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Proposed future address of Hawken House:

Northeast Corner of Southwest Park (City Park)

Rock Hill Hoad

Webster Groves, ilissouri 63119
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Proposed future owner of Hawken House:

Webster Groves Historical Jociety
l, ¥ast Loclkirood

Webster Groves, Missouri 63119

Through the City Government of iebster Groves,. ilissouri, the
Webster Groves Historical Society has applied to the Department
of Housing and Urban Development for maiching funds to re~locale
and restore the Hawken House, The house has been chosen by HUD
as one of twenty in the 34, Louis County arca to recelive federal
funds for preservation., As yet, no funds have been granted to
this project.

The present owmer of the bnilding plans to construet a parking
lot on the site of the house and has given the City of Vebster
Groves first option on its purchsoss.

The building's use, when re-located, will be as an historie
house museum and office of the Vebster Groves Historical
Society.
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196}
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[7. DESCRIPTION

{Check One)
™ Excellent X3 Good 3 Fair (7] Deteriorated ] Ruins ] Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)
= Alifrcd 3 Unaltered ] Moved & Origira! Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

CONDITION

General Description

The Hawken House in Vebster Groves, idssouri, is a transitlonal
architectural structure exhiibiting the central hall symnstrical
plan and general format of a Pederal style residence and also
includes details and proportions characteristic of the mid
nineteenth century Greck Revival and "Vietorian® styles, GCon-
structed of red brick, the house faces north with a full base-
ment in two sections, and has a two-story "I' shaped olan. This
residence was constructed in 1557 and is a conservabive exarple
of the more substantial country and suburban homes bullt in the
St. Iouis area in the 1850's and 50's.

The main block of the house has a syrmetrical floor plan with a
central stair hall. 4 two-story ell to the rear (south) is
lined by a two-sbory woocden gallery zlong its east side.

Exterior

The exterior walls rest on a wiite limestone foundation of coursed
rubbls masonry, sot in lime cement mortar and exvending aboult two
feet above ground, The first story of an originally one-bay wide,
twro-story front entry porch and pediment wazs enlarged to three

bays sometime before 1913 (drawing of 1913 chotograph is attached).
This portico has since besn rewoved enbtirely and will be restored
in the preservation plan, '

Sallery

The rear two-story gallery extends along the entire east side of
the back wing with its roofl supported by four square colwms, 7!
on center. The gallery roof continues the slope of the shed roof
over the ell, Some parts ol the present wood railing may be
original.

Cornice

An elzborate bracketed cornice with concealed, metal lined gutters
on the north facade is original, but has been pieced togebiaer to
close a space caused by the removal of the cenvral porch. The
rear cornieces are plain with attacihed metal gubters.

Roof

The roofing material is now composition shingles and was originally
sawed wood shinzles. The front vortion of the house has a simle
ridge rool with easlt gable end and west paranet gabls ends The
west pavapel extends south al a nish level to receive the shed

rooi of the rear wing with 2 sloping parapet at its south end.

338
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ChimneE

There are four chimeys, included within and flush with the
exterior walls, DBoth chirmneys contein double flues, One is
centered on the east gable wall and another, opposite it, on
the west gable wall, These accomiodate the four original fire-
places, The other two chimmeys are on the west wall of the
back wing and were built for stove flues,

Brick

A1l of the exterior wzlls are of hand made red brick, fired on
the site and laid in cormmon bond, They are wpainted on the
exterior and plastered and papered on the interior of the house.

Doors and Windows

Door and window openings are exazgerated vertically in their
proporvional relationship to the wall surfaces as expressed in
mid-nineteenth ecentury structures but not characteristic of the
early Federal siyle,

Hone of the first or second floor exterior doors are original,
with the possible exception of the souvth rear gallery door, All
of the exterior doors exhibit hardware of recent date. The
north facede is 5 bays wide with eizht syrmetrically placed
double-hung windows wi.dch have 6 over & light sash. The
exterior louvered shutters have also been removed. The base-
ment windows are singls lisht sash. A1l of the exterior

windowrs have heavy wooden sills and lintels painted white., The
front doorway has a 6 light transom and 5 lizhts on each side.
General configuration and materials in this doorway are original
with the exception of the door itself,

Interior
First Floor

The main block of the house 1s divided symmetrically into an
east parlor, 15' x 15', and a west parlor, 15! x 1&6' flanking
a central stair hall. The ell to the resr is divided into a
dining room 15! x 13! and a kitchen 15' x 10', The interior
has not been greatly chainged, Sliding deors betsreen the west
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parlor and dining room were removed ca, 19L5 and this door wall
was moved about two feet south to enlar;e the west parlor. the
passaze and doorway bebwsen the dining room and kitchen has been
moved fronm the west side of the south dining room wall to the
east side. A modern sink and cabinets have bezen installed on
the weat wall of the kitchen and a srall window above the sink
has been added., The area Letween the kilchen and dining room
originally contained a stair from the lower east gallery to the
two second floor bedroons in the rear wing, has bzen aliered
and nou encloses a stair to the basenent.

A1] firel floor ceilings are ien feet high., The typical windows
in the east and west parlors and dining room are 6 over & liznt
sagh, have wooden frawes, and exiibit a simple raised panel
between sill and floor. The kitchen windows are framed above
the sill only, The interior doors sheow four flat panels
trirmed with a trpical sirple moliing of the period. Alrost
all the interior doors have rim locks. Ialf of them are
original and the other half appear %o have been added alter

the construction of the house. All have porcelain knobs. The
four orisinal weodovurning Tireplaces are still operational,
althourh the fireboxes shov sore alteration. The orizinal
wooden mantel in the west parlor was reslaced in 1945 by a
later (1880) marble one,

The central entry "U" stairwell Is original,

~

Second Floor

The second floor congisted orisinally of four bedrooms, almost
equal in size. The two in the main block were on cither side of
the second floor front shair hall and had heating fireplaces;

the other two were to the rear of the west front bedroom above
the kitchen and dininy room of the "L", ‘These two rooms were
heated by initeraccess stoves, orovided by a deorway, and, in turn,
a doorwar provided access to the west front bedroorm, The rear
bedrooms also each had a door which opened onto the second floor
of the east gallery. The back stair accoss to these bedroors has
been previously mentioned. any changes have been made to these
rear "IM bedrooms as repards their access and the addition of a
modern bath. The east woll of the main block west frount bedroonm
was removed and a partition wall bullt 3' to the west. A
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partition wall was also built 3% west of the east wall of the
north "L" bedroom. These partitions met and formed a hallway
along the east side of these rooms. The north L' bedroon
was converted into a modern bath and closeb space for the
adjoining bedrooms, (Refer to floor plan).

The second floor ceilings are 10! in the main block and 8! 10¢
in the "I wing., The windows are 6 over 6 light double-hung
sash. Thne second floor interior doors have four flat panels.
Each door panel, doorway, and window display irim moulding with
slightly peaked lintel.

Floors

Floor joists throughout the house are 2 x 10" rough sawed, 16"
on center, supporting &% wide pine flooring. Iater hardwood
flooring, installed ca. 1945, covers all the original flooring.

Alterations

lost of the alterations 1o the house occured about 19,5, The
transoms over the two remaining {irst [loor rear gallery doors
were removed, end a third first floor gallery door wss clodded
with brick. The rear gallery first floor of wood was replaced

by & concrete slab; a trap door eatry to the west basenent throush
the gallery floor wag thereby eliminated. A rear outside entry
to the east cellar, under the entry hall and esst parlor, was
also renoved, The two cellars were connected by an opening in
the stone Toundation dividing ther.

The house is presently in sound condition with a sufficient
portion of the original structure surviving to make possible an
accurate restoration to the period of its construction.

This swmary description of the physical appearance of the bullding
is based on data included in the field report by architectural con-
sultant, William B, Lane, A.I.A, June 1959, The report wes contracted
by the Missouri State Park Doard and is filed at its cenbral office,
P.0. Box 176, 120L Jefferson Building, Jefferson City, Missouri
65101,
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STATEMENT OF S|GNIFICANCE

The Hawken House is primerily significant as z well-preserved,
relatively rarve example of a mid-nineteenth century transi-
tionzl Federal to "Victorian® style residence. The preser-
vation of the building will make possible 2 much bhetter under-
stending and appreciation of thils architectural style in St.
Lowis County and the surrounding meironolitan zrea.

The house has a2dditional significance as the last surviving
building associatad with the Hawken family, prorminent during
the early nineteenth century in 5t. Louis, It was constructed
in 1857 by Christopher Hawken., Christopher was the son of
Jacob Fawken who manufactured, with his brother Szmuel, the
famous "Hawken rifle’ in the city of St. Iouis from 1822 to
1249, This rifle played an important role in the cpening of

he Ansrican Uest, Willian ashley, Jim Sridger, Kit Carson
and other famous fur trapoers were knoun to have carried this
rifle because it was shorter, had a heavier barrel and caliber,
and was more accurate than ils predecessors.
“hile living in the city of St, Louls, Chrisiopher Haulken was
engaged in the cabinet-making and livery trade. fter his rove
to the above described hcuse in the country, he bepan farming
which he continued until his death in 1905,
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"HAWKEN HOUSE

Webster Groves; Mo.

Cistern O

Property of: Earlier .
Church of the Open Door ©

28

4

2

Site Plan (estimated)

Site Plan: Scale |"= 50’
NOTE: No early site
choracteristics remain
excopt cistern and trees.

W.B. Lane, Architectual Coensultont Field Report,
June,K 1969

R.R. Morse, del. August, 1969



First
Plan

HAWKEN

HCUSE

17-6"

40 -0

Webster Groves, Mo.
L 73 ’ .
o g-0" 17-0 o
Floor 1— —
7/ Kitchen
| :I I5x10
- - \
Q -
-t L]
h —
- Dnl, ) G.
7@ N
N | '
- 4]
: 2l
\N °
w - Dining R
! B Room ©
P ’ .IN
$ [ | I5x13 <
B Il
—
 E— " —dJ. ... ___.____
\ Original Wall Position
L av;
" l
)
]
East ',g West
Parlor Parlor
1515’ 15'% 16
3
| e
L, 3°7,3-3, \c.
g S I-——-l\-Lr—‘C/ 1 ] | S—
Scale ’
’ 2, 9 2 10 50

o, W H 3

¢

W.B. Lane, Architectual Consultant Field Report,

June, 1969
R.R. Morse, del. August, 1969



HAWKEN HOUSE

Webster Groves, Mo.
. 8-0" 17-0" -
—_]" [
Second Floor —
Plan "j
L Regr B
| Bedroom
) g 1513
\o :.
~ 2 / J\
o 7/
® c C.
S . \
o a = i
, a % |l G i
E W M ey H: |y Barn ] .
o B "o
M / -
N | C. | ) <
< N B
N ey
} — ey — SRR | P
I [ | | 3 I 1
11
|
G. l 1
| WwWest
X East A l -
? Bedroom . I / Fronf
~ 14’x15° & | Blg,d erf“
‘ x2
¥ "
— c
(131/ \1/ \ C. \I
o]
= ' — '
) = — Balcony
Scale
0 5 10 20
# Il - - 1 !
40-0 .

W.B.Lane, Architectual Gonsultant
Field Report,June, 1969

RR Moree daoal. Auaust 1969



Photo Log:

Name of Property: Hawken House

City or Vicinity: Webster Groves

County: St. Louis County State: MO
Photographer: W.B. Lane

Date

Photographed: 1969

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera:

1 of 13. From NW looking SE. Photocopy of a drawing showing N (front) wall of the house as it
appeared in 1913. The original front porch was only one bay wide and two stories high, centered on
the N facade. Before 1913 it was enlarged to three bays on the first floor.

2 of 13. Looking S, view of the N fagade. Note bracketed cornice and vertical proportions of doors
and windows.

3 of 13. S elevation from S looking N. View partially screened by summer vegetation. S wall of rear ell
at left, two story wooden gallery at center, and main block visible at right. Ell has a shed roof.

4 of 13. From SW looking NE. View of W wall with parapet continuing from ridge of main block to S
end of rear (S) ell. Fenestration is irregular on this wall as a result of 1945 renovation.

5 of 13. From SE looking NW. Two story wooden gallery lines the E side of the rear (S) ell. Windows
of main block visible at right.

6 of 13. N (primary) fagade from N looking S. Detail of Federal style front door with 6 light transom
and 5 lights on either side. The door originally opened onto a two story entry porch, one bay wide.

7 of 13. From near SW looking NE. View from first floor of two story wooden rear gallery looking
toward S wall of E half of the main block.

8 of 13. Detail of second floor door on rear gallery, from near SE looking NW. Door is appropriate for
the period of the house and may be original. Nine light window in upper half, paired recessed panels
below.

9 of 13. East parlor, first floor, main block. From SW looking NE. Typical interior aspect of the
windows, wall cornice and fireplace mantle.

10 of 13. W parlor, first floor, main block. From E looking W toward fireplace wall. Typical trim on
window and close. Marble mantle dating from 1880 was installed in 1945 replacing the original wood
mantle.

11 of 13. From NW to SE. Second floor, E bedroom in main block. View of typical original finish in
closet doors, fireplace mantle and window trim. Second floor windows lack the paneling from floor to
sill found on the first floor original windows. Closets are comparable to those of the first floor.

12 of 13. From S, looking N. View of central hallway, first floor. Federal style doorway has a 6 light
transom and 5 flanking lights on each side. Original stairway is in excellent condition.

13 of 13. Interior detail of original rim lock with porcelain knob. Recessed panels on door are framed
with wood molding.












































