u c h e r  c i r c u i t  r i : j t i i 7s ,  r o d e  t o  t h e  scat te rc : ;  s e t t l e -  
;:lent5 i n  t h e  newly  s e t t l e d  cou t i t y .  Due to  h i s  and o t h e r ' s  e f f o r t s  ti.'? B a p t i s t  
and t l r?t i iocl:st churches ga- inel l  t h e  e a r l  i f e s t  f o o t h o l d  i n  K i r k s v i  1  l e ,  a r d  rema in  
y e t  ti-:e t o w n ' s  s  t r v n b e s t  deno ! ; i i ~ * i s t i o t~s .  

i r i o r  t o  1856 K i r k s v i  1  l e  r e s i d e n t s  h e l d  r e 1  i g i o u s  mee t ings  it? horres o r  
o t h e r  !:ui i d i n y s .  I n  t h a t  y e a r  tiowever, t h e  c o u n t y  cc ju r t  i s s u e d  an 01-der 
iii:o!vir;y .i c ' s  chambers t o  be used by any r e l i g i o u s  denorr, inat. ion on Sa tu rdays  
arid 5i;ndd)'s p r o v i d e d  t h a t  i t  pias n o t  needed f o r  c o u n t y  f u n c t i o n s .  i t  e i t h e r  
a  p o i i t i c a i  o r  r a i l r o a d  speak ing  was p lanned  i t  w o u l d  t a k e  precedence o v e r  
a r e l i g i o ~ . ! s  s e r v i c e .  The use o f  t h e  c o u r t  chambers was p a r t i c u l a r l y  r : e ip fu l  
t o  der?!;!nin~t<ons w i t h  v e r y  few members, such as Roman C a t h o l i c ' s .  1 t a' l lowed 
then; t o  hc i ld  r e g u l a r  se rv i ce :  w i t h o u t  t i l e  burden o f  s u p p o r t i n g  a b u i  ' lclinc;. 

T i ~ o ~ i g h  a c c ~ r d i r i y  t o  sorile accoun ts  Ki  r k s v i l ' l e  had no c h u r c h  b u i  i d i n r j s  p r i o r  
t o  t h e  w a r s  a t  l e d s t  one r e f e r e n c e  i s  made? t o  a  P r e s b y t e r i a n  c h u r c h  soi l  t h  o f  t h e  
squai-eL 1 1  was p o s s i b l y  f r o m  i t ' s  tower t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  b a t t l e  baias v<atched. 
Tile o n l y  r e f e r e n c e  t o  a  chut-ci-I b u i l d i n g  p r i o r  t o  t h e  war was t o  t h e  C ~ i n b e r i a n d  
.Acaden~y B u i l d i n g .  The s t r u c t u r e  se rved  a v a r i e t y  o f  purposes and was a l n l o s t  
c e k ' t d i n l y  used f o r  c h u r c h  se t - v i ces .  D e s p i t e  t h e  l a c k  o f  b u i l d i n g s  i t  .is 
k.nown r .ha t  t h e  Gap t i  s t s ,  D i s c i p l e s  o f  C h i - i s t ,  i d ~ t h o d i s t s  and Presb, ,y teuisns 
had c o n q r e ~ j a t i o n s  - in K i r k s v i l  l e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  war .  



i t  seetns t h a t  K - i r k s v i l l e  came dbou t  o n l y  because i t  w a s  s e l e c t e d  as  
t h e  s i t e  f o r  t h e  coun ty  s e a t .  I t ' s  g rowth  pi. ior t o  t h e  wdr  was  s p o r a d i c .  
Much o f  t k e  p r o g r e s s  made by  i t ' s  r e s i d e n t s  wds o b l i t e r a t e d  d u r i n g  o r  a f t e r  
t he  war.. K i r k s v i  1  l e  came n o t  t o  r e l y  upon i t s e l f  b u t  upon o u t s i d e  c i r -  
cumstarices wh ich  i t isu i -ed i t s  f u t u r e .  
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A f t e r  t h e  war l i t t l e  d c t i v i  ty t o o k  p l a c e  i n  t h e  town. This pcri i :d i s  
n!au.keii by t h e  c o u r t h o u s e  F i r e  o f  1865 and t h e  suspens ion  o f  t h e  c i t y   over-n- 
ment. The f i r e  comp'lete1.y d e s t r o y e d  t i l e  two s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e .  Sornc o f  t h e  
rec(.rd:; we\.e saved and a r e  p r e s e r v e d  today  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  c o u r t h o u s ~ .  I t  
appea:;s t h a t  t h i s  e r a  was s p e n t  r r ld in ly  i n  r e - b u i l d i n g  and r e - o r y a n i z i r i g .  
A p p a r e n t l y  t h e  cour!ty was poo r  a s  i t  was n o t  u n t i l  i898 that,  a new zourhouse 
c v u l d  be c o n s t r u c t e d .  Records f rorn t h i s  p e r i o d  a r e  s k e t c h y  and i t  appears  
t t i ~ i t  ~ r t ~ t i  1  t i l e  coniirig o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  i r ~  1868, t h a t  K i r k s v i l  l e  was depressed.  
I f  exzmpit!s 0.f a r c h i t e c t u r e  e x i s t  fron: t h i s  t i rne t h e y  a r e  y e t  t o  be i den1 : i f i ed .  
The gap i r \  s t r u c t u r e s  d a t i n g  fro111 t h - i s  p e r i o d  seems t o  r c l f l e c t  t h e  l a c k  o f  
a c t i v i t y  i n  K i r k s v i l l ? .  

r ! ; lm~r ; t  a l l  chu rch  a c t i v i  t i e s  were suspended dur-,iny and f o r  a good w t i i l e  
a f t e r  t h e  war.  Most  o f  t h e  e a r l y  c o n g r e ~ a t i o n s  i n  K i r k s v i ' l l e  ueo rgan ize t l  i n  
the l a t e  ~ 8 6 0 ' s  and by 1870 rnost had s t d r t e d  t o  p l a r l  c h u r c h  b u i l d i n q s .  The 
f i r s  t chui 'c i l  b u i  l d i n g  f o r  t h e  Method is t ,  E p i s c o p a l  c h u r c h  wtls (.oiiipl cl.cd in 
1 Thc: 14. E. Church South  c o n ~ p l e t e d  two s t r u c t u r e s  i n  K i r k s v i  'I :E. i r l  1,871-7'3. 
Tht? Rapt+r ; ts  e r e c t e d  a  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  ';!I 1072. The D i s c i p l e s  c.f Ci-11-.:.;t had 
a q u ? r . ~ c r  a l o t  by 1871, L u t  t h e i r  b u ' l l d i n g  Mas n o t  comp le ted  u n t i  i 1870. The 
Pt-es!~:!ter--:an churches ( t h e  o a r 1  i c r  cony r e g a t  i o n  were ca l 1  ed t h e  Cu~i~br$r.-i and 
P!-tc:;bj,ter-i arls), were t h e  e a r l  -i es t tr; r e o r g a n i z e  a f t e r  t h e  wdr  and !)u i 1  d 
b u i l d i n g s , ,  b o t h  co t l i p l e t i ng  s t r u c t u r l e s  by 1863. I t  was a f t e r  1879 . ~ t ~ i i t  a l l  
Ep-hcopa l  denorrr in t i t ion Wis s c a r t e d  i n  K i  r - k s v i  1  l e .  A  smal l chur-ci-1 Lu!' 1 d i  11g 
was e r e c t e d  tha t .  sainn y e a r .  O t h e r  I?]- iscel 1  aneous deno i l~ i  n a t i o n s  wersc? iB t a r : f e d  
d u r i r i ! ~  t hose  y e a r s ,  but. none had ;lily i a s t i n g  success .  None o f  t ! le  ?t:cve 
~ i l c ~ n t i o n e d  b u i l d i n g s ,  nioi j t  o f  d h i c h  were  frame, s t i ' l l  e x i s t .  Altnsst. a7 1  r)f 
the111 1ret-e found ?;o be  t c ~  rimal 1,  and d u r i n g  K i r k s v i l l e ' s  f i r 5 . t  y c a r s  sf' 2:c- 

1:s i oil , werr! rep ' i  sccil. 
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: J ~  j a r  t o  t h e  corning o f  r a i l r o a d  i n  1868, K i r k s v i l l e  was r a t n e r 3  - i : i~ !a ted .  
The nc3aresc wdterwdy was t h e  C h a r i t o n  6 r n i l e s  t o  t:he w e s t ,  wh ich  w a s  n o t  a l -  
wdys i ~ i i v i < i d b l e .  A s t a g e  l i n e s  ( a t  l e a s t .  one)  s topped  i n  K i r k s v i l l e  i i n k ' n y  
i t  to tdwns suct l  d~ Edina and Men~phis.  O t h e r w i s e  t r a v e l  t o  and f~.oiir t.he 
;Irt:a .xds try h o r s e  o r  team. Taverns f r c i ~ i  t h i s  p e r i o d  rema in  i n  r u i - s l  Adair- 
Cotlnty, though norie rema in  i n  K i r k s v i l  l e  p r o p e r .  The b u i l d i  ng o f  t h e  r a i l -  
r oad  :rv.hici.l niade t r a v e l  e a s i e r  t o  and f r o m  t h e  town, combined w i  ti? t h ?  a r r i v a l  
o f  Joseph B a l d w i n  and Andrew T a y l o r  S t i l l  s e t  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  
K i r k s v i l l e  i n  t h e  l a s t  y e a r s  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  t o  t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  
The i r t e r e s t  r-esul t i n y  f r o m  t h e  r a i l  and e s t a b l  i shement  o f  s c h o o l s  i s  r e f l e c t -  
ed i t ;  t h e  r e o r g a r i i z a  t i o n  and b u i l d i n g  o f  churches d u r i n g  t h i s  t,itile, and t h e  
sarnc ; )? t t t ? rn  can be seen i n  t h e  schoo l  systems. A l s o  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  i n  
t l i e  tcJwnls t1istor.y was t h e  r e v i v a l  o f  i t ' s  government.  K i r k s v i l  le  becdrlle 
i n  1S73 a c i c y  o f  t h e  4 t h  c l a s s ,  dnd i n  1892 one o f  t h e  t h i r d  c l a s i .  

$0; l o w i n g  t h e  s e t  back o f  t h e  war', t h e  - i n te res t  i n  bu id ' l  i n y  a  net.work o f  
r a i  l  1  i n e .  r e a c h i n g  t h e  P a c i f i c  resumed. The r a i  1  r o a d  wou ld  be i ~ ! , ; ~ o r t a n t  t o  
K i r k s v i l l e  n o t  o n l y  f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  b u t  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  an o u t l e t  f c r  m a 1  
ani! ? iv~-i i : . t ;oik p r o d u c t i o n .  S ince  i t s topped  i n  K i r k s v i l  l e ,  i t  f u r t h e r  5 t r e n g t h -  
ened tiit: i :~?wn:s p o s i  t i o r !  ds t h e  ~ 'cor lon i ic  cer;t.er o f  t h e  c o u n t y .  

rhe Nor-th M i s s o i l r i  i i s . i l r o a d  was C h a r t e r e d  on March 4, 1851, and . i i i js  

a u  tho:-izecl t o  b u i l d  a  r a - i  1  1  i n e  f r o m  S t .  Char les  t o  t h e  N o r t h e r r i  b 0 r . d ~ ~  of 
t he  s t a t e .  By 1859 t h e  r a i l  system had reached Macon, w h i c h  l i e s  ': 30 
r i l e s  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  K i r k s v i l l e .  Work on  t h e  r a i  l r o a d  was h a l t e d  is1 t h e  war,  
2nd ~ f t e r ~ : a r b s  i t  was d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  f i n a n c i e r s  t o  back f u r t h e r  co ;~s t ruc -  
. . 
t :o! i .  Tkt? N o r t h  M i s s o u ~ - i  reached A d a i r  County i n  1867 and K i r k s v i i i e  uri J u l y  4 ,  
1368. T i l e  t i -a i r1 l e f t  Vdcon a t  9:3G th;r t r r io r t~ ing ,  a r r i v i n g  i n  K - i r k s v i  1 l e  two 
t1oirt.s l a t e r .  U p o t ~  i t ' s  a r r i v a l  a c e l e b r a t i o n  was h e l d  a t  a nearby grc,\ /e. Soon 
3f l.er. thi :  c ~ : ~ i p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  MaconlK i r k s v i  11 e 'I i ne, t h e  t r a c k s  wei'ti e~, t .ended 
:lor.th p j s  t  t h e  Iowa b o r d e r ,  y i v  i n g  K i  r k 5 v . i l  l e  r e s i d e n t s  access t,? Des Moines .  

I : ,  ! h i 0  work began on d rdi l l i n e  f r o m  Q ~ i n c y ,  11 i i n o i s  t o  1 K i r k s v i l 7 e .  
The I ~1.3s cornpl e t e d  by 1813. By 1888 i t had been ex tended t h r o u g h  M i  t a n  
t.o Kdric,~: S i  ty. Thi; r a i l  sys tem gave K i r k s v i l l e  r - e s i d e n t s  d i r e c t  access t o  
I i l i n r i i -  C I C  w e l l  't.2 Kansas and Nebraska.  

'wo - i?po:-tar l t  e v e n t s  he1 ped i n s u r e  K i  t ' ksv i  11 e '  s  success .  OIT wdz t h e  
a r r i , d a l  01 Joseph B a l d w i n  i n  K i r k s v i l l e  i n  1867. The o t h e r  was :rle a r * r i v a l  
o f  P , ~ c t r t r ~  T d y l o r  S t i l l  t o  t h i s  a r e a  i n  1875. B o t h  o f  t h e s e  men woul J be  keys  
t o  ~ h t -  deve l  oan~ent  o f  K i r k s v i  1  l e  because o f  t h e  s c h o o l s  t h e y  wou'ld e s t a b l  i s h .  

Al though Joseph B a l d w i n  a r r i v e d  i n  K i r k s v i l l e  i n  1867, and oper~ed a  schoo l  
-i r: ~l- i t .  r-i:?nlodeled Cumberland Acadanly b u i l d i n g  t h a t  same y e a r ,  t h e  schoo l  ( l i d  n o t  
becorr~e r e c o g n i z e d  u n t i ' l  1870. I n  t h a t  y e a r  t h e  schoo l  was recogn-izecl CIS one 
of t h e  S t a t e  Normal Schoo ls  by t h e  M i s s o u r i  Genera l  Assembly. T h i s  r-ecogni t i o n  
a l o n g  wi ti.) i t ' s  g row ing  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  academic e x c e l  l e n c e  a1 lowed t h e  schoo l  
t o  grohl. D u r i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r s  t h e  schoo l  grew s t e a d i l y ,  cranlp i r lg  i n  i t ' s  
one b . i i l d 7 n g ,  ad-1 d w i  fl ~ a l  1  . A f t e r  1900 a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  a t  t h e  s t a t e  
l e v e l  u l l o w e d  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  a  l i b r a r y  annex and l a t e r ,  a  s c i e n c e  b u i l d i n g .  
-. 
I h e s r  a l l o w e d  f a r t h e r  expans ion  o f  t he  i n s t i t u t i o n .  F i r e s  and t h e  , ;chool ls  
own expans ions  have t a k e n  a l l  o f  i t ' s  o r i g i n a l  b u i l d i n g s .  



'The F. ' !rs.t  School  o f  Osteopathy  was s k i r t e d  i n  K i r k s v i l  l e  by Anar tw 
l 'ay ' lo r  S t i  il i n  189%. M r ,  S t i ?  1  calne to K i r k s v i l l e  i n  1874 and e s t a b l i s h e c l  
a  medi ca i p r a c t i c e .  He promoted s r5evo l  u  t i  ond ry  t r e a t m e n t  o f  i 11 ness : 1)one 
mar! i ;~~. r l ; l t ion .  P r . i o r  t o  h i s  srr . . iva l  i l l  k i r l . , s v i l  It! D r .  S t i l l  had l i v e d  i n  
Yans;-s. tle knew o f  Ada- i r  County t h r o u g h  h i s  f a t h e r ,  Abram S t i l l ,  s c - i i - cu i  t 
r i d i l ' q  n ~ i r ~ i s t e r  who f r e q u e n t e d  i i o r t h e a s t e i * n  M. issour i  f o r  a t i m e .  Dr . .  S t i  1'1 ' s  
c a r e e r  i n  i:Sr,ksvi 1  l e  p rospe red  v e r y  s t e d d i  lj/ arid c u l m i n a t e d  w i t h  h i s  e s t a b l  i s h -  
merit o f  t he  o s t e o p a t h i c  s c h o o l .  The s c h o 6 l ' s  enrc j l l ! i l en t  expanded v e r y  g r e a t l y  
j u s t  .j few y e a r s  a f t e r  i t ' s  e s ~ s b i i s h r n e n t .  The i n s t i t u t i o n  p r o v i d e d  j o b s  f u r  
many K i rks ; / - i ' i  i e  r e s i d e n t s ,  expanded t h e  t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t - i o n  f r o m   student.^ and 
t h e i r  P;lii1-i'lies and because o f  i t ' s  gene ra ted  i ncon~e ,  a l l o w e d  t h e  r . i s e  o f  an 
u?per  c l a s s  o f  d o c t o r s .  Seve ra l  b u i  l d i  rtys a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  e s t a j ?  i shmen t  
o t  t;hc schoo l  ( i r e  p r e s e r v e d .  Most  i r i i po r tan t  i s  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  f i r s t  b u i l d i n g ,  
a nlociest t:vjd-rooriI s t r u c t u r e  ( f  46) . 

The ef ' fect ;  o f  t h e  si:hools conibined w i t h  K i r s v i l l e ' s  r o l e  3 s  2 ( g a l  and 
1- ives tock  c e n t e r  se rved  t c  !)lake i t  expatid r a p i d l y  i n  t h e  l a - t e  n i r i e tee r ! t h  ceri- 
t i? r . iu r  t o  1900 i n d u s t r y  p ' laved a  r e l a t i v e l y  si1:all r o l e  i n  1;11e tc lwn 's  
ecc:n;>:l!y. The t o w n ' s  a r c h i  t e c t u r e  was businesr ;es,  schoo l  b u i  l d i n y s  arlcl t h e  
; tri ict .u~.c-s assoc- ia t e d  .~li t h  i t ' s  r e s i d e n t s ,  homes o c c u p i e d  by  doctol-:  
f a c u l t y  of' t h e  s c h o o l s  and t h e  t0wr.i r e s i d e n c e s  o f  f a r ~ q e r s  and c o a l  liien. P, 
good dea l  o f  t h e s e  st.r.ucturez, e x p e c i a l l y  t h e  most  i r i i p ress i ve  ones ha!!? & is -  
appeared o r  been c o n v e r t e d  t o  apa r tmen ts .  K i  r k s v i  I 1  e '  s  p r o s p e r  T t y  i ; marked 
n o t  s n l y  t1.y i t ' s  o p u l e n t  r e s i d e n c e s ,  b u t  a l s o  by  \ ~ a ! ~ i o u s  pub l i c ,  works  du r inc j  
t h i s  t in ie .  K i r k s v ' i l l e ' s  f i r s t  pub1 i c  w a t e r  l i n e s  were  opera .b le  i l l  !8t.;tc. I n  
1890 sewer. and d r a i n a g e  1  i n e s  were i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  c i  ty,  and i r :  1885 t h e  
c i t , y  s t a r t e d  t o  pave i t ' s  s t r e e t s .  A s i d e  t r o m  t h e s e  improveri-lents, t t te  11iost 
inrpor taii-i f o r c e s  wh ich  sha,ped K i  r k s v i  1  l e  were random o u t s i d e  forces,:  t h e  
cyc l c r i e  o f  1899 and t h e  f i r e s  t h a t  p lagued  t h e  downtown a rea .  

N c t a b l  e  s t r u c t u r e s  ren ia in i  ng f ror i l  t h i s  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e  I t a l  i d n a t e  re:;;- 
dences f:-om t h ?  e a r l y  1 8 7 0 ' s  ( # I s  5-13) t o  Queen Anne homes f rom t h e  i 88 ! I t s  
2nd 9d's ( + I S  16-71) .  A l s o  a r e  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  s t o r e s  around t h e  square  and t h e  
Dockek-y H o t e l  . Some c f  t h e  e a r l  i e r  s t r u c t u t - e s  c o n t i n u e  t h e  t r a d - i  t io r r  o f  t h e  
f u l l  c l r  h d l f  I - house .  The Johnson House ( # 9 ) ,  and t h e  S lone  House {P1.0) a r e  
b o t h  good 2xamples. Most  r e m a i n i n g  s t r u c t u r e s  f r o m  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s  a r e  i n  t h e  
Queen Annr s t y l e .  Most  o f  t h e s e  a r e  e i t h e r  h i p p e d  (one o f  two s t o r y )  o r  Gab le  
an6 Wing. I n  b o t h  cases t h e s e  hoines were e m b e l l i s h e d  w i t h  bay ~; indov~c.  and 
f ~ l l  p a r t i a l  e n t r a n c e  porches.  The Cub ine House ( # 1 9 )  i s  a  we1 1 p r e s e r v e d  
exarnp:e o f  t,he f o r m e r .  The S a l l a d a y  House (#?4 )  shows a  v a r i a t i i j n  o f  a  Gab le  
and i.ling Queen Anne w i t h  a  f r o n t  f acade  po rch .  

i h e  A d a i r  County Cour thouse,  comple ted 1899, #51, i s  one o f  t h t  te:! 
Richar  d s o n i a n  s t r u c t u r e s  f r o m  t h i s  e r a  t o  s u r v i v e ,  A l s o  
r a  t n t r .  r a r e  at-e we1 1  p r e s e r v e d  comrnerci a1 s t r u c t u r e s .  However', t h e  [:ockery 
H o t e l  n2s s l t r v i v e d  w i t h  f ew  a l t e r a t i o n s  e x c e p t i n g  i t ' s  l o w e r  s t o r - j .  I t  d l 5 0  

r e p r e s e n t s  a  l ~ o p u l a r  m a t e r i a l ,  p ressed  t i n ,  and t h e  comnion l o o s e  aclaptat ' ion 
o f  l t d l i a n  Rena issance m o t i f s .  



:4e p r e s e n t  p u b l i c  schoo l  system began t o  t a k e  shape d u r i n g  th'i:, same 
t in ie.  : . : lasses were  h e l d  r e g u l a r l y  i n  1867-68 i n  v a r i o u s  r e n t e d  hu.i ' l d i  ngs.  
The t ':r,(;t p u b l i c  schoo l  b u i l d i n g  was began i n  1869. The two s t o r y  b r i c k  
st rbct ,~: : -e.  I t ' s  f o u r  rooms soon p roved  inadequa te  and t h e  tok;n hegari r e n t -  
i n g  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s .  Uespi  t e  t h e  need f o r  c lassrooms i n  K i r k s v i l l e ,  t h e  
f i r s t  t:o!!!l i s s u e  i r i  1884 was de fea ted .  I t  was n o t  u n t i ' l  1887 t h ~ t  l ~ ~ n d i n g  
was v o t e d  t o  b u i l d  two new schoo ls .  As K i r k s v i l l e  grew s t e a d i l y ,  so ,did 
e r r r v l  irnent by 1898 two more b u i l d i n g s  were  needed and a f t e r  t h e  bo:,d i s s u e  
passed,, work was s t a r t e d  i n  1299. None o f  t hese  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  e x t a n t .  
For  var ious  reasons d l  1  were r e p l a c e d  ~ f t e r  1900 by l a r g e r  s t r u c t u r e s .  

I t  \-!a:; d u r i n g  1874-1875 t h a t  a schoo l  was establ- istred foi. t i l e  r jegro 
p o p u l a t i o n .  l 'hough t h e r e  were never  nlany b l a c k  c h i l d r e n  i n  I( : i rksv< i i ?  a 
schoo l  c a l l e d  I . . i ~ -~co l r i  was b u i  1  t i n  187;'. Most o f  i t ' s  s t u d e l i t s  l.vcre de- 
scencients o f  househo ld  s l a v e s  fro111 K i r k s v i  1  l e .  

I t  f i o u l d  appear,  t h a t  t h r o u g h o u t  i t ' s  h i s t o r y ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  : i t s  ;ornnlerq- 
c i a 1  s e c t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e  town has been p lagued  by  fir-3es. (Ment io r i  i :,  lade otily 
 rare‘^:? o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  f i r e s . )  A t  l e a s t  a l l  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  around t h e  
C ,c,uiirci I have been r e p l a c e d  one o r  rnore t i m e s .  T h i s  owes f i r s t  t-o these  
s t r - u c t u r e s  b e i n g  commonly o f  frame, and t h e  inadequacy o f  w a t e r  sy,;teins t o  
e x t i t c j u i s h  f a s t  s p r e a d i n g  b l a z e s .  The f i r s t  m a j o r  f i r e  i n  K i r k s ! v i i l ~  w i l s  i n  
1873, when t h e  e n t i r e  wes t  s i d e  o f  t h e  square  was d e s t r o y e d .  Between t h a t  
fi r e  and t h e  rrlore e x t e n s i v e  one i n  1890 t h e  square  has had a t  leas ' :  7 oti ler-s 
wh ich  des1;royed c o n s i d e r a b l e  p r o p e r t y .  The l a s t  and w o r s t  f i r e  o c c u r ~ : ~ d  on 
Marc\: 15, 1890. The b l a z e  s t a r t e d  on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  square  ar;cl be- 
f o r e  i t  W ~ I S  under  c o n t r o l  had d e s t r o y e d  a l l  b ~ r  t t h r e e  b u i l d i n g s  irn t h a t  s i d e  
o f  t h e  b l o c k .  T h i s  arld t h e  o t h e r  f i r e s  o b l i t e r a t e d  a l rnos t  e n t i r e l y  t h e  r e -  
!na i n j n g  s1;ructures f rom b e f o r e  1862, making i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  visualize t h e  
t(iwt1 <it .  t h ~  t i m e  o f  t h e  b a t t l e .  As i t  i s ,  most  CJI t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  dl-ound t h e  
squarc  d a t e  c .  1830-1900, though o f t e n  these a r e  u n r e c o g n i z a b l e  bec:abse o f  
l d t e r  add< t i o n s  o r ,  mos t  commonly, a1 t e r a t l o n s  t o  facades.  

As ide  f r o m  t h e  f i r e s  wh ich  p lagued  K i r k s v i l l e ,  a  gr-eat  t o r n a d ?  i n  1399 
n e a r l y  w iped o u t  t h e  town. The s t o r m  h i  t t h e  sou thwes te rn  p a r t  o f  K i r k s l ~ i l l e  
or; Api- i ' l  2 7 ,  and d e s t r o y e d  r e s i d e n c e s  .in an i t - r e g u l a r  p a t h  wh ich  l e d  d i a g o n a l l y  
t h r o u g h  t h ?  town. Apparen t  f rom photographs t a k e n  a f t e r  t h e  s t o r m  a r e  t n e  
' l a r g ~ :  ;~!r;ounts o f  houses e i  t h e r  e n t i r e l y  d e s t r o y e d  o r  a  t l e a s t  so heav.i l y  
danjayed a<; t o  be necessary  t o  be r e b u i l t .  It i s  t h o u g h t  t h d t  a gocd dea l  o f  
t h e  r.eri16.i i l i  ng a n t e b e l  i urr~ r e s i  dences were d e s t r o y e d  by i;he t o r n a d o .  t-lundreds 
o f  i-~vnles were d e s t r o y e d  and 40 l i v e s  were l o s t .  o u t r i g h t *  A i d  t o  t h e  storrri 
v i c t i m s  was s t a r t e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  d e s p i t e  t h e  s t i  11 dangerous weather  a f t e r  t h e  
tornai io.  Most  o f  t h e  town wh ich  was damaged by t i l e  t o rnado  was i ,ebui l t  f a i r l y  
c j l r i c i t l y  dnd thus  accounts  f o r  t h e  l a r g e  number o f  l a t e  V i c t o r i a n  str: l : tures 
i n  t h a t  p2u.t o f  t h e  town. 

The c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  r a i  1  system i n  K i r k s v i l l e  made i t ' s  s i  f u a t i o n  
some!,~hat b e t t e r  and reduced t o  an e x t e n t  i t ' s  i s o l a t i o n .  The two e d u c a t i ~ n a ' l  
i n s t i t ~ ~ t i o n s ,  t h e  S t a t e  Normal School and t h e  School o f  Osteopathy  drew 
p e o p l c  f r o m  d i v e r s e  a reas  and backgrounds f o r  e d u c a t i o n  and t e a c h i n g .  
i a s t l y  t h e  open ing  Lo a  l a r g e r  e x t e n t  t h e  c o a l  f i e l d s  i n  t h e  Nov inqer  a rea  
p r o v i d e d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  new j o b s .  These f o r c e s  combi ned he1 ped s w e l l  
t h e  co r lg rega t ions  o f  t h e  churches a l r e a d y  - in K i r - k s v i l l e ,  and a l l o ~ v e d  t h e  
es tab1 i shment o f  s e v e r a l  new denomina t ions .  



The e x t e n t  o f  g rowth  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l  ishec! churches wds so g r e a t  t ,hat  
new b u i l d i n g s  were r e q u i r e d .  D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s  and 9 0 ' s  a1 1  t h e  c h u r ~ h  
s t r t c c t u r e s  f r o m  .the l a t e  1860 's  t o  t h e  1 6 7 0 ' s  were  derno*lished and r e p l a c e d  
by b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e s ,  u s u a l  i y  i n  t h e  I ? i c h a r d s o n i a n  Komanesque s t y l e .  Excep- 
t ~ o n s  t o  t h i s  were t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  Church and t h e  Episcopa' l  Ct :urch,  b o t h  
of t hese  were franle. A l l  t h e  churches f rom t h i s  e r a  have been destr-o.yed. 
Most  o f  t hese  s t r u c t u r e s  have been dernol i s h e d  by  t h e i r  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  r.o a1 l o w  
f o r  new s t i - u c t u r e s .  The C s t h o l  i c  Church however was d e s t r o y e d  by t h e  c y c l o n e  
o f  1099. There -is o n l y  arie e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h e  above. The srnal 1  f rame b u i  l d i  ng 
o f  t h e  A f r i c a n  M e t h o d i s t  Ep iscopa l  Church, if14, c o n s t r u c t e d  1878, s;ir../ ives 
as  an apartment house. The chu rch  i t s e i  f' was o r g a ~ i z e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  scicie 
p e r i o d ,  i r -  h e l d  i t ' s  f i r s t  s e r v i c e s  i n  1872. 



1900- 1925 - 

The ii!ajor era of coal production i r ~  Adair County was from 190C-!112:3.. 
Dk.iring tha t  tirne the r a i l  systems stopr~ing i n  Kit-ksville were a il?ajor user 
of coal ,  c~r~a major shippers of i t  as well .  The corlnecting of Kirksvj ' le by 
rai  l tc 74ti:iraska a n d  Kansas opened new 111a r~e t s .  The capi ta l  generiitecl by 
t h j s  i n d i i r , t r y  and the large  number of people who came to  the courlty tc)  w o r k  
the cc i l  f:ieids swelled the population rjf - i t ' s  ceritcr, I\iovinger, and lsci 
increased t he  popujation and impor-tdnce o f  Ki rksvi 11 e .  

The grov~th i s  ref lec ted in the s i z e  of the Osteopathic as  we! 1 a:; the 
Norma l Sch.sol ' s  campuses, in new 1 arger chl.rrch bui 1 dings, and the groc,ii r ~ g  
nunher of i~ubl i c  bui 1 dings. D1.1r.i tig t h i s  titlie there was a1 so a gro~vi rrc ;  i r:ter- . - 
e s t  i!i p i ; h l  i c  in!provenients, t h i s  i s  ref lec ted in such public bi; I l d i n ~ s . .  

The osteopathic school and hospital had both prospered in ti\? l d t c  
1808'5 an(! continued to  do so during the t?aiY1y twentieth century. Ljuildings 
on i  t ' s  campus d d t i  r ~ g  from the 1890's were proverl inadequate and il iiew hos- 
p i t i :  was coiiiplcted . i n  1905. A new college classroorri building was a l , o  badly 
needei~. I t was completed in 1920. A rlew building which provided hous i ng 
f o r  ~ t i i t l p r ~ t ; ~  in ';tie nursing prograin was a1 so constructed cluri ng t h  i 5 t inie. 

The Plornial school students were a'll taught in the f i r s t  building on the 
carirpur; s t a r t ed  in 1873. Though large ,  i t  had proved inadequate 5 ta r t ing  iil 
the 7 ,1 t e  1.800's. I n  1901 funds were provided through a s t a t e  app rc~ r i a t - i cn  
for 6 three s tory  Library Hall. As s t i l l  more :;pace was sieeded fo r  ttict  e x -  
p ~ n d i  rig st.1.1dent body, Science Hal 1 , #62, was completed in 1905. After- 1924 
a gyrnnasi~rn/audi torium was cotistructed, and a new 1 i  brary a f t e r  the p~ev ious  
one b~~rneci .  Of these buildings only the  auditorium, 1 7 4 ,  has reinained i r t  
i t ' s  ;?riyir!dl form. 

'?cl is<ous bodies f e l t  .the need to  exparid as  wcl l .  The F i r s t  P,c-i:-,byteria? 
Church, 1 7 6 ,  i s  a f i n e  example of an ear1.y congratior, er rect ing a t::oli,,r~? 
s t r u c t u f e  to meet i  t ' s  needs. The churctl, l ike many other bui1dl:ngs during 
t h i s  -time was designed by Kirksvil le  res ident  Irwin Dunbar. He a l so  designed 
tt7e Ejj.is~~pd-i Church, # 7 l ,  which had a lso  expanded. I n  1905 the Ca t hc~ l i c  
Churcil bras a l so  b u i l t  replacing the ear'l i e r  one which had beer) d ~ : ~ : : - ~ , y ' i ' d  by the 
cycl o w  o f  1899. 

- 
: G  m e e t  the expanding population Kirksvil le  schools a l so  had t o  z x p a n d .  

Bui i t  cii~ririg t h i s  tiine was the Lincoln School , t68 ,  in 1914, which servec; 
the b l a c k  students of Kirksvil le  unt i l  the students were integrated w i t h  the 
otner scticols i n  1954. Corripleted the following year was a new h i q h  sctiool 
buildinq. A new high school was completed in 1924, as well as two priniary 
sct-loo? s  . 

Xost impressive during t h i s  time period a r e  the number of p u b l i c ,  use 
buildings. Anloung these a re  the Kennedy and Princess Theatres,  the Sd~journers 
Library and the OOF Building. Perhaps most important of the new s t ruc tu res  
fro111 th i s  period i s  the Shoe Factory. completed 1908. I t  was amoung the very 
f i r s t  i ndustr-ies established in the town. Styles during t h i s  period range 
froni Moorish to  Gothic Revival . Marly of the more un~sudl  themes were intev-pret- 
ed by Irwin Dunbar. 



R e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  a l s o  show a g r e a t  range .  
Thouqn Queen Anne i n s p i r e d  homes were p o p u l a r  y e t ,  many exan~p les  o f  s i m p l e r  
fout-square s t r u c t u r e s  su \ - v i ve .  A good example wou ld  be t h e  Chadwick house, 
664.  A l s o  e x t a n t  a r e  M i s s i o n  houses such as t h e  England/Beard house, #80. 
I t  i s  from t h i s  p e r i o d  3 f  rrrlrch w e a l t h  and expans ion t h a t  K i r k s v i l l e ' s  r e -  
m a i n i n g  mansion s u r v i v e s .  The S t i l l / A t l a s  House, #65, was comple ted i n  1910. 
I t  was p r o b a b l y  t h e  l a s t  o f  t h e  g r e a t  houses t o  be b u i l t  by  merchants  u r  
i n s t r l r c t o r r : .  I t  i s  a l s o  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h o  School  o f  O s t e o p a t h i c  M e i f ~ c i n e .  



Ki rksvi ! 1 e After 1925 -- -- -. - -- 

As the era of great  wealth tdpered off  with the gradual clo5ing o f  thc 
coal f ' e lds  around the Kirksvil l e  a rea ,  the lessened production i v  coal had 
f a r  roaching e f fec t s  b u t  niainly i t  lowered ra i  1 t r a f f i c  through ii,irksi8i 1 l e .  
This 'r n ?i.luJn resul ted i 11 1 ess  trade goi ng on i r? the town and 1 ess revt:rlue 
gained by t h e  c i t y .  When the depression h i t ,  Kirksvil le  was 5s inacleq.iately 
p repdrd  t c  deal with i t  as any other Ainerican cornmuni ty .  

5ilrinrj the ear ly  i930 's  poverty s t r icken fdmilies were forct:ci LO ?ppeal 
to e j  ther  tile county court. or the privat.e agencies f o r  a id .  Thest.! tigcr~cies 
received 1.t f i r s t  no fullding iron1 the federal yi:~vernment and i t  w a 5  Cia I y 
l d t e r  triat adequate funding was given to  thern. The county t r i ed  t o  cc ;x  by 
g i \ ~ i n g  fro.!: whatever funds i t  had $10-20 per family. A group o f  i< i r~ svS ' l l e  
!%!omen oiyanized themselves to  sew and repair  clothing so  tha t  needy cilildren 
would 52 able to  wear them to  school . This project, was taken over ky the 
ci t y .  The c i t y  moved i t  from the room donated by a local businessman to t h e i r  
owrl fac i  l i  t i e s  and suppleniented i t  with a canning ki l.chen and vegetable garden 
Evcnt~;(i?ly Kirksvil lc  c i t izens  were aided by the programs of the New I.)eal. 

A1 ;o *iiacie avai lab1 e throuqh the federal government were pri:grams f o r  
the pavjng of s t r e e t s ,  the i n s t a l l a t i on  of curbs and s!dewalks, a n d  expansicn 
or* addi tior-i of buildings on the two campuses. O f  these works on'ly the brick 
s t r e e t s  a n d  the sidewalks st?erri tc? have been comp1el;ed p r io r  to  1936.  Two 
bui ld-ings ~,viiicti were constructed during t h i s  period were the Mason-i;: !:.31l, 
$79,  a n d  the Daily Express Building, $73.  However, both of these were s t a r t -  
ed b ~ f - . ~ : ! ~  the t rue  beginning of  the depression. Greenwood school was ? t a r t ed  
i n  1934 a s  a work project  funded by the U . S .  Government. O n  the wholt! the 
l d c k  of buildings corr~pleted during t h i s  era r e f l e c t s  the depressiori wti.icl.1 wds 
f e l t  tot-ouyhout the s t a t e s .  I t  was r~o t  unt.il the rev i t a l i z ing  e f f e c t  of 
Wori d W3t- ;I t h a t  Kirksvi 11  e woul rl t ru ly  rXecover. With tha t  recover-y powever 
came i.iir! end of many folk t rad i t ions  i n  a rch i tec tu re ,  and denio1it.ion 0.i rat:,y 
s ~ r u c t u r e s  in the name of progress. 



Conc'l us i  on -. -. -- - .- -- 
I<i:..ksvil l e  bounds i n  i t ' s  1 imi.ts a  moderate density of s.tructure: from 

as early as 1860 through 1336. Because of the pattern of expansior; ill the 
town, d s  well a s  the damage done by f i r e  a n d  tornado, a  cohesive d i s t ie ic t  
c ~ u l d  not be established. This survey intended to provide a sanloling : ~ f  
major s t y l i s t i c  types wit.hin the t o w n ,  a n d  to record the histor~y and Appear- 
ance o f  these structures before they disappear. The buildings w h i c h  a r e  ci ted 
i n  the sheets are  examples of the s tyles  adapted t o  local t a s t e ,  as whlll as 
purer exainples a n d  bui ldi  rigs designed by a rch i tec t s .  I n  th i s  repor.!. .reefer- 
ences to nc: longer extant s t ructures  are made to give a bet ter  ir.'ea (3F the 
ori yirlal town, and because of t he i r  purtenancp t o  his tor ical  infc;v*ri;ation. 
Frorn t r t i s  Phase 1 survey i t  appears t h a t  a  dis t r jc i .  of h i s tor ic  s.tu.!ictlrres 
can  no 'onger be found here. 
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V-iolet"te, E .M.  H i s t o r y  of ---- A d a i r  County  - -  M i s s o u r i ,  --- ---- K i r k s v i l  l e  
Joub  n a l  ~ r i ' n t i n y  Company, i~ll- 
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