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UNITED STATES DE ~ITl;'F )t11Er R CO NATION.:tltillii'v1rw~ 
NATIONAL REGISTER OF MISTOKIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATIOrl FORM 

(Type all entries - complete appiicable sections,I 

Uarren 
FOi? HPS USE ONLY 

EN1 R'r NUMBER . DATE ·~, 

____ fu>rur=-1:).il.L ___________ ----------------
ANO/QR H!5TOR1l:: 

_ ----·- Bor_gmann)'l:iJ;;.1;,....===.,-.,.. Lockrit\N ··· ··. · · ·.· ·· ·· .·.·- · ···. ·· ·=-,,-====,,-,-.-~,,,..,_.,_.,....,.,_,_ . 
• \ ··:·---=~~=====', 

STREET ANO NUMBER: 

_____ five miies eant of Jforth,rnville on south side of County Highway D 
CITY QR TOWN: 

Section 24.._-:_ Tovmship 45N .::_ Rc1,n ,e- lH ----------------

CATEGORY 
(Check 011.-J 

[l District (g] Bui I ding 

[] Structur_c 

[J Obj("cf· 

[] Site 

[] PtJlilic 

~~ Private 

0 Both 

CODE COUNTY: 

OWNFRSHIP 

[] In Proccs$ ~ 

STATUS 

Occupied 

Uno<.:cupied 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

0 Restricted 

Uni·estricted D Being Considered O Preservation work CJ 
in progress [~ No J

P:b;:~,q"i~iHon, . D 

---- --------------- ~--·---·---
------------------- ----- ------------

CJ Agricuhvruf 

0 Commercial 

0 Govi,rnmcnf 

0 lndusfriof 

D Pork 

[..::_J Priva!e Re'>id<:1,cc 

0 l'ronspol"fation 

0 Oth~r (SµDdfy) 

[I.;] Comment~ 

Ea:::im __ CSJlLiU:: 

----- o_u Ice of Recorder o.f...ll_eeds' 1-/arren County Cour~t=b~o~t,l,S,,e~--------- ~ 
STREE:T AND NUMtltk: >-'$ 

ro 

" --------···--------
Cl TY or, l O\'/!,]: 

- - ..-------
COD L 

Harren ton ?. 4 
6; BEP-RESENTATION IN EXl~TING SUP.VEYS 
- ~IT.LC Ot--;:;IJhVl:Y: -- - - .. -

_.:,: .. ·._:, ·_ ·_-._.:··.,·. ',:::.-:·::-":":,-:~;·.t: 

"' 2• 
.; ... _____ iti "·, 01 u: LS_t_a t ,:,_U.i."1;QrLc.aL _S.tc,_v_ey 

DAT!_:: __ ~-~---=-~f<VLCY: _ l 9(i9 [_l Federal ---------+--,~ 6 [J County CJ Local z ;:,J ~ State 
rJ~:POSITC•r-:Y 1·0h ~.ur~VEY REC(>f<Ds, 

_______ -~·· _ 11.i.s oou r L_~t_a_~ ___ JI.i.XJ~ .B_a_ar_d__ 
S.\"•s.LF I ,\"c) n~M'.d"f<: 

-----··---------- - C Z 

-----------·-·--
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?iOESC~l}'.llON:· :.· .. · , <''' <·+¥,1%'.d!! :'.Vi\\ ----r~=~~~~~'-"=>'-"'~~==-:•==cc""-'==="-"'=C-""""'""""'="-=='-J 
(Che,;;k Otte) 

CONDITION 
0 Excel/en! ~ Good O Foir D DetericroteJ 

(Check One) 

0 Ahered {XJ Unaltered 

DESCRIDE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPr,";ARANCE 

0 Unexposed 0 Ruins 
--:(c::Cl:-,.-cc:-k-0=-no-cJ--------l 

0 Moved ~ Original $ite 

The Borgmann mill is a one and a half story structure, built between 
1847 and 1850 by Frederich W. Borgmann, a German-born artisan and 
fanner. This building is structurally sound with all. its hand-hewn 
Sl!pport members wood-pin1v~c.. It contains a double-door entrance on 
the east gable wall, which provided entry for 'mule teams or oxen used 
to power the mill. An unusual Dutch door ir. located on the southeast 
corner of the east wall through which the business of the mill was 
probably conducted. The windows on the first and second floor are 
boarded with wood siding and appear never to have been gla%ed. 
Although the present roof is of modern co1·rugated sheet metal, the 

.origi11al, unpainted board sheathing is nailed to the rafters. 

The mill's interior is simple in plan, consisting of the main floor 
nnd a second-story loft (sec accompanying floor plan). A wooden 
stairway oa the cant side leads to the s_econd story \·;here milling 
operations occurred. A ledge is located between the first an<l second 
floor on the northeast corner of the huilcling. The position of thif~ 
ledge suggest$ that it gave ac.ccss to mill machinery when repairs or 
minor adjust1oents were necessaryo 

The milling machinm:y, constructed of oak and apple-root wood, is in 
e;.:cellG11t co11dition and indi.catr.=F liti·.le· or no wear~ Each piec;e is 
hand-Ct'irve.d and t:.CIYi"1-.ccteU by -:.;oodcn µif,s~ Ser~arate pj_eccs of vrnod2.n 
lath l1nve been ~mployed to give ftirther stre11gtl1 and support to the 
joint.s.. 'J.'lie- dcrdgn of l t!c v;oocl0.n parts foni1inr. the r,1nchiner·y is 
Simple in pl:--m c.nd c:.1.~.plays tl1?. eccu:C<.!C.Y nc:;\c't::sa:.cy fo.c pJ..·t:cision in 
hand-crilfted rnaulincry .. 

A laiee uheel, 2ppr0:d.rnatel y 15 f~e.t \n diai'.ll"!teT and Btudded \vith 
wooden person both iidcs of the rim, is suspended on a large upright 
<l-.ci.ve shaft, loc~ted in the center ~f thP. first f10or. The Hooden 
pegs Of this Pheel mesh with the b3.rs of n cog wh~cl located directly 
eat:t of the central wheel. This ma:i.n cog wheel controls t·wo r.maller 
wooden cogs which in t.urn power the grinding and hulling processo 
The grinding stone and barley huller ace. located on the second floor 
c.lirectly a~ove. anc.l are connected to this machinery .. 

The grindi.-ng stone is circular in form and contaj_ns a hole in its 
center for the introduction of the whole-grain corn. The corn me,al, 
the p1'oduct of the m:llUng proccsn, flowed from a hole to one side 
of the stone. Tlie Darley huller :ts locate-d clor.e to tlie ~~rinding 
stone. 

Four mules in two teams po\\·ered the Borf1n;i.nn mill, although it is 
p1·obable that o:·~cn we:;..·e also used ,1s motive pm-,cr. These tean:s were 
hitched to a tonguG pr9truding fron1 the central log shaft on the 
first floor. 

Currently the mill houses farm machinery on the ground level. 

-------·- ··-------- --------·----------~-

·- '•••,• • ·••r.-···--. •c•~ ---~ ......... --·---·-----~--- __ ,. ___ ·····------·-·· .. ...,. ... .--. 

V, 

m 
D1 

z 
V, 

C: 

n 
-j 

0 

;z: 

V, 



Vl 

z 
0 

I-

u 
::, 

l CY 

'i I-

l V> 

z 

UJ 

LU 

V> 

F"ERIOD (C11eck One ot More a• Approprlaf~) . 

D Pre-Columbion I D 16th Conh.:ry 

0 15th Centvry 0 17th Centu~y 

0 18th Cenlury 

Q;:l 19th Cenlury 

D 20th Century 

f-s_e_c_c_,_r_,c_o_A_T_E_<s_l_(l:_t A_P:..;P_1_1c_•_b<_•_•_n_d_K_n_•_w..;n):__ ___ ..;C1«1ai,_,lc.S8,__5_Q ____________________ ~ 
AnEAS OF• SICNIF'ICANCE (Check One or More t>s Approprllllr;,) 

Abor iginol D Education 

D Prehistoric D Engineering 

D Historic lxl Industry 

!;j:] Agriculture D Invention 

D Architecture D Landscape 

D A,t Architecture 

[li'J Commen:::e D Literature 

D Communication~ D Military 

0 Con5ervotion 0 Music 

S."JATEME.NT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

D 
D 

D 
D 
D 

D 
D 

Politicof 

Religion/Pht. 

losophy 

Sdence 

Seu lpture 

Socio I/Human-

itortan 

Theater 

Tronsportoti6n 

D Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

The Borgmann Nill is hi9torically significrint because it is perhai)B 
the only "barley huller and corn grinder" constructed entirely of 
i.mocl left in Missouri or the Middle Hest. As one comrnentator noted 
in the late 19th century, rrr doubt if there are prcsen.tly rnore than 
one or two wooden corn mills in the Hississ,ippi Valley .... ver;r fe.,r 
were ever built (Willinm Wisser, "Corn Hills in the H:cddle Heu," 
Hachincri Institute Proceedi~,:_, 1:27, January, 1898). Pm,·ered by 
mule teams or oYen, the rni 11 Ts r.urvivvl provides cc,nsider0.hlc infoY
rnation for the study of the cn:tly rdlling industry in Missouri. 
Furthe:crnore, its unique han<l-con.st.ructcd pa1·ts e;.,~eif:pli.fy the inee ... 
neity and skill requirei:-l of e.~._ .. :'ly rctt}ers in their ()ffci:rts to it:~ro
ducc time- and labor-savin[: machinery :i.rLto their wilde.:cnQss envil'OT1·~ 
ri1<~nt. 

Dc~sir,ncd ;m<l ccnst):'...1c::...::.d by F:rederh:k 1,r:i.J.hclFi TL1rg,narm, v G~n:12.n 
irrrr.igrnnt who ha<l migrdt.ed frcm his hCJ-r1;2l;:1n<l to the Fcr:·:m2 Osat,2. Va.l.!.ey 
in St. Chaxlcu County in 18l~'.l and Fho a te,,1 yecn·r~ 1atc:r haCi settled 
with his bride in Har.ren County 1 s En,r.12;u,:; Val lcy, the rnil l p:::ovicled 
cu.sto,;1 corn grindin2 and b'nrlcy hulling for neighborin-rs .farT.,r;rse The 
<late of construction is not k11own. Tl1e local population, l1owever, 
estimates that the rniJ 1 is at le2st 110 years old and prc,bc1b]y older. 
("Handiwork of Young German is Fascinating, Some of His Tools are 
Puzzling," Washington Missourian, April 11, 1963.) 

· Borgmann probably operated his mill for only a short period of tin,e. 
Since the machinery shows little sign of wear, it- is possible thnt 
llorgroann may never have been able to fully perfect bis equipment. 
(Mr. Hill iam Bea var, present owner of the Boremann Mil 1, interviewed 

·by H. Roger Grant, staff member, Missouri State Historical Survey 
ano Planr.ing Office, June 26, 19/0.) Ancl, too, by 1851; another local 
miller, C. H. Schaaf bad converted his ox-mill to steam power. The 
Schaaf Nill, later known as Bierbaum's Steam Grist and Sai;;\u1ill, was 
1.ocated less than on~ mile east of Borgmann's mill Rn<l enjoyed n more 
L1vorable location, being ,1.t tlu2 junctiun of tw.:) r:iain county rondf-: .. 
(Bis t orz. .£! St.!. Char 1 es, l-lont_t:;omcry anC_ Harren Counties, His sour i , 
1885, p. 1033.) 

(cont.) 
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8, 
BORGMANN MILL ----------

In addit:i.on to his milling activities_, Borg~nann ·was also known 
as a manufacturer of- wooden shoes, carpet looms and other wooden 
tools and equipment These tools, excluding the mill and its 
machinery, were sold by Borgmann' s descendants at public a.uction 
in 1963. ( 11 IIandiwork of Youn[; Germ.an is Fascinating, Some of 
His Tools are Puzzling," Washi1.:'_13ton Missourian, April 11, 1963,) 

The present 01,mer plans to restore the mill to operative condition. 

-----------------------------------·-



!leaver, Mr. William F. Present mmer, P.O. Box 23, llarthasville, 
Nissouri. Interviewed by Martha L. Kusiak and M. Patricia Holmes, 
July 30, 1%9; Interviewed by !I, Roeer Grant, June 26, 1970. 
Transcript of interviews on file at the Missouri State Park Board, 
P.O. Box 176, 1204 Jefferson Building; Jefferson City, Missouri 
65101. 

2, 111landiwork of Young German is Fascinating, Sarne of His Tools are 
Puzzling, 11 Washington Hissourian,April 11, 1963. 

io j:;lfo2.R~PHt c:_ALc:.· .. ··-=oc:.A:._:Tc.cA===~=-'-·~-'--'-'--~ 
LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 
1---,--------~--------1 R 
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 0 

NE 0 0 

SE 0 0 

SW 0 0 

----.:_~ATITUoE AND LONGITUDE cooRDINAlli~ .......... 

DEf'INING THI: CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
OF LESS THA.N TEN ACRES 

• LATITUOC LONG! TUDE 

Degrees Minufos Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

38° 38 ' t,3· 90° 59' 49 " 

APPROXIMA ~E /1.CRCAG[:: OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: Les_s ___ tJ1an __ t_en ... ··- -·------------··-___ __, 

ILIST ALL STATE:S Al'!D COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 
-------- ' ---- --·-- --------

ST A TE: CODE. COUNTY COOE 

------------·-----
CODE STATE: 

c;;-UWrY:------------------1--coo~ 

rTATE -- -----··- --~~-

STATE: CODE 

cor·,c 

----·------------- --·-j 
:::: ::-----------------·------!-:-:-~~ ~ 

:lH7F~~hTRt:D Eh'.,'.' .·,··'·.,;_: '-:, ~.':·-':• • ••s-·-•·•••-•-·• 

Nt,ME AND "!lTL!:;.; 

______ 11.a.1:..t:ha L!> Knsink_, ___ _ilc_t~s;:n-ch_ l-lis::oJ·_:i.c:::1 __________ --------·------
oHGMilzt,TioN Uissouri State 1'8rk Board ---TDA-Ti:::: 

--··-------St <·t t e 11 if: tor ic.c1_l_ Su r_y_q_y: ____ q n(l. _tJ t; 1-1n_i_t1[; ___ 0lf.i-r_Q____J____J.ttly_ _ _2Q~_l~i....LQ_ 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

_,0, _1lnx_J7Ji,_J2Q£L.J.e£JJ,rnnn .. Jlllildcinfr····· . ~ 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE COD!c 

.Jefferson City t,_f:if;sour). 65101_~--.. __ ._ _ .- 24 
l2. filrto:uAl501{ OFFICER CERTIFl~AIION NATIONAL REGISTER VERJFICATION=~'--4 

As lhe designated State Lini~on Officer for the Na

ti.on.ii Historic Preservation Act ~r JC)(iG (Public J ,aw 

89-6(15), 1 hereby nominate this property fur inclm,ion 

in the.National Re~ister and cerlify that it has been 

evaluated .iccordinr; to the criteria c1nd procedures set 

forth by the National Park S<'rvicc. The recomml'!ndl·d 

level of :-.ignificance of this nomination is: 

Nalio!~al [] St.itc CJ Local [X] 

Name ---------------·-----
Joseph Jaeger, Jr, 

Tille -12ir=t_QLJ1J_.:i_couri Stat~ru:k
Doar<l, and Mi.ssouri State Liaison 

Officer 

I hereby certify that thi~; property is inclurle<l in the 

Nationc11 ·r.::e r,is t(•r. 

Chi(,£, Office of Archeolol]y and llistoric Presctvn!irm 

Date 

ATTES'f: 

Kccfr..:r of The N,1tio1iet r.eah;tcr 

----------------------

··-·,• ·-·~-.... ---~--·~-·-····~.--..... .. 
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9. 
BORGMANN MILL 

3, Hi~ of· St, Charles, Montgome:i:1 _and Warren Counties, Missouri, 
St. Louis: National Historical Company, 1885, 

1,, Wisser, William, "Corn llills in the Middle \/est, 11 Machinery 
Ins ti~ _Proceeding,;, 1 :27, January, 1898, 

---- ---------- -----~-.. -------~------------ --------












