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BRYANT CREEK 
STATE PARK 

PREAMBLE & MISSION STATEMENT 

July 2021 

HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE: 

Located in southern Douglas County, Bryant Creek State Park spans rugged, steeply dissected 
river hills bordering the stream for which it is named.  The native vegetation of mostly oak and 
oak-pine woodland envelopes tall dolomite cliffs, moss-draped sandstone outcrops, fern-lined 
glens, wet-weather waterfalls, springs and sinkholes.  Visitors to the park will experience the 
magnificence of the Ozarks in the long ridgetop views across deep forest hollows, and the crystal 
waters of Bryant Creek.  

The property for Bryant Creek State Park was purchased by the State of Missouri, acting on 
behalf of the public as Trustee for natural resources, in October, 2016.  Natural resource damage 
funds, for the acquisition of the property, were the result of monetary damages recovered by the 
Missouri Department of Natural Resources (MoDNR). 

Through the Statewide Groundwater Restoration Plan, MoDNR seeks to implement restoration 
projects that directly benefit, restore and/or preserve groundwater resources through the 
acquisition and protection of groundwater recharge areas, including those containing direct 
conduits to groundwater such as those found in karst systems.  Bryant Creek State Park is 
approximately 2,900 acres of forested watershed in southern Douglas County, containing the 
geology associated with the springs, losing streams and groundwater resources that flow directly 
into Bryant Creek. A primary focus of the park is to restore, rehabilitate and preserve the 3000-
acre forested watershed for the benefit of surface and groundwater flow into the waters of Bryant 
Creek.  

Bryant Creek is a scenic, high quality main tributary to the North Fork River, floatable for more 
than 40 miles and popular as a fishing stream.  It is considered one of the best small river habitats 
in the White River Basin.  Bryant Creek State Park features 1.67 miles of direct frontage on 
Bryant Creek, four major tributary hollows and at least four springs.  Other features include 
caves, fens, sinkhole ponds and cliffs.  The varied topography and complex geology yields a 
diverse range of natural communities and a suite of glade, woodland, forest and riparian 
ecosystems that support a strong and floristically diverse native plant community.  The extensive 
forest cover, rich in species native to the southern Ozarks, provides significant wildlife habitat, 
especially to migratory birds.   
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MISSION STATEMENT: 

The Mission of Bryant Creek State Park is to provide natural resource stewardship that preserves 
the high quality, mature pine-oak woodland and forest ecosystems; rehabilitates the recently-
logged acres and restores the knob-top glades; benefits the surface and groundwater recharge 
areas of Bryant Creek; protects cultural elements; and provides nature-oriented outdoor 
recreation opportunities that will offer the opportunity to experience and appreciate the natural 
resources provided by the area. 
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BRYANT CREEK 
STATE PARK  

 
CONCEPTUAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

 
July 2021 

 
Location: Douglas County  
Established: October 2016  
Size:  2,917 Acres  
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Located in southern Douglas County, Bryant Creek State Park spans rugged, steeply dissected 
river hills of the Salem Plateau. The property is covered in natural forest that is rich in native 
plant communities of the southern Ozarks. Bryant Creek, a scenic and high quality main tributary 
to the North Fork River, flows alongside the northern park boundary with 1.67 miles of direct 
river frontage. 
 
The State of Missouri purchased Bryant Creek State Park in October 2016.  Possession of the 
property will provide preservation of high quality native pine-oak woodlands, forest ecosystems, 
and groundwater recharge areas; thereby improving a source of surface and groundwater into 
Bryant Creek. The property will also provide public access and compatible use as a Missouri 
State Park. 
 
SITE GOALS 
 

• Restore and preserve the natural and cultural resources located within the park’s 
boundaries; 

• Provide recreational opportunities and public use facilities compatible with the park’s 
mission, resources, and public needs; 

• Provide adequate orientation and interpretive facilities to enhance visitor experience;  
• Provide administrative support facilities to ensure successful operation and maintenance 

of the park.  
 

DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES 
 
Bryant Creek State Park is separated into two sections by Highway N; the northern section where 
approximately 1,478 acres of mature forest and riparian corridor is to be preserved; and the 
southern section where approximately 1,439 acres of regenerating forest and glade is to be 
restored. To best support preservation and restoration efforts, development should remain 
minimal in nature, establishing a limited-development trails-oriented park.  
 

Access  
 
Bryant Creek State Park can be accessed via Highway N from the west or east.  
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Day Use Areas 
 
North Day Use Area: A DUA will be developed in the pine grove north of Highway N 
and south of the Simpson house. County Road N-337D will enable access to the area. 
Potential area amenities include, but are not limited to: parking, picnic tables, vault toilet, 
potable water, and informational/interpretive kiosks.  
  
South Day Use Area: A DUA will be developed south of Highway N towards the eastern 
portion of the park. If appropriate, access will follow a preexisting logging road to the 
area. Potential area amenities include, but are not limited to: equestrian parking, 
equestrian hitching posts and waste bin, picnic tables, vault toilet, potable water, and 
informational/interpretive kiosks. 
 
Camping 
 
Camping Area: A camping area will be developed amongst the pasture and pine grove 
north of Highway N and east of the Simpson house. Access will stem off of County Road 
N-337D, north of the DUA. Potential amenities include, but are not limited to: primitive 
camp sites with fire rings and picnic tables, vault toilet, potable water, and platform tent 
sites.  

 
 Trailheads 
 

Primary trailheads will be located in the North and South Day Use Areas. A secondary 
trailhead will be located near the Camping Area. 

 
Trails  
 
Hiking Only Trails: Hiking only trails will be developed north of Highway N and east of 
County Road N-337D with at least 1 connector trail. Designated backpack camp sites will 
be established along the trail, excluding areas near Coon Den Bluff. 
 
Multi-Use Trails: A system of shared multi-use trails (hiking, biking, and equestrian) will 
be established south of Highway N along with a section north of Highway N and west of 
County Road N-337D.  
 
ADA Leisure Trail: A paved ADA leisure trail loop will be developed in the North Day 
Use Area.  
 
Service Area 
 
Simpson House: The Simpson house located north of Highway N and east of County 
Road N-337D has no cultural significance. The house will be maintained for 
educational/research use. 
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Barn: The barn located north of Highway N and east of County Road N-337D has no 
cultural significance. The barn will be maintained for equipment storage. 
 
Special Considerations 
 
Wild Area: The area north of Highway N and east of the camping and DUA has resource 
characteristics potential for a wild area designation. 
 
Through-Trail: Potential for an equestrian through-trail exists, connecting Assumption 
Abbey and Rockbridge Rainbow Trout & Game Ranch, INC.  

 
PROJECT PHASING 
 

1. Access and Day Use Area development 
2. Trailhead and trail development 
3. Camping Area development 
4. ADA leisure trail loop 
 
Cultural and natural resource clearances will be required before on-site modifications and 
development occur. 

 
PLANNING AND RESEARCH GOALS 
 

• Complete the park’s General Management Plan 
• Continued research and exploration of the site 

 
ACQUISITION UNITS  
 
If offered, acquisition of adjacent property may be pursued only through willing sellers or 
donors. To be considered, units should enhance the mission of Missouri State Parks through one 
of the following categories:   
 

• Resource preservation and protection 
• Recreational access and opportunity  
• Management facilitation  
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CONTEXTUAL PLANNING INFORMATION 
 
Public Input 
 
Public input is an integral part of the conceptual development planning process. The following 
includes public meetings and input opportunities held for Bryant Creek State Park:  
 

1. June 11, 2019: CDP Public Meeting #1 in Ava, Missouri at the Community Center. 
a. Public input received during the public meeting.  

2. January 16, 2020: CDP Public Meeting #2 in Ava, Missouri at the Community Center.  
a. January 16, 2020 to February 15, 2020: Public input received online for 

development alternatives. 
3. September 28, 2021: CDP Public Meeting #3 held in conjunction with Annual Public 

Meeting, in Ava, Missouri at the Community Center 
 
CDP Team Members 
 

• Laura Hendrickson – Director, Ozark Region 
• Kim Todey – Deputy Regional Director, Ozark Region 
• Carl Bonnell – Park Superintendent 
• Ken McCarty – Natural Resource Management Program Director 
• Chris Crabtree – Natural Resource Steward 
• Michael Ohnersorgen – Cultural Resource Management Program Director 
• Kim Dillion – Cultural Resource Management Section Chief 
• Amanda Pesce – Archaeologist 
• Ben Nagy – Trails Coordinator  
• Terry Bruns – Planning and Development Program Director 
• Don Stier – Design Section Chief 
• Ryan Dunwoody – Planning Section Chief 
• Zane Price – Real Estate Manager 
• David Kelly – Deputy Division Director 
• Brian Stith – Deputy Division Director 
• Mike Sutherland – Division Director 

 
APPENDIX 
 

• CDP Map 
• Public Meeting #1 Survey Results 
• Public Meeting #2 Survey Results 

  



5 

BRYANT CREEK 
STATE PARK  

CONCEPTUAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

July 2021 

APPROVED BY: 

Mike Sutherland   Date 
Division Director, Missouri State Parks 

Terry Bruns  Date 
Program Director, Planning and Development 

Laura Hendrickson  Date 
Director, Ozark Region 

Kim Todey  Date 
Deputy Regional Director, Ozark Region 

  
Carl Bonnell   Date 
Park Superintendent 

July 14, 2021

July 15, 2021

July 16, 2021

July 15, 2021

nrtodek
Signature stamp




	BRYC_Preamble_and_Mission_Final
	BRYC CDP_Final
	BRYANT CREEK
	State Park
	Conceptual Development Plan
	July 2021
	Location: Douglas County
	INTRODUCTION
	SITE GOALS
	DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES
	PROJECT PHASING
	1. Access and Day Use Area development
	PLANNING AND RESEARCH GOALS
	ACQUISITION UNITS
	CONTEXTUAL PLANNING INFORMATION
	APPENDIX

	BRYANT CREEK
	State Park
	Conceptual Development Plan
	July 2021

	BRYC CDP Map
	BRYC CDP Survey #1 Results
	BRYC CDP Survey #2 Results



