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A word of cau t ion  on the  use of  t h i s  ma te r i a l  is necessary.  
This is not  intended a s  a  published r e p o r t .  It is l abe led  
" d r a f t "  and it most l i k e l y  w i l l  never be put  i n  f i n a l  form. 
2ue t o  var ious  c o n s t r a i n t s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t ime, i t  conta ins  
i n  p laces  ma te r i a l  t h a t  has n o t  been v e r i f i e d .  Unquestionably, 
i t  conta ins  e r r o r s .  The " f i n a l  word" on t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  of  
Compton Heights i s  l e f t  t o  those witn g r e a t e r  s k i l l s  and much 
%ore time. 
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The Compton H i l l  a r e a ' s  f i r s t  development was a s  p a r t  of the  o ld  S t .  
Louis Ci ty  commons, an a r e a  s e t  a s i d e  by t h e  C i t y ' s  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  f o r  the  
communal graz ing of l ives tock  and a s  a  source of firewood. A t  i t s  l a r g e s t ,  
the commons s t r e t c h e d  from Park Avenue t o  Meramec S t r e e t  and from Broadway 
t o  Grand Avenue. The Compton H i l l  a r ea ,  a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  was 
the  northwest corner  of t h i s  v a s t  comons;  L\e a rea  now bounded genera l ly  
by I n t e r s t a t e  44 on the  nor th ,  Arsenal S t r e e t  on the south ,  Je f fe r son  Avenue 
on the  e a s t  and Grand Avenue on the  west .  

(Compton H i l l  saw i t s  f i r s t  subdivis ion  p r i o r  t o  1860. Actual develop- 
ment, however, d i d  no t  begin u n t i l  t he  1880 's ,  gradually moviilg west from 
Je f fe r son  Avenue. By t h e  1890's  development had reached t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 
Nebraska Avenue. Compton Heights ,  the  dominant subdivis ion  of the  a rea ,  
d a t e s  from 1894, although most of t h e  houses wi th in  ic aic?g Hawthorne and 
Longfellow Boulevards were e r e c t e d  a f t e r  1890, some a s  l a t e  a s  t nc  'R50's. 

i s  subdivis ion  progressed,  the  s t r e e t s  were named. The east-west 
s t r e e t s  were named a f t e r  r i v e r s ;  f o r  example, Shenandoah. The nor th  and 
south s t r e e t s  were named f o r  s t a t e s :  Nebraska, Pennsylvania, Minnesota, 
' i i rq in ia  and Louisiana Avenues. Grand Avenue receii-PE i t s  name because it 
was a  wlde o r  "grand" avenue. Other s t r e e t s  were namea f o r  prominent people: 
Geyer f o r  lawyer Henry S .  Geyer; Allen f o r  Thomas Allen,  a i z o  a  lawyer; &In 
and Russel l  f o r  Al len ' s  wife,  the  former And Russel l ;  Compton =?r Sarah 
Compton, the  wife of the  then Mayor John S .  Thomas; and of course ,  Yawthorne, 
Longfellow and Milton f o r  the  famous authors .  

A n  e a r l y  s e t t l e r  l e f t  a  desc r ip t ion  of t h e  a r e a  j u s t  north of Compton 
Heighcs i n  t h e  1870-75 e ra .  He wrote" lafayet te  Avenue was macadamized with 
br ick  sidewalks shaded with rows of t r e e s  and t raversed  by t h e  4th S t r e e t  
horsezar  l i n e .  Large mansions on spacious grounds l i n e d  both s i d e s  of the  
road. The home of Governor Thomas F le tche r ,  when he l e f t  o f f i c e ,  was a t  
Celaware (now (;eyer) and Minnesota (now Longfellow)." I n t e r s t a t e  4 4 ,  a t  
a  somewhat lower e l eva t ion  now runs through the  s i t e .  

.T>... e a r l i e s t  h i s t o r i c a l  reference  t o  i"ompton H i l l  was 3 no t i ce  i n  tile 
S t .  Lours Clobe-Democrat f o r  Ju ly  1 3 ,  1572. It  noted t n a t  "The Board of 
Water Commissioners adver t i sed  t h e  s a l e  a t  publ ic  auct ion  of i c e  t o  be formed 
i n  the  j e t t l i n g  r e s e r v o i r s  a t  B i s s e l l ' s  Point  and Compton H i l l  during t t e  
next  ir'i;.e win te r s .  Purchasers  would be requi red  t o  c u t  the  i c e  a s  soon a s  
it reached a  thickness of s i x  inches ."  

An a n a l y s i s  of P l a t e  66 i n  the  1875, P i c t o r i a l  S t .  Locis At las ,  by 
Compton and D r y ,  ( a  l a r g e  " b l r d ' s  eye view" isometr ic  map of the Elen e n t i r e  
C i ty  of S t .  Lou i s ) ,  shows l i t t l e  development i n  the a r e a .  The a r e a  nor theas t  
of Grand and Shenandoah shows a  few un iden t i f i ed  s c a t t e r e d  houses, some 
fenced in  p l o t s ,  two s m a l l  ponds and a  small canyon. The "Old S e t t l e r "  
r e c a l l s ,  "In t h e  r e a r  of our p lace  t h e r e  was s stoiie quarry and a  b r i ck  yard. 
The quarry ,  l a r g e  and deep, consigned i t s  output  t o  foundation s tone  and t h e  
makinq of macadam ( a  surfac ing f o r  roads ) .  Beyond the quarry t o  the  e a s t ,  
was the  br ick  yard owned by H.  H .  Scheer and Co." In  1905, Henry Scheer was 
t o  bu l ld  a  home a t  3222 Hawthorne. 

3-eturning t o  the P i c t o r i a l  S t .  Louis Atlas ( t h i s  time P l a t e  5 7 1 ,  it i s  
poss ib le  t o  see  s e v e r a l  houses standing on Russe l l ,  Compton and Geyer. Ainong 



Tte Conpton H i l l  a r e a  gradual iy  3e?an developin? i n  t h e  l a t e  1800's. ':he e a r l i e s t .  
s e c t i o n s  from Je f fe r son  :Vest became n idd le  c l a s s  neiqhhcrhoods with t h e  superb brick- 
work common t o  S t .  Louis, while the  f a r  west en8 was d~. :e ls?e l  with t:,e f i n e  res i6ences  
c: t h e  wealthy. 

these  are the  Henry I iaars t ick  home on th? south  s i d e  o f  Russel:, j u s t  v e s t  of 
Compton Avenue. M r .  Haars t ick  was one of t h e  founders of t h e  subdivis ion .  

Also v i s i b l e ,  is the ?lome of F. Wm. Raeied a t  3016 Geyer and t h e  home 
of Charles Bush a t  3010 Geyer. The Bush house may wel l  be t h e  s t r u c t u r e  
c u r r e n t l y  loca ted  a t  t h a t  address .  Also worth not ing ,  i s  t h e  J u l i u s  Pitzman 
house on Compton, j u s t  nor th  of the  Allen i n t e r s e c t i o n .  J u l i u s  Pitzman played 
a  key r o l e  i n  the  development of S t .  Louis, i n  g e n e r a l ,  and Compton Heights ,  i n  
p a r t i c u l a r .  The house, b u i l t  i n  1858, was l a t e r  dismantled i n  1913 when Pi~zman 
b u i l t  a  home a t  6 Kingsbury Tlace i n  the  Centra l  West End. 



Pitzman was born i n  P r u s s i a ,  bu r  came t o  the  United S t a t e s  a t  t h e  time 
o f  the  German 3evolut ion  i n  1848. He worked a t  a  dry goods s t o r e  f o r  $8.00 
a month f o r  a  t ime,  bu t  soon en te red  the employ of h i s  brother- in-law who 
was an a s s o c i a t e  t o  t h e  Ci ty  Engineer of  S t .  Louis.  I n  1859, PitZIMn eSta- 
b l i shad  Pitzman's  Company of Surveyors and Ecgineers.  In 1861, he joined 
t h e  Union Army and was appointed F i r s t  Lieutenant  of Engineers by General 
Fremont f o r  whom he b u i l t  F c r t  No. 5 immediately west of Lafayet te  Park. 
L a t e r ,  r r a n s f e r r e d  t o  the  command of General Halleck,  P i t m a n  made a topo- 
graphic m i l i t a r y  map of S t .  Louis. Following t h e  war, Pitzman became c i t y  
surveyor.  

P i tzma~l  was a l s o  deeply i n t e r e s t e d  i n  the  then  i n f a n t  p ro fess ion  of  
landscape a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  and i n  1874, he journeyed t o  Europe t o  s tudy the  
l a t e s t  European t r ends  i n  landscaping. The t r i p  was t o  profoundly a f f e c t  
both Pitzman and Compton H i l l .  On h i s  r e t u r n  he quest ioned the  wisdom of 
the then  popular  g r i d  system of lay ing  ou t  s t r e e t s  i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  "winding 
roadways with b e a u t i f u l  v i s t a s "  were p r e f e r a b l e  t o  the  usual  s t r a i g h t  l i n e  
s o r t  of development. Pitzman w a s  t o  t e s t  h i s  theory when he surveyed arid 
subdivided Compton Heights.  

The Compton H i l l  Improvement Company c h a r t e r  was i s sued  May 2 5 ,  1388, 
t o  ruri f o r  ten  yea r s .  The c a p i t a l  investment was $400,000, 4,000 sha res  of  
s tock  were he ld  by 33 i n d i v i d u a l s ,  holding 50 t o  2 5 0  shares  each. Twelve 
d i r e c t c r s  were l i s t e d .  

"The purposes f o r  which the  corpora t ion  i s  formed a r e  t o  acqui re  and 
improve c e r t a i n  r e a l  e s t a t e  s i t u a t e d  wi th in  che d i s t r i c t  bounded on the  nor th  
by Lafayet te  Avenue, e a s t  by C a l i f o r n i a  Avenue, south by Victor  and Shenandoah 
S t r e e t s ,  and west by Grand Avenue, i n  the  Ci ty  of S t .  Louis,  Missouri ,  and 
t o  erec: bui ld ings  thereon,  t o  l a y  otut s t r e e t s  and avenues and o t h e r  highways 
throuqh s a i d  r e a l  e s t a t e ,  and t o  improve and embell ish the  same, and t o  s e l l  
and d i s sose  of  the  land so improved o r  subdivided f o r  pecunia-y p r o f i t  o r  
ga in .  " 

2 u l i u s  Fi tzman's  company had e a r l i e r  surveyed t h i s  a rea .  The Pi tznan 
map has a  no ta t ion :  "We, the  undersigned p r o p r i e t o r s  of land i n  City Blocks 
1367, 1363, 1369, 1370, 1364 and 1365, hereby ded ica te  t o  p u b l i c  use fo reve r ,  
t he  s t r z p s  of  ground colored brown upon the  above map t o  be used by Avenues, 
which Avenues a r e  h e r e a f t s r  t o  be known a s  Longfellow and Hawthorne Avenues. 
I n  wi tness  whereof, we have hereunto s e t  our  hands and a t t ached  our  s e a l s  
t h i s  i l t n  day of June, 1888. Henry C .  Haars t ick ,  E l i s e  Haars t ick ."  

In l a t e  June, 1888, the  Haars t icks  s o l d  t h i s  land t o  the  Compton H i l l s  
Improvement Company; the  p r i c e  i s  repor ted  t o  have been $400,988. The Compton 
H i l l s  Improvement Company; Henry C. Haars t ick ,  P res iden t ;  and J u l i u s  Pitzman, 
Sec re ta ry ,  reaf f i rmed the  Haars t ick  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  t hus :  "We, the  undersigned 
p r o p r i e t o r s  of c e r t a i n  t r a c t s  of l and ,  have caused the  p o r t i o n s  of t h e  lznd 
colored ' g reen '  t o  be surveyed and subdivided i n  the  manner a s  shown on the  
above p l a t  and which s a i d  subdivis ion  i s  h e r e a f t e r  t o  be knornas "Compton Heiqhts" 

Development followed quickly  on t h e  h c e l s  of t h i s  agreement, a s  noted i n  
a  newspaper a c m u n t  i n  the  S t .  Louis Daily Globe-Democrat, f o r  Wednesday morning, 
January .23 ,  1889: "The Compton H i l l  Improvement Company recons t ruc t ing  an 
immense r r a c t  o f  ground: This  t r a c t  comprises 250 a c r e s  of t h e  n lghes t  
a l t i t u - ? e  wi th in  the  Ci ty  L i m i t s .  I t  t akes  i n  twelve immense Ci ty  b locks ,  bu t  



Otto :. i i l : iehi was the a rch i t ccz  o f  nany Z o n ~ t c n  Heiuht; :homes. 3505 Lcnafsl ls : i ,  
which pleas ingly  combu:ec i a t e  Vic tor ian  E o n  ::ith Fr-nch Rer.aissanze Decsrat ion,  
i s  sne cf h i s  bes t .  

the  s t r e e t s  d iv id ing  it i n t o  blocks have been vacatec  by the  Ci ty  when t h e  
scheme of the  company was made known, and when i= was seen,  the  carrying ou t  
of the p lans  would inhance t h e  value of every foo t  of ground i n  the  south- 
west p o r t i o n  of the  Ci ty .  The s t r e e t s  vacated a r e :  Arkansas, Tennessee, 
Louisiana,  Vi rg in ia ,  Compton, Michigan, Minnesota and Pennsylvania Avenues. 
Several  months ago workmen under the d i r e c t i o n  of J u l i u s  Pitzman, the  C i v i l  
Engineer, were p u t  t o  work grading,  and owing t o  the  mild weather, they have 
continued without  cessa t ion  up t o  d a t e ,  and t h e r e  a r e  now 600 men and 300 
teams plowing, shoveling,  diggir.9 and hauling away. An idea o r i g i n a l  with 
the surveyor w i l l  be introduced i n  t h i s  p l a t  which w i i l  add g r e a t  beauty t o  
i t . "  The "Original  Idea" ,  o f  course,  was the concept of curving s t r e e t s .  

The Globe-Democrat a l s o  notes t h e  cons t ruc t ion  o f  t h e  f r r s t  Compton 
H i l l  home. I ts  a r t i c l e  f o r  Saturday morning, March 9 ,  1889, notes:  "Among 
the (bui ld ing)  permits  t h a t  Eenote proqress  is one giver. t o  t h e  Cornpton H i l l  



Improvement Company, which w i l l  e r e c t  a dwelling t o  c o s t  $3,000 on Shenandoah 
S t r e e t  near Michigan Avenue. The p l a t t i n g  and grading of  t h i s  t r a c t  i s  now 
about completed, and the  proper ty  w i l l  soon be thrown on t h e  market. Over 
$200,300 nave been spent  i n  improving the p l a t ,  and t h i s  is the  f i r s t  bui ld ing 
t o  grace i t  s ince  t h e  improvement has been made." This house apparantly Coes 
not  e x i s t  today a s  a l l  of those i n  the general  v i c i n i t y  have been well 
documented a s  having been b u i i t  l a t e r .  

AS the  l o t s  i n  Compton Heights were f a i r l y  expensive by the  standards 
of t h e i r  day, they so ld  slowly but  s t e a d i l y .  On May 2 7 ,  1896, however, the  
a r e a  was devasted by a tornado t h a t  c u t  a long swath through t h e  Ci ty .  The 
damage was so severe t h a t  a book was w r i t t e n  about it. Concerning the  Compton 
H i l l  a r e a ,  it reads a s  fol lows:  

"Compton Heights is  t h e  name t h i s  suburb adjoining t h e  rese rvo i r  bears .  
I t  i s  one of t h e  h ighes t  p o i n t s  i n  S t .  Louis, having been chosen f o r  t h a t  
reason a s  the  water d i s t r i b u t i o n  loca t ion  f o r  the  southern ha l f  of  the City.  
A por t ion  of  t h e  heights  has been l a i d  o f f  i a  accordance with ad-;anted land- 
scape gardening i d e a s ,  with curving roadways and bui ld ing s i t e s  of i r r e g u l a r  
form. Compton Heights, ten blocks from nor th  t o  south and s i x  t o  e ~ g h t  blocks 
wide, has 300 res idences  which c o s t  from $5,000 t o  $25,000. Yot one of them 
escaped some i n j u r y  and most of them show ugly gaps i n  t h e i r  wa l l s .  demolished 
gables and missing sec t ions  of roofs .  These houses a r e  of  recent  cons t ruc t ion ,  
s t ronc ly  made and well  furnished.  Through t!!e r e n t s  which the  storm cloud 
made, t h e  t o r r e n t s  of r a i n  poured i n  and drenched the  i n t e r i o r s .  The outward 
deso ia t ion  of Compton Heights was b u t  p a r t  of  the l o s s  sus ta ined.  &chly 
upholstered f u r n i t u r e ,  books, t a p e s t r i e s ,  and v e l v e t  ca rpe t s  were s c a t t e r e d  
on the lawns t.0 ca tch  the  drying sun and wind. There were s t r e e t s  on Compton 
Heights which &-ere impassible u n t i l  choppers went through them c u t t i n g  and 
r o l l i ~ g  ou t  of the  way t h e  p r o s t r a t e  t r e e s .  Trees a s  l a r g e  a s  a man's body, 
were torn  up by the  r o o t s  and when the  r o o t s  came up, they broke and displaced 
the  squares of g ran i to id  pavement." 

T > i s  account probably r e f e r s  t o  the  o lde r  e s tab l i shed  Compton H i l l  
s t r e e t s  such a s  Russel l ,  Allen and Geyer. Earl'? photos of the  Compton Heights 
subdivision show it t o  have been a i n o s t  t r e e l e s s  a t  t h e  time. Unquestionab;y, 
however, the damage was extens ive .  

placed.  
Pitzman 

1.1 t ime,  much of t h e  damage caused by the tornado was repa i red  o r  r e -  
I n  Compton Heights, much of the land was s t i l l  unbu i l t  and only 

' s  landscaping and damaged s t r e e t s  needed t o  be replaced.  The area  
continued t o  be considered a s  one of t h e  C i t y ' s  more des i rab le  r e s i d e n t i a l  
neighborhoods. Unlike i n  Lafayette Square, the  tornado caused no l a rge  out-  
migration. 

P ~ t z m a n ' s  landscaping and s t r e e t  design was only one of the two in -  
novations incorporated i n t o  the  Compton Heights design.  The second was a set 
of r e s t r i c t i v e  covenants o r  deed r e s t r i c t i o n s .  These r e s t r i c t i o n s  were wr i t t en  
i n t o  the  o r i g i n a l  deed f o r  each piece  of property and t h e r e a f t e r ,  ran permanently 
with t h e  proper ty .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  these  r e s t r i c t i o n s  required  t h a t :  

1) The bu i ld ing  l i n e  be es tab l i shed  ind iv idua l ly  f o r  each bui ld ing 
a s  it f ronted from t h e  s t r e e t .  This bui ld ing l i n e  would be 
cons r s ten t .  3nly the s t r u c t u r e ' s  f r o n t  porch and s t e p s  could 
extend over t h i s  l i n e  and they by no more than e i g h t  f e e t .  



2 )  Only one bu i ld ing ,  and t h a t  a  p r i v a t e  res idence ,  could be b u i l t  
on any l o t  (discounking a s t a b l e  o r  garage f o r  t h a t  r e s ldence l .  
A l l  f l a t s  and comnercial businesses were express ly  forbidden. 

3) The bu i ld ing ,  with the exception of the  p o r t e  cochere, may no'; 
be c l o s e r  t o  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  l o t  than t e n  f e e t .  

4) Any b u i l d i a g  cos t ing  l e s s  than $7,G00 must submit its plan f o r  
approval  by the  improvement company. No fence o r  wall  can be 
p u t  on the  s i d e  l i n e s  f o r  30' back from the  bu i ld ing  l i n e .  The 
e x i s t i n g  grade of the l o t  cannot be changed more than 12'  without  
the consent o f  t h e  cwn-r of the  neighboring l o t .  

5 )  A l l  f u t u r e  owners w i l l  be bound b-f t h e  same r e s t r i c t i o n s .  

Haarst ick and h i s  company d id  not  acquire  a l l  of the  land t h a t  was i n  
Compton Heights. Some of it remained ind iv idua l ly  owned. Only property so ld  
by the  company conta ins  these  r e s t r i c t i m s .  

While t h e  Compton H i l l  Improvement Company was i n  existents, i t  was 
i n  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  t o  see  t h a t  these  r e s t r i c t i o n s  were enforce l .  Following 
t h e  company's eventual  l i q u i d a t i o n ,  it was l e f t  f o r  t h e  proper ty  owners t o  
band together  t o  enforce the r e s t r i c t i o n s .  To t h i s  end. a number of "pro- 

L 

Frederick iilndman desiqned 3545 Loiiqfellow, an e u z e l l e c t  exa13,le of t h e  P r a i r i e  
School S ty le .  

- 6 -  



t e c t i v e  a s soc ia t ions"  came i n t o  being. Records a r e  poor,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  
some evidence t h a t  these  a s s o c i a t i o n s  e x i s t e d  even p r i o r  t o  1921. Judge 
J u l i u s  :.luench r e c a l l e d  t h a t  he was p r e s i d e n t  of a  group organized t o  f i g h t  
the  t h r e a t  of conversion t o  boarding houses. "At t h e  time we organized",  
he s t a t e s ,  " the re  w a s  a l ready i n  ex i s t ence  a  s o r t  of p r o t e c t i v e  a s s o c i a t i o n  
f o r  the upper end of the h e i g h t s ,  t h e  p a r t  west of Compton Avenue. The 
purpose of t h i s  organiza t ion  a s  I understood i t  was more o r  l e s s  a e s t h e t i c .  
Its purpose was t o  keep up the  appearance of the d i s t r i c t  up t o  i z s  o r i g i n a l  
s t andards . "  

Thls group was followed by o t h e r s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  see ing t h a t  the  o r i g i n a l  
covenanLs be enforced.  And, of course,  i n  r ecen t  years  by a  number of neigh- 
borhood o rgan iza t ions  devoted t o  much broader neighborhood improvement goals .  

i i r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  t h e  Compton H i l l  a r e a  conta ins  near ly  every s t y l e  
of r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e  eve r  b u i l t  wi th in  the  S t .  Louis Ci ty  L i m i t s .  
General ly,  t h i s  a r c h i t e c t u r e  f a l l s  i n  t h r e e  genera l  ca tegor ies :  1) t he  
Grand Vlcror ian  and Beaux Arts a r c h i t e c t u r e  of Compton Heights i n  i t s  many 
s t y l e s  and forms; 2 )  the more modest y e t  s u b s t a n t i a l  townhouses along 
Xussel l ,  Copelin and o t h e r  s t r e e t s  a l s o  developed a t  t h e  tu rn  of the  century;  
and 3) the  e a r l i e r  b r i c k  row and townhouses ranging west from Je f fe r son .  

P h ~ s  e a r l y  cons t ruc t ion  followed a  wide v a r i e t y  of s t y l e s  and con- 
s t r u c t i o n .  Amonq t h e  e x l i e s t ,  is a  s c a t t e r i n g  of modest b r i ck  homes with 
gable  roofs  and narrow dormers s i m i l a r  t o  those i n  Soulard and o t h e r  e a r l y  
C i ty  neighborhoods. The homes a t  1900-1902 Oregon a r e  among t h e  b e s t  Compton 
H i l l  examples o f  t h i s  vernacular  s t y l e .  Also f a i r l y  common, a r e  homes i n  t h e  
Second Empire s t y l e .  These s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  genera l ly  e a s i l y  i d e n t i f i a b l e  w i t h  
t h e i r  d i s t i n c t i v e  Mansard roofs  and o r n a t e l y  carved and bracketed cornices .  
General ly,  they a r e  i n  b r i ck  o r  b r i ck  with a  dressed l imestone f r o n t  facade.  
These homes a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  of t h e  Lafayet te  Square a rea  of 
the  C i q .  I n  Compton H i l l ,  they appear in  both a  townhouse and a  row house 
vers ion .  Located a t  1823 C a l i f o r n i a ,  i s  one of t h e  b e s t  examples of these  
e a r l y  tswniouses,  while 2846 t h r u  2854 Accomac is  a  surviv ing example of a 
completely i n t a c t  row. A l l  of these  a r e  among t h e  a r e a ' s  e a r l i e r  a r c h i t e c -  
t u r a l  s t y l e s ,  and a s  such a r e  f o r  the  most p a r t  loca ted  e a s t  of Nebraska 
Avenue. 

Also f i t t i n g  i n t o  t h i s  1875-1890's timeframe a r e  a  number of d i s t i n c t l y  
S t .  Louis vernacular  s t y l e s .  These bui ld ings  c l e a r l y  demonstrate t h a t  the  
a r t  of j r i c k  cons t ruc t ion  and craftsmanship i n  S t .  Louis was second t o  none. 
Pressed br ick  i s  used l a v i s h l y ,  o f t e n  with f i v e  o r  s i x  s t y l e s  of b r i ck  i n  a  
s i n g l e  zornice .  Tne pressed b r i ck  a l s o  o f t e n  appears o u t l i n i n g  windows and 
e n t r i e s .  A good example o f  t h i s  s t y l e  with the  a d d i t i o n  of a  c a s t  i r o n  
cornice can be seen a t  3452-54 o r  3456-58 Shenandoah. A four-family f l a t  
a t  2815-2817 Shenandoah i s  another  example of t h i s  exhuberant b r i ck  c ra fcs -  
manship, t h i s  time combined with t h e  l a v i s h  use of t e r r a  c o t t a .  Clear ly ,  i n  
S t .  Louis even the poor man's home was a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  f i t  f o r  a  King. 

Nat ional ly ,  t h e  Second Empire s t y l e  was followed by t h e  Richardsonian 
Romaneaque s t y l e .  Features of the  s t y l e  repeatedly  appearing i n  Compton 
H i l l  hcmes inc lude  t h e  prominent use of towers whenever a f fo rdab le  and l a r g e  
Romanesque arches t o  house e i t h e r  windows o r  e n t r y .  Often these  arches a r e  
enhanced w i t h  t he  usual  e x c e l l e n t  pressed  b r i ck .  Although rough stone is 
the  usual  Richardsonian cons t ruc t ion  m a t e r i a l ,  most Compton H i l l  Richardsonian 



bui ld ings  a r e  S t .  Louis red  b r i c k .  Occasionally,  however, t h e  f r o n t  facade 
w i l l  be i n  s tone;  2903 Xusseli  beixg one example of t h i s .  

West of Nebraska, many of the  homes b u i l t  were genera l ly  i n  the  1900- 
1913 time frame. These townhouses a r e  s o  c o n s i s t e n t  a s  t o  produce another 
S t .  Louis cons t ruc t ion  s t y l e .  These bui ld ings  a r e  genera l ly  i n  a  cube p lan ,  
r ed  b r i c k  o r  rough limestone w i t ' .  a  hipped s l a t e  roof and dormers .  A r t  
g l a s s  windows and i n t r i c a t e  woodwork a r e  comon f e a t u r e s .  Porches vary 
g r e a t l y ,  bu t  most a r e  c l a s s i c a l  i n  t h e i r  design and d s t a l l i n g .  

The grand homes of Campton Heights,  Hawthorne and Longfellow, of 
course,  a r e  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  cen te rp iece  of Compton H i l l .  They range 
through a  v a r i e t y  of s t y l e s  and t h e  d i v e r s i t y  i s  one of the  many reasons 
for the  a r e a ' s  importance. They range from t h e  pure ly  Vic tor ian  mansions 
o f  the  1890 's  t o  t h e  growing P r a i r i e  School movement of t h e  1920 's .  

Among the  b e s t  o f  the  Vic tor ian  homes is 3522 Hawthorne, a  s t rong ly  
v e r t i c a l  Vic tor ian  bu i ld ing  with good c o n s i s t e n t  d e t a i l i n g .  Hoopengabers 
on the  dormers, a german innovation,  remind us  that Compton Heights was 
among t h e  most sought a f t e r  of r e s i d e n t i a l  neighborhoods f o r  S t .  Louis '  
wealthy Germans. This is a l s o  demonstrated i n  the  choice of a r c t i t e c t s  f o r  
these  homes. Pruss ian  born,  Otto Wilhelmi, designed t h i r t e e n ,  and German- 
American Ernes t  C. Janssen followed with seven. 

Another bu i ld ing  of na t iona l  importance (one of nine l i s t e d  a s  having 
na t iona l  importance on the  Landmarks S t .  Louis Compton H i l l  map) is 34l9 
Hawthorne by Janssen and E .P .  Mauls. This bu i ld ing  can perhaps l;e described 
a s  the  Vic tor ian  grandfather of the  Chicago School. There is nothing e l s e  
l i k e  it i n  S t .  Louis. Janssen a l s o  designed 3463 Longfellow. Again, the  
bu i ld ing  i s  of na t iona l  s ign i f i cance .  This time the s t y l e  is Queen Anne; one 
of the  few t r u e  Queen Ann bui ld ings  i n  t h e  City.  

Janssen 's  b e s t  bu i ld ing ,  however, i s  the  German ienaissance  Stocks~rorn 
House a t  3400 Russei l .  He modeled the  ba i ld ing  a f t e r  the .Schloss ( c a s t l e )  
a t  Schwerin, Germany. The bu i ld ing  i s  u~question?.bly one of the  l a s t  of 
the  t r u l y  grand nlansions w i t h  remarkable t e r r a  c o t t a  detailing. 

The home a t  3439 Longfellow i s  another of t h e  b e s t  of the  e a r l y  Compton 
Heights homes. I t  was designed f o r  Charles Wulfinq and while the  bui ld ing 
permit l is ts  no a r c h i t e c t ,  i ts  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  of design and s o l i d  oeometry 
suggests  William 9. I t t n e r  a s  the  a r c h i t e c t .  I t t n e r  ranks amonq the  top two 
o r  th ree  a r c h i t e c t s  t o  p r a c t i c e  i c  S t .  Louis. 

Other s t r u c t u r e s  of unusual q u a l i t y  among the  progression of f i n e  
homes on Longfellow arid Hawthorne include:  

3545 Lon~fe l low:  b u i l t  i n  1908 by Frederick Widman i n  the  P r a l r i e  
School s t y l e .  I t  c lose ly  follows t h e  development of t h e  Chicago School, 
showing inf luences  from both Frank Lloyd Wright a r d  Louis Sul l ivan.  Features 
include a  wide overhanging t i le -hipped roof with s t rong  h o r i z o n t a l  cornice  and 
dormers. 

3455 Longfellow: b u i l t  i n  1909, the  a r c h i t e c t  is unkown, bu t  it 
is s t i l l  a  p leas ing  combination of Vic to r ian  geometry and c l a s s i c a l  French 
ornamentation. Features  inc lude a red  s l a t e  gable roof and a  buff  br ick  
facade. R Pal lad ian  window graces the gable.  



3409 Longfellow: b u i l t  i n  1911, A . H .  Xaeseler was t h e  bu i lde r  and 
perhaps the des igner  a s  w e l l .  I t  is one o f  the  b e s t  Chicago School s t r u c t u r e s  
i n  the  Ci ty .  The roof i s  the  main design element; the wide cornice and long 
overhang g iv ing  the bu i ld ing  a s t rong  hor izon ta l  push. 

3401 Longfellow: b u i l t  i n  1507,by E . L .  Wagner Construct ion Company 
( a r c h i t e c t  u n c e r t a i n ) ,  3401 Longfellow is a good example of the A r t s  and 
C r a f t s  movement i n  American a r c h i t e c t u r e .  The end gable  i s  s tucco and h a l f  
timber supported by p r o j e c t i n g  b racke t s .  

3250 Hawthorne: b u i l t  i n  1895, by an unknown a r c h i t e c t ,  t he  house 
is  a ~ o o d  example of t h e  Richarsonian Romanesque s t y l e ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  a b r i ck  
St .  Lcuis vers ion  crf the s t y l e .  Features  include a t a l l  poin ted  gable with 
Pa l l ad ian  window, coupled Richardsonian windows and an eyebrow dormer on the  
s l a t e  roof .  

3005 Iiawthorne: b u i l t  i n  1894, from a design by Ot to  Wilhelmi, 3009 
Hawthorne may w e l l  be h i s  b e s t  bui ld ing.  Features  inc lude  a subdued symmetry 
with broken corn ice ,  an impressive Dutch gable ,  and s e v e r a l  handsome a r t  
g l a s s  windows. The o v e r a l l  Vic tor ian  f e e l  of the bui ld ing i s  most pronounced 
i n  its small c y l i n d r i c a l  towers. 

The l ist  could continue,  bu t  it  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  say t h a t  a wide v a r i e t y  
of s t y i e s  from Georgian Revival t o  French Renaissance a r e  represented  i n  Compton 
Heights and the  Compton H i l l  a r ea .  The only r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  of S t .  Louis 
r i v a l l n g  Compton Heights i n  terms o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d i v e r s i t y  is t h e  Centra l  
West Ens, and the  West End l a r g e l y  l acks  the e a r l y  S t .  Louis vernacular  s t y l e s  
with t h e i r  exhuberant b r i ck  work so  common on Compton H i l l  and i t s  v i c i n i t y .  
Withorit ques t ion ,  the  Compton Heights a rea  i s  among the  f i n e s t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
masterpieces in no t  j u s t  S t .  Louis ,  bu t  the  e n t i r e  United S t a t e s .  
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J A M E S  F C O N W A Y .  M A Y O R  

DONILI.  L SPl\ ,D,  A l P .  D I R E C T O R  

SUITE 1102 L O C ~ S T  BUILDING 
$ 0 1 5  LOCUST STREET. S A I N T  LOUIS, M1550URI 6 3 t 0 1  
TELEPHONE 31d~dZI-ri100 

May 18, 1978 

M r .  Gerald S. Stepenoff 
Grants Analyst id4Y ! 3 1976 
S t a t e  of Missouri Department of 

Natural Resources Office of Historic 
P.O. Box 176 Preservation 
Jef ferson Ci ty ,  Missouri 65101 

RE: Preservat ion Contract 
F i l e  #21-13 

Dear J e r r y :  

Enclosed is a copy o f  the  Compton H i l l  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  l e g i s l a t i o n .  It was 
approved by our  Landmarks and Urban Design Commission on May 11 and by the  
Zoning Committee o f  CDA's  Commission on May 16. It w i l l  be considered by C D A ' s  
f u l l  Commission on May 30, 1978, where i t  a l s o  should be favorably received.  
Following t h a t ,  it w i l l  be introduced i n  t h e  Board o f  Aldermen by Alderman 
Tom Connelly. T h i s  culminates a long involved process;  t h e  Compton Heights 
Survey Map, the  Archi tec tura l  Survey, and now more than one-hundred meetings 
with r ep resen ta t ives  o f  the  t h r e e  neighborhood groups within the  proposed 
boundaries (Tower Grove Eas t ,  t h e  Compton Heights Association and Reservoir 
Square) ,  a s  well  a s  Aldermen and represen ta t ives  o f  seve ra l  City Agencies. 
The format is  t h a t  required by City Ordinance. I n  e f f e c t  t h i s  i s  a board b i l l  
ready f o r  cons idera t ion  by the  Board of Aldermen. 

*so included is  the  Draft Garden Tower East Plan. This  was prepared i n  c l o s e  
cooperation with t h e  Compton H i l l  H i s t o r i c  District P e t i t i o n  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  
land use ,  zoning, s t r e e t  c los ings  and publ ic  improvements would s t rengthen t h e  
proposed d i s t r i c t .  

This completes my work on t h e  Compton.Hil1 District o the r  than appearing a t  the  
necessary public  hearings.  The enclosed Use, Construction and Restorat ion 
Standards w i l l  appear a t  a l a t e r  d a t e  i n  a more c i t i z e n  o r i en ted  and g raph ica l ly  
i l l u s t r a t e d  format. I do, however, consider  t h i s  t a sk  completed with its i n t r o -  
duction t o  the  Board o f  Aldermen. 

The Marketing Posters  a r e  a l s o  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  completed with only t h e  reverse  
s i d e  t e x t  t o  be edi ted  and s e t  i n  type. I now consider  t h i s  is  my major p r i o r i t y  
a s  it i s  already house-buying season and I want t o  put a s  many persons as poss ib le  
i n  our h i s t o r i c  homes. I expect completion within two week*. A s  t he  a c t u a l  
p r i n t i n g  may be delayed f o r  some time due t o  the  necessary bid process ,  e t c . ,  
f intend t o  dr ive  up t o  s e e  you as soon as the  mock-ups a r e  ava i l ab le .  



Mr. Gerald S. Stepenoff 
Grants Analyst 

May 18 ,  1978 

About the  1st of June I hope t o  begin the  Benton Park Archi tec tura l  Survey. 

Our subcontract  with the  Landmarks Associat ion goes t o  C D A ' s  J o i n t  Budget 
and Development C o m i t t e e  tomorrow and t o  t h e  f u l l  Commission a t  the  
same time a s  the  Compton H i l l  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t .  

Yours t r u l y ,  

Kenheth D.  Oestreich 
Preservat ion  Planner 
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