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Survey Objective s 

The following report provides the findings of a reconnaissance level architectural/historical 

survey per specifications provided by the City of Washington/Washington Historic Preservation 

Commission. In 2013, the City of Washington commissioned Landmarks Association of St. 

Louis, Inc. (Landmarks) to conduct a reconnaissance level architectural/historical survey of all 

buildings and parcels fronting Fifth Street between Louis Street (east) and Highway 47 (west) in 

the City of Washington (Missouri). The main objective of the survey was to identify properties 

within the study area that may be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) 

individually or as a district. The project was completed by Landmarks in 2013-2014. Landmarks 

staff involved in the project were Katie Graebe, Ruth Keenoy and Andrew Weil. Ms. Keenoy 

and Mr. Weil meet the Secretary of the Interiorôs Professional Qualifications Standards for 

Architectural Historian/Historian/Archaeologist per the requirements of the State of Missouriôs 

State Historic Preservation Office (MO-SHPO). 

 

Within the study area, Landmarks inventoried 178 properties (16 of which are vacant lots). The 

survey findings do not support evidence of an additional National Register district. Two National 

Register districts cross the study area and include properties that were surveyed. Two properties 

in the Tibbe Historic District (both contributing) are in the study area; and 12 properties (one 

non-contributing) are in the Stafford-Olive Historic District. Ten properties within the study area 

are recommended as potentially eligible (individually) for the NRHP. Additionally, three 

properties are listed individually in the NRHP, one of which (536 E. Fifth Street, John and 

Wilhelmina Helm House) is a vacant lot, as the associated dwelling has been demolished.  

 

This document provides detailed information about the survey and the findings/recommendations 

submitted to the City of Washington and the MO-SHPO. Table 1 (see Appendix A) provides a 

complete list of the inventoried properties, including addresses and eligibility recommendations. 

 

The project was partially funded by a grant from the Missouri Department of Natural Resources, 

State Historic Preservation Office and the National Park Service, U.S. Department of the 

Interior. Grant awards do not imply an endorsement of contents by the grantor. Federal laws 

prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, religion, sex, age, handicap or ethnicity. For more 

information, write to the Office of Equal Opportunity, U.S. Department of the Interior, 

Washington, D.C. 20240. 
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Methodol ogy 

The reconnaissance level survey was completed per guidelines established in National Register 

Bulletin 24: Guidelines for Local Surveys: A Basis for Preservation Planning, National Register 

Bulletin 15:  How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and the Missouri State 

Historic Preservation Officeôs (SHPOôs) ñStandards for Professional Architectural and Historic 

Surveys.ò 

 

Prior to conducting field work in March-June 2014, Landmarks conducted a literature review of 

existing National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) nominations in Franklin County and 

reviewed previous architectural surveys in the vicinity of the project area. Two-person survey 

teams completed a preliminary ñwindshieldò (i.e. drive-through) assessment followed by a 

pedestrian inventory of the study area along Fifth Street within the defined area west of Louis 

Street and east of Missouri State Highway 47. All buildings, above-ground resources, lots and 

associated resources within the study area were recorded using digital photography and maps. 

Lot numbers and addresses were keyed to the maps (submitted under separate cover), which 

provide outlines of buildings and addresses. Field notes were maintained throughout the survey 

to record architectural features such as windows, exterior cladding, roof and foundation 

materials. Field data was inserted into Missouri Architectural/Historic Inventory Forms, which 

were submitted separately (as were printed and digital photographs) to the Missouri State 

Historic Preservation Office (MO-SHPO)/City of Washington. 

 

Previous architectural/historic inventories were conducted within the study area in 1988, 1991 

and 1992. These were completed by Maureen Jones (1988), Mary M. Stiritz (1988) and 

Thomason & Associates (1991-1992). Changes to properties within the study area since 1992 

were noted on the inventory forms submitted for the current project. 

 

The study area crosses the boundaries of two National Register Districts (Tibbe and Stafford-

Olive). Additionally, four properties within the study area are listed individually. Of note, the 

John and Wilhelmina Helm House at 536 E. Fifth Street has been demolished. National Register 

listed properties and districts within the study area are: 

 

¶ Fore Shoe Company Building (700-708 E. Fifth Street/601 E. Sixth Street), National 

Register of Historic Places (National Register Listing [NRL] 2005). 

¶ Helm, Charles H., House (520 E. Fifth Street), National Register of Historic Places (NRL 

2000). 

¶ Helm, John and Wilhelmina, House (536 E. Fifth Street), National Register of Historic 

Places (NRL 2000). 
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¶ Monje, Paul, House (1003 W. Fifth Street), National Register of Historic Places (NRL 

2000). 

¶ Stafford-Olive Historic District (Olive, W. Fifth, W. Second), National Register of 

Historic Places (NRL 2000) ï eleven contributing (500, 501, 502, 504, 506, 507, 509, 

510, 511, 512 and 513 W. Fifth Street) and one non-contributing (505 W. Fifth Street) 

properties within the study area. 

¶ Tibbe Historic District (300-400 Blocks Cedar and Elm Streets), National Register of 

Historic Places (NRL 1996) ï two contributing properties (311 and 319-323 W. Fifth 

Street) within the study area. 

 

An associated Multiple Property Documentation Form (MPDF) prompted many of the National 

Register nominations within the study area. The MPDF, completed by Debbie Sheals and Becky 

Snider (authored 1999, NRL 2000), is entitled ñHistoric Resources of Washington, Missouri.ò 

The MPDF includes four historic contexts, all of which were utilized to assist in the 

identification of eligible properties within the study area. These contexts are as follows: 

 

¶ Early Development and German Immigration: 1839-1870 

¶ The Golden Era: 1871-1904 

¶ Assimilation and Twentieth Century Development: 1905-1950 

¶ Architectural Development: 1839-1950 

 

In addition to this data, archival materials including Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps (1893, 1898, 

1908, 1916, 1926, 1945), Franklin County Atlases (1878, 1898 and 1919), a ñbirdôs eye viewò 

map of Washington (1869), 1930 plat maps, and records at the Franklin County Assessorôs 

Office were consulted. Additional research was conducted at the Franklin County Historical 

Society (Union, Missouri), Landmarks Association of St. Louisô archives/library and Missouri 

Historical Society (St. Louis, Missouri).  

 

Missouri Architectural/Historic Inventory Forms were completed for each surveyed property. 

The MPDF was used to define the contexts for evaluating the eligibility of properties constructed 

prior to 1950. Properties that did not conform to the historic contexts outlined in the MPDF were 

evaluated based on National Park Service (NPS) guidelines for assessing National Register 

eligibility. The MPDF contexts and a discussion of the property types within the study area are 

provided in the sections of this document entitled ñBackground Informationò and ñHistoric 

Architecture in the Survey Area.ò 

 

Photos of the inventoried properties were printed on 5ò x 7ò archival photo paper and labeled in 

pencil per NPS/MO-SHPO standards. Digital photos were formatted as uncompressed .tiff files, 
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300 pixels per inch (minimum), color images. Digitally saved images were labeled per NPS / 

MO-SHPO standards. All of the survey documentation (photos, maps and report) was submitted 

in digital format (on cds) to the City of Washington and the MO-SHPO. 

 

The survey area is identified on four maps provided under separate cover. Each map is 8.5ò x 

11ò in size (scale: ½ò = 60ô). Footprints of buildings and outbuildings are provided on the maps, 

as are addresses. National Register districts that extend into the study area are identified on the 

maps. No historic district is recommended within the study area, but individually eligible 

properties are identified on the maps. 

 

Two public meetings were held in conjunction with the City of Washington Historic Preservation 

Commission on September 16, 2013 and June 16, 2014. 
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Geographical Description  

The City of Washington is located at 38Á33ǋ7ǌN 91Á0ǋ48ǌW (38.551879, -91.013313) in Franklin 

County, Missouri. The survey area is south of Washingtonôs downtown business district, 

extending along a northwest-southeast axis. The survey area encompasses both sides of Fifth 

Street, east of Louis Street (W terminus) and west of Missouri State Highway 47 (E terminus) for 

a distance of approximately 1.6 miles. The built environment reflects both residential and 

commercial growth in an urban environment. During the mid-to-late nineteenth-century, the 

study area centered on agricultural activities but as it developed residentially (by the turn of the 

twentieth-century), the area gained a commercial presence. Today, the study area retains a 

mixture of residential/commercial buildings though increasingly, commercial activities define 

the character of Fifth Street, particularly near the eastern end of the study area corridor. 

 

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps (Figures 1-7) illustrate Fifth Streetôs pattern of residential and 

commercial expansion within the study area. Figures 1-3 provide a snapshot of the study area in 

the late nineteenth century. The cityôs 1893 Sanborn Maps illustrate a limited portion of the area 

(Figure 1). In the 1890s, the study area had yet to fully develop residentially and/or 

commercially, however the intersection at Fifth and Jefferson Streets did support a saloon, 

grocery, furniture store and flour/feed store. 

  

 

 
Figure 1. 1893 Sanborn Map, project area (along Fifth /St. John Street).  

 

http://tools.wmflabs.org/geohack/geohack.php?pagename=Washington%2C_Missouri&params=38_33_7_N_91_0_48_W_type:city


 

6 

 

By 1898, the area immediately west of Jefferson Street was added to the Cityôs Sanborn maps. 

Figures 2-3 illustrate the area at that time, which supported a grocery and saloon on the north 

side of Fifth Street between Cedar (E) and DuBois (W). 

 

 

Figure 2. 1898 Sanborn Map, project area (along Fifth/St. John Street).     N 
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Figure 3. 1898 Sanborn Map, project area (along Fifth/St. John Street).        N 

 

Today, the study area retains much of the appearance it achieved in the 1920s-1940s (Figures 4-

7). An exception is the eastern end of the survey area, which in recent years has become 

characterized by contemporary commercial and multi-family buildings on parcels that formerly 

held single-family dwellings.  
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Figure 4 illustrates the commercial corner of Fifth/Cedar Streets that is part of the Tibbe Historic 

District. This area was developed commercially before 1916, at which time it supported a saloon 

and (extant) brick commercial building at the northeast corner of Fifth/Cedar (319-323 W. Main 

Street). 

 

 

 

 

        N 

Figure 4. 1945 Sanborn Map, Fifth Street bounded by DuBois (W) and Elm (E). 


















































































































