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I ntroduction

In 2000 the National Park Service funded a natidewtiistoric context and Multiple Property
Documentation Form (MPDF) entitled “Historic andcAaeological Resources of the Cherokee Trail of
Tears.® The document provides a historic overview of igtaternmental relations between the United
States and the Cherokee Nation, events leadirtetiotced removal of the Cherokee from the
southeastern states, and the location of and experialong the various trail routes. At that time,
however, very little research had been completethemoads of Missouri and likely routes of the
Cherokee through the state. The Cherokee wererkbtoWwave taken three general routes through
Missouri: the Northern Route taken by 11 detachiméhe Hildebrand Route, a variation on the
Northern Route; and the Benge Route. The BengéeRoatably, was largely speculative and possible
routes suggested by tMap Supplement for the Comprehensive ManagementsadPlan for the Trail
of Tears National Historic Trailand Duane King’s "Report on the Cherokee Trail@érs: Correcting
and Updating the 1992 Map Supplemémtfe not consistent with more recent research. Hiliebrand
variation of the Northern Route, too, was largelyihknown in 2000 and in places continues to be so.

The purpose of this MPDF is not to replace theohistcontext provided by the “Historic and
Archaeological Resources of the Cherokee Traile#r$.” That document should be referenced to
explore the larger themes and people impactedéintian Removal Act and the Trail of Tears. Indtea
the “Cherokee Trail of Tears through Missouri, 1:8889” MPDF provides more specific context and
descriptions of the three routes through Missofrichival research on historic roadways has greatly
improved our understanding of the routes of Chezakmigrants through the state; however, survey of
extant cultural resources from the period is lighitéArcheological survey of Trail of Tears-relatdtes
such as campsites, ferry crossings, and buriaéplacalso extremely limited or non-existent. bfiist
accounts and archaeological investigations forka@mwvn Trail of Tears-related sites in Missouri, IBel
Tavern in Greene County and the Widow Harris faeadtin Ripley County were used to inform the
development of the property types. Recent sturbeslucted by the Missouri Department of
Transportation as part of road improvement projemtd Passport in Time projects sponsored by tBe U.
Forest Service on the Mark Twain National Foresehdocumented a series of historic road segments
known to have been used by the Benge Detachmehé @@herokee. The description and registration
requirements for the “Roadbeds and Road Segmerdpépy type was developed based on the findings
of these studies. Additional property types haserbdeveloped based on known information about the
Trail of Tears in Missouri and commonalities witther long-distance trails. As more trail-relatéds

are identified and studied, property types maydebbped or refined and this MPDF amended.

Overview: TheCherokee Trail of Tearsin Missouri
As noted in the introduction, the nationwide MPMistoric and Archaeological Resources of the

Cherokee Trail of Tears” provides a historic ovewiof the complex governmental and tribal relations
that led to the forced removal of not only the @iee, but the Creek, Chickasaw, Choctaw, and

! Philip Thomason. “National Register of Histori@&es Multiple Property Documentation Form: Higt@nd
Archeological Resources of the Cherokee Trail dr$g Listed in the National Register of HistoFkaces in 2002.

2 United States Department of the Interior, NatidPatk Service. “Comprehensive Management and Us®e Rlap
Supplement: Trail of Tears National Historic Traidenver, Colorado, 1992.

% Duane H. King. "Report on the Cherokee Trail oie Correcting and Updating the 1992 Map Suppléniempublished
manuscript, 1999.
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Seminole from the southeastern United States.h€e, only the Cherokee took land routes through
Missouri, the first arriving in late 1837 and tlasti detachment departing the state in February. 1885
date span is the period of significance for the¢@hkee Trail of Tears in Missouri” MPDF. Due te it
breadth and the various roads taken through the, $tissouri has more miles of the Cherokee THail o
Tears than any other state, over 600 miles (seefity).

Thirteen detachments of Cherokee took the ovenlaatk through Missouri. Lieutenant B.B. Cannon led
the first detachment of approximately 365 Cherdkdate 1837.His route, known commonly as the
Northern Route, crossed the Mississippi River Dape Girardeau County, traversed portions of fiftee
countied, and exited into Arkansas from Barry County. Garis is significant as the most used route,
taken by eleven of the succeeding detachments38-38. The detachment led by Peter Hildebrand
took a variation on this route, traveling fartheuth from Cape Girardeau or St. Francois Couniyuttin
Bollinger, Iron, Reynolds, Texas, Dent and Wrigbtiaties, before rejoining the more commonly used
route in Webster Counfy. Approximate 11,000 Cherokee traveled through Missalong the Northern
Route and its variations (see figure 1).

Except for a short segment of road through JackS8ape Girardeau County), the route taken by the
Benge Detachment through Missouri is completelfediint than those taken the other twelve
detachments. Benge entered Missouri in Mississimpinty and traversed portions of seven southaaster
Missouri countie3before crossing the Ripley County border into Awas in December 1839 (see figure
1). The Benge Detachment provides an interestisg study of the Cherokee experience on the Trail o
Tears in Missouri. Though the Northern Route ef@herokee was set in 1837, the context for the
Benge Route is presented first in this MPDF adlastiation of the experience and conditions otlad
Cherokee detachments on the Trail of Tears in MissqdSee Historic Context I: Benge Route of the
Trail of Tears Through Missouri, 1838).

Thousands of Cherokee traveled through Missoutithmy left few first-hand accounts of their jouyne
The three known travel journals are used extenstbhebughout the following historic contexts, bu¢ a
associated with only two of the thirteen Cherokeachments. They were also not written by members
of the Cherokee Nation. The Lt. B.B. Cannon Joliimavides a brief account of the Northern Route
and was written by the military escort of the fistachment on the Northern Route in 1837. ThdoFay
detachment had two chroniclers: Dr. W.1. I. Morrda physician assigned to care for the detachment;
and Daniel S. Butrick,a Methodist missionary who had served among tterdiee in the southeast and
traveled with them to Oklahoma. These documentsige insight into the Northern Route and
conditions of the roads, states, and emigrantdtesed references to the route from governmenfeirte
and financial claims and from witnesses to the eatign also provide some clue to the routes and

* Cape Girardeau, Bollinger, Perry, Madison, StnEais, Washington, Crawford, Phelps, Pulaski, Lée|&Vebster,
Greene, Christian, Stone, and Barry countidste: For ease of reference current county names arehesedand
throughout the document. The current boundaridsnames for Missouri’s counties were not set uhéllate 1850s.
Bollinger County, for example, was part of Capea@ieau County during the Cherokee emigration.

® Thomason, Section E, 56-60.

® Mississippi, Scott, Cape Girardeau, Bollinger, WeyButler and Ripley counties.

” “B. B. Cannon’s Journal of Occurrences with a Paft¢herokee Emigrants. October 1837.” Transcried published
online at Sequoya National Research Celhtityp;//ualr.edu/sequoyah/index.php/journal-of-bitoan-cherokee-removal-
1837/.

*Excerpts published in Vicki Rozema, athices of the Trail of Tear¥Vinston-Salem, NC: John F. Blair Publisher, 2003.
° Cherokee Removal, Monograph One, The Journal ofdd&n Butrick, May 19, 1838-April 1, 183ark Hill, OK: The
Oklahoma Chapter of the Trail of Tears, 1998.
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roadways used by the detachments. Whenever pestiblauthor has attempted to geo-reference people
and places mentioned in sources through land patehbther research. While this makes for an
occasionally overly-detailed text, it serves toniify locations for further study through archeadtm
investigation, and deeper research into oral amilyehistories.

Just as our understanding of the route of the ®failears has changed since 2000, it continuegsdlve
as additional sources come to light. The followdogtexts are just another step in the evolution of
understanding of the Trail of Tears, and may nedaktrevisited and revised as researchers discover
information.

l. Historic Context: Benge Route of the Trail of Tears through Missol838

Note: Some of the events presented in this costeedeeded those described in Historic Context Il:
Northern Route of the Trail of Tears Through Mig$01837-1839. However, very little was known
about the Benge Route when the “Historic and Arotagcal Resources of the Cherokee Trail of Tears”
MPDF was completed in 2000. Additional researchravided new insight into both the route and the
detachment. The following context and descriptiofihe conditions along the Benge Route in Missour
provide a case study through which the larger éxpee of the Cherokee on the Trail of Tears in
Missouri can be viewed.

The Benge Detachment:

John Benge led the Benge detachment and was adsissssistant conductor George Lowrey, physician
William P. Rowles, an interpreter, commissars aagan masters. The Benge detachment, consisting of
approximately 1100 Cherokee including 144 ensl&fedks, departed the Wills Valley in northeastern
Alabama in early October 1838.

In recent years, some authors have envisionedgpartlire of the Cherokee detachments from various
forts in Alabama, Georgia and Tennessee as a mads®accompanied by all due ceremony. In reality,
pressured by the size of detachments, lack of mgahd departure deadlines, the leave-taking vaas m
hurried than grandly orchestrated. On Septembet @8 the Commanding Officer at Fort Payne
[Alabama] directed the Benge detachment to stait jhurney by October 1, using the threat of ougfti

off rations to speed the departure. As of Septerd®ethe entire detachment consisted of 1090 psrso
with “three families yet to come in.” By the tintteat Benge reached Missouri, this number swelled to
approximately 1200 as stragglers caught up to ¢éh@ctiment® To manage the departure, the
detachment’s conductors organized several grotips.first of three hundred and five persons,
accompanied by fifteen wagons, departed on tffern@® an additional twenty wagons scheduled todeav
the next day. The conductors vowed to “continuebmst exertions until the whole detachment is
underway.™ The majority of Benge detachment members depéng&ort Payne area by October 3.

9 The total enumeration of the Benge detachmenesdrom 1079 to 1200, with 3 births and 33 dealtisgathe
route. The enumerations were likely accurate @wtrious times taken. There is evidence in thfit record of
Cherokee joining or catching up with the detachnatomg the route

1 George Lowrey, “Letter from George Lowrey, Septem®9, 1838,” inThe Papers of Chief John Ross, voled,
Gary E. Moulton (Norman, OK: University of OklahorReess, 1985), 673-674. The multi-day departuseriteed
in the letter accounts for the range of departatesinoted in historic accounts and reports. Howd&wvrey's
account is not substantiated by other accounts—bhotae “Employee’s Roll.” The roll lists thoseréd to manage
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The threat of no rations was a major motivatorafgroup already facing supply issues. George Lpwre
wrote that “at least Two thirds [of the Benge dbtaent] is in destitute condition and in want of a0
Clothing and Blankets.” Lowrey urged Chief JohrsRto forward supplies, or provide funds to buy
them at (or before) Huntsville, Alabama. Lowregaatequested additional tents for the emigrantbeas
only had 83 at the time of departdfeThe detachment’s wagon master requested sixtpngfpr the
journey, a number that he apparently obtainedxag siagons (private and public) and 480 horses were
counted when the detachment dispersed in Indiaritdrgr *3

Procuring supplies was one of the logistical nigites of the trip. Contractors like John Colburhpw
accompanied the Benge detachment into Missouri Wiged to organize supplies along the route.
Supplies were purchased out of concessionary fpaidsby the U.S. Government for Cherokee lands in
the southeast ($6,537,634). The costs and tinreenigration were greatly underestimated by those
planning the forced move, with initial projectioosing $66.24 per person for an 80 day journey. The
“days on the road” for each of the thirteen detaehi® organized under Chief John Ross ranged fram 10
(Deas detachment on the “Water Route”) to 189 (slmhk the Northern Route through Missouri), leading
to massive cost overruns and supply issties.

The Benge detachment spent approximately 106 dayiseir journey from the Wills Valley in Alabama
to the Oklahoma Indian Territory. An exact timeliof the journey is impossible to compile, but éhare

a few confirmed dates and locations along the rodgdn Benge and company departed from a camp
about eight miles south of Fort Payne in the Wilidley, Alabama by October 3, 1838. The detachment
is known to have crossed the Tennessee River aeGaifrerry (Alabama) on October 10. The group
crossed the Tennessee River at Reynoldsburg Lafi@rmessee) on Novembet®3Approximately two
weeks later, the Benge Detachment arrived at lramkB on the Kentucky side of the Mississippi River.
There it took 10 days for the detachment to crbsgiter with the last landing on or about November
25"¢ John Colburn places the detachment in JacksapgGirardeau County, Missouri) on November
28", The group exited Missouri near Hick’s (Pittmarerry on December"8or 9" (see figure 2’

An article in theBatesville Newsplaces the group near Smithville, Arkansas onelbdaer 12® and the
detachment disbanded near Woodhall Farms, Indiamtdry (Oklahoma) on January 11, 1839. The
course of events between known dates must be drri@m accounts of other Cherokee emigrant
detachments and a handful of eyewitness accounts.

the detachment and drive wagons, and notes orég tvagons departing on the"28nd none on the $of
September.

2 |bid.

'3 Starr, 104.

“Ibid.

15 According to John Colborn, the contractor taskéth supplying the Benge detachment, the first érmpef the
Tennessee River took three days, the second cgoasiReynoldsburg took five. “Letter from J.L. Gofn to
Matthew St. Clair[e]” reprinted in Gary E. Moultaiphn Ross, Cherokee Ch{@thens: University of Georgia
Press, 1979), 102-103.

1% |bid.

" The “Historic and Archeological Resources the Gkee Trail of Tears” Multiple Property Documentatisorm
states that the detachment left Missouri on Deceréber 7. However, additional research on the route irdsa
a slightly later date.

18 Batesville NewsDecember 13, 1838.
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Between their departure point in Alabama and tebatidment in Indian Territory, the Benge detachment
crossed parts of six states and territories, amaled approximately 800 miles, nearly 160 of them
Missouri. It is thought that the Benge detachnsgaint about two weeks in Missouri, landing on tlestw
banks of the Mississippi River around Novembét 88d exiting after crossing the Current River into
Arkansas on Decembel'®r 9", 1838. Historic accounts have only identified pogential camp site

near the Widow Harris farmstead in Ripley Countyso, only a few eyewitness accounts noting the
passage of what is assumed to be the Benge detactimeugh Missouri have been found. On
December 1, 1838, tl&outhern Advocat@lackson, MO) reported:

Cherokee Indians - During the present week 19Qfisftribe of Indians, which the Government
is engaged in removing, passed through our tovameSof them have considerable wealth, and
make a very respectable appearance; but mostmfahe poor and exceedingly dissipated.

Though the number of Cherokee is much exaggerttisdyews item likely refers to the Benge
detachment because of the date. All of the detaatsrof Cherokee emigrants passing through Missouri
would have also traveled to or very near Jackddost detachments taking the Northern Route (See
Historic Context I, E.21) arrived later in Decemid@&38 or in January or February 1839.

Washington McMinn reported of witnessing the Chemkross his family farm in Bollinger County as a
child. Though only aged five at the time of thee@ikee emigration, the passage left an impression o
the boy—an impression likely strengthened in theryeo come by tales from his parents and neighbors
According to regional histories, McMinn mentioneadgeculiarity which he observed among the passing
tribes which is not generally known, or of whichten@s seldom taken, that the Cherokee tribes had in
their possession many African slavé$The McMinn farm was on the Arkansas to Cape GeauwRoad

in present day Bollinger County (see figures 2 & Bhe Benge detachment was the only group of
Cherokee emigrants that would have passed neéartine

Oral traditions also make reference to the Bengactienent in Missouri, some more credible than ather
Harris family members place the Cherokee emigrantthe family farm in Ripley County (see figures 2
& 3). The “Widow Harris” farm had long been apton the Natchitoches Trace in southern Missouri,
and scientists and explorers such as Henry Scladb(@819), John Bell of Long’s Expedition (1819),
and G. H. Featherstonhaugh (1834) recorded thas it and interactions with the family. The Harri
farm would have been a likely stop for the Chergkel this is confirmed by family members. In an
interview with Dr. John Hume in the 1880s, Mrs. Wagton Harris, the daughter-in-law of the Widow
(Sally) Harris, recalled:

Yes | saw the Indians when General Jackson mowad through. They stopped and camped in
that field down there across the road. They fitleel field plumb full. A squaw and baby died
down there and they buried them up there in theategyard where our folks is buried. My
husband’s brother and Old Jimmy Green went and stiglem the road to Indian Ford. They

19 «Cherokee Indians,Southern Advocat®ecember 1, 1838. Transcribed in Russell Weismanail to author,
December 6, 2011.

20 A History of Southeast MissourChicago: Goodspeed Publishing Company, 1888), 8fhlished online at:
http://www.sos.mo.gov/mdh/Accessed 6/2012.
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came in below Lowery’s old place up the river aldingt old ford. Old man Hicks wanted to
make them pay 50c apiece for putting them overat Would have been 5,000 doll&ts.

The Harris farm, described in more detail latethi@ text, is located about six miles north of Hgek’
(Pittman’s) Ferry near the Missouri-Arkansas bordee figures 2 & 3).

The Benge Route

The Benge Route of the Trail of Tears has beepdaltle “most obscure” of those taken by the Cheroke
departing Alabama in 1838. Most detachments taking an overland route fropadere points in
Alabama and Tennessee to lands in present-day @kkalfiollowed in the footsteps of Lt. B. B. Cannon,
who led a detachment west in 1837 (see Historia&onl, E.21) Called the Northern Route, eleven
detachments crossed the Mississippi River at skfegrg crossings near Cape Girardeau in late 1888
early 1839. The western landing of two of theseds, Bainbridge and Green’s ferries, are listethie
National Register of Historic PlacEsErom Cape Girardeau, those on the Northern Rootedhacross
the state in a high wide arc through central Misisand exited through Barry County in the southweast
corner of the state. A detachment lead by Johha®elided Missouri altogether, making its way ngarl
due west through Tennessee and Arkansas. BellJedha group of “pro-treaty” Cherokee, chose his
route in part to avoid the other thirteen detachsaio were opposed to the Treaty of New Echota.
This treaty, despite lack of support from the CkemNational Council and Principal Chief John Ross,
was ratified in 1836 and outlined the terms thatedhed the Cherokee from their lands in the soudteza
United States.

Historians have speculated why John Benge chogeebidiar route west. Like the eleven detachments
on the Northern Route and those taking a wateermaist, Benge's group was organized and under the
umbrella leadership of Principle Chief John Rosgpdlitical division was not a motivating factdPart

of the route may have been determined by geographg. Wills Valley in Alabama, from whence the
Benge detachment departed, was approximately 1[@3 south and west of the departure points of the
other eleven overland detachments. To join thostae Northern Route, Benge would have added
unnecessary miles his journey. Benge’s choice maag been driven by the need to provision the
approximately 1100 people under his care. Theesleletachments on the Northern Route varied in size
from several hundred to nearly 2000 people eadi, adcompanying wagons, horses, and other
livestock. The sheer number of emigrants put argestrain on resources and inhabitants of whag wer
still, in many respects, frontiers. Depletion tafres and wildlife during the winter months impattet
only the well-being of the Cherokee but the inteatis of the remote areas of the states throughhwhic
they passed.

21 Dr. John Hume, “Interview with Mrs. Wash Harrisiry Settler, 1881 and 1889,” (Missouri Historiaiciety,

St. Louis, Missouri). Quoted in Jerry Ponder, “DRIANational Register of Historic Places Nominatiearm:

Cedar Lodge Historic District, Doniphan vic., Ripl€ounty. Missouri,” on file at the Missouri Stad#iéstoric
Preservation Office, Jefferson City.

2 “Historic and Archaeological Resources of the CReeoTrail of Tears,” E. 71.

% Philip Thomason and Teresa Douglass, “National ftegbf Historic Place Nomination Form: Bainbridegrry, Cape
Girardeau County, Missouri.” Listed in the NatibR&gister of Historic Places, 6/21/07. Publisbatine at:
http://dnr.mo.gov/shpo/nps-nr/07000573,patfcessed 12/16/2013. Philip Thomason and T&esglass, “National
Register of Historic Place Nomination Form: Gredresry, Cape Girardeau County, Missouri.” Listedhie National
Register of Historic Places, 6/21/07.
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Two other possibilities may have impacted the rodtee Northern Route required travel through
lllinois, a free state. Many in the Benge detachimeere slaveholders, and approximately 144 members
of the detachment were enslaved. Legally, meraleting through a free state would not have imgahct
the property rights of slaveholders at that peabtistory. Some, however, may have voiced corxern
about the more militant abolitionists in southdlimdis. More influential may have been familygito

the “Old Settlers,” Cherokee who began to settlstwéthe Mississippi in the 1790s through 1820ke
earliest of these, a group of Chickamauga Cherlgddeby The Bowl, moved to the St. Francis River
valley in southeast Missouri and northeastern Askarin 1794. Their number was bolstered in c. 1810
by a group of nearly 1200 Cherokee emigrants organby Tolontaskee (a.k.a. Tah-lon-tee-skee). In
1811-12 the New Madrid Earthquakes destroyed miithed'Old Settlers” settlement on the St. Francis
River, driving most of them to northwestern Arkasisd olontaskee was a significant leader of the
Western Cherokee living in Arkansas and may haaxeeted east many times to ensure the rights of his
people within the political structure of the lar@terokee Natiofit Tolontaskee was also brother to
George Lowry, a high ranking Cherokee leader uddbn Ross, and uncle to George C. Lowrey (son of
George Lowry) who was a co-conductor of the Berggjachment. Advice from Tolontaskee and other
family members already in the West may have takemgB through the St. Francis River valley and
northern Arkansas.

The exact route of the Benge Detachment througlsddis has been a point of conjecture. Scholars
know where the detachment entered Missouri, arehargl location where it exited. The points in
between have been debated and several alternptivessed. It is known that the Benge Detachment
crossed the Mississippi River at Iron Banks [ColusjbKentucky. A study conducted for the National
Park Service (NPS) and published in 1992, sugglest§rom there the detachment moved north
northwest at an angle later followed by the Belm®ranch of the St. Louis and Iron Mountain Railroad
(constructed in 1869) through Charleston (Missfgsifounty). At Charleston, the detachment is though
to have followed an existing road through Bentoto(ECounty) to a point just south of Cape Girardea
From there, the detachment may have moved wedtsest through southern Bollinger County to (Old)
Greenville (Wayne CountyJ. From Greenville, the group followed the Natchites Trace (a.k.a.
Southwest Trail or Military Road) south through ButCounty, and crossed the Current River into
Arkansas at the southern border of Ripley Codhty.

Noted scholar of the Trail of Tears, Duane Kingygasted a different route for the Benge detachment
across southeast Missouri. In a 1999 review of\thtional Park Service’s Trail of Tears study arepm)
King noted that "a more logical route after crogsim the Iron Banks (Columbus) is a more southerly
road than shown in the 1992 mapping supplemetitis likely they traveled through present day Rop
Bluff to connect with the Natchitoches Traéé.By following King's suggested route, the Benge

%4 Charles Russell Logan, “The Promised Land: Ther@kee, Arkansas, and the Removal, 1798-1839{leLit
Rock: Arkansas Historic Preservation Program, fedblished online at:
http://www.arkansaspreservation.com/pdf/publicaticherokee_removal.pdfAccessed July 26, 2012.

% The current town of Greenville is located approaiety 2 miles north of the original town site. Tioen was
relocated in c. 1940 when the US Corps of Engineenstructed Lake Wappapello as a flood controlsuea The
historic town site is listed in the National Regisof Historic Places. The courthouse square areétdayout are
still evident.

% The 1992 NPS study depicting the route was putisis: United States Department of the Interiatjdval
Park Service, “Comprehensive Management and Usg Mlap Supplement: Trail of Tears National HistoFrail,”
(Denver: National Park Service, 1992).

“’Duane H. King, "Report on the Cherokee Trail of fEe€orrecting and Updating the 1992 Map Supplentent
unpublished manuscript, 1999.
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detachment would have faced a nearly insurmountgigéacle—the “Big Swamp” of Southeast
Missouri. The swamp covered approximately 4 millaxres and stretched from just south of Cape
Girardeau through the western half of the MissBaotheel and into northeastern Arkansas. J. H.
Young's map of the United States, published in 1®8dvides a good illustration of the width and
breadth of this swampland (see figure 4).

Based on historic maps and topography, the rowtegsed by the National Park Service is the more
credible one. More recent and intensive reseavodwucted by Russell Weisman, Senior Historic
Preservation Specialist with the Missouri Departh@é ransportation, has more clearly defined the
route taken by the Benge detachment—a route thatgis somewhat from the one mapped in the
National Park Service study.

Weisman used state laws and surveys designatiage‘ipads,” historic maps, and travel accounts from
the 1830s through 1850s to determine the mosylilalite followed by the Benge detachment. Weisman
notes that there are “just a couple of places wirerexact route is somewhat uncertafh Field notes

and survey maps for some early state roads in Miskave yet to be located, and at times the Benge
detachment veered from the officially surveyed sad the suggestion of locals. These route
alternatives are difficult to pinpoint. Howevenrtions of the route are well defined and segmeftise
historic roadbed, abandoned by later road reroptiag be seen at several points along the route.
According to Weisman'’s research, the Benge detanhfollowed parts of two state roads through
Missouri. One, designated in 1822 and surveyddi8-24, led from the western banks of the
Mississippi River across from Iron Banks (Kentuckgyth through Jackson (Cape Girardeau County),
and ultimately to Chariton on the Missouri Riv2r.

The second state road followed by Benge was the Gajardeau to Arkansas Road. This route was
initially authorized by the Legislature in 1835t Imot surveyed and marked until the summer of 1837.
The surveyed route followed the general path aatier road carved out by settlers and was pagssibl
use by c. 1823° The route connected Cape Girardeau, Jackson ifoGape Girardeau County), and
Greenville (Wayne County) to the Arkansas Territofhe road south of Greenville was also part ef th
historic Natchitoches Trace connecting St. Louiggdduri with Natchitoches, Louisiana. Of the tite
exact path of the state road from Iron Banks t&skat is the murkiest. Copies of the field noted an
survey maps for this route may exist and findirgnths a priority for researchets.In the meantime,
much of the route can be inferred from mid*t@ntury travel accounts, historic maps, and knpaints
that the state road connected. State roads weastnie part, to connect commercial and governnienta
centers (county seats). Itis known that the 18ate road connected the river landing across from
Banks (shown as Baldwinsville on some early mags,Fgure 3) with Benton (Scott County seat), Cape
Girardeau (important river town), Jackson (Capeafdigau County seat), Fredericktown (Madison
County seat), and points beyond.

28 Russell Weisman, email to author, April 23, 2012.

2 Ibid.

% Ibid.

%1 The road commissioners for this route were Willidaines, Col. N. S. Burkhartt, and James Logare Th
surveyor was Maj. Angus L. Langham.
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Upon landing in Missouri, Weisman’s research intlisgdhat the Benge detachment followed the 1824
state road north along a natural sandy river lewpé historic site of O’Bryan’s Landiffgabout 8 miles
north along the river from where the Benge detactiromssed the Mississippi (see figures 2 & 3)onkr
there, they traveled west northwest along O'BryatgR through Matthew’s Prairie (present day
Charleston, Mississippi County). North from Chatta, the road passed the Marias des Peches (Fish
Lake). A portion of this lake and historic roadades are still intact; the area is now the Ro@ert
Delaney Lake Conservation Area on Mississippi Cplaad 222 (see figures 5, 6 & 7). After slogging
through a the low area of Northcutt Swamp (T27N R8ec 15), the road entered the Benton Ridge, an
area of uplands approximately 150 feet higher tharsurrounding lowlands that extended from just
south of Benton north toward Cape Girard&au.

North from Benton, the 1823 State Road followedHistoric alignment of the “King’s Highway.”

Marked out in 1789, this earlier roadway connedMed/ Madrid (New Madrid County) and St. Louis

along even earlier American Indian traééslust south of Cape Girardeau, the road travesseanother

area of swampy lowlands. At the swamp, the roadsad one of the only (possibly the only) state-

funded road improvement on the 1824 state road.829 (and again in 1832) the Missouri General
Assembly authorized the construction of a three hoihg earthen causeway across the swamp, completed
by Andrew Ramsey and company in 1835After crossing the causeway, the road travelealigh Cape
Girardeau to Jackson’s town square.

In many respects, all roads in southeast Missaurto, through or from Jackson. Historic maps show
roads like wheel spokes radiating from Jacksonneoting it to Cape Girardeau, river landings on the
Mississippi River, St. Louis, Fredericktown, Greilevand New Madrid. The road between Jackson and
Greenville (Wayne County) was the next leg of therpey for the Benge detachment. There had been a
road between the two communities, about 65 milestapince the 1820s. In 1837, the route was given
“official” recognition when the Missouri General #embly authorized the survey of a state road
connecting Cape Girardeau and the federally-det@gnidilitary Road through Arkansas. Aaron Snider,
the surveyor appointed by the road commissionerapteted the survey and presented the route in
March 1837. The entire route stretched 110 milekains 66 links (approximately 110.1 milé%).

At the time of the Cherokee emigration, there werdéowns between Jackson (Cape Girardeau County)
and Greenville (Wayne County), nor from Greenwitiehe Missouri-Arkansas border. There may have
been small community or commercial nodes alongahbee centered on important enterprises such as
mills and ferry crossings. For example, the suoveytes for the Cape Girardeau to Arkansas sbaie r
references the National Register listed Bollingéit ¥lon the Whitewater River approximately seven

32 0’'Bryan’s Landing was located near the junctionhaf southwest corner of T26 R17 S36 and the nashw
corner of T25 R17 S1. Following the river, O'Brygmhanding site is approximately 8 miles north lné fanding
site across from Iron Banks. The route as outlingtie text is based on research conducted byeRusisman.
Weisman outlined the route and provided citatienthe author in a series of e-mails in winter amdng 2011-
2012.

%3 Howard L. Conard Encyclopedia of the History of Missouri, v.S. Louis: Southern History Company, 1901,
127. Accessed June 4, 20h#&p://digital.library.umsystem.edu

34 Louis Houck. A History of Missouri, v. 2Chicago: R. R. Donnelley & Sons Co., 1908), 189/Accessed June
4, 2012 http://digital.library.umsystem.edu

* Russell Weisman, email to author, November 1, 2011.

3% “Commissioners Report of the Survey of a Stated<¥oam Cape Girardeau to intersect the Military Baathe
Arkansas State near Pittmans Ferry,” Missouriestathive, Jefferson City, Missouri.

¥ Priscilla Evans, “National Register of HistoriaBés Nomination Form: Bollinger Mill, Cape Girarde2ounty,” listed
in the National Register on May 27, 1971.
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miles west of Jackson (see figure 2). Establishdd00 and rebuilt in 1825, the mill was a ceofer
substantial agricultural community drawing not olulgals, but residents from 70 to 100 miles away to
grind grain. Mills and ferry crossings, where pedpad to pass or may have congregated to wait for
crossings or better travel conditions, often depetbsecondary services such as small stores or
blacksmith shops.

At Greenville in Wayne County, the Cape GirardeaAtkansas State Road turned south, following the
general path of a historic trace that had long eoted St. Louis and Louisiana. The historic ttaae
many names, the most common of which were the Oldvest Trail and the Natchitoches Trace.
Variations on this route south from Greenville leen followed and written about by numerous tragele
prior to the Cherokee emigration, some accountiefoute include those by H. R. Schoolcraft (1819)
John Brown Campbell (1820), John R. Bell (1820)\Ws Featherstonhaugh (1834), and Charles
Daubeny (1838). It is known (or thought) that,tba recommendation of locals and to avoid sonmy fer
fees, the Benge detachment made minor detourstfrersurveyed route of the state road between
Greenville and Hick’s (Pitman’s) Ferry on the Migdgcand Arkansas border. However, the detachment
stayed largely on the route marked by heavy triorainost of the journey. They exited the state on
December 9, 1838 after crossing the Current River.

Following the exact route of the Benge detachmamnodern roadways and highways is difficult. What
were major roadways in the first half of thé"X®ntury have either been substantially rerouted or
completely abandoned. Belmont, the town that gremss the river from Iron Banks (Columbus),
Kentucky, was never a large town but had signifieaas a transfer point for emigrants and trade gjood
Its importance peaked in the 1880s as a point wipeods shipped to Columbus by rail were ferried to
Missouri. Today there are few remnants of Belnexatept for a highway that ends at the former ferry
landing. In very broad terms, the highways thairagpimate the Benge route are: from Belmont
(Mississippi County) Highway 80 to Highway 77, rothrough Charleston (Mississippi County) to Scott
City (Scott County); Interstate 55 to 72 througbk3an (Cape Girardeau County), then west on Highway
34 through Bollinger County to U.S. Highway 67 (n8dva, Wayne County), then south through
Wayne, Butler and Ripley counties to the Missoutkénsas border (see figure 2).

In a few areas the modern highway route closely@amates the Benge Detachment's trail on the old
1824 state road. Highway 77 through DiehlstadhtB8e, and Kelso (all in Scott County) appears to be
on or very close to the original route state robderstate 55, where it crosses the border bet@eett
and Cape Girardeau counties is just west of th&Regee Road and the raised bed of the historid roa
can be seen from the northbound lanes of the tatersLikewise, portions of highways 72 and 34
between Jackson and Marble Hill (Bollinger Couratsg either on the route our closely parallel the
original Cape Girardeau to Arkansas Road. WeBtarble Hill the original route swung well south of
the Highway 34 alignment and may have more clofdlgwed the routes of highways 51, FF and H to
Zalma (Bollinger County), then west on Highway Eotigh Gipsy (Bollinger County), Lowndes (Wayne
County) to Greenville. At least two segments &f éfvandoned roadbed of the Cape Girardeau to
Arkansas Road between Lowndes and Greenville hege nlentified and mapped. Both lie roughly
parallel though well south of (as much as 2-3 milesome instances) the highway within the bouredari
of the Mark Twain National Forest. Identified semnts that retain width and wear patterns charatiteri
of historic trails and roads are being consideoechbmination to the National Register of HistdPiaces
in association with this MPDF.
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Near Old Greenville (abandoned original county sé&vayne County), Highway 67 lies on or
immediately adjacent to the route of the Cape kaAsas Road as it was surveyed in 1837. The
exception being where the original route joggedddhrough the center of Old Greenfield, rathentha
bypassing the now abandoned town as the new raeal ddighway 67 closely approximates the original
route for about 4 miles just north and south ofdlietown. Where Highway 67 now takes a broad S-
curve through southern Wayne and northern Butlanties, the Cape Girardeau to Arkansas Road took a
more direct route south and slightly west. Througistern Butler County and southeastern Ripley, the
historic route follows the current route of variaumunty roads too numerous to name in this document
and in several areas have been completely abanddiileithe abandoned road segments between
Lowdnes and Greenville, a few segments of abandmweativays have been identified and mapped on the
Mark Twain National Forest south of Greenville. €6b abandoned segments are also being evaluated for
possible nomination to the National Register undisrMPDF. The entire route of the Cape Girardeau

to Arkansas Road between Cape Girardeau and threr@&River crossing just west of Currentview,
Missouri has been plotted geospatially in GIS sodhiginal Benge Detachment route can be closely
followed on existing routes or extant abandonednszds identified.

Conditions along the Benge Route

In concept, the route taken by the Benge Detachthemiigh Missouri was deceptively simple. It
covered approximately 160 miles and followed twialeished state roads, one from the landing across
from Iron Banks, Kentucky to Jackson, and the sédmm Jackson, through Greenville, south to the
Arkansas border. For the Cherokee and other traybly foot, horse, and wagon in the late 183ds, th
route crossed swamps, sparsely populated ruggedhtesind took an estimated 12 to 14 days. Acmount
of the weather, roads and descriptions of placasgathe route provide a better sense of conditiobals

the Cherokee faced during their winter journey tigto Missouri in late November and early December
1838.

Weather played a significant role in road condiiamd general welfare along the Trail of Tears,giho
the Benge Detachment seems to have had fewer weaathted delays than the eleven detachments
taking the Northern Route around the same timéialliplans for the mass emigration were for Chemk
detachments to leave from Tennessee and Alabathma1838. The U.S. Military supervised the
emigration of severaletachments of Cherokee at that time. Droughtitiond caused shortages in
drinking water and forced one group off the watarte west onto the roads of Arkansas. Lack of wate
and fear of illness caused George Lowry to petitideshington to allow the Cherokee to delay migratio
until autumn and to organize under their own, nathan military, escort. The drought did not breaiil
late September, and as detachments left they fabhatimeteorologist Mark Rose termed a “treacherous
autumn” that was both rainy and cold. In mid-Nobemit was already snowing in the Cumberland
Plateau in Tennessee according to General Scettfticer overseeing the Cherokee removal. Midsour
too experienced early winter conditiofisAlbert Rockwood, a Mormon settler in west centiigsouri,
wrote on November 11, 1838 that

3 Mark A. Rose, “Meteorological Conditions along fheil of Tears.” (Old Hickory, TN: National Weath
Service, n.d). Accessed July 27, 2042p://alabamatrailoftears.org/photos/02 )pdf
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we had a heavey [sic] fall of snow on the 17 & £®otr also on the 7 & 8 of Novr. Also several
small flurries since. It has been very cold fananth past the ground is and has been frozen,
several inches for a number of weéks.

The first Cherokee detachments to reach the MiggisRiver in late November faced a river already
sheeted with ice. Ice on the Mississippi Riversgalidelays, trapping some detachments in lllirapis f
several weeks. Meteorological data on weatheritiond in the first two weeks of December 1838,
when the Benge Detachment traveled through Misssuniot readily available. Like other detachments
Benge may have faced some delays at the MissisRippr due to ice flows as it took ten days for the
company to cross the river at Iron Banks. Mosbaots of the weather from Cherokee detachments are
from missionary journals, and most of these commantonditions prior to or long after the Benge
detachment moved into and through Missouri. Thet Becounts of the weather and road conditions for
the Benge Detachment come from their supplier, thamaColburn, who wrote:

the weather was extremely cold and the roads eryabad condition from the wet weather, the
want of work and the great number of wagons withémigrants which in many places made the
road almost impassible at least it was with gréétdlty teams with reasonable loads could
make but a moderate days journey . . . [After lesg¥he Benge Detachment] | crossed the
Mississippi river the 30November 1838 the ice was then occurring in a@able quantities —
enough to make it dangerous . . .

Despite poor conditions, Colburn noted that “lcdigered every disposition and anxiety in all the
Cherokee’s of Benge's detachment to prosecute jih@iney and to loose [sic] no time that could
possibly be avoided—indeed they traveled many dédnen the weather was so uncomfortable that |
though[t] it imprudent . . ®

Weather had a profound effect on road conditidmsugh the 1830s definition of “road” was very
different from our concept of roadways even infihest weather. Today's roughest gravel roads doul
have seemed like superhighways to travelers througth Missouri in the early to mid-f&entury. In
early statehood period Missouri, the state’s Gdrfgaembly spent much of each session designating
state roads. The Assembly provided some fundingdoveying roads, but with few exceptions allodate
no money for clearing or maintaining them. As ddbg historian Howard Conard, “State Roads
authorized by the Legislature were 60 feet wide pasbed through more than one county. . . . tieoi
along the route then cut out and worked the réad.”

Depending on citizens to clear and maintain roaas an iffy proposition, especially in sparsely
populated areas of the state. G. W. Featherstghhaescribing his tour through the Slave States i
1834-35, provides a description of a well-maintdingad in the trans-Mississippi West:

From this place [Current River crossing on the MisgArkansas border] we were happy to learn
that a road had been cut out, through the TerriddArkansas, by authority of the government of
the United States, called the “Military Road.” &iriihg upon it, we found the trees had been

¥ Dean C. Jessee, David J. Whittaker, ed. “The Mastths of Mormonism in Missouri: The Albert Perry
Rockwood Journal,BYU Studies Quarterig8:1 (1988), 5-41. Typed as transcribed in theudwent.

9 Moulton, 102-103.

“ Howard L. Conard Encyclopedia of the History of Missouri. Vol.(8t. Louis: Southern History Company,
1901). 367. Accessed June 4, 20h&p://digital.library.umsystem.edu
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razed close to the ground, and that the road v&ismgiiished by blazes cut into some of the trees
standing on the road-side, so that it could nanistaken, a great comfort to travelers in such a
wildernesg?

Featherstonhaugh, who followed essentially the sane from Greenville (Wayne County) to the
Arkansas border as the later Benge detachmentadifind the roads of southeast Missouri quite st w
marked. His tour predated the official designatod survey of the Cape Girardeau to Arkansas Road,
but even state survey and marking did not guaramteell-marked or maintained route.

As outlined in “The Route” sub context, the firsglof the Benge Detachment’s journey through Migsou
followed the 1824 state road. The survey mapshisiroute have not been located and most available
accounts of travelers on the route post-date tlerdkiee emigration. However, these later accounts
provide insight into the conditions that the Betgg-group would have faced. In early 1845, Solon
Robinson wrote a travelogue of his journey in Migséor the New York State Agricultural Society.isH
focus was on the farms of southeast Missouri, bunhbkes a few notes of the roads including this
description of his journey to and through BentooofECounty):

This day [February 2, 1845] in a 20 mile drive om@rstly poor sandy black oak barrens and
across a small sandy level prairie. | passed thir@augouple of miles of Cypress swamp along a
road the like of which would be a curiosity in asivilized country. | do not blame me

inhabitants here for not making a better roadfformay judge from looks they will soon need to
travel but a short road and that [in] a conveyaheg never jolts the rider. Although much of
county is very rich and produces great crops af emd wheat yet there is so much swamp that it
is decidedly sickly. On Monday and in a dull glooand rainy day | had to [go] through 14 miles
more of swamp and overflowing land to reach Missand this is the only road by which half

the inhabitants reach Benton their county seat. éwed this same road the emigrants from
Kentucky Tennessee &c going to Missouri and Arkarfsave to drag their loads of “plundét.”

Based on what is known of other state road suraagsplats from the first half of the "18entury, the

1824 state road likely identified or connected pafmd points such as farmsteads along the route (se
figure 8). Historic maps label the Missouri siddgte Iron Banks Ferry landing as “Baldwinsville,”
though other than brief references little is knavfithis community, which was later known as Belmont
From the Baldwinsville area, the Cherokee traveledh along the Mississippi River bank, then
northwest through Matthew’s Prairie. Matthew'siReawas not a town as much as a neighborhood of
farmsteads. At the time of the Cherokee emigratioaliminary steps toward forming a town had been
taken. In 1837 surveyor John Rodney platted tive tof Charleston for Thankful Randol, Joseph Moore
and W.P. Barnardf. The “town” was little more than lines on papedart‘sort of hotel or boarding
house” kept by Randol when the Cherokee travelenligh the area late in 1838.

2 G. W. FeatherstonhaughExcursion through the Slave States. Vol.(Llondon: John Murray, 1844), 1.
Accessed June 5, 201#ttp://books.google.com

“3 Solon Robinson, “Notes of Travel No. IV - In Mauri Kentucky Tennessee and Missouifiie Cultivator 2:6
(June 1845), 178-179. Quoted in Russell Weismamaiéto author, Russell Weisman to author Novenih&011.
4 Goodspeed, 465.
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The first established town that greeted the Cherokas Benton, the county seat of Scott Colhiyhe
county commissioners for Scott County located dattqal Benton in 1822, just months after the offici
organization of the county in December 1821An “eyewitness” moving to Benton in 1838 and
recounting his experience in an 1867 news artiekedbed Benton as little more than a groupingof |
and frame buildings. At the heart of town wasltigecourthouse described as being roughly 20 feet
square with “a board loft, a door on one side, mdwiv on the other, and a chimney in one end” that
when not otherwise in use was a shelter “for sle®phogs, the doors being like our [current]
courthouse, seldom closed’” Residences and businesses around the squareddch two story double
log house [double pen or dog trot?] . . . kept bstal, or as statutes then defined it, ‘an intawern.’

On the opposite corner was a dram-shop, then caligdcery, kept by John Ravenscroft, and close by
was a small log house, which was John’s domicibove these, and across the street, Joseph Huader h
a store and dwelling house—the only buildings imrtghat could boast paifit. Little could be said of

the society in town or the contents of its storedesu The newcomer apparently withessed two §jktsi
the morning of his arrival, both between leadintigens of the town. The first fight was between a
doctor and the town’s only lawyer, and the othémiken town founder Col. William Myers and the local
blacksmith. Benton had few comforts to offer theawyeCherokee on their march north to Jackson.

Even nearly twenty years after Benge and compawvelked through the area, road conditions had not
improved nor had Benton developed beyond a smidbe. The journal of John Darr, emigrating
through Missouri in 1858, includes comments ondldel824 state road after crossing the Mississappi
Iron Banks:

11" Nov (1858) Leave our camp on the banks of thesiglsppi and wind and drag our way
through the swamps and mud for twelve miles. Wa thass on to a beautiful swamp prairie on
which is located the village of Charleston, a srhatl lively town in Missouri. Pass over some
very fertile lands, and take up camp on the baffikslake . . .Our days travel was only 17 miles,
raining.

12th Nov (1858). Raining, we again resume our jeyripass over hills, swamps and barren
plains. The swamps and lakes are alive with dumks)ts, turkeys, prairie chickens, quail and
numerous other game, not mention bear, deer, paatitemany other wild animals, the country
being very sparsely settled. Roads very muddy. iDelevation we came to the village of Benton,
a small dull looking place. Three miles north ohBm we take up camp having dragged through
the mud 21 mile§’

S Note: At the time of the Cherokee emigration thylo Missouri, Scott County also included all ofgeet-day
Mississippi County. Mississippi County was orgaizn 1845 with Charleston as its seat of governimen

“® Goodspeed, 460.

47«An Eyewitness Account of Benton, as it was in 883 ommerce DispatciNovember 30, 1867. Reprinted in
Edison ShrumThe History of Scott County, Missouri Up to the iYE280,3 Edition (Benton: Scott County
Historical Society, 1995), 173-175.

*8 |bid.

9 John C. Darr, “Diary of an 1858 Wagon Train Joyrhétkins (Arkansas) Chroniclduly 3, 1909 to October 8,
1909. Accessed March 201#tp://www.argenweb.net/pope/wagon.htn@uoted in Russell Weisman, e-mail to
author, November 1, 2011. NOTE: The lake refetoeith the journal is the Marais des Peches (Fiskel, now
the Robert G. Delaney Lake Conservation Area.
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The Benge detachment would have benefitted fromithewildlife later described by Darr, but would
have also suffered through similar road conditionsad and swamps. Though road maintenance was left
largely in the hands of locals, the state did mekmae effort to improve the road. In 1888 state
authorized funds to construct a three mile causatuaygh a section of the “Big Swamp” connecting
northern Scott County with Cape Girardeau. Knowthas'Rock Levee Road,” the causeway was
completed in 1837 at a cost of $1000 per nifilEhe Rock Levee Road improved a section of the old
Kingshighway where it met the newer 1824 state toamoss the swamp. Weisman notes that “The
crossing at this location is constrained by a flakgeography - the swamp is comparatively narrow a
this point but it is also the only place where ¢hessing can be made without having to bridgeeastt”
The new causeway was on an old path through thenpwiadicated on an 1805 map of Cape Girardeau
(see figure 9). A second road, also entering @ipgrdeau from the south, followed the western bafnk
the Mississippi River but required a bridge crogsathCape LaCroix Creek. This roadway was eroded
away by changes in the flow of the Mississippiraitee 1811-12 New Madrid Earthquakes.

The new causeway was a boon to travelers, butluittehe state did little to maintain it. As eads the
winter of 1838, during which time many Cherokeeadbtments were beginning to pass through Cape
Girardeau County, th8outhern Advocatdackson, Missouri] was decrying the conditiontad toad and
promoting its significance to the state. An adtipublished on December 1, 1838 stated:

Levee across the “Big Swamp” — we frequently hbaregnquire, “Will the Legislature do
anything to improve this road” that is, the causgwaeer the “Big Swamp,” about thirteen miles
south of this place . . . The whole Southern deiegavill, doubtless, endeavor to procure an
appropriation for this purpose ... ; When ifsismiudge- recol]lected, that the road is for the
benefit of the whole State — that the farmers oftiNas well as South Missouri, use it in taking
their horses, mules & etc. to market — that muctihefemigration to the state, and especially to
the Southwestern counties is over this road —ahall seasons of the year but particularly when
the navigation of the Mississippi river, abovejisction with the Ohio, is interrupted by ice,st i
important as a means of communication betweemealiriore northern societies of the state and
the Southern country .>*.

Similar to a railroad berm the Rock Levee Roadg# tbut fairly narrow, reflecting Robinson’s 1845
description. Robinson wrote, “Across this swaimpoad is partly . . . over a raised causeway 8nly
feet wide and upon which if two wagons were to nieeifppose one would have to drive over the otker a
there is but one chance in several miles to doumd.®

To maintain the causeway the State turned the waysever to a toll road company by the mid?19
century. In the early J0century entrepreneur and railroad builder Louisi¢koacquired the road,

raising and widening the roadbed. The road sawtiaddl modifications when the surrounding swamps
were drained using diversion channels construcyatid Little River Drainage District. Eventuallyat
causeway was abandoned when US Route 61 was atastin 1925. Portions of this historic causeway
can still be seen in Scott and Cape Girardeau Esjretnd even with modifications signify an impatta
site on the Trail of Tears and an important exampkarly road building in Missouri (see figures&0

11).

0 \Weisman, November 1, 2011.
1 The Southern AdvocatBecember 1, 1838. Quoted in Russell Weismanaiétmauthor, December 6, 2011.
*?Robinson, 178-179.
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From Benton, Benge and his group traveled northceqimately 16 miles crossing the swampy area just
south of Cape Girardeau on the Rock Levee Roadriled above. Established as a trading post in the
1790s, Cape Girardeau became a regional governheentar in the first quarter of the1@entury—
housing the seat of government for a territoriatrilit that stretched the width of the state. True
prosperity came to Cape Girardeau by way of steatrtbaffic on the Mississippi River that between
1830 and 1840 brought “a remarkable expansiorsdfiisiness™ As a regional import and export point,
Cape would have offered a variety of goods andicgesythough the oncoming winter may have limited
stores.

Some ten miles inland from the Mississippi Riveswackson, the county seat of Cape Girardeau County
and a thriving community by the late 1830s. Fouhidel815, visitors to and residents of the comryuni
provided mixed views of the town in fledgling yeai&/riting of his time in the area in the late 18,10

Rev. Timothy Flint called Jackson a “considerabliage on a hill” but spoke despairingly of Jackson
society, writing that his time there “passed maogeaid of interest or of attachment, or comfortublity,

than in any other part of the countR}.”In contrast, the report of Stephen Long’s expedithat passed
through Jackson about the same time, includedepddithe village, saying that “after St. Louis &3td
Charles [it is] one of the best towns of Missouri and contains at present more than fifty hougt@sh,
though of log, seem to aspire to a degree of inapos.**

By the late 1830s, Jackson was taking on a moiishgal character with improved private and public
buildings. Just one year before the first Cherakmegrants on the Trail of Tears passed througmiow
the county constructed a new courthouse on the soware. The commodious new building shared the
square with the old “barn-like” 1818 courthouseilut®39. Completed in 1837, the new two-story kric
and stone courthouse was described as being 45daate and topped by a cupdi&ome of the
wealthier residents of the city also constructeéifihouses. Approximately one block from the town
square is the Frizel-Welling House (National Resgisisted in 19995’ A portion of the frame house was
constructed in 1818 (by Frizel), but in 1838 argald two-story front-gable Greek Revival style #iddi
was constructed (for Welling§. The house and its early wing are examples ofyihes of houses that
may have been common in Jackson at the time dElteeokee emigration (see figure 12).

Between Jackson and Greenville on the Cape GimardeArkansas Road, there were no “towns,” though
some commercial and community nodes were in evielatang established roads. Conversely, some
roads were built to connect existing community eesit West of Jackson, one of the early communities
was the “Dutch Settlement” around Bollinger Milrrederick Bollinger established the mill and sefmara
distillery in c. 1800 on land granted him by theaB8ish government. The grant came with the comditio
that Bollinger develop the land and help to settlérhe original log mill initially serviced theventy

%3 Robert Sidney Douglagistory of Southeast Missousiol. 1 (Chicago: Lewis Publishing, 1912), 256.
** Timothy Flint, Recollections of the Last Ten Years Passed in GaualsResidences and Journeying in the Valley
of the Mississipp{Boston: Cummings, Hilliard, and Co, 1826), 23&cessed March 2012,
http://books.google.com.
%5 Quoted in Douglas, 261-62.
°6 Marian M. Ohman,Encyclopedia of Missouri Courthous@olumbia: University of Missouri-Columbia
Extension Division, 1981), n.p.
" Ben Hartsfield and Roger Maserang, “National Regist Historic Places Nomination Form: Frizel-Viteli House,
EEisape Girardeau County, Missouri, " listed in thetibl@al Register of Historic Places on June 25, 1999

Ibid.
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North Carolinian families (largely of German dedehtt Bollinger brought to the ar&aAs the
settlement grew, so too did the mill. Bollingepleced the log mill and dam in 1825 with a stoné mi
dam and stone and frame millhouse, the same stesctiiat were in place when the Benge detachment
passed the site. The millhouse burned and wasistorted in brick in 186%. The stone foundation
and stone dam dating from the period of the Chexdkail of Tears are still in place.

Due to its early settlement date, the “Dutch Setdet” was a well-established and thriving agricualtu
community by the 1830s. Timothy Flint visited #ewmmunity in the 1820s and wrote favorably of its
general appearance and maintenance. Flint priisefdugality and hard work of the predominantly
German settlers, writing of the efficient divisiand arrangement of the farm buildings and fields.
also noted on the “disposition to build in ston&imited archeological study in the area had intdidahe
presence of scattered farmsteads around Bollingiertiough no architectural survey of rural restes
has been conducted in the county. There are kiaidings in the county that may be representative
the building construction in the “Dutch Settlemé&rithough well off the path taken by the Cherokie,
Abraham Byrd House northwest of Jackson is a gaathple of some of the more commodious
farmhouses that would have been found in the coarttye 1830s. Byrd constructed the two-story
limestone I-house in 18%7. Abraham’s brother Stephen Byrd constructed alyéentical home in c.
1830 (see figure 13).

Flint also praised the self-sufficiency of the et who practiced “all the course trades and
manufacturers among themselvé&s.Flint's only real criticism of the community wétse prevalence of
alcohol, noting that “almost every farmer had hilery, and that the pernicious poison, dribbfiesn

the corn . . * Because of the relative density of populatioruacbBollinger’s Mill, the Cherokee may
have been able to purchase or trade for food aret gbods to supplement what they carried with them
Additionally, probate records filed after the deattrrederick Bollinger in 1842 indicate that hermad
blacksmithing tool§? If needed, the Cherokee could have stopped atinéo make repairs.

The rural areas near Cape Girardeau, Jackson dhidggo Mill were relatively well populated in the
second quarter of the #@entury. Surveyor notes identify farmsteads aheérdandmarks along the
Cape Girardeau to Arkansas Road every half mitaite in current western Cape Girardeau and eastern
Bollinger counties (see Figure 8). At the timelod Cherokee emigration, the population of Bollinger
County was not sufficient to support county goveentrand the county was not created until 1851.
There were scattered farmsteads all along the tmiteeen Bollinger Mill and Greenville, includinigatt

of the McMinn family. As noted earlier in the teMVashington McMinn distinctly remembers seeing the
Cherokee cross his family farm. His parents, Sdisne Mary, settled in Bollinger County in c. 1819.

%9 Priscilla Evans, “National Register of Historim&es Nomination Form: Bollinger Mill, Cape Giraede
County,” listed in the National Register on May 29/1.

0 Evans.

®1 Terri Foley, “National Register of Historic Pladgsmination Form: Abraham Byrd House, Cape Giratde
County, Missouri, " listed in the National Registar June 21, 2007.

62 Quoted in M. Colleen Hamilton, et al, “Report dfa@e | Cultural Resources Survey of Bollinger I8iiate
Historic Site, Cape Girardeau County, MissouriAfcheological Survey, University of Missouri—St. wis for the
Missouri Department of Natural Resources, Divisiéistate Parks, June 1989, p. 22. Report on fiteeaMissouri
State Historic Preservation Office, Jefferson Qifyssouri. Note: this report provides a broad eiewr of the land
and household goods of Frederick Bollinger in tharg preceding and immediately following the Cheesok
emigration.

% Ibid.

% Ibid.
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The location of the McMinn farmstead is known. $nuctures dating from the 1830s are extant, but
historic trail swales parallel a modern gravel drand extend past a post-1860s (?) house and modern
outbuildings (see figure 14).

Accounts of travel between Bollinger’'s Mill and @rwille are limited, despite the use of the road by
emigrants to Arkansas and Texas in the 1830s awimg population in Bollinger and Wayne counties
by the mid-19 century. John Darr made some minor notes orrdwels through the area in 1858. His
diary entry for November 15, 1858 states that ataching the Whitewater River “we tackle the mud
again, meeting with hilly and rough country.” Liltee Cherokee, Darr too crossed the McMinn farm,
finding a long-lost aunt (Mary B. McMinn). FromalMcMinn farm, Darr and company crossed the
Castor River, “a small and very clear stream he#e. tontinued by noting that the country was well
watered, “but poor and hilly.” On November™Barr wrote that “we now pass over some of the @stor
and hilliest country | ever savf®

Like Darr, the Benge detachment would have met witlldy and rough roads and a general lack of
ready supplies. Darr and his party took a differente to the Missouri-Arkansas border after enter
Wayne County than did the Cherokee—veering fantbesst through Carter and Oregon counties. His
general description of the availability of supplieay be similar to conditions met by the Cherokee.
Darr’s November 19 diary entry noted, “finding harel there small settlements in the coves andyglle
which grow such as corn, wheat and the laziestlpempearth; as if we wanted to buy corn or postoe
we had to gather and dig them. As to flour and meatould scarcely buy either, as mills were sgarce
sorry affairs and usually unhandy, they did notesgwdo have the energy to go to mill, or had nofase
money. Meat we could always get plenty and chesthey got it out of the wood&®”

The Cherokee are known to have hunted to supplepugohased supplies and rations. Describing a
Cherokee detachment [Hildebrand’s] in the Arcadigdléy in early 1839, Theodore Russell wrote:

| think, the hunters supplied their own meat outhef woods . . . The hunters spread out like a
fan, and started through the woods towards the ca@®rping place, about ten miles ahead, and
swept everything before them in the way of gameriridy the day deer could be seen running as
if the “Old Scratch” was after theff.

Russell describes hunters bringing in fox, squitrelrkey, deer and “smaller game” to supplement
rations of corn and oats.

(Old) Greenville, the historic county seat of Way®aunty and the intersection of the Natchitochexcér
and Cape to Arkansas Road, may have been a wekitarte the Cherokee. Like Benton, however,
Greenville did not have much to offer based onohistaccounts of the community. Henry Schoolgraft
on his tour through Missouri and Arkansas in 18h8de a brief stop in Greenville. Of the town, he
wrote, “Here is a village of ten or fifteen houses|uding a gristmill; and a public ferry kept by.
Bettis.”® The town had not grown much when, in 1834, G.¥atkerstonhaugh and his son arrived in

% Darr.

% |bid.

67 James F. Keefe and Lynn Morrow, edd, Connecticut Yankee in the Frontier Ozarks: Thitivgs of Theodore
Pease Russe{Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 1988)511

®Henry R. Schoolcraft,Journal of a Tour into the Interior of Missouri ardkansaw(London: Sir Richard
Phillips, & Co, 1821), accessed March 2012, hthpdks.google.com.
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the community. Featherstonhaugh praised the sganeund Greenville, noting that the town was
“beautifully situated on a rich bottom of land ¢ teast bank of the St. Francis, a fine clear mstiagaout
eighty-yards broad® Of the town, however, he had no positive words @escribed it as “a poor
wretched collection of four or five wooden cabiméiere the miserable inhabitants die by inches ifif ch
and fever.” The town did have “that indispensabledezvous of every settlement, a dirty-lookingesto
where all the vagabonds congregate together, taistspolitics and whiskey” George Engelmann, a
physician and scientist, stopped in Greenville889, just one year after the Benge Detachment.
Engelmann called the town “insignificant” in appaace, but noted that “I am told that a lot of basmis
transacted here. Our host, Mr. Plott, gets pahisofjoods there, tho it is 100 miles away [frorotfd
home in Arkansas]™ As a regional supply depot and trade center, &ite may have offered some
comforts to the Cherokee despite its lowly buildimgnd small size.

Greenville became the county seat of Wayne Coumfy3iL8, but its roots were in the earlier settlemen
of Bettis’ Ferry (a.k.a. Cedar Cabin). Dr. ElijBhttis and his family settled on the St. FrandieRin
1807/ His son, also named Elijah (who also practicediire), ran a ferry on the St. Francis until c.
1830 when he sold it to Thomas Wight. The StnéiaRiver at the Bettis/Wight Ferry has changed
somewhat since the 1830s, due in part to latecé@tury development of the river and mid"2@ntury
flood control efforts. It is still a “fine, cleatream” as described by Featherstonhaugh, but sbthe
“sandbars and islands overgrown with willows” noblsdEngelmann have been remov&dThe Wight
family home site on the banks of the St. FrancieRiincluding the family cemetery, is listed ireth
National Register of Historic Places as part of@te Greenville Archaeological Sifé. A segment of
abandoned Natchitoches Trace roadbed on the sidetlofsthe river lies outside the site boundaries,
provides a significant link to the river, surrounglisites, and historic emigration route (see figui® &
16).

Between the St. Francis River and Arkansas bordeoligh terrain and more river and stream crossing
Schoolcraft described the area, noting:

The Road from Black River to the river St. Franaislistance of seventeen miles, lies for the first
eight miles [south to north], across an elevatddeiof secondary lime-stone rock, intersected by
deep valleys, running in all directions, which giveomewhat the appearance of a plain full of
high conical hills. These are covered with stoniythat sustains a growth of yellow pine. The
remainder of the road is carried along a gravelty,valley that winds among similar bluffs to the
river, and there terminates in the alluvial forroatof the St. FranciS.

% Featherstonhaugh, 335.
0 |bid.
T william G. Bek, “George Engelmann, Man of Sciereart I1l.” Missouri Historical Revie3:4, 525.
2 James E. and Cynthia R. Price, “Greenville onShéd-rancis, Report on a Brief Literature Searah an
Archaeological Testing Program at the Town of Otg&ville, Wayne County, Missouri,” (Center for
Archaeological Research, Southwest Missouri Staiigesity, Springfield, Missouri, January 1979).cépy is on
file at the Missouri State Historic Preservatiori€, Jefferson City, Missouri.
73

Bek, 525.
" Suzanne E. Harris, “National Register of Histdtlaces Nomination Form: Old Greenville, Wayne gy
Missouri,” listed in the National Register of Histt Places on February 17, 1990.
> Schoolcraft, 88.
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Featherstonhaugh, like the Cherokee after himeteavthe opposite direction of Schoolcraft. After
crossing the St. Francis River and subsequent [E5 mi ridges and ravines, he and his son forded th
Black River. This “broad limpid stream” gave thavielers some problems, the swift flow of which
frightened their horse. Forced to wade into theash to encourage the horse across, the son wakddo
from his feet near the stream edge having beeervars frost during the past night, the water wéeiby
cold, and he suffered a great dedl.The Cherokee, most of whom were on foot despitaerous
wagons and riding horses, likely had similar praideat the Black River and other fords.

The next site of note along the Natchitoches Traaessthe home of the Widow Harris (Ripley Coungy),
place visited by Schoolcraft, John Bell, Feathersémgh, and the Benge Detachment. The Micajah and
Sally Harris family settled along the Natchitocfi@ace in 1814 after being driven out of Southeast
Missouri by the 1811 and 1812 New Madrid earthqaakdicajah served as Justice of the Peace and
county road commissioner before his death in 18&24lly continued to live on the family farm withrhe
children until the 1850s. The Harris home wasnapdrtant site locally, serving as the county camd
territorial elections in the late 1810slt was also visited by numerous travelers orttaee, several of
whom wrote about their experiences at the Harrimfa

G. W. Featherstonhaugh provided the most elabdesteription of the Harris farm and family. The
Harris’s “kindly received” the weary travelers, éfing them a meal of “fried bits of pork, with wers
bread, and no milk.” Though disparaging of thevjgions, Featherstonhaugh was more complementary
of the double cabin (likely a dog-trot), “a veryoper arrangement, as there were both males andefema
in the family.”® In describing the family he wrote that “Take thtagether, they were an amiable and
good family of people and not without the meanbvirig comfortably if they only knew how to set
about it.” An extensive historical and archaeatagstudy of the Harris site conducted by James and
Cynthia Price in the late 1970s reflected, “Sucls e view of an English gentleman toward a family
and a place in the Ozarks, a world he little urtdexs™® Contrary to Featherstonehaugh’s estimation,
the Prices found the Harris family to be well-affdomparison to other contemporary settlers in the
Missouri Ozarks. Many of the Cherokee likely fduhe Harris farm similar to what they had left
behind.

The Harris farmstead was located approximatelyrsi@s north of the Current River and the Arkansas
border. As noted earlier in the text, an intervigith Mrs. Washington Harris (daughter-in-law ofliga
Harris) in the 1880s indicated that the Cherokerpeal on the farm and that the burial of a woman and
her child occurred while at the site. After leaythe Harris farm, the Benge detachment would have
been about a half-day’s journey to the Current Rivessing at Hick’s (Pitman’s) Ferry. To avoi@th
expense of the ferry crossing, Mrs. Washington idaroted that her brother-in-law and a neighbor
showed the detachment an alternative crossinglarirFord. A site purported to be Indian Fordsted
in the National Register, though the location & tbrd used by the Cherokee at this site has been
disputed. After crossing, and possibly campinthatsite of the ford, Benge lead his detachmergjton
the Natchitoches Trace and enter into ArkansashikVdlays of exiting Missouri, the company passed
through Smithville and Batesville, Arkansas. Sebrone month later, the detachment arrived in the
Indian Territory (Oklahoma).

8 Featherstonhaugh, 343.

" James Price, “The Widow Harris Cabin Site: A Blacthe Ozarks."Ozark WatcHL:4 (Spring 1988). Accessed
January 1, 2012, http://the library.org/lochistaipgicals/ozarkswatch/ow104b.htm.

8 Featherstonhaugh, 355.

9 James Price.
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. Historic Context: Northern Route of the Trail of Tears through Mig$01837 to 1839
Detachments on the Northern Route

Lt. B. B. Cannon led the first large entirely owertl detachment of Cherokee following the Treaty of
New Echota. Leaving the Cherokee Agency near €stanh, Tennessee in October 1837, Cannon and
approximately 365 Cherokee set what became knowimeasorthern Route of the Trail of Tears. This
route was followed by eleven detachments of Cherakeler the direction of John Ross in 1838 and
1839 and took an arching path northwest out of €esee, through southern lllinois, central and
southwest Missouri and northwestern Arkansas. folh@wving detachments traveled through Missouri in
the winter of 1838-3§°

Conductor Assisted by: Enumeration Enumeration | Deaths Days on Road
upon leaving per upon arrival reportedin
US military (Per US military
Chief John Ross, reports
in parenthesis)
Hair Conrad Daniel Colston 710 (729) 654 54 148
(replaced by Colston)
Elijah Hicks White Path (died en 859 (858) 744 34 126
route -replaced by
William Arnold)
Jesse Bushyhead Roman Nose 846 (950) 898 38 178
Situwakee Evan Jones 1205 (125b) 1033 71 149
Old Field Steven Foreman 841 (983) 9211 b7 153
Moses Daniel George Still 1031 (1035) 924 48 164
Choowalooka J.D. Wofford 1120 (1150) 970 162
(replaced by
Thomas N.
Clark before reaching
Missouri)
James Brown 745 (850 717 3f 147
George Hicks Collins McDonald 1031 (1118) 1039 189
Richard Taylor Red Watt Adair 897 (1029) 94p 55 186

A detachment lead by Peter Hildebrand also follotiedNorthern Route, though the group took a
variation of the route out of Cape Girardeau Coyatysing through Fredericktown and traveling thioug
portions of present-day Iron, Reynolds, Dent, Teaas Wright counties before reconnecting with the
Northern Route in Webster County. Hildebrand laatbtachment of 1449 (1766 per Ross) and arrived
with 1311. They spent 154 days on the rdad.

TheRoute: Places and Experiences

8 Table derived from information provided in “Histoand Archeological Resources of the Cheroked ofdiears,” E,20-
21, and Emmet StarHistory of the Cherokee IndiangOklahoma City: n.p., 1921, reprinted Baltimo@enealogical
Printing Co., 2004), 103. For reference purpoesdetachments took on the name of their conductor
81 H

Ibid.
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There is some irony in that so many removal grarganized under John Ross followed in the footsteps
of Lt. Cannon’s detachment. Cannon led a groymraftreaty Cherokee that moved west voluntarily,
while Ross’s supporters protested the treaty angechwest reluctantly—even if under their own
management. The use of Cannon’s route is alsecit@tause of Dr. G. S. Townsend’s denouncement of
it. Townsend, a physician, accompanied Cannomgpand reported in January 1838 of the “deletsriou
effects” of the “miasmatic exhalations of the immeswamps” near the Mississippi River crossing.
Cannon’s charges keenly felt the effects of illn@sd exposure and were delayed several days due to
sickness while traveling through Missouri. Towrgaitso reported that the “experiment just made of
land transportation will not justify a repetitiogither on account of economy, expedition or contimthe
Emigrants,” suggesting instead a water route teresively reduce overland traél. Townsend’s report,
provided several months before the departure olneen following contingencies, went unheeded.

Cannon’s own journal of the trip, in true militaitsfashion, provides no opinion on the pros analscof

the method of transportation or route taken. Hyerted of births, deaths, and delays with a mininoim
words. Standard entries relate starting and shgpiiines, locations of camps, and rations issuigaly
once during Cannon'’s time in Missouri did eventstphim into relative loquaciousness. Overall Canno
seemed sympathetic to true sickness among his, géogyping for several days along the road to “make
the best possible arrangement for the si¢kSelf-inflicted misery, however, met with lessai@nce. On
November 20, 1837 Cannon’s party passed throughiRgton where several members of the party
purchased alcohol. After a rowdy night in camp tbeced Cannon out of bed to “quell the disorder,”
some refused to march on. One can imagine thealthat followed the refusal, though Cannon’s words
were tege, “Marched at 8 o'c., A. M. in defiandatmeats and attempts to intimidate, none remained
behind.’

The Cherokee on the Northern Route crossed moesmiflMissouri than any other state, passing
through fifteen Missouri counties. The contingesadf Cherokee approached the Mississippi River on
the Golconda-Hamburg Landing Road through southimpis and crossed the river at either the
Hamburg Landing (IL)/Bainbridge Ferry (MO) crossiogthe Willard Landing (IL)/Green’s Ferry (MO)
crossing two miles to the north (see figures 1783 1Cannon’s group crossed at the Bainbridge Fary
November 12-14, 1837. On the Missouri side, boéhRainbridg®® and Green’s Ferf{sites are listed

in the National Register of Historic Places (2083 )are segments of the Bainbritigend Green’s Ferry
roads that lead from the ferry sites westward towiackson.

824Dr. G.S. Townsend's report of a land detachm@anuary 25, 1838.” Republished in Vicki RozemaMaices

of the Trail of TearsWinston-Salem, NC: John F. Blair Publisher, 2088.97.

8«B, B. Cannon’s Journal of Occurrences with a YPaftCherokee Emigrants. October 1837.” Transctiaed
published online at Sequoya National Research Gdritp://ualr.edu/sequoyah/index.php/journal-of-biooan-
cherokee-removal-1837/

 Ibid.

8 Philip Thomason and Teresa Douglass, “Nationai$tegof Historic Place Nomination Form: Bainbridgerry, Cape
Girardeau County, Missouri.” Listed in the NatibRagister of Historic Places, 6/21/07. Publisbetine at:
http://dnr.mo.gov/shpo/nps-nr/07000573, patfcessed 12/16/2013.

* Philip Thomason and Teresa Douglass, “National ®egbf Historic Place Nomination Form: Green’srife€ape
Girardeau County, Missouri.” Listed in the NatibRagister of Historic Places, 6/21/07.

¥ Philip Thomason and Teresa Douglass, “National fegif Historic Place Nomination Form: Bainbridggrry Road,
Cape Girardeau County, Missouri.” Listed in thdibl@al Register of Historic Places, 6/21/07. Pshid online at:
http://dnr.mo.gov/shpo/nps-nr/07000577 patfcessed 12/16/2013.
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Much of eastern Missouri along the Mississippi Rivad long been settled by the 1830s and had an
established pattern of roadways. Both the Baimgjarighd Greens'’ ferries had been operating since the
early 1800s and roads to and from these crossingsger settlements in the region were well-woyn b
the time of the Cherokee remoValTrails and post roads connecting larger townssatiements had
also been established and by the mid-1830s weng Iearked and at least minimally maintained by the
more established counties’ courts.

The Jackson to Farmington Road, part of the NantReute, is a good example of increased local
government attention to road marking and maintemamthe years immediately preceding the Cherokee
emigration. In March of 1836, for example, the Ciyudourt of Cape Girardeau charged the road
commissioners responsible for the road “leadingnfdackson to Greens old ferry” and from “Jackson to
Farmington . . . to enroll all hands so able” takthe roads in their respective distrittd.hat same day,
the court divided the “Jackson to Farmington” ra&d districts. In August of the following yeargey
County officially marked the existing trail fromclason to Farmington through the county noting that
soon as an overseer will be appointed it will tleefourth [sic] be a Public Highway, the said roadé
opened forty feet in width®

The State, too, took interest in establishing raadyvthough the honor of being a “state road” was
dubious at best. Designated state roads wereaBnen or slight derivations of long-establishedils.
The Missouri General Assembly provided funds tavsyrand mark roadways, but with very few
exceptions (see Rock Levee Road discussion in titisfmntext I, E.15) left the clearing and
maintenance of roads to counties or property owné&annon and succeeding Cherokee emigrants
followed one such state road from Farmington toMiassey Iron Works in Crawford County. On
February 3, 1837 the General Assembly passed “Atoagstablish a state road from Ste. Genevieve to
Caledonia, and from Caledonia to Courtois MineBer the requirements of the act, road commissioners
were to meet in Ste. Genevieve to view and madad from Ste. Genevieve to Farmington, thence to
Caledonia, Harmony (near Courtois Mines) to the dé¢gdron Works. The Assembly set April 1837 as
the start date for the survey, but allowed mora tgear’s grace period for the commissioners tetme
and start work. The completed plat of the road wwdse provided to the county courts that wouldhthe
responsible for opening the road to at least 20ifewidth and maintaining it

The Northern Route can be best visualized by falgwresent-day maps and roadways. This must be
done with the understanding that parts of the rodg have long been abandoned due to improved road
building technologies, modifications or improvengetd roadways or changing settlement and
development patterns. Some sections, howevevgeaydikely under or immediately adjacent to exigti
routes. The Cherokee crossed the Mississippi RiteMissouri at Bainbridge and Green'’s ferriese(s
figures 17 & 18). Roads leading from the ferriedackson intersected east of the present intereait
Highway 177 and MO V. It may have been at thistmmn that the Cannon Party camped on November
14 and 15, 1837. Cannon'’s journal notes that teegamped at Mr. Williams” for those two days. At

* See Bainbridge Ferry and Green’s Ferry Nationali®egof Historic Places nominations referencefbatnotes 85 and

86 for more information.

89 «Cape Girardeau Court Records,” March 16, 1836py0of page on file Missouri State Parks Archivegillof
Tears National Historic Trail files, Jefferson Ciissouri.

9 “perry County Court Records,” August 10, 1837.pZof pages 187 and 188 on file Missouri State ®ark

Archive, Trail of Tears National Historic Trail &, Jefferson City, Missouri.

1 Laws of the State of Missouri Passed at the Fiess®n of the Ninth General Assemblgfferson City, MO:
Enquirer Office, 1840, 100-101.
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the time land adjacent to the road was owned blyal€s Williams (see figures 17 & 18).A one-half

mile portion of the now abandoned Bainbridge F&ogad is preserved at Trail of Tears State Parksand
listed in the National Register of Historic Placd$he “Greens old ferry” road to Jackson roughly
followed the paths of routes V and W westward, ingrsouth on Jackson’s Greensferry Road toward the
courthouse square. It is known that some of Clemran the Northern and Benge routes passed through
Jackson’s courthouse square, though it is alstylikat some family groups took various parallaltes
north and south of the square through the towrvéidecongestion.

From Jackson, the Northern Route followed the Jatks Farmington Road. B.B. Cannon noted in his
diary on November 16, 1837, that after passinguinaJackson his contingency “encamped at widow
Roberts on the road via Farmingtdf.’From Jackson the historic road roughly followethware now a
series of lettered highways and county roads, titledf auto traffic long ago moving to highways aid

67. The modern highways connecting the two towasaasome points many miles to the south and west
of the historic Jackson to Farmington road. Thamexity of the historic route following existing
roadways is daunting to outline, and is too dedatitedescribe in this document. As an illustratite
roughly 25 mile trip from Jackson through northeé2asllinger County to the Perry County line follows
segments of 13 county roads and rural highwaysneScurrent road names, however, provide clues as t
the historic route of the Cherokee such as theJ@bttson Road that extends from the southeast bofder
St. Francois County northwest through Libertyvilled into Farmington (see figure 2).

From Farmington, Cannon and later parties likellpfeed the state road connecting that town to an
important industrial center in Crawford County—tflassey (later Meramec) Iron Works. As noted
above, the Missouri General Assembly designatedahie a state road in 1837. It is currently unino
how far along the state road commissioners weseltiveying and marking the route when Cannon
traveled through Missouri in November and Decendl®&7, or even when later contingencies followed
in the winter of 1838-39. Cannon’s journal, howeweakes note of several towns and places mentioned
in the Act including Farmington, Caledonia, the t@wis diggings,” (a mining area in Washington
County) and “Masseys Iron works&*”

The brief mention of Caledonia and the “Courtoiggilaigs” in Washington County does not give justice
to what at the time was a long settled, if remagion of the state. Caledonia was in the nortkention
of the Bellevue Valley, a predominantly agriculfuaeea first settled in c. 1800. By 1817 the setint
boasted a smithy, distillery and store. The tofvG@aedonia was platted in 1819. The economic
prospects for the community were closely tied ®ldad mining industry to the north and many of the
town and valley's residents prospered both fronphtipg the mining district and through investingits

92 Land Patents were issued for portions of T32N,\WR18ections 18 and 19 to Charles Williams in 1888 #837. These
lands lay at or very near the intersection of HWy and MO V. This property is also 4.5 to 5 milesst of Bainbridge
Ferry, the distance that Cannon estimated the padymoved from Bainbridge Ferry. Bureau of Lanansigement,
General Land Office land patent searcttp://www.glorecords.bim.govAccessed 10/18/2013.

9 Cannon’s Journal, n.p. In the 1820s and 183@grakRoberts were living in Cape Girardeau Courty.

possible candidate for “Widow Roberts” was a MapbBrts listed as living in Byrd Township in the 08&knsus
(Jackson is located in Byrd Township). Mary (ag€e49) was listed as the head of household liwitg three

girls and one boy under the age of 19. Additiorakarch into land records is needed to identdyettact location

of Mary Robert’s property.

% cannon’s Journal. Journal entries for Novembe22022 and December 6, 1837.




United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section No. E  Page _ 25 Cherokee Trail of Tears in Missouri, 1837-1839
State of Missouri

mines and furnacées. Despite its relatively long settlement historytlie late 1830s Caledonia and its
immediate surroundings (notably to the south) vegiteseemingly remote. Writing of his visit togh
valley in c. 1840, Theodore Russell noted:

Belleview Valley, although it had a good many fayiarsd some of them quite large, each with its
large family of negroes and all the necessary gkl . . log houses and negro cabins, log
stables and cribs . . . which made quite a towhsyeh a farm or plantation was isolated from all
the rest of the world . . . back and forward, tlgio winding ways . . , you had to have a guide,
the roads so narrow, the steps so higf?. . .

The Cherokee on the Northern Route would have dass@y of these scattered farms and may have had
an opportunity to trade with residents or at tleeestun by Jane Thompson in Caledonia. Danieli@ytr
who traveled with Taylor's detachment of CheroKeand Caledonia to be a “handsome village . . t nea
and the country around delightful. The peopletmete, “also appear intelligent and well bred. Jiar

we are more than pleased with Missouri 7. .”

Exiting Caledonia to the west, the Cherokee tralplst the Courtois diggings and related lead
processing works. The road between Caledonia aasb&y’'s Iron Works passed through what has been
referred to as a “mining plantation.” This waspaternalistic system in which developers estahtishe
near monopolistic ownership rights to a miningritist then set about gaining control of variousexsp

of the mining process by constructing smelterslsirtilousing, and businesses that supplied sertdces
mine workers.* Though managed by an umbrella mining company,rip¢isms of the area from the
1820s and ‘30s provide a rather helter-skeltetesatint of miners’ shacks and scattered mining works
The “diggings” referred to hand dug mining pitsttheeraged one to three meters in diameter and up t
two meters in depth. Surveys of the area by tBd-brest Service have identified hundreds of these
hand-dug pits, most dating from c. 1815 to c. 185Blining tended to be curtailed during the winter
months, but the Cherokee would certainly have seattered pits and surrounding spoil piles as they
traveled past the mines. The detachments would &0 seen the Scotch Hearth smelter (1836) in wha
later became the town of Palmer, remnants of whielstill evident in the Palmer Historic Mining

District (National Register listed 2010). The plaion of the Palmer Historic Mining District was
concentrated along the road between Caledoniahenilassey Iron Works, primarily in Harmony
(platted 1837) and later Palmer (see figures 1B% Though much of the surface remains of these
communities post-date the Cherokee Trail of Tear®g, limited archeological testing has found
diagnostic domestic ware dating from the 1820s1880s. Additionally, day books from the mining
company’s general store dating from 1834 to 184icate a wide variety of merchandise available to
miners and travelers including materials, clothitighes, gun flints, and even patent medicifies.

%An extensive historic context for Caledonia andBe#ievue Valley can be found in Robert FlandeMational Register of
Historic Places Nomination: Caledonia Historictiet,” listed in the National Register of Histoftaces on 10/27/1986.
Published online athttp://dnr.mo.gov/shpo/nps-nr/86003389 patfcessed 9/19/213.

% Quoted in Flanders, Caledonia Historic Distric4.8

" Quoted in Joan GilberThe Trail of Tears Across MissourColumbia: University of Missouri Press, 1996, 64
%BKristina Hill. “Palmer Historic Mining District N@onal Register of Historic Places Registrationrgrlisted in the
National Register of Historic Places in 2010, 8.24.

% bid., 7.5.

1%pid. 8.22.
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Lt. B.B. Cannon’s party passed through Caledonidlovember 21, 1837 and did not arrive at Massey
Iron Works until December's This had little to do with the distance betwéles two points, which was
approximately 60 miles, nor the condition of thado The lead mining region north of Caledonia ted
iron works farther north and west required a ceréamount of infrastructure to be viable. Wetmsre’
1837Gazetteer of the State of Missomrakes note of the rich iron resources in Crawfoodinty and
states of its industry that “iron [is] hauled tonaist all parts of the state in wagon%.”Instead of poor
roads, the Cannon detachment suffered from “ovelming disease,” about which Dr. G. S. Townsend
later wrote threatened “the party with destructith. lliness, likely a lingering effect of the longldg at
the Mississippi River, delayed the party for selvdegys near the Huzzah (Huzza in Cannon’s Journal)
Creek. Even when they took up the trail towarditbie works on December 4, 1837, Cannon wrote that
there was “scarcely room in the wagons for the. 51k

Cannon’s camp on the Huzzah was likely on or adjeizethe Peter Brickey farmstead in eastern
Crawford County, now part of the Mark Twain NatibRarest (see figures 17 & 18). The Brickey
family played host to both the Butricks and Dr. kitav, the missionaries and physician that accompglanie
the Taylor detachment. Daniel Butrick and hisevgfayed at least two nights with the family, ngtin

Mrs. B & myself travelled Saturday about 25 milesl gut up for the Sabbath at the house of Mr.
Brickey.

As the day was rainy, | said nothing about a megetwt spent the day with our kind host,
enjoying a quiet & peaceful sabbath [sic] & readdhgetirement. All was still & the house was
uninterrupted by company or noise. About noondmar Cherokee friends [in the Taylor
detachment] began to pass on to their encampmesantyra mile beyond u¥?

The Brickey property is interesting both for itstioric connection with the Trail of Tears and as a
representation of a resource with multiple traléted property types. The Brickey property retains
original road segment (still in use), a ford of tezzah (now a low water crossing), and is a docuetk
Cherokee campsite. Also on site are archeologirahins (foundations) of the 1830s-era house and
outbuildings, and at least one Cherokee burialni@&utrick wrote that the Brickeys hosted a ceupl
traveling with an earlier Cherokee detachment,ngptiHere at the house of our host, our young figen
Wiley Bii(%bey & his wife called a few weeks ago, actount of her sickness, & here she expired, arsd wa
buried.’

The next major landmark along the trail was Masségn Works (also known as the Meramec Iron
Works) in Phelps County that began operation inr61&&1 by the mid-1830s was a significant industrial
complex that spurred settlement and road constructRemains of the complex, including houses,
roadways and iron furnace stacks are listed ilNéitgonal Register of Historic Plac¥S. Though extant
resources post-date the Trail of Tears by a deoad®re, they provide a sense of the expanse and

101 Alphonso Wetmore Gazetteer of the State of Missowt. Louis: C. Keemle, 1837, 69.

192 Quoted in Gilbert, 61.

193 Cannon’s Journal, December 4, 1837.

194 Bytrick Journal, March 2 & 3, 1839.

195 |bid.

198 Martha Kusiak, “National Register of Historic Péaldomination Form: Meramec Iron Works, Phelps CpuMiissouri.”
Listed in the National Register of Historic Plac#4,6/1969. Published online &tttp://dnr.mo.gov/shpo/nps-
nr/69000122.pdfaccessed 12/16/2013.
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complexity of the industrial complex at the timetloé Cherokee migration. The scenic environmeatt th
now surrounds the site, however, is much moreipeighan in the 1830s. During its heyday, the iron
works would have been surrounded by an area ladgryded of trees to supply the smoking charcoal
pitslgr;at scattered the landscape. Charcoal vezntsl for stoking the furnaces that processedrtime
ore.

It is near Massey'’s Iron Works that the NortherrufRdoegins to follow the St. Louis-Springfield Road
Like many of the state’s early roads, the St. Legpsingfield Road had long been used by Native
Americans and migratory animals. During the 18P@sroute drew settlers into southwest Missouri and
farther into Arkansas and Texas. By the mid-18B8ge was sufficient settlement along and justhudf
route to support a scattering of post offices,uduoig those at Little Piney, Waynesuville, Onyx and
Springfield™®® Neither Little Piney nor Onyx are towns todaygubh there are identifiable settlements at
these locations. In 1837 the Little Piney Posid@ffvas manned by James Harrison, who according to
General Land Office Records owned portions of $ast23 and 24 in Township 37N Range 10W (see
figures 19 & 20"° This would place the post office on the Little@ River at present-day
Jerome/Arlington, Phelps County. At the time af @herokee migration, Harrison was already a fixtur
on the Little Piney. Thelistory of Greene Counincludes a description of “Jimmy Harrison’s” from
1830 and notes that he “kept a little store forabeommodation of the few settlers up and down the
Piney and the Gasconade; that was also the cousehor the whole of Southwest Missouri, and so it
was the only post-office until 1832'® Though not mentioned by name, the Cannon detacthmay

have made a stop here in 1837. Cannon’s journatiames a stop at the Piney on December 8, 1837 and
notes “several drunk.” Harrison may have “accomated’ the Cherokee travelers as well as his
neighbors at least for the Cannon detachmentWDItl. Morrow, a physician with the Richard Taylor
detachment of Cherokee, specifically mentions stapat Harrison’s on the Piney on March 4, 1839 but
describes him as a “mean man” that would “not gt person connected with the organization

[emigration party] stay with him:*!

From Harrison’s the next stop was Waynesville, ¢pgeat of Pulaski County (see figures 19 & 20).
Waynesville in the late 1830s was typical of runalposts—sparsely populated and undeveloped,
despites its role as a county center of governmgatablished in 1834, the town apparently only &dad
scattering of residences and businesses along (RmubCreek at the time of the 1837-39 Cherokee
migration. According to Goodspeed’s history of thgion, in 1835 county business was conducted in
the cabin of James Bates, a log home that “cowthefs fixed up . . . as a temporary courthotie.”
Despite lack of accommodations, two of the chram&cbf the Cherokee Trail of Tears had pleasant
things to say about their stop at Waynesville. tdar, who traveled with the Cherokee but often found
accommaodations with local settlers, wrote:

197 Steven Ludwig, “Meremec Iron Works,” Bitterswe¥ql. V, #2, Winter 1977. Published online at:
http://thelibrary.org/lochist/periodicals/bittersetbni7 7h.htm accessed 12/17/2013.

198 \wetmore, 275.

1 Bureau of Land Management, General Land Office jaateént searchittp://www.glorecords.bim.govAccessed
10/18/2013.

H1OHistory of Greene County, MissourBt. Louis: Western Historical Company, 18837.13

1 Rozema, 150.

M2 History of Laclede, Camden, Dallas, Webster, Wridlixas, Pulaski, Phelps and Dent Counti€sicago: Goodspeed
Publishing Co., 1889, 147.
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March 5, 1839: traveled 12 miles to WaynesvilleRmberdeou [sic] Creek, a branch of the
Gasconade - clear and pleasant day stayed withS@ahks - a genteel man and pretty wife and quite

[quiet?] familiar**®

Rev. Daniel Butrick, who also traveled with the TtmyDetachment, noted his experience at Waynesville
stating:

March 12, 1839: We travelled about 12 miles tetdement called Port Royal [believed to be
Waynesville by researchers], on the banks of atifehstream, named Rubedoo [sic]. Here we had
a delightful place, on the bank of the river, cameat to wood and water. We employed our kind
Nancy, a black woman to wash, and dried our cloithéise evening by the firg?

After leaving Waynesville, the Cherokee passedutihovhat both Butrick and Morrow described as a
“barren” country that required crossing two brarechEthe Gasconade River. The first crossing was
made at “Stark’s” per the Morrow didfy (Cannon’s only mentions camping on the Gasconatieg.
Stark referred to is very likely Thomas Stark, arlyesettler in what is now southwestern Pulaskiiiy.
Stark received land patents for portions of Sestibhand 20 in Township 35N Range 14W, land that
flanks the Gasconade near the Pulaski and Lackagfaties border (see figures 19 & 28).Like Little
Piney to the northeast, Stark's homestead was lskwalvn crossing by the time of the Trail of Tearsd
it is mentioned in journals of previous settleFar example, after leaving camp on the “Rubidoo” on
January 11, 1831 Joseph Roundtree wrote “This mg@iihiwas very snowy . . . we stayed in camp till

nearly 12, and then traveled about 12 miles andraped at Stark’s:*’

The next stop mentioned in journals was at or tleaOsage Fork of the Gasconade River, a distance o
less than 14 miles from Stark’s. Cannon’s joun@ks a halt at “Sumners” which may have been a
slight misnomer. A search of state and federal |zettent records did not locate a Sumner, butidad f
land records for a William Saunders. Saunderdvede land patent for property approximately one
mile southwest of the crossing of the Osage Fotk@iGasconade in 1848. Saunders’ land was not far
from “Beans” mentioned in Dr. Morrow’s journdf. “Beans” is likely a reference to Moses Bean who
was postmaster at the “Onyx” post office in 1837d(#ollowing) (see figures 19 & 26§° Bean owned
several acres in Laclede County, and receiveddpatent for property flanking the Osage Fork iA4.8
and 18452' Bean’s “Onyx” was approximately where the veryafiraettlement of Drynob (Laclede

113 Rozema, 151.

1 Butrick Journal, March 12, 1839.

115 Rozema, 151.

¢ Based on map comparisons, Stark’s would have beanwhere Spring Road crosses the GasconadeGaswnade
Hills Resort camping area is at or near the siteeBu of Land Management, General Land Office [zatént search,
http://www.glorecords.blm.govAccessed 10/18/2013.

"7 History of Greene County, Missouti45.

8As mentioned elsewhere in the text, land patents wien issued months or years after the patenieshased the
property. The likely camping spot for Cannon wasSaunders land at the W1/2 NW14 S27 T35N R14Wre&wof Land
Management, General Land Office land patent seatgt//www.glorecords.blm.govAccessed 10/18/2013.

Y Rozema, 151.

120\wetmore, 275.0nyx is shown on some mid 1840s maps such Bew Map of Missouri with its Roads and Distances.
Philadelphia: S. Augustus Mitchell, 1846. Puldidlonline atvwww.davidrumsey.com Accessed September 20, 2013.
121 Moses Bean received patents for the WY¥%NEY: S2ATB44W (1844); NEVANEY2 S22 T34N R14W, SEV4NEY, S22
T34N R14W, and SWY4NWY2 S23 T34N R14W (1845). eAurof Land Management, General Land Office landna
search,http://www.glorecords.blm.govAccessed 10/18/2013.
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County) is today. Dr. Morrow, who only rarely camapwith the detachment he attended, must have
spent a night at Bean’s home, describing it indisnal as “a mean hous&? Daniel Butrick made no

mention of the settlers on the Osage Fork, statiig that on March 14, 1839, “We traveled to thestve
branch of the Gasconade, not quite as large, wherstayed last night:*

Beyond Moses Bean’s homestead the Cannon, MorrovBatrick journals provide additional points of
reference along the St. Louis-Springfield Road aodth of Springfield, the Fayetteville Road—points
that can be mapped by comparing names to landtpaterother records. After Sumners/Saunders,
Cannon camped “one mile in advance of Mr. Parkestaainch.*** Though no Parkes (or variation
thereof) could be found in the Land Patent RecordHe area, there is a Park’s Creek that branatfies

the Osage Fork in south central Laclede Countyfigages 21 & 22} Park’s Creek, which may have
taken the name of an early if temporary settlamighly half way between the Saunders propertytaed
next Cannon party encampment. Dr. Morrow’s jouaiab makes mention of “Park’s” in his entry of
March 9, 1839 as geographic reference point. @nhdate he notes that the detachment camped dn cree
“four miles southwest of Park’s.”

The night before, Morrow and the Taylor detachnstayed at “Grigsby’s,” a “fine farm” ten miles
southwest of Bean’s homestead. The Grigshy reféady Morrow could have been one of several
Grigsby family members that settled on the Osag& iosouth central Laclede County. Lillard and
Achiles Grigsby owned adjacent properties in Sesti®d7 and 28 of Township 33N R15W approximately
ten to eleven miles southwest of Moses Bean. ®tieege Grigsby farms is the likely camp site. riller
and Samuel Grigsby both had properties on the OSadethree to four miles farther down river ndas t
Wright County border. This second Grigsby settletmeay have been the one noted in Morrow’'s March
9 journal entry when he stated that the party hemkted eleven miles beyond their March 8 camplatte
the Lillard or Achiles Grigsby farm] on a creek Vea miles from Grigsby’s (see figure 215

Dr. Morrow left the Taylor detachment camp at theek and moved on to the home of the Burnetts
(likely John D. Burnett) approximately six milesifn the Taylor encampment. It appears that he dtaye
at the farm for at least two nights as the Tayktadhment “came up early” the next morning and
camped. As it was Sunday, Daniel Butrick preachmdithe detachment enjoyed a “fine, pleasant day.”
Burnett's “fine” farm was very near that of “Mr. Hithgton’s” where the Cannon detachment had camped
two years earlier. Cannon'’s journal entry for Daber 13, 1837 likely referred to the property ahda
Edington who is noted in the Goodspeed historyadfiéde and surrounding counties as being one of the
early pioneers of the region having arrived in&34*’ Edington owned land east northeast of
Marshfielngn or near the Osage Fork of the Gasteiaver within a mile southwest of the Burnetese(s
figure 21).

122 Excerpt from Dr. W. 1. I. Morrow Journal, publisth at: http://www.waynesvillemo.org/encampment.hticcessed
8/2013.

123 Butrick Journal, March 1839.

124 cannon Journal, December 12, 1837.

125 park’s Creek branches off of the Osage Fork nasthef the intersection of SR J and Omaha Driwepirth central
Laclede County.

126 Rozema, 150.

127 History of Laclede, Camden, Dallas, Webster, Wrigleixas, Pulaski, Phelps and Dent Counti#

128 james Edington received land patents for theviiig land in 1848 per Bureau of Land Managemennhega Land
Office land patent searchttp://www.glorecords.blm.govAccessed 10/18/2013. Property description: MEBE1/4S27
T31IN R17W, NW1/4 SW1/4 S23 T31N R17W, SW1/4 SW128 $31N R17W, Webster County, MO.
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At the time of the Cherokee Removal, Laclede antstér counties had yet to been organized and were
part of Pulaski County. Other than scattered pfites such as the one at Bean’s/Onyx, there were
towns between Waynesville and Springfield. Madhfivould not be established until the late 1840s,
though there was at least one settler on the fisiteeof the Webster County seat in c. 1880Farms

such as Edington’s were often separated by uncthame untended land, which may be why no settler's
name is associated with Cannon’s December 14, é88@mpment. Cannon and his detachment spent
that night along the road adjacent to the Jameds Raiver that was near but not crossing the roHuke
Cannon party camp on the James Fork may have besmto the “Neavis” property mentioned by
Morrow. Thomas Neaves received a patent on aguodi Section 17 of T29N R19W, a property that
was hear le;oroad paralleling but not crossing theedaFork according to early'2@entury atlases (see
figure 21).

As the Cannon and later detachments of Cheroke®agiped Springfield, they saw more signs of
settlement. White settlement began around and westhof Springfield in the 1810s, slowed somewhat
by the Treaty of St. Mary in 1818 that ceded mufchonithwest Missouri to the Delaware. The Delaware
established a vibrant community on the James Rivpresent-day Christian County and built farms
along the James Riv&* Pressures from continuing white settlement pushedelaware out of

Missouri in 1830, and it was just three years |that the population of the region was sufficient t
establish Greene County.

One such sign of settlement was the farmsteadsidld®anforth, the location of Cannon’s encampment
on December 15, 1837. Danforth migrated to Gr&amanty shortly after 1832 and amassed over 1300
acres prior to his death in 18%8At the time of the Cannon encampment, Danforthyeido start

building the fine brick home that now graces theperty (c. 1844). However, the Danforth homestead
likely had several log buildings and related fatmctures and may have been the center of a small
settlement community. Danforth’s farm was the timraof a log school in 18362 and the family helped
establish the New Providence (a.k.a. Danforth) €mim September of the following ye&f.The site

also likely had other amenities, including blackibinig facilities as Cannon stopped there earljén t
day (around 1:30 p.m.) and noted in his journd thaggoners [were] having horses shod until late a
night.”** Despite the relative prosperity of the site amgp®rt of friends and neighbors, Danforth did
not win his bid to have his farm designated theeBeeCounty seat in 1836 (see figures 21 & 92).

12%Arthur Paul MoserA Directory of Towns, Villages, and Hamlets Pasti Present of Webster County, Misspptiblished
online by the Springfield-Greene County Libranitp://thelibrary.org/lochist/moser/websterpl.htnficcessed 10/18/2013.
13%Bureau of Land Management, General Land Office jgatent searctnttp://www.glorecords.blm.govAccessed
10/18/2013. It should be noted that the distaretevden the Burnett and Neaves properties is mugdigrthan the 10 miles
noted by Morrow. However his distances to the sfaptherwest more closely align with those note®tB. Cannon—at
least through Springfield and Dye'’s.
131 The Delaware settled and established farms upglanah the James River, though their community amlifagion center
appears to have been in an area often referresiBeware Town (or village) or Anderson’s villag&Vhere the Wilson
Meets the James: Delaware Town,” Center for Arabgiohl Research, Missouri State University,
http://delawaretown.missouristate.edu/delaware .iotessed October 18, 2013.
zR.I. Holcombe, edHistory of Greene County, Missou8t. Louis: Western Historical Co., 1883, 706.

Ibid., 703.
134 Jonathan Fairbanks and Clyde Edwin TuR&st and Present of Greene County, Missouri, Volntlianapolis: A.W.
Bowen & Co., 1915, 647.
135 cannon’s Journal, December 15, 1837.
13 George S. EscotHistory and Directory of Springfield and North Spgiield, Missouri. Springfield: [np], 1878, 47.
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After Danforth’s homestead, the next stop was $ffiéid, then and now the gateway of Southwestern
Missouri. By 1837, Springfield was moving pastiftier outpost and taking on the aspects of a cxaht
Centered on a public square laid out by town fouddan Campbell in 1833, and officially surveyed an
platted in 1836, the town boasted as of 1834: a-nailind racetrack, a post office, dry good and empc
stores, at least two blacksmiths, and a furnituaken By 1835, the town was the site of a distantl
office and additional population and buildings.Cannon and later parties may have also passedheea
newly completed (1837) Greene County courthouse.llbstrations of the building exist, but it waaic
to be a modest brick building with hipped roof thats stuccoed on the outside and scored to imitate

stone'®®

Cannon'’s party did not linger in Springfield inddeaoving west of the community to camp at “Mr.
Clicks” for the evening of December 18. Land patent records indicate that a Levi Clickied over
150 acres of land just west of Springfiéfi.Click’s property was on the Springfield to Fagettle Road
and the road through his property saw some invagtofecounty funds in 1837. That year, the county
commissioners appropriated $100 to building bridges other road improvements over Click’s and
Nowlin’s creek branches. These funded “improversiemtay have been dubious even at the time. As
county historian R.l. Holcombe noted in 1883, “Whkigitd of bridges, two in number, could be built for
$100, besides allowing a sum for “other improverséntay be conjectured but cannot here be
described.” In any case, later the same year the county appted another $100 for the Click’s
branch bridgé?? County investment may have done little to improsed conditions as Click was
indicted by the State of Missouri in 1839 for netking the road in good repair (see figures 23 g'?4

Despite the camp’s proximity to Springfield, Canrtbth not mention problems with alcohol or
drunkenness experienced at previous camps near ketlements. Such activities may have been
suppressed by the relative nearness to the emg gbairney or by the cold and illness prevailingha
camp. Cannon mentioned snowfall while camped iak€lnd the death and burial of two members of
the detachment: Elege’s wife and Charles Timbeitakon. He also made note of the extremely cold
temperatures, prevailing sickness and fatigue éxpezd by the detachméfit. In contrast, the Taylor
detachment had some disturbances due to alcoHoMuatrow writing in his March 13, 1839 entry,
“Sprin[g]field is a rich country. Many Indians ggrunk.”*

The cold and sickness overtook the Cannon detadhamhémeir next camping spot on the property of Mr.
Dye*® William Dye owned property near the former sit®elaware Town (mentioned above) at the

137 Escott, 45, 47.

138 Marian M. Ohman. “Greene Countyehcyclopedia of Missouri Courthous&olumbia: University of Missouri-
Columbia Extension, 1981, n.p.

¥ Cannon’s Journal, December 16, 1837.

140 evi Click was issued land patents for 156 acnekd43 at the NE/14 S5 T28N R22W, and an additiBAaicres in the
E1/2 NW1/4 S4 T28N R22W in 1845. Bureau of Land Egement, General Land Office land patent search,
http://www.glorecords.blm.govAccessed 10/18/2013.

“IHolcombe, 183.

121pid., 186.

143«ppstract of Circuit Court Records, 1833-1839reene County Archives BulletiNp. 20, September 1992. Published
online at: thelibrary.org/lochist/records/1833tdm. Accessed 10/21/ 2013.

144 cannon Journal, December 16 & 17, 1837.

145Rozema, 151.

' Ccannon Journal, December 17, 1837.
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conjunction of Wilson’s Creek and the James ForleRi"’ Dye also owned a share of Wilson’s trading
post with Widow Elizabeth Wilson. Elizabeth’s haskl James had come to the region with the
Delaware in the 1820s and established a tradinggtddelaware Town. James died in 1834 and was
buried on the property in a coffin constructed bijlidm Dye**® It is unknown if Cannon’s party
camped on Dye’s farm or at the trading post, théftwo were so close as to make little differenicater
detachments settled at or near the trading postreef to by Dr. Morrow as “Bell’s Taverd® Sickness
required that Cannon remain on the Dye propertyviordays, and Dr. Townsend was dispatched back to
Springfield for additional medicine. Dreadful Wiateof the Cannon detachment, died and is buried on
the Dye property, likely near James Wilson in thiisséh Cemetery. Archeological field schools on the
Wilson/Delaware Town property, conducted by thet€efor Archaeological Research, have identified
the remains of Bell's Tavern and the location & Wilson Cemetery. Though artifacts found at itess
cannot be directly linked to the Cherokee, remafrthe 1820s through 1840s occupation provide
important context for the Cherokee Removal perseg (figures 23 & 24).

Cannon'’s perfunctory account of camps and the @épes along the route provide few clues into road
condition or the landscape of southwest Missolitie Fayetteville Road traveled by Cannon and later
Cherokee detachments, however, was a significéthersent route and played a role in key battlethef
Civil War including the Battle of Pea Ridge (Arkaiss March 7-8, 1862) and the Battle of Wilson’s
Creek (Greene and Christian Counties, Missouri,ustid0, 1861). Civil War era accounts describe the
road and surrounding terrain and indicate a redhtimarrow passage through hilly, well watered;ztier.

An account of the Battle of Wilson’s Creek descsibe

The road from Cassville, called the Fayettevilladocrosses both branches mentioned [Tyrell
Creek and Skegg’s Branch], then runs a mile nontthw@ove Skegg's Branch, along the western
bank of Wilson’'s Creek, crosses at a ford and northeast to Springfield. The neighboring hills
rose about 150 feet above the valley, which, wilsliopes was covered with trees and partly
quite heavy underbrush. Between Skegg’s Branchlan&ord the road is hemmed in by the
bluff and the creek; west of it the hill rises teeo 130 feet, with slopes cut by ravines'®® .

For much of the route from Springfield to the Arkas border, the Fayetteville Road follows creek and
river valleys as described above. Still part & @vark Mountains, these valleys offered the patbast
resistance for game, Native Americans and eartiesgt And whether it was the Delaware along the
James or white settlers along the Wilson, Crarfdaircreeks, much of the earliest development @edur
along these valleys and the subsequent road. Engonies of Henry McCary, republished in a Barry
County history, provides settlement links along tmvauld become the Fayetteville road—many of
which were still in place when the Cherokee detamftsitraveled the area. McCary wrote,

When | first came to this place [in c. 1830] thesere but few houses from Springfield to
Washburn Prairie [in southern Barry County]; one/ditson’s Creek ten or twelve miles . . .
south of Springfield. One twelve or thirteen mitdghat, and one other, by John Lock, on Flat

147 Land Patent Records show William Dye, with Joetlefs, receiving a patent for the E1/2NW1/2 Lot/Tra&2 T27N
R23W and the E1/2NW1/2 Lot/Tract 2 S2 T27N R23Wragjpnately 83 acres) in 1845. Bureau of Land Mamagnt,
General Land Office land patent searcttp://www.glorecords.blm.govAccessed 10/18/2013.

148 “\Where the Wilson Meets the James: Trail of TéaEgnter for Archeological Research, Missouri Stateversity,
http://delawaretown.missouristate.edu/delaware.mtessed 10/18/ 2013.

149Rozema, 152.

150 Robert J. RombaueiThe Union Cause in St. Louis in 1863t. Louis: Nixon-Jones Printing Co., 1909, 3143
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Creek, and another by C. J. Corder, on said caekpne by Col. Littleberry Mason, near where
Cassville now stands, on Flat Creék.

The “house” on Wilson’s Creek was likely James ¥fil's or William Dye’s, and the one twelve or
thirteen miles south of that may have been the hainvdr. Allen. Allen’s homestead is mentioned by
Cannon as an encampment on December 20, ‘¥83@orrow wrote that the Taylor detachment
encamped at Allen’s on March 15, 1889A John Allen entered land claims for property aar@ Creek
near the present town of Crane (Stone County)earil880s and received land patents in 1848, 1852 and
1853%** A portion of the Allen property appears to betdithe Wire Road Conservation Area,
managed by the Missouri Department of Conservagimt north of Crane. Morrow was not impressed
by Allen or his property (see figures 23 & 24).0 det there, the detachment traveled “through artiés
and once he arrived Morrow received “a mean diffrérSo disgusted was he with Allen that Morrow
took himself farther along the route to Igou’s hatead. “Igou’s” may have been Lewis Igo who owned
property nearby>°

From the Allen or Igo homesteads, the Fayetteiitbad roughly paralleled the Little Crane Creek
flowing west southwest into Barry County. Curresad names such as the Old Wire Road through and
extending southwest of the Wire Road ConservatimaAndicate the approximate path of the historic
roadway, though post-1830 settlement and changiad building technologies have altered routes. For
Cannon and later, Taylor, the next encampment alomdrayetteville Road was on the property of
“Lockes on Flat Creek!®” almost certainly the same “John Lock” mentionedHepry McCary (above).
Locke’s a landmark in Barry County and his propevas used as a reference for denoting township
boundaries in Goodspeed's history of the countis Hdme was also designated a meeting place for the
officers of McDonald township when it organizedl®402>® Morrow called Locke a “gambler and a
hunter.” The physician also complained that herditisleep well while staying with Lock as the “girl

and boys talked and laughed all nighf."Cannon reported little of Locke’s though noteattiey buried
one member of the attachment (Goddard’s grandchifile encamped there (see figures 23 &%%).

From Locke’s the road closely followed the Flat €¢@alley almost due south for several miles. An
early General Land Office Plat of the county shales“Road from Fayetteville . . . to Springfield”
extending diagonally through Section 12 of T24N R2past what would have been the Locke property.
The road then turned due south through the wekgdfrof Section 13, and clipping the northwest eorn
of Section 24°! The route of the road closely followed that of fliesent day Flat Creek Road (FR1142)

151 History of Newton, Lawrence, Barry and McDonald @tes, Missouri Goodspeed Publishing: Chicago, 1888, 573-574.
2 Cannon’s Journal, December 20, 1837.

153 Rozema, 151.

154 Land Patent Records show John Allen receivingterpdor SW1/4 SW1/4 S29 T26N R24W and NE1/4 NWa32
T26N R24W (1848); NW1/4 NW1/4 S32 T26N R24W (185)d SE1/4 SW1/4 S29 T26N R24W (1853). Bureauamid
Management, General Land Office land patent seatgh//www.glorecords.blm.govAccessed 10/18/2013.

1% Rozema, 152.

156190 held land patents on properties just to thetmeest (SE1/4 NE1/4 S30 T26N R24W), and south (8BW1/4 S4
T25N R24W). Bureau of Land Management, General L@ffite land patent searchttp://www.glorecords.blm.gov
Accessed 10/18/2013.

" Cannon’s Journal, December 21, 1837.

158 History of Newton, Lawrence, Barry and McDonald 6tes, Missouri597, 615.

159 Rozema, 152.

180 cannon, December 22, 1837.

161 Map reproduced ithe Trail of Tears in Barry County, Missouri 18383B-1839. Cassville, MO, 2004, 43.
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through Star City, a populated place in Barry Cgumn original segment of abandoned roadbed exists
on the Star City Ranch and has been identifiechbyNational Park Service Long Distance Trails
Division as original segment on the Trail of Teletional Historic Trail®?

Cannon in 1837 and Taylor in 1839 also made ttesit camp at “McMurtrees:*® again a slight
misspelling and likely reference to Price McMurtiyicMurtry settled in Barry County prior to 1835gt
year that he was appointed a judge of electiommerof the Barry County township¥. He owned
property near or adjacent to that of Littleberryddia who was mentioned by McCary (above) as being an
early Barry County settler. Littleberry Masonilely the host with whom Dr. Morrow dined on eveqin
of March 17, 1839% McMurtry’s property was graced by a large spiiimat became a resting and
camping site not only for the Cherokee, but trangetend early settlers of the region traveling tesvile
(once established as the county seat in 1845) pridgfeld for business. The spring has been nmedlif
by late 14 and early 20 century man-made retaining walls and buildingsdaut still be seen off of
Highway 37. Highway 37 roughly follows the pathtbé Fayetteville Road from the Cassville area onto
the Washburn Prairie (see figures 23 & 24).

McMurtry’'s was the last camping spot in Missouri flbe Cherokee of the Cannon and Taylor
detachments and possibly others taking the NortRerrte. Cannon left one member of their party,
Rainfrog’s daughter, buried at or near the encanmpfiz Cannon and later detachments passed the
spring, then traveled through Washburn Prairielatively level and open Ozark hollow surrounding t
current town of Washburn. From the prairie, thgef@ville Road headed south southwest crossing
Sugar Creek and the Missouri state line into ArkansBoth Cannon and the Taylor detachments
encamped near the present-day town of Pea Ridgansas. Cannon encamped on what later became
the Pea Ridge National Battlefield at “ReddfX(Reddicks or Ruddicks, later known as Elkhorn
Tavern). The last detachments of Cherokee (TaytdrHildebrand), exited Missouri in March 1839.

Hildebrand’s Variation on the Northern Route Thrbudissouri

Peter Hildebrand departed southeastern Tennestea party of 1449 (1766, per Cherokee leader John
Ross) people in October 1888and traveled the same road with ten other overdmtachments

following the Northern Route to and across the M&ppi River. In Missouri, however, his party
diverged from the primary route. What lead Hildeiat to his decision is unknown, but he may have
been influenced by reports of sickness or road itiond passed back from those ahead of him on the
trail. Hildebrand’s party had been held up on@eo and Mississippi rivers due to heavy ice fld#s
Thousands of Cherokee crossed the Mississippi aimbBdge and Green’s Ferry in December 1838 and
January 1839, and parties were strung out for mifelsoth sides of the Mississippi River. The gfrirf
emigrants provided opportunities to pass infornmatip and down the line. Daniel Butrick mentioned i
his journal entry of December 28 and 29, 1838tiate was “One detachment stopped at the Ohio, two

162

“Trail of Tears National Historic Trail: Places @o in Missouri,” National Park Service Webpage,
http://www.nps.gov/trte/planyourvisit/places-to-ommissouri.htm accessed 12/17/2013.

1 Ccannon’s Journal, December 22, 1837.

%History of Newton, Lawrence, Barry and McDonald 6tes, Missouri568.

' Rozema, 152.

Cannon’s Journal, December 23, 1837.

7 bid.

%% Starr, 104.

189 Butrick Journal, December 26, 1838.
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at the Mississippi, one four miles this side [iinbis], one 16 . . . one 18, and three miles bethis.*"°

Individuals and family groups also fell behind, ghtiup with, or switched detachments. This flutitra
allowed for cross-detachment communication andsis the reason why Hildebrand departed with as
many as1766 and arrived in Oklahoma with just y3ddple. It would also explain the increase in
number of the Taylor detachment that arrived inagbkima the same day.

Historians have speculated on the route of HildedbtArough Missouri for years, and National Histori
Trails Route maps have been constantly updateelsasich brings new facts or ideas to light. Early
National Historic Trails Maps, like the one in Figl25 show the Hildebrand party breaking from the
northern route at the Courtois Diggings (see PalMiaimg District above) near the border of
Washington and Crawford counties. The most receqt of the Trail of Tears through Missouri shows
the Hildebrand Route departing the primary NortHeoute a few miles northwest of Jackson (see figure
1). Thisis much more likely based on accounthefCherokee traveling through Fredericktown
(Madison County) and near Iron and Shepherds mmagkon County). Jackson in the mid-1830s was
the crossroads of southeast Missouri with roadgaild branching off in several directions (segufe

4). As noted eatrlier in this context, Cape Girardeatiraighboring counties were busily marking and
improving roadways that connected Jackson to ngaopulation centers.

The state was also designating a series of statisyone being the road from Jackson to Iron Mdointa
The General Assembly passed an Act in 1838 caltinthe survey and marking of a State Road from
Jackson to Fredericktown to Iron Mountain and fartio connect with the road between Ste. Genevieve
and Massey’s Iron Works! The survey likely had not been finished or evianted by the time of the
1838-39 migration. Following earlier precederttg, toad was likely already in existence when dflgi
designated as a state route. State road desigwatiold have provided some cachet for the routegalo
with a survey and minimum standards for width aradntenance. The road may have shared a path with
the Jackson to Farmington Road leading northwest ffackson and likely diverged from this road near
present day towns of Millersville (Cape Girardeaauty), Sedgewickville (Bollinger County) or Yount
(Perry County).

Like Farmington, Fredericktown was in the heara ddng-established mining district displaying btith
benefits of established settlement and the scarsrihg. Describing the landscape around
Fredericktown in 1834, explorer and geologist G.R#atherstonhaugh noted that the mine “diggings
were so numerous in every direction and the cousatsp wasted, that the cattle running at large
frequently fall into holes*? Of Fredericktown, he had better things to sayingotthis modern

American settlement has been built on a hill, wWglcourt-house ansteeplea magnificent object to our
now rustic eyes, so long accustomed to log caBiisFour years later when Hildebrand passed through
the region, the mining industry was even more @tred so the Cherokee would have seen a similar
landscape (see figure 17).

The lead mining region around Fredericktown andhveeird along the main path of the Northern Route
may have been helter-skelter in appearance in88@sl but had seen more than 100 years of European
and American habitation. Hildebrand’s route wddtredericktown, however, crossed relatively new

179 |bid.

71 Journal of Senate of the State of Missouri 1838fferson City: Calvin Gunn, 1839, 98-99.

172 G.W. FeatherstonhaugBxcursion through the Slave States. VolLéndon: John Murray, 1844, 323. Published online
at: http://books.google.comAccessed 6/5/ 2012.

173 Featherstonhaugh, 326.
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territory with a mining industry yet in its infancyl' he area had great prospects, however, in tine &b

Iron Mountain. In the 1830s Iron Mountain andnigghboring hills (Iron County), covering over 500
acres, were thought to be almost solid iron andwlescribed by Featherstonhaugh as being “onesof th
rarest metallic spectacles | have ever sé€ntad Hildebrand and his detachment members been
reading available literature on Missouri, they rhaye expected much more than they found upon &rriva
at the mountain. Chartered in 1836, the Missaon ICompany had grand plans for Iron Mountaina In
prospectus published in 1837, the company touteid tacently platted town called Missouri City hét
mountain’s base. Per their advertisement,

Missouri City . . . has been located and laid oitih wpecial reference its becoming, at no distant
day, a pleasant retreat for the lovers of litegttiie gentleman of leisure and fortune, and the
parent or guardian who may seek . . . good sodisditutions of education for his children,
healthy climate, beautiful scenery, cheap livinggd aonvenient communication with other
portions of the west?

When Hildebrand traveled by Iron Mountain more thayear later, the Cherokee may have found the
beautiful scenery but little else. Missouri Citasva paper town and never became a reality. |tdnma
more than a decade before towns such as IrontoRiéstcknob (Iron County) developed, and the mining
potential of the district realized.

The delay in development was in large part dudffiwulty in getting to Iron Mountain. The Missaur
Iron Company purchased the charter of a companyhaldgproposed to build a Macadamized road (later
amended in favor of a railroad) from the MississiRjver into Washington Count{f with an eye

toward extending the road to Missouri City. Like town of Missouri City, neither road nor raildba
were constructed. The road traveled by Hildebraas likely not much more than a worn trail throgh
narrow valley along what is now Highway 72 betwé&eadericktown and Ironton. Highway 72 is
relatively straight and benefited from modern carcdton methods. The meandering route of Madison
County Road 504 just west of Fredericktown mayhgenhore likely route of Hildebrand or at least may
give a better sense of the route’s original windiagure. The county road, which roughly follows th
path of Highway 72 for a few miles, wanders arohilld and obstacles taking the path of least resist
through the undulating terrain. A county map fromi880 shows the “Ironton Road” following the
rough course of Highway 72, though swinging sligmbrth of the modern route near the Roselle
community in far northwestern Madison County. Aerhaps of the county show remnants of the old
road lying north of the highway!

There is no known correspondence or journals aatsativith the Peter Hildebrand detachment, butther
are some eye witness accounts and reports. Tre8udssell, for example, places a Cherokee
detachment near Iron Mountain in late winter (polgsrebruary) 1839. Russell, who came to the
Arcadia Valley (Iron County) with his family in thmid-1830s, wrote extensively about his experiences
in the region. He described a detachment of Cleeralamped at the base of Shepherds Mountain (a

" bid., 318.

175 prospectus of the Missouri Iron Compartartford: P. Canfield, 1837, 21. Publishedmmiat books.google.com.
Accessed 9/27/2013.

7% bid, 14.

1" Map of Madison County, Missouri, showing the lanfiB.B. Cahoon, of Fredericktown, Madison Countisdduri
[Fredericktown, MO], 1882. Published online attp://www.memory.loc.gov/ammem/gmdhtml/gmdhomelhticcessed
10/17/2013.
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mountain flanked by Ironton to the southeast ahot Rnob to the northeast). Russell's experiendéd w
the Cherokee in the Arcadia Valley gives historiasief glimpse into emigrant camps on the Trhil o
Tears. According to Russell, scouts traveledantfiof the main body of the detachment tasked with
finding suitable camping spots and additional sigspl As each family or small group entered themgam
they went “beyond the first, and so on until th& Errival is the farthest in advance and so tts¢ i
move on in the morning.” The camp visited by Rllsteetched “for nearly a mile” along the foot of
Shepherds Mountaiti® He described it as bustling with activity as wengeound corn for bread, and
children sought what entertainment they could. Selisin his teens at the time of his tour, desatib
“groups of boys at different places at play. .msavere pitching arrows, some . . . shooting arget on
a tree with bows and arrows. . .” Girls were obedr‘playing with a kind of battledore” (similar to
badminton). Russell also described slaves cooking families sitting at tables “set with justréce
dishes” as found in “white folks” homés’

Immediately west of Shepherds Mountain, Hildebrandivel options were limited. The terrain is
extremely hilly and riddled with valleys and ravéneFeatherstonhaugh described his view of theiarea
1834 as “scarce anything to be seen but a succeskitdges covered with their eternal forestS.Even
today, most major roadways avoid the heavily digskterrain by circumventing it to the north or gou
see figures 17 & 18). Hildebrand had the optiotrafeling northwest to connect with the White Rive
Trace in the Palmer Mining District or from a cudf-@mute near Caledonia. This seems to be thesrout
favored by earlier historians of the Trail of Teafithe recent (2013) National Park Service markihg
over 30 miles of original Hildebrand Route through Mark Twain National Forest, however, places
Hildebrand on the road less taken heading southfn@st Shepherds Mountain into Reynolds County.

From Shepherds Mountain, the road south into RelGbunty may have followed along creek
drainages to the Black River. South of the moumtiaére is a relatively wide valley through whidio@®
Creek flows. South of this valley Highway 21 falle portions of the Big Creek Valley before turning
southwest along the Mill Creek valley that leadaa@dt to Lesterville and the conjunction of threekéo
of the Black River (see Figure 17 & 18). The aaeaund Lesterville was one of the earliest parts of
Reynolds County to be settled. Its name is crddiiehe c. 1819 settlement of Jesse Lester and the
establishment of the Lester post office in 1838¢e Tester post office was said to be about thréesmi
west of the current town location. Additional enaigts soon came to the three forks region of Relmol
County including John Buford and several of hiatiges. John owned property in the immediate
vicinity of Lesterville, receiving land patentsi833. Documents related to the certification ef th
HiIdePgrland route through Reynolds County state Budibrd sold fodder to the detachment in early
1839:

Two branches of the Black River branched west amthwest from Buford's property. While early
roads often followed creek and river drainageshag were relatively straight and level, the West a
Middle forks of the Black take an extremely undugtpath through often narrow rock-bluffed valleys.
Instead of attempting the river valleys, Hildebrdokbwed a ridge road located approximately hadfyw
between the two forks. Per topographic maps ohtka the road stays consistently around 1100 feet

178 Shepherds Mountain is located immediately nortiwesonton and southwest of Pilot Knob.

17 James F. Keefe and Lynn Morrow, ed Connecticut Yankee in the Frontier Ozarks: Thiilfgs of Theodore
Pease Russe{Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 1988)411116.

180 Featherstonhaugh, 149.

181 Correspondence. Frank Norris, National Park $epliong Distance Trails Division, to Tiffany Pagten, October 13,
2013. Document on file with author.



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section No. E  Page _ 38 Cherokee Trail of Tears in Missouri, 1837-1839
State of Missouri

above sea level, providing a relatively level gniand rocky path. The roadway, recently signed as
original Hildebrand route through the Mark Twaintidaal Forest, extends northwest into Iron County,
before sharply turning back into Reynolds County aest into Dent County.

Somewhere in Dent County, Hildebrand’s detachmexttera connection to the White River Trace (or
Road), a secondary trace that connected east kcktigsouri with the White River in southwest Missbu
Some sources suggest that from Shepherds Mouht#gebrand turned northwest to connect with the
White River Trace in southern Washington CounthisToute would then have entered Dent County at
its northeastern corner through what is now théaimdrails State Forest, a property owned and neshag
by the Missouri Department of Conservati&hMore recent analysis of the route from Lestegvill
indicates that Hildebrand may have entered theaadtal portion of the county where the Reynolds
County panhandle creates an irregular boffeErom there, Hildebrand had several options taeoh
with the White River Trace. The trace cut a disqgath through the county from near the northeast
corner of Dent County to the northeast corner ofaBeCounty (see figure 19).

Hildebrand’s route through Dent County is specuéatiCurrent thinking is that Hildebrand’s detachine
traveled west-northwest through the center secfdhe county, a few miles south of Salem (whiath di
not exist in the 1830s¥* An analysis of pre-1840 land settlement patteri3ent County may indicate a
more northerly arch to the route. A search of Buref Land Management Land Patents in Dent County
issued prior to 1840 indicates that settlement eotrated along two narrow north-south running strip
Both bands of settlement centered on water soutbesWatery Fork of the Meramec River in eastern
Dent County, and the Bennett Prong of the Dry Bndnch of the Meramec in the western portion.
There was also a small cluster of settlers on §pireek just north of Salem. The river forks thate

the focus of settlement were not navigable, s;mformal trail or local road system may have devetbp
to connect setters along the two Meramec Riverstorkhis may have pulled Hildebrand’s detachment
farther north through the county (see figure 26).

An attraction of the more northerly path througl dounty was the trading post on the Ephraim Beessi
farmstead located on Spring Creek north of predaptSalem. It may have been near Bressie's that
Hildebrand made his connection to the White Rivexrc€. County histories indicate that Bressie made
much of his location on the trace, having a tragiogt and smithy on the site before 1840 and “d kin
travelers’ inn™® there by the early 1850s. Bressie received apateht for 40 acres in T34N R6W
Section 2 in 1841 (north and slightly west of Sglamd additional land in 1849 and 1855, but settled
these properties months or years before patentsisgred® From Bressie’s the trail traveled west
southwest through what is now the White River Tr@oaservation Area, a more than 2000 acre state-
owned and managed property sandwiched betweenf&tate H to the North and CC to the east and
south. The old road through the conservation hasdong been abandoned, though as late as tlye earl

182

White River Trace-Trail of Tear®ent County Historical Society, 1986. Brochurefite in the archive of Missouri

State Parks, 1159 E. EIm, Jefferson City, MO.

% Frank Norris, Mike Taylor, and Otis Halfmoon. “TNational Historic Trail SystemProceedings of the 2009 George

\lls\clright Society Conferenc58-262, published online dtttp://www.georgewright.org/0946norris.padfccessed 12/18/2013.
Ibid.

185 Margaret Vicker. “White River Trails¥Vhite River Valley Historical Quarterly.4, #3, Spring 1971.

186 Bressie received his first land patent on T34N RBWE NW1/2, Lot/Track5 of Section 2 in 1841. Bameof Land

Management, General Land Office land patent seatgt//www.glorecords.blm.govAccessed 10/18/2013.
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1990s there were “still indentations in the dirtamthe trail [could] be picked ou* These trail swales
have not been formally surveyed or documentedfigeee 26).

Though much less storied than the St. Louis torigfigld Road, the White River Trace made a
significant contribution to the settlement of theatks and southwest Missouri. In a 1910 publicatio
the soils of the Ozarks, C.F. Marbut describeddlugh route of the White River Trace. Starting in
Potosi, the route headed southwest traveling adroeimile north of Webster (in the Palmer Mining
District, no longer a town), crossing the Huzzakdkrnear Davisville (Crawford County), then
southwest through Dent County, crossing the heaatwalf the Dry Fork branch of the Meramec to the
Licking vicinity, thence south of Success to TurtgyFlat Rock (Roubideaux) (four communities in
Texas County), then to Hartville (Wright County)danto Springfield (see figures 21 & 2%¥.

In the mid-1830s, much of the area between thededdron mining districts of Southeast Missoutilan
Springfield was sparsely populated. Larger settl@isiand subsequent post offices tended to ber dtwse
the St. Louis to Springfield Road and county limese in constant flux. The boundaries of Iron, Den
Texas, and other Missouri Ozark counties througitiwthe Trail of Tears passed were in some cases
decades from formation. Settlement patterns ofl8#)s and 1850s significantly shifted where roads
were needed and maintained. As early as 188%Vtiiee River Trace through Dent County was said to
be “not now used™ Its general path through Dent and neighboringgEeXounty can be identified by
Marbut’'s description (above), historic accounts] arore recent mentions of trail remnants on state-
owned properties.

Beyond Dent County, the next settlement of notagthe White River Trace was near a buffalo (salt)
lick in northwestern Texas County. The town ofliig eventually grew up just east of the lick ie th
1850s, but settlement of the area preceded the igvmore than two decades. In 1831 and 1832, akver
members of the Sherrill family and others movedwit-drawn wagons to the area from St. Francois
County™® Though there were no stores or trading postscking settlement, Hildebrand and his
detachment may have been able to trade with setdesupplement rations. Also, the lick was knaavn
draw game which could have been hunted to supplefoed stores (see figures 21 & 22).

From the Licking settlement, the White River Traeaded west toward the Big Piney River and the
newly established town of Ellsworth (platted 183E}Isworth no longer exists, but was located an th
Boiling Springs Road (Texas County Road 2480)\uest of where the road crosses the Big Piney via a
low water crossing. This low water crossing maydrated at or near the historic ford used by the
Cherokee to cross the river. Goodspeed’s histbtiyeoregion notes that the White River Trace wsedu
as a rough dividing line between Roubidoux and dptavnships when they were formed in the 1850s,
which makes sense based on Marbut’s descriptidimeafoute of the road (see above, E. 39). Marbut
mentions that the road went through the towns at&ss and either Turley or Roubidoux (the village,
not the township). All of these towns post-date @herokee removal, but are located one to twosmile
south of the southern Rubidoux Township border figeees 21 & 22).

187 Lori Simms, “The White River Trace and the Trdilf@ars,”Missouri ConservationistAugust 1992, 25-27.

188 C.F. Marbut. Research Bulletin No. 3: Soils of the Ozark RegiGnlumbia: University of Missouri, College of
Agriculture, June 1910, 252.

189 History of Laclede, Camden, Dallas, Webster, Wridlixas, Pulaski, Phelps and Dent Counties, MigsdCinicago:
Goodspeed Publishing, 1889, 582.

199 History of Laclede, Camden, Dallas, Webster, Wridlkixas, Pulaski, Phelps and Dent Counties, Missdlit47
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From the vicinity of Turley, Hildebrand entered \ght County near the former Astoria community.
White settlement of Wright County preceded the Gkee Removal by only a few short years, with
county histories placing the first permanent settie the county in c. 1838" Wright County is
described as being on a “broad undulating platdaaugh which “creeks and rivers have worn their
deep broad channels and valleys.” The White Rivace likely followed some of these creek and river
valleys, notably that of a branch of the GascorRiger that swung southwest to the vicinity of prase
day Hartsville and thence west northwest towards¥field (Webster County). It was just east of
Hartsville (Wright County) that Hildebrand’s detacdnt was said to have met up with early settleseles
Robinett. A journal by Jesse Robinett is saiddstehat briefly details the sale of fodder to the
Hildebrand detachment (see figures 21 & ¥2).

From Robinett’s property, the White River Tracegibly paralleled the north side of the Woods Ford
Branch of the Gasconade River branch west northmeszsty to the western border of Webster County.
Much of Webster County’s land area remained unadiim the late 1830s, but a density of early land
claims in the area around Hartsville and to itslseast may suggest a slightly more southern roBe&s.

a Bureau of Land Management Land Patent searadle iha density of land claims along the Gasconade
River in the southern portions of Township 29 N 8115 and 16W in western Wright, and along
tributaries of the James River in Township 29 Rarffgand 17 in eastern Webster County. If the &Vhit
River Trace continued up the James River thoughstéelCounty, Hildebrand would have reconnected
with the main branch of the Northern Route southwéslarshfield. Hildebrand continued along the
Northern Route through Springfield and southwestdduri as outlined in the “The Route: Places and
Experiences” sub-context (E.22).

91 1bid, 359.

192The Robinett (Robnett) diary as a resource has beentioned in recent Trail of Tears-related nastisles such as
“Trail of Tears Reenactment Friday, Oct.11, in @evitle,” Wayne County Journabnline edition, 10/2/1913,
http://www.waynecojournalbanner.com/news/article/ @h5c-2b95-11e3-9f1f-001a4bcf6878.htrlowever, the author
has not had an opportunity to find the journatliscover a clearer reference.
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Property Types

Property Typel. Transportation Sites

For the purposes of this multiple property docuratoh form, transportation sites include two subtp
roadbed and road segments, and ford and ferryingsgkandings that were created by or for traffig (
foot, pack animal, or animal-drawn wagofi§) By and large, the transportation sites in Missour
associated with the Trail of Tears originated dmahmigration (deer, etc.) or Native AmericanIgai
adopted by European and American settlers. Matlyesfe early routes became postal, state or locally
designated roads in the 1820s and 1830s with roel@seated through state or county funded surveys.
Though officially “roads,” lack of funding for maienance and often extreme weather conditions meant
that routes often veered to avoid obstacles, widenearrowed unexpectedly, and were at times
completely impassable at natural river fords. V¥&lv exceptions, improvements to roadways were
limited to private enterprises at ferry landingsasings though evidence of such sites is predontynan
limited to the historic record and to archeologresources.

Evidence of historic transportation sites from ¢faely statehood period are found predominantly in
reports of the General Assembly designating staetds and funding surveys, in reports of the county
courts of similar purpose, and in General Land&@ffurveys. Identifying the roadways taken by the
Cherokee through Missouri depends largely on catirej diaries or reports from Cherokee delegattons
known roadways. Or, for the Benge and Hildebrandes, connecting known entrance and exit points in
the state by way of contemporary roadways.

Even 175 years after their sojourn in Missouri, motthe area that the Cherokee crossed is stil.ru
Population centers of the late 1830s, such as dadk&ape Girardeau County), Farmington (St. Francoi
County), Waynesville (Pulaski County) and Sprinigfi€Sreene County), remain so but have expanded
significantly. Springfield, notably, is a largebanized area with even greater suburban development
Springfield and Greene County, however, were tist fireas of the state to mark original trail segisie
Many of these segments have been modified by ti@esportation development such as railroads and
engineered roads, but some original trail swalesaie. Along some portions of the historic Trail of
Tears, areas of the state have actually depopuldteel Benge Route passes through Old Greenville
(Wayne County), a town that was abandoned andltetewieral miles to the north in the late 1930s for
the construction of Lake Wappapello. Likewise, gnariginal segments of the trail have been idegifi
in units of the Mark Twain National Forest. Tha&si contains historic trail-related sites sucthas
Palmer Mining District in Washington County and teter Brickey farmstead in Crawford County that
were inhabited at the time of the Cherokee migmatio

Be they rural or urban, care should be taken wtentifying boundaries for eligible transportatidtes.
Boundaries should avoid modern visual and physntedsions, though a sufficient amount of adjacent
land should be a consideration in evaluating botesgand integrity. The nature of travel along Thail

of Tears should also be a consideration. WhileanodlVesterns have given us the image of “circlig t
wagons” for night-time camps, journals of thosecmapanying the Cherokee and later accounts paint a
different picture. Though loosely bound togetheder the leadership of a conductor, physician and
various interpreters, Cherokee detachments oftangbut over some distance along the trail.

193 Definition modified from théanta Fe Trail Multiple Property Documentation Fo¢Amended Submission)
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Missionaries and physicians accompanying the groftpa stayed in towns or farmsteads while their
trail companions camped—uwith or without the beneffitvagons and tents. Families were commonly left
behind to tend to the sick or bury the dead, onlyatch up later. Detachments temporarily divided

river crossings and fords. Theodore Russell’s aetof his visit to a Cherokee migration camp ia th
Arcadia Valley (Iron County, Hildebrand detachmeddscribes family groups camping along the
roadside for a mile or more. In many cases therg likely scant delineation between roadbed and
campsite.

When possible, boundaries should be determinectwral and topographical features to maintain site
context. Ideally, the view shed from the transgtioh site should be used, though land managennent a
owner consent may significantly limit the extentatbich boundaries can be drawn. For practical
purposes, these predominantly linear resourcesishbhkide at least 50 meters (164 feet) of lanchare
around the resource to fully incorporate the transpion site and potential historic features asded

with wagon movement, horse and pedestrian tramel ogher significant historic use such as road-side
camp sited?

A. Subtype: Roadbeds and Road Segments

Description:

Between the fall of 1837 and the spring of 1838utands of Cherokee traversed the roadways of
Missouri on their forced migration from the soutstean United States to Indian Territory in curréay
Oklahoma. Despite more than 50 years of settlean@thover 15 years of statehood, Missouri at the ti
of the forced migration of the Cherokee was larggigettled and well maintained roads were few and f
between. Most of the state’s roads originatedassegor American Indian trails that followed thetpat
least resistance across the state’s diverse aend wéacherous landscape. This is the case with
Kingshighway that was marked out in c. 1789 aswamland connector between New Madrid and St.
Louis!®® Portions of this road, notably north of Bentond® County), where it joined with a State Road
designated in 1821, may have been used by the Beetgehment.

Following statehood in 1821, the Missouri Generssémbly designated a rash of “State Roads.” Except
in rare cases, this designation meant little mioa@ tminimal funding for surveying and marking the
roads. Actual maintenance was left to counties,whturn, relied heavily on the forced or voluntee
labor of those living on and using the roadwaysanilof these state-designated routes followediegist
trails, though surveyors marking the routes mayeharied from existing paths to better connect
important resources or avoid obstacles and owndticto A good example of this is the Cape Girade
to Arkansas Road designated as a state route md@Bsurveyed in 1837. The general route ofrtds
had been in use as a post road since c. 1820 amlikety a discernible trail before that time.
Comparisons of General Land Office plats and tatedunded road survey notes show some minor
variations between the routes. This road wasvi@tbby the Benge Detachment between Jackson and
the Missouri/Arkansas border in 1838.

194 The 50 meter guideline is utilized in other tnalated multiple property documentation forms sashhat prepared for
the Santa Fe Trail. Though the Trail of Tearsolwktd designated roadways, unlike much of the &ahta Fe trail route,
the lack of maintenance on historic Missouri roadd the early definition of “road” in legislationdicate that through much
of Missouri even “state roads” were not much mbantworn trails.

195 | ouis Houck. A History of Missouri, v. 2Chicago: R. R. Donnelley & Sons Co., 1908. Asesl January 2012, 150.
http://digital.library.umsystem.edu
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Lack of state and local government funding, ansoime cases lack of population, meant that mariyeof t
state’s roads were little more than tracks orgriailthe mid-18 century. Contemporary and later
descriptions of the routes taken by the Cherokserite wet, muddy, rocky, and swampy road
conditions, difficult stream crossings and, at smaatural disasters such as extreme weather éstiers
E: Conditions along the Benge Route). Despiterpftoor conditions, these roads usually followed th
best or only paths through the state. They avoildsgh ravines, multi-million acre swamps, and
impassible river and stream crossings. Becausieeoflogical and relatively obstruction-free paths
many of these early roadways are still in use ailnedified from their original path.

One known exception to the “state designated butumaled” roads that make up portions of the Toéil
Tears in Missouri is the Rock Levee Road in Scatt @ape Girardeau counties. As described in Sectio
E, this three-mile causeway was part of the 182 sbad connecting Iron Banks with Cape Girardeau.
Constructed in 1835 with state funds, this raisedirallowed easier (at least drier) passage thrthegh

Big Swamp south of Cape Girardeau. This road sagaieo differs from other abandoned roadbeds
along Missouri’'s portion of the Tears in that itéésed several feet above the surrounding landscap
Other abandoned segments are evidenced by longswigles rather than high raised berms.

In their basic form, Cherokee Trail of Tears roattband Road segments are resources created hy or fo
traffic (foot, horses/pack animals, and animal-pegevagons). These resources are man-made
landscape features (e.g., trail ruts caused byatedaise and/or erosion and later road segmenitwéne
constructed and/or engineered over existing twdd)r and naturally occurring landscape featuriéized

and adapted by man because of their characterfstigs stream and river crossings and river
landings):®® Based on research on the roads used during tileTTaars and survey of existing
conditions, roadbeds and road segments take om blasic forms:

* Modern public roads: road segments still in curtese, if substantially altered. These segmemts ar
portions of the original Trail of Tears that haweeh widened, graded, and resurfaced (with gravel or
pavement), to conform to modern road standard&y iy contain other modern (post 1830s)
engineering features such as shoulders, drainagieedi culverts and bridges.

» Limited use, passable roadways: road segmeritlissg#d on a limited basis—usually as a foot path,
farm access road, or fire/forestry road—and recglitiée or no maintenance. Major features such as
swales, cuts and fillslopes, are often still evideamd some may have improvements such as widening,
gravel surfaces, low-water crossings and limitedrdrge features.

» Abandoned, impassable roadway: fragments no lamggt or maintained. These segments are
original routes used by the Cherokee that haveedieen abandoned for new roads conforming to
modern road or highway standards. These segmen&vi@enced by swales created by repeated use
and/or erosion, road cuts, berms and fillslopessfdile overgrowth, these segments are often readily
distinguishable as long wide depressitiis.

19 This definition is borrowed from: Kansas StatstHliical Society, “National Register of Historica@és Multiple
Property Documentation Form: Historic ResourcethefSanta Fe Trail (amended submission).” Acakptethe National
Register of Historic Places , 2013.

197 These three general typologies were borrowed fBemian Hess, “National Register of Historic Plabstiple Property
Documentation Form: Minnesota Military Roads.”stad in the National Register February 7, 1991weéier, their
definitions were modified based on known condition3rail of Tears-related roadways in Missouri.
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Significance:

Under this Multiple Property Documentation Formdiads and road segments will be primarily
significant under Criterion A: Ethnic Heritage/N& American for their historic use by the Cherokee
the Trail of Tears. As noted in the nationwide MPBistoric and Archaeological Resources of the
Cherokee Trail of Tears™

Roadbeds provide a physical link and sense of &inteplace of the actual Cherokee experience.
They provide an understanding of the difficultiekerent in overland travel in the 1830s and the
challenges faced by the Cherokee on a daily basizdbeds will also be significant under
criterion A for the information they impart regamdithe actual routes taken by the detachments
on their journey west®

Survey and documentation of nominated roadbedsaadisegments may also yield archeological data
and evidence significance under Criterion D. Histaccounts of the Cherokee along the trail dbscri
the loss and abandonment of personal possessiaa&downs of wagons, stops for meal breaks and
camping, and hunting for game to supplement ratiddsmnants of these events and activities would
have littered the roadway. While connecting actgadirectly with the Cherokee would be difficdlhiot
impossible, extant archeological artifacts datirgT the period of migration would add to the knalge
of travel and conditions along the route, typeseadficles used during migration, and possibly typica
possessions of migrants.

The roads that were part of the Northern, Hildebrand Benge routes of the Trail of Tears may also
have significance beyond their association with tiiie event. South of Greenville (Wayne County), f
example, the Cape Girardeau to Arkansas Road ystutBenge Detachment followed the route of the
Natchitoches/Southwest Trace. This historic tsatame a significant route for explorers of thetwes
volunteers traveling to fight for Texas independefrom Mexico, settlers to the Arkansas Territ@yg

a strategic Civil War era road. Though road sedsesin be nominated solely for their significant
association with the Trail of Tears, preparersahimations are encouraged to explore the wider
significance of these segments for areas suchaassportation and Exploration/Settlement. The large
historic context may provide additional insightainthy these roads were chosen by the leaders of the
Cherokee detachments.

Registration Requirements:

To be eligible for listing in the National Registander this cover document, a roadbed or road seigme
must have clear and demonstrable association héticherokee Trail of Tears routes through Missouri.
Nominated examples of the property type must adsaim sufficient integrity to convey that significze.
Assessing integrity of historic roadbeds to a narime period (c. 1837 to 1839) is difficult duethdo
abandonment of early road segments and continledngsimprovements to roadways. By definition, all
Trail of Tears-related road segments must retdegiity of location. However, many of the idergdior
identifiable segments will not retain integrityadsign, materials or workmanship. Assessments,
therefore, will rely heavily on aspects of feelisgiting and association, using the following glinees:

%8 Thomason, Section F, 10. “National Register aftbtic Places Multiple Property Documentation Form:
Historic and Archeological Resources of the Cheeokeail of Tears.” Listed in the National RegistéHistoric
Places in 2002.
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1. Route: It must be possible to demonstratetbieatoadbed or segment closely conforms to thierau
the time of the Trail of Tears.

2. Physical appearance: The roadbed or segmealdsbe unpaved, and segments must be relatively
clear and passable (by foot or motorized vehic&dmpletely abandoned road segments should be
evidenced by ruts or swales.

3. Sense of function or destination: The roadiresegment should be long enough to evoke a sénse o
destination. As a general rule of thumb, an olesestanding at one end of the segment should not be
able to see the other end.

4. Setting: The property should be in a settimgracteristic of the original road. In generaksishould

be in a secluded, rural area with no modern intnsssuch as recent roads or buildings. Extanbgeri
(1830s) resources, however, will enhance the sg#iml historic associatid

B. Subtype: Fords and Ferry Crossings/Landings

Description:

The Cherokee traversed some 600 miles of Missoadways, travels that required almost daily water
crossings. Lt. B.B. Cannon, by no means verbosé&esimention of ten Missouri creeks, “branches,”
and rivers in his journal. By and large Missoudarly roads crossed these streams and riversuaha

or somewhat man-modified fords. Fords offeredtinadéy safe passage through shallow sections oémwat
with low banks. As an example Wilson's Creek, seakby the Fayetteville Road south of Springfield,
was described as being “everywhere fordable for do0 horsemarf™® Some fords across larger creeks
or rivers along important roads also developed lscoahmercial and communication nodes similar to
those found at ferry sites—possibly with a settldétome doubling as a trading post and post office.
Bridges, outside of larger urban areas, were almarstexistent though Greene County made some gffort
to construct bridges on the St. Louis to FayetieW®load in the 1830s (See Historic Context Il)rriee

or at least ferry licenses were more common thalyes but need varied by location and season.d=erri
required a state or county license and had govertiee maximum fee rates, but were built and
developed with private funds.

Ferries were a necessity for the Cherokee as tHwmdfcrossing the Mississippi River. Cannon aed th
eleven additional detachments that followed thetiNdon Route chose either the Bainbridge or Green’s
Ferry north of Cape Girardeau. The Benge detachfemied across the river at Iron Banks, Kentucky
and landed in Belmont (Mississippi County), Missourhe three Mississippi ferries used by the
Cherokee were thought to be horse ferries, butnoavk evidence or illustrations of them exist. Ferr
landings had natural or man-modified sloping baankd a variety of ancillary resources such as g ferr
operator’s residence, tavern or trading post, wausés, and other features. There are no histooeea
ground physical remnants of these three Missis$apy landings and archeological evidence is

199 These assessment guidelines were borrowed fronidbaress, “National Register of Historic Places fifls
Property Documentation Form: Minnesota Militarya®s.” Listed in the National Register Februar§991.
However, their definitions were modified based aown conditions of Trail of Tears-related roadwayMissouri.
29 Rombauer, 316.
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uncertain due to flooding and scouring. The histlmcations of all three sites have been iderdifie
through historic research and archeological evidericelated auxiliary resources may be found. The
Bainbridge and Green's ferry landings are listethanNational Register of Historic Places as sigaift
sites for their association with the Trail of Tears

As there are no above ground physical referenctisese historic ferry sites, it is difficult to &stain

what they looked like. By the mid-1830s a “horfexty was in operation at Bainbridge and presugabl
Green’s and the Belmont ferry. Horse ferries usador more horses on a treadmill or turntable to
power a paddlewheel. Steam ferries were avaik@deme points of the Mississippi River, but horse
power was considered safer and less expef%ivehe Bainbridge crossing may have been somewhat
distinct as, per the account of Rev. Daniel Buiriék this place a sand bar in the middle extends
probably half across the bed of the river, leaving sluices of about an equal width on each side.
Therefore it is like two rivers, crossed by twories, that is, two sets of boats, one conveyinggragers
to the bar, and the other from #*

Away from the Mississippi, rivers crossed by theef@ikee in Missouri tended to be smaller and the

ferries themselves less elaborate. The St. Fraiioer crossing at Greenville, for example, wdudde
been seasonal and was apparently operated via owaer.pA description of the ferry crossing in the

1870s, then operated by Joe Lutes and John Giheted that the:

ferry thrived in the wet season while the river was deep or swift to ford — John was a big man
the muscle in the operation — lived on the Wightfa- Joe lived in Pleasant Valley near the Jim
Lee farm — John towed boat upstream — Joe steeaedbiss with steering oar while John used a
sweeping oar to give the boat momenfiimn.

Large or small, most ferry sites offered at leashs additional amenities of features such as theekmf
the ferry operators, warehouses, and trading pogts/erns. Remnants of these features, be thtantex
or identifiable in the archeological record, praviglgnificant information and context for transptidgn
and the experience of the Cherokee along the dtdikars.

Significance:

Under this Multiple Property Documentation Formd®and ferry crossings/landings will be primarily
significant under Criterion A: Ethnic Heritage/N& American for their historic use by the Cherokee
the Trail of Tears. Ferries and fords were, ltke toads that connected them, “essential compoirents
getting the Cherokee and their possessions tofthalrdestination** The location of easily fordable
sections along Missouri’s rivers and streams ates sidequate for developing ferries often infludnte
path of roads and trails. Proximity of fords te thain road route may also have lured Cherokee
conductors away from main road routes. Local infi@ipley County hints that the Benge detachment
avoided a ferry and associated fees by skewing frenprimary route of the Southwest Trace to ctioss
river at Indian Ford (listed in the National Regisin 2007).

%' See Bainbridge Ferry and Green Ferry National Regisominations previously cited.

202 gytrick Journal, 57.
2% “Thoughts and Things of Long Agd@reenville SunMarch 7, 1940.
204 Thomason, Section F,14.



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section No. F Page _ 7 Cherokee Trail of Tears in Missouri, 1837-1839
State of Missouri

Survey and documentation of nominated ferry sitesfards may also yield archeological data and
evidence significance under Criterion D. Ferrgsitnotably, were often centers of small commusiitie
The National Register listed Bainbridge Ferry dibe.example, had at various times a warehousermav
and residence of the ferry operator. The towrQddlY Greenville, Wayne County, developed in larget p
due to the ferry that operated across the St. Braitiver and offered a post office, “four or fiw@oden
cabins . . . and a dirty-looking stor@” As developed communities, ferry sites would haffered
opportunities for contact, trade and possibly &@la leave messages or send mail to those behititeo
trial or friends in the southeast. Extant archeialaigesources associated with these sites migbtyatld
better context and understanding of travel conastiand availability of goods and services durirgy th
period of the Cherokee removal.

Fords, by their nature, were more common and reduittle or no infrastructure or development.
Natural fords, however, often became settlementtiaating points. James Harrison in Phelps County,
for example, settled on the Little Piney and hismedoecame the unofficial trade and communication
center of the region. (See Historic Context Il) Hisperty is mentioned by at least one chroniclehe
Trail of Tears, and by earlier travelers along$hel ouis to Springfield Road. Similar sites ntar

Peter Brickey farmstead in Crawford County, Stafatsnstead in Pulaski County and Bean’s on the
Gasconade and Osage Fork in Laclede County maysiffélar archeological evidence as that found at
small ferry sites.

The roads that were part of the Northern, Hildebirand Benge Routes of the Trail of Tears may also
have significance beyond their association with tiiie event. Fords and ferry sites were key larks
roadways, many of which were also significant plost@ emigration routes. The same roads usedeby th
Cherokee were taken by explorers, traders aneettFerry sites and fords can be nominated sfdely
their significant association with the Trail of Teghowever, preparers of nominations are encodrtme
explore the wider significance of these resouroesifeas such as Commerce, Transportation and
Exploration/Settlement.

Registration Requirements:

To be eligible for listing in the National Registander this cover document, a ford or ferry
crossing/landing must have clear and demonstraisiecéation with the Cherokee Trail of Tears routes
through Missouri. Nominated examples of the propimpe must also retain sufficient integrity to
convey that significance. Assessing integrity istdric fords and ferry sites to a narrow time pér{c.
1837 to 1839) is difficult. Most ferry crossingsien on major rivers such as the Mississippi, hawg
been abandoned and roadways moved or improvedelgotistruction of bridges or improved low water
crossings. By definition, all Trail of Tears-radtfords and ferry sites must retain integritycafdtion.
However, many of the identified or identifiable semnts will not retain integrity of design, matesiar
workmanship. Assessments, therefore, will relwiig@n aspects of feeling, setting and association
using the following guidelines. For registratiogueéements for ferry and ford-associated buildisgs
the “Buildings, structures and building sites” pedy type.

1. Route: It must be possible to demonstratethieaterry site or ford closely conforms to thedwaute
at the time of the Trail of Tears.

205 Featherstonhaugh, 335.
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2. Physical appearance: The physical charactistinsistent with that of an early 19th century
landing/ferry crossing such as at the end of abveddand cleared area adjacent to the river, neust b
visible. Retention of naturally occurring rockgravel or earthen banks is essential and evideihce o
worn cuts in the bank (notably at fords) is alspamant.

3. Setting: The property should be in a settingracteristic of the original road, ford and fesitg. In
general, sites should be in a secluded, ruralwithano modern intrusions such as recent roads or
buildings. Extant period (1830s) resources, howewnvi#l enhance the setting and historic
associatiorf>®

Property Typell. Buildings, Structures, and Building Sites

Description:

This property type incorporates man-made resouhzgsvere extant on or near the road during thé Tra
of Tears period of significance. These resourcag Inave supported travel or trade along the raah s
as stores or trading posts. Most were not cortstidzecause of trade or travel but became assdciate
with Trail of Tears due to proximity. They werethomes or institutional buildings of local resiten
that allowed the Cherokee to camp on their landepened their doors to the missionaries, physsc@n
others that accompanied the Cherokee. Cannorwfatamping at a school for several days as his
detachment battled illne&¥. Dr. W.I.I. Morrow rarely camped with his detachmenstead seeking
room and board with nearby residéffts As settlement density, material availability atder factors
varied along the trail through Missouri, no onehétexctural style or structural type is associatéith the
trail. Near the Mississippi River, notably in Capgardeau County, brick, stone and milled woodewer
common. In the interior of Missouri, log buildi; such as the Snelson-Brinker House (a Trail afSe
certified site in Crawford County, listed in thetidmal Register) would have been the norm.

Just as type and material varied, so too did freque The plat of the State Road from Jackson tb Ol
Greenville indicated homes approximately every rgke figure 8). In other parts of the state, agh
Wright County along the Hildebrand Route, whiteleatent preceded the Cherokee removal only by a
couple of years so settled sites might have betasmpart or clustered in isolated nodes. Despite
statehood, much of Missouri was still in its settént period and the buildings and structures aatti
with this period were generally not meant to benmarent. Replacement of original homes and farm
buildings, construction of new schoolhouses anddtes, changes in development patterns and
abandonment of old roads have significantly impatie Missouri landscape in the last 175 year.
Because of this most of the Trail of Tears-periaddings and structures are no longer extant.
Archeological evidence of building sites, suchred found at the Dyes/Bell Tavern Site in Christian
County and the Widow Harris farm in Ripley Countay shed light on the period.

206 These assessment guidelines were borrowed fronidbetess, “National Register of Historic Places fifi
Property Documentation Form: Minnesota Militarya®s.” Listed in the National Register Februar§991.
However, their definitions were modified based aown conditions of Trail of Tears-related roadwayMissouri.
297 cannon Journal, November 23, 1837.

2% Rozema, 152.
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Significance:

Buildings, structures, and building sites may hgilele under Criterion A: Ethnic Heritage/Native
American for their historic association with thee®dkee on the Trail of Tears. These sites became
contact points between local residents and traafeigthe Cherokee. They offered opportunities, éven
briefly, for cultural interaction and trade. Likerry sites, they may have also been points todeav
messages for those coming behind or trade for &madsupplies.

As few extant buildings remain, archeological syraad documentation of building sites may find
resources significant under Criterion D for thestgmtial to yield information about Removal period
travel, material culture, food and lifeways. Tiphemeral nature of Cherokee contact with known
building sites in Missouri would make it difficulb find culturally-related material, but existerafe
1820s to early 1840s materials could shed lightemperiod, the historic context and on the people
known to have hosted the Cherokee and associatsiiomaries and physicians.

As with the other property types, buildings, stames and building sites may have significance bdyon
their association with this one event. Dye’s/Bellravern was originally associated with the Delawar
settlement in southwest Missouri and archeologioadstigations have found significant evidence of
1820 Delaware occupation of the site. The Widowridaroperty in Ripley County played host to
several significant explorers and scientists before after the Cherokee removal, and tells a sogmt
story of southeast Missouri settlement and lifewa$ges may be nominated solely for their assmriat
with the Trail of Tears, but preparers of nominasi@are encourage to explore additional areas of
significance such as Commerce, and Exploratiori&dedint.

Registration Requirements:

To be eligible for listing in the National Registander this cover document, a building, structure o
building site must have clear and demonstrablecéeson with the Cherokee Trail of Tears routes
through Missouri. These associations will be fopricharily through the historic record, via joursi@nd
letters from the Cherokee or those traveling wimt, local removal period diaries and accountb®f t
removal, or credible oral history accounts. Nortedeexamples of the property type must also retain
sufficient integrity to convey that significancAssessing integrity of these resources to a natiroe/
period (c. 1837 to 1839) is difficult. Most extdmtildings from the 1830s have been modified oweet
and through extended periods of occupation. Howeszne sense of the size, massing and materials
from the 1830s period must be intact. Later add#ishould not overwhelm the original building
massing, and exterior material if not original dddue of similar type. Integrity of location issesntial

for extant sites as is the sense of feeling. Extsources from the 1830s may be more likely téobed
in or near communities that were well establishgthle 1830s such as Jackson (Cape Girardeau County)
or Springfield (Greene County) or in the miningag@round Farmington (St. Francois County),
Fredericktown (Madison County) and Massey'’s IronrkgqCrawford County). Settings around these
resources would likely not reflect the Trail of Te@eriod. Retention of trail-era setting is intpot but
will not render a resource ineligible if disrupted.

To be eligible under Criterion D, a site must desimate it has information-yielding potential in
architecture or historical archeology. This will tmest commonly displayed in the existence of intact
ruins that, while deteriorated beyond classificats a building or structure, are still recognigedo
identifiable archeological features. The locatiéthe site must be verified in accordance with the
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probable location of the site documented in theohitsrecord. Sites displaying artifacts that cardlated
to the period of historic significance and showangotential for well-preserved archeological
components are eligible for registration. Sitesilag surface artifacts and showing a high poterfitial
intact subsurface components in conjunction withgshould also be considered eligible if integaty
the site’s geomorphological contexts appear intacesource with evidence of a subsequent funaiion
occupation overlaying materials or features reladetthe site’s Trail of Tears era function also ban
considered eligible under Criterion D if the potaehtor yielding information appears intact as aied
component and evidence is provided establishirigax tink to the operation during the period of
significance®®

Property Typelll: Campsites

Description:

Campsites were an important component of the ofdilears experience, though one difficult to ddseri
or classify. Theodore Russell described the Hildieth camp at the base of Shepherds Mountain in Iron
County as being strung out for over a mile alorggrttad. Cannon mentions leaving families of the il
along the road to catch up later, while movingrian body of the detachment onward. The sheer siz
of the detachments, ranging from 300 to over 1560levhave made it difficult to find a single cantpsi
More likely, family groups or clusters would hawenped in various open fields or glades near the
roadway or a nearby natural amenity.

Other multiple property documentation forms fordafistance trails, such as the Santa Fe Trail,sfocu
more on the natural or man-made amenities thatcatid the campers rather than the campsites
themselves. Water resources were certainly essémth good campsite, and the journals of Canmon a
Butrick make reference to camping on or near rivdMigssouri’s waterways at times presented a prable
for travelers. Cannon'’s party camped for severgs @dong the Huzzah Creek on or near the Peter
Brickey farmstead in Crawford County, stalled do@tevailing iliness. After a few days, howeveg, h
moved the party two miles away from the creek satzoolhouse, “a much better situation for an
encampment than on the creéK”"Cannon’s new encampment had the benefit of baitilding to

house some of the sick and likely a well, springa@arby stream to provide water. Dr. Townsenel, th
physician who accompanied the Cannon party, blameéch of the party’'s illness on the “miasmatic
exhalations®* of the swampy lands near Missouri’s rivers.

Isolated farms or settlements also made attractivepsites for the Cherokee detachments, and thesnam
of settlers are often included in reference encaemisa Farms offered some cleared land for camping,
nearby water sources, and the possibility of shédiethe detachments’ accompanying missionaries,
physicians or the severely ill. They also may haffered trading opportunities to supplement ragion

The Brickey family living near the Huzzah in CranddCounty played host both to a missionary and,
reportedly, a very ill traveler. Dr. W.I.I. Morrovarely camped with the Taylor detachment, prefigrtd
stay with a settler’'s family at the campsite orany farm. The Butricks also occasionally stayét

a host family, though often made camp with the dateent with whom they traveled. Because of the

209 Registration requirement for Criterion D borrowfesm Kansas State Historical Society, “National Regy of
Historic Places Multiple Property DocumentationRorHistoric Resources of the Santa Fe Trail (arednd
submission).” Accepted by the National Registerstoric Places, 2013.

219 cannon’s Journal, November 28, 1837 entry.

1 Rozema, 95-97.
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attraction of the natural (usually water) or mandmé&arm, ford or ferry site) amenity, campsitesyma
need to be considered and evaluated as part cd@damplex of related sites—natural features and
amenities, building sites, ferry landings or fordsd trail graves.

Significance:

Campsites may be eligible under Criterion A an@orEthnic Heritage/Native American for their
historic association with the Cherokee on the Tokifears. Campsites along the trail of tears beca
places of rest, play, worship, repair, recoveryrfibness and grief. Russell described childreayiplg
and women cooking at the Shepherds Mountain caButrick wrote of holding religious services in
camps and tents and stopping at creeks to wastrgrudoths. Cannon reported of wagon repair and
shoeing, care for the ill and disturbed nights ttuexcessive drink.

Camp sites were rarely used by any one detachmétiarokee for more than one or two nights, though
some were used for successive days because afsilinesevere weather. Many campsites were likely
used by successive detachments along the Nortrarte R Daniel Butrick reported that some
detachments in lllinois left camp fires burning tbose that succeeded thé&f.He also remarked that on
at least one occasion a detachment, “left oneeif ttumber behind to be buried by her friends, who
stopped for the purposé™ It is also likely that the Cherokee stopped atpiag sites commonly used
by preceeding and succeeding travelers. Locasook as Stark’s homestead (Pulaski County), Bean's
river crossing (Laclede County), Harrison’s croggiRhelps County), and the Widow Harris farm
(Ripley County) are mentioned in journals of travsltotally unrelated to the Cherokee removal. hWit
the exception of religious camp meetings, thoulgh,Gherokee detachments were likely the largest
groups to stay at any one site.

Registration Requirements:

To be eligible for listing in the National Registarder this cover document, a campsite must haaer cl
and demonstrable association with the Cherokeé dfraiears routes through Missouri. These
associations will be found primarily through thetbric record, via journals and letters from the
Cherokee or those traveling with them, local renhgeasiod diaries and accounts of the removal, or
credible oral history accounts. Nominated exampfake property type must also retain sufficient
integrity to convey that significance. Assessimggrity of these resources to a narrow time peigod
1837 to 1839) is difficult as is defining the exbutation and boundaries of such sites. Retemtfean
sufficient amount of visual integrity recalling thistoric setting is critical, as is the verifigdegrity of
location. Feeling and association are presentefiity of location and setting are respectivelyified
and retained. Primary documentary evidence (@grnpls, diaries, and itineraries) must be refezdrio
establish the historical basis for the resourcéhéncase of ephemeral sites where no buildings or
structures were established, documentary and doghieal information must be available to validate t
property’s significance. In cases where no knowmary documentary evidence exists, verified
archeological evidence from the historic periogighificance can be used to establish the res@irce’
historical basi$**

212 gytrick Journal, January 22, 1839 entry, 56.

23 |pid.

% Registration requirements are modified from KarBse Historical Society, “National Register obtdiric Places
Multiple Property Documentation Form: Historic Rasces of the Santa Fe Trail (amended submissiohdcepted by the
National Register of Historic Places, 2013.



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section No._F Page _ 12 Cherokee Trail of Tears in Missouri, 1837-1839
State of Missouri

Like the boundaries of the roadbed property typ iticlude consideration of possible adjacent
campsites, boundaries of campsites should conaidariety of factors. The size of the detachments
likely required multiple clusters for family groupsattered on all sides of the farm or natural atyen
that attracted the detachment. Brickey family distory suggests campsites on both sides of ttezdtu
Creek for the multiple detachments that passechdycamped on their farm. Detachments at ferry
crossings are known to have been divided for halags, or at the Mississippi River ferries for mgar
month. Associated sites, such as homestead $itesbfamilies, natural features (springs, creeks,),
and possible burial sites should also be considehesh establishing boundaries for campsites, glar
boundaries or discontigous boundaries may be wiadan

Property TypelV: Trail Graves

Description:

Trail graves are those sites containing individuaial locations of Trail of Tears travelers. De&bm
illness, accident, or misadventure was all too cemadong the Trail of Tears in Missouri. Cannon’s
journal makes note of the burial of nine individual Missouri, eight Cherokee and one African
American wagoner. The other detachments experiesioglar losses, and journals, letters and other
references describe extensive loss of life alorgthil—especially the deaths of the elderly anitdobn.
In Missouri, burials were simply earthen plots unked or simply marked using temporary materials.
Based on journal accounts, most burials were aear campsites, and oral traditions in Missourgesg
that some burials occurred in existing family plotsfarms near campsites. The Brickey family’d ora
tradition suggests a Cherokee burial at the fagrifweyard above the old farmstead. Also, ground
penetrating radar investigations near Bell's Tavadicate that the Cherokee who died while Cannon
camped at “Dyes” are buried near James Wilson.

Oral traditions have also grown around the posdibléal site of Nancy Bushyhead Walker Hildebrand,
thought to be interred at the Trail of Tears SRdek in Cape Girardeau County. Called “Princess
Otahki” by those who memorialized her, the suppagesesite is topped by a memorial installed in the
1960s. Though connected to important Cherokeeetsallancy was not a “princess.” Though she died
and was buried in Missouri, the reports of her ldglatirial and the long-term care of her gravesite a
greatly romanticized. The memorialization of tleegon and supposed gravesite is interesting in the
context of the Trail of Tears and the myths andiesathat grew around it, but is also a cautioralsg.

The Cherokee had neither the time nor desire getion the trail, pauses for burial were brief trel
graves random and utilitarian. Locating and vémifya gravesite is difficult and invasive meansloing

so discouraged.

Significance:

Gravesites may be eligible under Criterion A an@orEthnic Heritage/Native American for their
historic association with the Cherokee on the Tafilears. Criterion Consideration D requirements
must also be considered when nominating gravesites) if for Criterion A significance. The storfy o
the Trail of Tears is in large part a story of loksss of homeland, loss of possessions, andlidie.
Gravesites are a physical reminder and symboleofdss of over 4000 Cherokee on the Trail of Tears.
That so many died, yet so few gravesites can beraiedy located and identified is also, in a seadess
of identity. While romantic myths arise around tleaths of a few Cherokee such as “Princess Otahki,
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and journals briefly note the names of the deaginimes and stories of thousands who died remain
unknown.

Registration Requirements:

To be eligible for listing in the National Registander this cover document, a gravesite must hkeeas ¢
and demonstrable connection with a Cherokee or raewitthe removal party (wagoner, missionary,
physician, etc.) that died on the Trail of Teardlissouri. These associations will be found priilgar
through the historic record, via journals and kstfeom the Cherokee or those traveling with thieral
removal period diaries and accounts of the remavrairedible oral history accounts. Nominated
examples of the property type must also retairigeafft integrity to convey that significance. Assiag
integrity of these resources is difficult as isidiefg the exact location and boundaries of suassit
Retention of a sufficient amount of visual integri¢calling the historic setting is critical, agh®
verified integrity of location. Verifying the lodah of a gravesite should never be done with inxasi
means (shovel testing or excavation). Ground patieg radar and similar methods are acceptable.
Feeling and association are present if integritipcétion and setting are respectively verified and
retained. Primary documentary evidence (e.g., @srrdiaries, and itineraries) must be referenced t
establish the historical basis for the resource.

Because of the difficulty in locating and verifyiiigail of Tears-related gravesites, these resourzgs
most often be included as suggested if unverifitss $n the boundaries of nominations for otheatesd
property types. Cannon mentioned burying membfenssaletachment prior to breaking camp, so burial
sites were likely on or very near known campsit&similar practice was likely followed by other
detachments. Oral histories from families livingrey the trail also report of burials in family alr

plots. Burial at existing burial sites is likelg & would have saved families who allowed Cherakee
camp on their land unfortunate discoveries as Veasl later developed or cultivated. Boundaries for
campsites at which there were known deaths shauigider the location of possible burials and inelud
information about them in the nomination. If aified gravesite occurs singularly, the boundaryhef
resource will include the grave itself plus at tea§0 meter contributing land area around theabasiie.
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Geographical Data

The thirteen detachments of Cherokee that travevBssburi during the Trail of Tears (1837-39)
traveled, altogether, more than six hundred mifeSonthern Missouri from the Mississippi River eall
through southeast and central Missouri to thedattsvest corner. At the time, many areas were still
forming county governments and the political bouiegaof the state as they are today were still desa
in the making. For convenience, current countyemand boundaries are used. The exact routes of
some of the detachments, notably Hildebrand’s tiariaon the Northern Route, have also not beew full
researched or identified. With this in mind, tka& geographical area covered by this and future
amendments of this MPDF cannot be exactly defirigalsed on current knowledge, however, the
geographical boundaries of this document includéges of the following counties.

Northern Route: Cape Girardeau, Bollinger, Pavtadison, St. Francois, Washington, Crawford,
Phelps, Pulaski, Laclede, Webster, Greene, ChrjsBtone and Barry counties.

Hildebrand'’s variation on the Northern Route, inliéidn to the above: Iron, Reynolds, Dent, Texad a
Wright counties.

Benge Route: Mississippi, Scott, Cape Girardealljriger, Wayne, Butler and Ripley counties.
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I dentification and Evaluation M ethods

The compilation of this MPDF was funded throughrang from the National Park Service, Long
Distance Trails Program in Santa Fe, NM. The MR prepared by staff of the Missouri State
Historic Preservation Office. The bulk of the rasd, field survey, and measuring of road segmeats
completed by state and federal agencies, studétite &t. Louis Community College, members of the
Missouri Chapter of the Trail of Tears Associatiangd volunteers on Passport in Time (PIT) projects
sponsored by the Mark Twain National Forest unthefU.S. Forest Service. Volunteers were
supervised and assisted by professionals in thisfad history, archeology, and cultural resource
management.

While it has long been known that the Trail of Beaxtended through Missouri, there was little effor
identify trail-related resources until the late @85 Through cooperation with Cape Girardeau County
and Missouri State Parks, the Trail of Tears Saiik (Cape Girardeau County) opened in 1958. The
park, nearly 4000 acres in size, includes sevemwil @f Tears-related resources. In 1962 the Cape
Girardeau Rotary funded a Trail of Tears Memoriaiie park on the purported burial site of Nancy
Bushyhead Walker Hildebrand. Nancy was sisterewe. Resse Bushyhead and wife to Lewis Hildebrand,
both of whom led detachments along the Trail off$e&Nancy died after crossing the Mississippi Rive
into Missouri and was buried in Cape Girardeau ®puhler purported burial place and the ferry lawgdi
where nine of the eleven detachments that trawbkediorthern Route of the Trails landed in Missouri

are within the boundaries of the Trail of Tears&Rark.

Efforts to recognize the trail and identify asstaibsites paralleled and supported the movement to
designate the Trail of Tears as a National Historail. Studies of the route, evaluations of its
significance and identification of sites that suped the interpretive and recreational missiorhef t
National Historic Trails Program were identifiedgreparation of designation and, later, as patti@f
comprehensive management and use plan publisH&Plh Research by historians such as Duane King
supplemented National Park Service efforts to marsegl interpret the trail.

In 2000 the NPS Long Distance Trails Program furaledtionwide study of the Cherokee Trail of Tears
that resulted in a MPDF for the “Historic and Arolagical Resources of the Cherokee Trail of Tears.”
As part of this project, several trail related prdjes in Missouri were identified, documented, and
nominated for listing in the National Register.

Despite these early efforts, little research ddfeurvey of trail-related resources in Missouri feeen
conducted—notably on the Benge Route. Plannedawepnents to U.S. Highway 67, a road that roughly
follows the historic path of the Natchitoches/Sewht Trace through Missouri, spurred further regear
into the historic roadway and subsequently intoTttel of Tears. Archival research and context
development by Russell Weisman, Senior Preserv&patialist with the Missouri Department of
Transportation, forms the foundation of the hist@antext on the Benge Route through Missouri.
Weisman'’s research identified the state roadsenatishe time of the Cherokee removal and plotied t
most likely path based on GLO and state road surVégisman also gathered early to mid:t@ntury
accounts of travel through Missouri along thesg¢e®as a means of supporting their likely use by th
Benge Detachment.

Weisman's research has also been used as thefdoafégdd survey to “ground proof” the location tife
Benge Route of the Trail of Tears, segments of whive been abandoned by subsequent road
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improvement projects. U.S. Forest Service staffi@tMark Twain National Forest (MTNF) have led
efforts to identify abandoned road segments om Hiest units in Missouri. The Forest Service has
sponsored two Passport in Time projects, voluraegteological and historic preservation effortaniap
and measure extant Trail of Tears road segmenteiMTNF. Staff of the MTNF have also worked
with students of the St. Louis Community Collegédentify trail remnants, and the Forest has funaled
project with Missouri State University to compiledaanalyze data gathered through these volunteer
efforts?*® Data gathered in these field surveys of the rawe used to prepare property type
descriptions and registration requirements for'Bweadbed and Road Segment” property type. SHPO
staff also reviewed National Register of Historiad®s nominations and multiple property documentati
forms for historic roadways and trails nationwidedevelop assessment criteria.

Research into Trail of Tears routes through Misisocomtinue, as do efforts to field survey roadwags
identify and document related cultural resourcés.additional context for the Northern Route and
Hildebrand’s variation of this route are developadilitional contexts for this nomination will be
prepared. Field survey and documentation of agsesticultural resources will also be used to dgvelo
additional property types.

215
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Figurel: Inset of Trail of Tears National Historic Trail dahowing general path of the three Trail of
Tears routes through Missouri. Published onlinghgyNational Park Service:
http://www.nps.govi/trte/index.htm
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Figure 2: Inset of Missouri Official Highway Map, 2010-201f2tapproximate path of the Benge Rouge.
www.modot.org/newsandinfo/publications/documentgsiviant_2010.p. Labels show approximate location landmarks and
places noted in the context.
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Figure3: Map showing overview the Benge Route of the Chexdkaiil of Tears prepared by Russell
Weisman. Base map: John Bartholomew, “Missondli Arkansas,Black’s Atlas of North America.
Edinburgh: Adam and Charles Black, 1856. Seed@ifor modern map of similar area.
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Figure4: Portion of J. H. Young'SReference and Distance Map of the United Stdi@&34.
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Figure5: Segment of 1839 David H Burr Map showing PostaltRau Mississippi Co.
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Figure7: Overgrown road swales on banks of Fish Lake, Miggi$ County. Photo by Tiffany
Patterson, October 2011.
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Figure8: Plat of a segment of the 1837 State Road from Gagedeau to Arkansas. “Commissioners Report
of the Survey of a State Road from Cape Girardeantérsect the Military Road in the Arkansas Statar
Pittmans Ferry,” Missouri State Archive, Jefferggity, Missouri. This segment shows the road tieamvestern
Bollinger County border and extending into easidiayne County northeast of Lowndes.
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Figure 9: Callot 1805 Map of Cape Girardeau.
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Figure 10: Section of the Rock Levee Road, Cape Girardeaun@plooking southwest. Photo by
Tiffany Patterson, October 2011.

Figure11: Section of the Rock Levee Road still in use a®sg road, Cape Girardeau County, looking
northeast. Photo by: Tiffany Patterson, Octol@dr]12
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Figure12: Frizel-Welling House, Jackson, Cape Girardeau, M&dric American Buildings Survey
(Library of Congress), photo c. 1937.
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Figure 13: Stephen Byrd House, Jackson vic. Historic AmeriBaildings Survey (Library of
Congress), photo c. 1937.
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Figure 14: McMinn Farmstead, swales to right of gravel ro&thoto by Tiffany Patterson, October
2011.

Figure 15. Natchitoches Trace Swales on Corps of EngineerePtygOld Greenville vic., Wayne
County. Photo by Russell Weisman, February 2012.
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Figure 16: Natchitoches Trace Swales on Corps of EngineergPipOld Greenville vic., Wayne
County. Photo by Russell Weisman, February 2012.
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Figure 17: Inset of Missouri Official Highway Map, 2010-201Bawing eastern most section of the Northern Route
(Mississippi River Crossing to Meramec Iron Workgpbels show approximate location of known TréiTears route
landmarks and places mentioned in the Cannon,duaind Morrow journals.
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Figure 19: Inset of Missouri Official Highway Map, 2010-201Bawving east-central portion of the trail. Labdiew
approximate locations of several campsites and dr@ssings mentioned in the Cannon, Butrick andrible journals.
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Figure 21: Inset of Missouri Official Highway Map, 2010-2018awing west-central portion of the trail. Labelow
approximate locations of several campsites and dre@ssings mentioned in the Cannon, Butrick andrie journals and other
Trail of Tears landmarks.
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Figure 23: Inset of Missouri Official Highway Map, 2010-2018asving southwestern portion of the trail. Labdisw
approximate locations of several campsites and dr@ssings mentioned in the Cannon, Butrick andrble journals and
other Trail of Tears landmarks.
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Figure 24: “Sectional Map of the State of Missouri Compiledhirthe United States Surveys and Other Sources,” (St
Louis, MO: Edward Hutawa, pub., 1844) depictingrximately the same area.
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Figure25: Trail of Tears Routes through Missouri, based oariguKing's “Report on the Cherokee
Trail of Tears: Correcting and Updating the 1992o0Nsupplement,” unpublished manuscript, 1999
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Figure26: Dent County General Highway Map, Missouri Departhad@rTransportation (base map),
approximate route of White River Trace and posditildebrand Routes through Dent County
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