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10. Designate a Community Partnership Area south of Samuel Shepherd Dr. (Forest 
ReLeaf’s City Tree Farm)

9. Designate the Joplin House Courtyard as a Special Event Area, to be utilized for outdoor
programming and community hub.

8. Develop a Ragtime Garden east of the Shepherd Row Houses.

7. Rehabilitate the Shepherd Row Houses for outreach programming, urban initiatives,
and community partnerships.

6. Develop a dog park west of the Shepherd Row Houses.

5. Designate a Service Area and construct a workshop north-west of the Shepherd Row
Houses.

4. Develop dedicated off-street parking for visitors.

3. Designate an Interpretive Area west of The Rosebud (foundations).

2. Develop ADA parking behind the Delmar Row Houses to provide accessible entry to the
historic site.

1. Rehabilitate the Delmar Row Houses for outreach programming, urban initiatives, and
community partnerships.
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Do you have any comments or suggestions regarding 
Scott Joplin House State Historic Site? 

1. It is great to see increased investment and attention to this 
important site that celebrates St. Louis's rich cultural heritage. 
With development in the surrounding area, the timing seems 
ideal. I like the ideas of a tree farm and garden given Joplin's 
strong personal connections to nature and the affiliation with 
Missouri State Parks. 

2. A dog park can get gross looking quickly, so careful thought 
should go into the design. The different plots should feel 
cohesive. 

3. Making the Rosebud open again for events 
4. Anything to rehab a blighted area is welcome 
5. I think that creating more usable space is a great thing. Just 

wondering what the staffing of the site will be like after 
increasing the usable space by 3-4 types of spaces? 

6. Love the urban nursery idea! 
7. I had a great visit learning about the ragtime era. 
8. It is a great site and would like to see it expanded. It would also 

be nice if the state promoted the site more broadly. Also, the 
site could use more resources from the state.  

9. The workspace seems far from the heart of the site. 
10. Please add a playground instead of dog park. A playground 

makes this location a welcoming place for families with 
children who should also learn about Scott Joplin and St. Louis' 
music history. I don't understand how a dog park fits into the 
mission of the house, but having a playground (a music themed 
one would be ideal) promotes the idea that all people are 
welcome.  

11. I think all park/sites should have state park branded penny  
presses  

12. Create an interactive program with music, trees and plants for 
kids. Perhaps instrument exploration activities and tree planting 
activities targeted toward kids even young toddlers. 

13. I think it's a great idea to fill in these empty lots and revitalize 
the buildings, some of which are boarded up! When it comes to 
adding off-street parking, I would recommend sticking with the 
walkable character of the neighborhood and making sure 
there's a bus stop and bike infrastructure as a higher priority 
than parking (but also including ADA parking!). 

14. Guided tours and on-site ragtime musicians, as well as historic 
reenactors.  Further, information on sheet music and early 
music formats like wax cylinders and 78 RPM.  And finally, 
detailed information on the Progressive Era generally with a 
dedicated gift shop. 

15. Many people aren't aware this historic site exists. There needs 
to be more publicity.  

16. Looking forward to new development of the Scott Joplin. That 
will serve as a beacon of hope throughout the community, St. 
Louis, and visitors. 

17. Just that more people should know about this historical site. 
18. I love the idea to keep the piece of furniture that was damaged 

during the break in. It marks another time in history making the 
site even more historic. 

19. More documentation would be great 
20. Maybe an occasional piano class. 
21. Fun! 
22. It's great to see this working to be more of a community space. 
23. Excellent people to interpret house. 
24. Hooray for the initiatives and partnerships 
25. It is important to make the site a hub for civic engagement and 

activism through the provision of spaces for meeting events 
and programming. In addition, site should promote the areas 
ant interpret local history that contextualizes Scott Joplin’s life 
and legacy. 

26. What about Pianos for People for one of the outreach 
programs? Using collaborative musical (teachers) with other 
instruments for teaching children. 



3 
 

27. It would be neat to get rid of the asphalt and uncover original 
red brick road under Delmar. 

28. NA 
29. We need 3 full time employees to continue to develop better 

record keeping policies/procedures that will assist in the 
continuity of operations at the site as well as to be better 
prepared in the face of disaster. Neighborhood history is vital to 
Joplin’s story, include it in mission statement. Temperature 
controlled archive. Online access to museums collection so 
researchers know that we have and we can build 
interoperability. 

30. A parking lot would be very hot and hard on the AC in the 
houses, especially because of their age. Maybe the uneven 
ground in the backyard of the house be levelled out. There are 
so many divots that it’s unsuitable.   

 

Do you have comments or suggestions regarding 
Missouri state parks and historic sites? 

1. They are a great resource...I wish more people were aware of 
how much our state has to offer!  

2. Invest dollars into making the destination into an urban oasis, 
just as the state parks serve as a forested oasis 

3. Please add more African American and other ethnicity parks  
4. Trade schools for various crafts/trades 
5. I hope they continue to share the history and have employees 

that really care about it like Ashley. 
6. You are doing a wonderful job! Keep it up! 
7. More parks and sites within the city.  
8. Please focus on people of ages and abilities and how they 

connect with the Scott Joplin House.  
9. We love them... keep em coming! More protection and 

conscious care for MO natural green spaces please! 
10. Focus on the late 19th century and early 20th century primarily. 

11. I would love to be partner in the development of the Scott Joplin 
House where I serve as a devoted committee member. 

12. I wish the historical sites had as much priority as the state 
parks. 

13. No 
14. Keep teaching our youth and the visitor about the past. It's 

important to know our history as American people. 
15. Appreciate these services! Thanks 
16. I think all the Mo State Parks need to do more outreach to 

African American and other communities to allow them to use 
and be aware of what the state parks have to offer (schools, 
church, etc.) 

17. Missouri State parks needs to consider the importance of the 
African American site to their parks, city inclusion, and 
community prominence. 

18. Thank You 
19. Give more love to one of your only historic sites in the whole 

system with an African American focus that provides 
interpretation. 

20. Provide more shelter areas near historic sites. Shelters from 
rain and the elements especially for handicapped persons. It's 
hard for folks to get cover from rain in many parks and historic 
sites. 
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