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Pike County, MO 

Constructed in ca. 1885, the City Market at 125 S. Main Street in Louisiana, Missouri, is a rectangular 
red brick building of two stories with an arcaded storefront of rough stone dating from ca. 1900. The 
building, a two-part commercial block with a truncated primary entrance, sits on a limestone 
foundation on the northwest corner of South Main and South Carolina streets. It faces South Main 
Street and, just one block to the east, the Mississippi River. The City Market retains many of its 
architectural features from ca. 1900. These include a decorative metal cornice, windows with 
segmental brick arches and rough cut stone sills, and the arcaded storefront with stonework that 
appears to be Romanesque-inspired. Historic interior features include the original staircase, wood 
trim and tin ceiling in the east half. As part of a recent rehabilitation, nonoriginal beadboard was 
removed from the front entrance and, on the long side elevation, some first floor door and window 
openings which had been infilled with brick were reconstructed. Openings in the rear elevation 
remain infilled. Overall, the City Market is in excellent condition and closely reflects its appearance at 
the turn of the century. It is strongly representative of the early commercial structures that once tilled 
this sector of Louisiana's riverfront business district. 

Elaboration: 

The setting of Louisiana's riverfront has changed over time and as a result of natural disasters, fires 
and changing community needs. Much of this once-flourishing commercial area is now a riverfront 
park with the Mississippi River in full view. Historically, the City Market was the southernmost 
property in a row of commercial buildings on the west side of the 100 block of South Main Street 
(see Photo 1 ). These buildings served the community during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 
The City Market is one block south of the southeast boundary of the Georgia Street Historic District 
(listed 3/16/87). 

The City Market is a rectangular building measuring approximately 32 feet by 74 feet. It has a stone 
foundation, red brick walls and a concrete roof with a stepped parapet. The parapet rises 
approximately one foot above the roofline and runs the length of the south and north (side) 
elevations. The front entrance, from which nonhistoric beadboard was removed for rehabilitation, is 
located on the truncated southeast corner. Here a limestone column supports the overhanging 
second floor and the entrance can be accessed from either the east or south (see Photo 4). 

The first floor of the primary fa9ade consists of a limestone exterior featuring a series of four 
semicircular stone arches (arcading). Each arch, constructed with radiating voussoirs of limestone, is 
rustic3.ted and contains a keystone. Large windows with transoms are recessed below the two 
midale arches. The primary entrance in the truncated southeast corner is double-leaf with a double 
trans2m and sidelights. The doors contain glass panels. A double-leaf entrance to the upper floor is 
rec2ssed under the arch at the north end of the fa<;:ade. The brick second floor wall contains four 



NPS Form 10-900-a 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number _ __,,7 __ Page _ __,2..__ 

OMS AppmvaJ No. 1024-0018 (8...96) 

City Market 
Pike County, MO 

evenly-spaced, double-hung 1/1 windows with segmental brick arches consisting of 
three courses of headers. Sills are slabs of rough stone. An ornate Victorian metal cornice across 
the fa~ade wraps across the first bay of the south elevation (see Photos 2 and 3). 

The primarily brick south (side) elevation is along South Carolina Street. At the corner entrance, the 
first-floor stonework wraps around for several feet into the elevation. A rusticated semicircular stone 
arch with a keystone is above a first floor entrance in the middle of the elevation. Unlike arches in 
the front, the stone in this case does not continue below the base of the curve. The brick waif simply 
continues below the eyebrow-like stone arch. The only other stone in the side elevation is in the form 
of window lugsills which are similar to those in the primary elevation. Two former doorways (they 
apparently are not functional today) with transoms are at the extreme west end and four bays from 
the east corner. These doorways contain painted headboard arranged diagonally. 

The south elevation contains numerous window openings, all segmentally arched with three rows of 
headers. On the first floor, two small, nearly square windows are between the corner and the first 
transomed former entrance. Four double-hung 1/1 windows are between the middle semicircular 
arched entrance and the former entrance at the west end. Upstairs, nine window openings (five of 
which are double-hung 1 /1 s) are irregularly distributed across the fa~ade. Alf of the windows have 
wood sash. The other four upstairs window openings are covered with panels which have been 
painted a dark color (see Photo 4). 

The north elevation originally was attached to an adjacent commercial building or was a common waif 
but is exposed today. This brick waif has been covered with stucco or parched over, and a Butler 
building has been erected on the adjacent lot where an old building once stood (see Photo 5). This 
elevation has a stepped parapet similar to the one in the south elevation. 

The rear (west) elevation once contained arched windows and a rear entrance but at some point they 
were covered with stucco (see Photo 6). Outlines of some of these openings are still recognizable. 

The overall size of the City Market building has remained virtually the same since its construction in 
ca. 1885. Sanborn maps indicate that the Romanesque-looking stonework was added ca. 1900 
when other changes, such as the transformation of the building's northwest corner frame addition into 
brick, appear to have occurred. The use of stone, particularly rough stone, apparently was a popular 
choice for transforming buildings in Louisiana for two or three decades at around the turn of the 
century. The current owners have recently rehabilitated the structure, restoring some doors and 
windows in the south elevation that over the years had been infilled. 

The building's interior has been changed over time to reflect its various uses. Many of the significant 
historic features are intact, however, such as the original oak staircase to the second floor, original 
wood doors, wood wall trims and a tin ceiling in the east half of the building (see Photos 7 and 8). 
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The historic integrity of the City Market remains strong. The building continues to entice customers 
and service the community. It stands today as a good example of Louisiana's early commercial 
architecture near the Mississippi River. 

The City Market is the sole remaining structure of this block of S. Main Street. It has survived the 
changes of the riverfront district and continues to serve in a commercial capacity 
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The City Market building at 125 S. Main Street in Louisiana, Missouri, is eligible for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C in the area of Architecture. This brick building 
ref!ects an architectural device that was in vogue within the commercial community from about 1890 
through 1910, namely the use of rough, rusticated stone to give local buildings a Romanesque look. 
In the case of the City Market, the stone was applied to a building originally constructed in ca. 1885. 
The storefront received most of the treatment, which included arcading with semicircular arches and 
a truncated corner entrance. The City Market is also a representative example of an early two-part 
commercial block in Louisiana. It is the only remaining two-part commercial block in the 100 block of 
Main Street. Historically, the City Market housed an assortment of successful businesses including 
grocery stores. a saloon and billiards hall, restaurants and a bakery. Primarily a grocery store, it 
became known as the City Market early in its history. The ca. 1900 period of significance represents 
the approxirrate date when the building is believed to have been transformed with stonework. It was 
a saicon and billiards hall in the early 1900s, perhaps when the rough and rusticated stone was 
added. The building's present appearance strongly corresponds to how it looked at the turn of the 
cec1tury. The !eve/ of significance is local. Significance under Criterion A for Commerce is not 
claimed at this time because, although the City Market obviously was associated with Louisiana's 
riverfront business center over many decades, it was felt that information to make a sufficiently strong 
case for individual importance in the town's commercial history has not been discovered. 

Elaboration 

The development of Louisiana, Missouri, began in the early 1800s. After being platted by survey in 
1817. Louisiana grew rapidly due largely to its favorable location and topography. 1 Located on the 
west bank of ,he Mississippi River roughly 115 miles north of St. Louis. Louisiana's population was 
almost 200 bl' 1827, and it continued developing as a prominent river port and trading center. 
Louisiar:a was incorporated as a city in 1845, and the commercial success of the city's wharf 
business and agricultural exports provided the necessary capital to begin constructing the city's 
Greek Revivai and Italianate commercial buildings, many of which remain today along Main, Georgia 
and Third Streets. 

Hiswrically, Main Street--one block west of and parallel to the Mississippi River--was the city's 
prominent north-south commercial street. The City Market building was constructed at 125 South 
Ma111 Street in ca. 1885. By 1892, Louisiana was the largest town in Pike County and its merchants 

"G~crgia St~22: ~is:8~ic ~~s:=ic~." xa:~2::2 : ~~9~s:e= o~ ~~s:o~ic ?:aces 
:987) 8.J. 
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enjoyed the advantages of a mercantile city. 2 Gravel roads in every direction enabled farmers to 
bring produce to market. A ferry boat provided access to the Illinois side. The Mississippi River itself 
was a corridor providing much traffic. Finally, the construction of several railroad Jines opened the 
city to an even wider market. During the late 19th and early 20th centuries, Main Street offered a 
variety of businesses including a confectionery, a dentist, a drug store, a dry goods store, a grocery, 
a meat market, a painter, a saloon and a tailor (see Historic Photo, Page 23). The ca. 1890 Palmer 
Hotel, later called the Planters Hotel, was across South Carolina Street south of the City Market 
building. 

Perpendicular to Main Street is Georgia Street, the city's prominent east-west commercial street. 
This portion of Georgia Street is still lined with professional office buildings, commercial shops and 
restaurants. When the Noix Creek Bridge was washed away in 1915, Third Street, one block to the 
west, replaced Main Street as Louisiana's major north-south Street.3 Many original buildings along 
Georgia Street are recognized in the Georgia Street Historic District (NR listed 5/06/87). The City 
Market, southeast of the southeast boundary, is separated from the district by vacant lots and 
noncontributing buildings. A district building on South Third Street is readily visible behind the City 
Market (see Photo 1 ). Like many buildings in the historic district, the City Market was home to a 
succession of locally important business establishments. Its integrity enhances its historic 
importance as an index of the town's commercial growth. 

Historically, the City Market's primary function was as a grocery business. As early as 1872, if not 
earlier, some sort of grocery store was on the northwest corner of Main and South Carolina. In ca. 
1885, perhaps before it became known as the City Market, the occupant/proprietor of the building at 
this location was W. H. Brown. The 1885 Sanborn map {the earliest available) depicts the northwest 
corner building as a grocery store, while the other three corners were occupied by a locksmith 
(northeast corner), a feed store (southeast corner), and the foundation of a three-story hotel (under 
construction on the southwest corner). The 1872 city directory advertised a grocery business 
operated by Benjamin Shelley on the northwest corner of Main and South Carolina, but that was 
probably an earlier building on the site. In the Louisiana City Business Directory of 1892-1893, W. H. 

: Wal:.Cer-Hef'.ne:-s. Pike ('cu!:.':\' 'Jiy-ec':ory for 1892-1893 St. Charles, MO: Geo. B. Walker ar:.d 
Eci. ? . Het-. .ner. 

P. :cl::1. ~oer.e~ Associ3.:.es · I::c., Planning Renert for Ceotral Business Dist::-:ct: 
Lc_"u;s~~~r:.::. Missc.1r~ (Marc:: .:.984) 15. 
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When the nominated property first became known as the City Market, and for how long it was so 
known, has not been determined although it was definitely called that by 1893. In 1887, The 
Louisiana Press referred to the store as follows: 

Will H. Brown, dealer in staple and fancy groceries, is located on the corner of South 
Carolina and Main Streets. By having in stock none but the best articles and by 
selling them at a close margin, he has established himself in a growing business. 
Energetic and honorable, and industrious he has ingratiated himself into the affections 
of the people. He succeeded his father, with whom he was identified in a business 
relation for years. 4 

The grocery business was a family affair to the Browns. Will's father, Henry Patton Brown, had come 
to Louisiana in the 1860s. Well-educated, he began his career as a teacher in Bowling Green. He 
quit teaching in 1864 and opened a grocery store in Louisiana. He became well known as a property 
owner and also built at least five buildings in the town. His ca. 1872 home at the northwest corner of 
Main and Maryland was one of Louisiana's earliest brick residences (see Page 20). This location 
was two blocks south of the City Market. Mr. Brown was active in the community and served as a 
member of the school board and city council.

5 
It is possible that the nominated building at 125 S. 

Main Street is older than 1885 and may even turn out to have been one of the buildings erected by H. 
P. Brown. W. H. Brown clerked for his father while growing up and then followed in his footsteps, 
carrying on the family tradition as a grocer. He ran a successful, honorable grocery business at 125 
S. Main Street from 1885-1893. 6 

In vanuary of 1893, H. J. Armstrong acquired the building at 125 S. Main Street and perhaps was the 
first to call it "City Market." A simple advertisement in the local newspaper announced what may 
have been his grand opening: 

Come to the 

"City Market"" 
No. 125 S. Main Street 

the cash grocery7 

Lc,·,:.;s~3.1:a Press. Louisia::a, ~O. Thursday, April 21, 188'7,pg.J. 

Sc~wadron. Karen. p.;~e ~c~~;·.• Missou-i Peonle Place~ & ?.;~ers, (Louisiana,Misscuri: 
?i~e Cou~ty Historical Socie~~·. 1981) pg.675. 
~ :.__r 3.?e'-12:·21 Ct~r.sus.:SSC. :..c:..:.:.siana, Missouri. 
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The City Market building was associated with various businessmen who contributed to Louisiana's 
commercial growth Louisiana. Through several decades, the building housed a successful grocery 
business, providing a necessary service to the citizens and farmers of Louisiana. The building's 
proximity to the river contributed to its success over the years by providing an adequate source of 
river traffic and facilitating the shipping and receiving of goods. Over time the function of the building 
changed to that of a restaurant, saloon and billiards hall and, by ca. 1917, a bakery. The bakery was 
a successful local business for several years. By 1937, a wholesale grocery store known as Central 
Cash and Carry occupied the building. In 1971, it became a V.F.W. Hall. It continues to serve a 
commercial function today. 

Architecture 

The City Market building is a brick, two-part commercial block. According to Richard Longstreth, 
construction of this commercial property type was widespread in America from the 1850s to the 
1950s. 

8 
This architectural form is found in both large city neighborhoods and small town 

streetscapes. The prominent feature of a two-part commercial block is its horizontal division of the 
fa,;;ade into two distinct zones. These zones indicate how the buildings are used. The lower division 
serves as the public commercial space while the upper floor is more private. 9 Historically, the first 
floor of the City Market housed commercial businesses (the grocery store, etc.) while the second 
floor was used for such things as offices and residential living. 

in 1885, the Sanborn map indicates, the City Market was a brick building with a frame addition on the 
northwest corner. It housed a grocery store in the eastern half and a warehouse and meat freezer 
were in the western half of the building. At this time, the arbitrary address for the grocery store was 
706 South Second Street. Between ca. 1896 and 1902, changes were implemented (including the 
designation of actual street addresses which remain today). The physical changes may have been in 
connection with a fire that is noted on the 1896 Sanborn map. Ruins are indicated on the map at 117 
S. Main Street Oust three doors away from the market), 111 S. Main Street and at an arbitrary 
address, 712 S. Main Street. 

'R~..::r:a::-d Long.sc:~eth, The Buildi~as of Ma:.:, Street, {Washington, D.C.: Preser\~at:.on 
P.!'."<2::3S, 1987) :-±. 
' :..c:-:gs~::-er..l-t :-±. 
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By 1902, the Sanborn map indicates, these wood structures are gone and their lots open. By this 
time many wood structures depicted on the 1896 map had been converted to brick. As for the City 
Market building, a cornice or awning appears to have been erected on the fac;:ade and into the front 
portion of the south elevation. Interior changes also are indicated, with a wall that formerly ran the 
length of the building having been removed. It is believed that the building's Romanesque-inspired 
stonework consisting of an arcaded storefront and bays with semicircular arches was added during 
this period of extensive renovation. An ornamental Victorian cornice apparently either dates from this 
period or is original to the building. 

Within the mortar of the added stonework, an engraving identifies the builder as "J. W. Kemry, 
Builder". That J. W. Kemry apparently was John W. Kemry, a locally respected building contractor 
and mason who lived in Louisiana in 1910.

10 
His father, Samuel Kemry, was also a mason who lived 

in Louisiana at this time. It is undetermined when the Kemrys arrived in town but apparently they 
were not included in the 1880 Louisiana census, and 1890 census data are unavailable for Missouri. 
However, John W. Kemry and his father are listed in the 1892 Louisiana city directory as "contractor, 
builder of stone, brick and woodwork." 

From about 1890-1910, the use of rough stonework became a popular architectural trend in 
Louisiana, appearing in many commercial structures both as the primary construction material and, 
as in the case of the City Market, for enhancement. One of the best known of these buildings is the 
Louisiana Public Library, located at the corner of Third Street and Tennessee (see Page 21 ). 
Construction of the library building began in 1904 and was completed in January 1905. It features a 
unique Romanesque design of Louisiana limestone and is among the first ten Andrew Carnegie 
libraries built in Missouri. Another example of this architectural trend is the Louisiana-Press Journal 
Budding, located at 112 S. Third Street (see Page 22). Originally, this structure housed the Christian 
Church which moved to its new location in 1895. At that time, Mr. I. N. Bryson purchased the former 
church property and extensively remodeled the building using the same Romanesque- inspired 
limestone features as the City Market Building. The primary entrance has a semicircular rustic arch 
and rough cut lintels and sills. The cornice line also features stone dentils and a rustic limestone 
beltcourse. The newspaper moved into its new home at around the turn of the century. 11 
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Another prominent commercial building in Louisiana with early 20111 century stonework was the 
Lacrosse Lumber Company, founded in 1873. In 1910, a corporate headquarters was built at 200 
North Main Street. This building displays heavy Romanesque stonework along the foundation, the 
stone window surrounds and the fa~ade itself (see Page 23.)12 Other local structures built during this 
period which reflect this trend include the 1892 Eugene Field School and the 1890 First Presbyterian 
Church, located on Eighth Street. The application of a Romanesque treatment to many Louisiana 
buildings at around the turn of the century may be seen as the continuation of a national trend that 
Longstreth and others have noted. During this period and earlier, Longstreth observed, buildings 
began to be seen more specifically as ornaments within the community. 13 The application of stone, 
of course, was only one way of beautifying a building but apparently it had special appeal for several 
years in Louisiana. 

Within the past few years, the current owner of the City Market has rehabilitated the building so that it 
more closely represents its historic appearance. With or without stonework, the City Market remains 
the sole two-part commercial block in the 100 block of South Main Street, and this location along 
Louisiana's early, major north-south thoroughfare played an important role in its survival. The 
demise of so many neighboring businesses in the immediate area of the City Market demonstrates a 
significant shift of commercial change and westward development. Currently, Louisiana's main 
thoroughfare is located just one block north of the City Market and the town has grown significantly to 
the west. 

Then and now, the City Market stands as a physical monument to changing commercial conditions 
and the architectural development of Louisiana. It deserves to be recognized as a locally significant 
commercial building in downtown Louisiana that represents a prominent architectural trend at the turn 
of the century. It continues to reflect its ca. 1900 period of significance, and it remains representative 
of the early business entrepreneurs who contributed to the economic success of Louisiana. In 2005, 
the City Market continues to house a commercial function, this time as the New Attitudes Salon and 
Day Spa. 

:
2 r:c::.0.. , Schwadr.:::m. 

13 
Ibid., Longs~reth.pg.29. 
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The City Market is located in Lot 96 of Block 17 in Louisiana, Pike County, Missouri, as indicated on 
the plat map segment included in Section 7, Page 4. The nominated property occupies the eastern 
two-thirds of the lot. 

Verbal Boundary Justification 

The boundary includes all of the land historically associated with the City Market. The City Market is 
located within the same block as the southeast boundary of the Georgia Street Historic District but 
was not included within that district because of concerns regarding an empty lot and a 
noncontributing building. 
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The following information is the same for all photographs: 

City Market 
Louisiana, Pike County, Missouri 
Photos By: Julie C. Kuhlmann, December 2002 
Negatives: Lafser & Associates, 638 Chamblee Lane, St. Louis, MO 63141 

List of Photographs 

1. Looking northwest at primary fac;:ade and south elevation of City Market. 
2. Looking west at primary fac;:ade. 
3. Looking west at first floor fac;:ade. 
4. Looking north at south elevation. 
5. Looking southwest at fac;:ade and north elevation. 
6. Looking northeast at west (rear) and south elevations. 
7. Looking west at original stairway to second floor. 
8. Looking south at original door giving access to second floor. 
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9. Looking northeast at rear and south elevations from southeast boundary of Georgia Street 
Historic District. 
























