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conpITion B (Check Ote) o  (Check Onc)
[ Altered ] Unoltered T [l Moved [} Origil.a‘l Site

Strect Water Towver was designed by William S, sames and
85 38a6 to supplement the nearby Grand Avemnue Vater Tower
ike the Grand osvenue Powor, 1t was constructed to house a
he purpose of waich was le msintain constant waler pressure
in the water muins serving the City of Saint Louis from the Bissell's
Foint Punping Statio& on tne resrby Hississippi River. It is a brick,
stone and terrua-cotia tower, scuare in creoss-seciion and 1940 8" din
helght. It is set in a circular plaza 67 feet in diameter and faces
eost.

The Blissell
tuilt in 18
of 1871, L

+

slandypipe

BATZRIOR
he exterior of the buillding mey be divided visually into four sec-—
ons:  a base comprised of rusticated stonework rising to a height
350 11 5/3", @ shaft mainly consisting of red brick with stone

courses rising to a height of 124! 5 5/8", a brick platform
terra-cotia balustrade corbolled out frem the shaft and

- on four engaged stoneg columms and rusticated stons guoining
to a2 hed A

L oof 147 10 5/8"%, and finslly a brick lentera with
a stonz and terra-cotlltz cornice supporting a pitcehed, slate-covered
iron roof surmcunted by a cowper finial rising to the full heighi of
the tower.

Ihere are pine doorways in the structure. The main door is at ground
level in the east face of the tower. Four wvore doovrs, one on each
side of the four sides of the shafl, open onto four small balconies
at the top of the base, while the remuining four doors pilerce ench
gide o the lantern Jevel and open onto the ccorbelied platform.

groups of three staggered windows eacn, four on the front and
side, and three on tne buck, are let into the walls of ©
2l egual intervals to adiit lignt inte the interior.

INTERTOR

wrousht-iron stairwvay that winds sround the pipe from the ground to
tho tup platfore sttaining a height of 145! 6“”. The standpipe dtscl

also made of wrought iror varyins in thickness from ®" ot the base
to k' at the top. It has zn dnterior dianeter of six feet and a tobal
heisht of 143' (V. '

The interior of the tower consists of a standpipe and a narrow, spiral,
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sell Strzet waler wer is significunt as cne meuwbsr of
ltiple survivael of o 19th-ceniury marricge of architecture
ence, In conjunction with its two companion towcrs, thne
venue Yaler Tower, desizned c¢. 1870 by St. Louis arCﬂitect
I. Borneit, (dohn Byran Albury. HMHissouri's Conirim

iecan Architecture. St. Louis, 1970) and the Connvon Heishis
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and Mil
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Fieldg R
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the Cit
to a ne
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or circ
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Tower 1

their
Buosis
c*ﬂtrHl

O . . " s
0w, acd c. 158Y, by Harvey Zllis for 5¢. Jouils erchi-
orge iiann, (dileen Puyllis Manning Michaels, '"Che Archi-

1 Designs of Harvey zllis," unvublished Master's thesis,
ity of Iinreuotu, 1953) it comprises a unique so

of areni-

.

L
tecturally sneuthed standpipes. Bimilar water towors compining

cture with engincering still do renain in Chicezo, Mew York

walkes, but nowhere other than in St. Louils is nmore than one
a structures oxtiant in the same place (Boward 4. Ruesing.

eport, received Harch, 1970, and lllﬁﬂ at the ceniral olfice
Missourdi State Park Doard, F.0. Rox 176, 1cok Jefferson

Builaing, Jefferson City, MHissouri 65101.)

The towers are of added iwportence in that they represent the first

and comprehensive water distribution system in the City of

is, and because of tnis, they had significant iniluence on

v's physical expugsicn. Suilders and investers vere atiracted
ishbornosd that could offer the double amenities of sanitation
e protection widch ihiszs system provided.

Tne Pissell Street and Grund Avenue Towers are also the foczl points

uwlar plazas which were constructed for their pur “ose.
are urban designs ol great distinciion. Vhereas the Grand
Tower is surrounded by shop buildings, the Bissol 1 Streek

5

s surrounded by contesvovary residences built in the 1850's

and 1890's several of which rev Cnl in their scale and in some of
arciitoctursl details the influcnce of the tower. {(Edward A,
g.  Field Heport, received March 1970, and filed at the

H
gl

cifice of the Hissouri State Purk Boaxrd, P.0O. Bowx 1786, 1204
con Building, Jeflerson City, Hissouri 65101.)
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l. Dryan, Joinn Albury.
5t. Louls, Mis Souri

1,

e Archi Lcc\uz;l bluo,

.
.

2. Muiolng {Hicheelsy, Eileen Phyllic. "ihe Architectural Designs of
Harvey 5Lllis.' Unpublishod Master's Thesis, University of
Minnesota, 1953.

3. Hevort of the Bosrd of Water Commiscioners, (St. Louis), April 11, 1837,
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ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

{Continuation Sheet)

(Numnber el entrics)

?l-
BISSELL STRLET WATHR TOWZR

CONDITLON

No material alterations have been nmade on the struc
its construction and its appesrance remains essentil
same as whoen iU was compleled, The lowsr was laken
dune 8, 1913 when now pumping engines rendered both
companion, the Grand Avepve Vater Tower, obsolete,.

received no substantive mzintenance since thet date
fallen into such a state of disrepsir that if has ©

ture si
ally the
out of use
it and its
It has
and has
gen bLoririe-

caded since 1655 to protect people from falling bricks.

Because it has been
now threatened with

deermed a danger to public safety, it is
imminent dewolition.

This description of the physical avpearsnce of the building
is based on the data dincluded in a Tield report by dward A.
Ruesing written

on February 26, 1970, The report is filec ab
the central office of the llissouri 3tate Park Board, P.O., Box

176, Jefferson Building, Jefferson City, Missouri

65101 .
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INVEHTORY - NOMBILTION FORN St. Touis Gity
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ENTRY NUMDBER OATE

Missourd

(Continuation Shect)
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Ee

BISSELL STRERD WATER TOW=R

The Bissell Strect Tover is also significant as an Arcnitect-
desigrned landmark of the neighborhoond. As a tall, vertical

(] & k]
element, it has served as an eorientatiocon and location reference

point for the arez.

The structure was designed by William S. Zsnes who was Deputy
Commissioner of Public Buildings in St. Louis from 1883 to 1886,

A praduate of Vashington Undversity In 3t. Louis, Zamas was onc .
of the founders aud the Tirst president of the St, Louis Chapler

of the Anericen Institubte of Avchitects. He was nationszl presi—

dent of the A.I.4. in 1904-1G05,
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[ Rumber atf enteteny
Se

BISSELL STRENT WATHR TOWzR

L, Ruesing, bdward A. ¥Field Report, received March 21970, and
filed at the central coffice of the Missourl State Park
Board, F.0, Box 176, 1204 Jefferson Building, Jefferson
City, Missouri 65101,
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Form 10-341

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 7 Missouri.
- COUNTY
NATIORAL REGISTER OF HiSTORIC PLACES
e Sty douts City
PROPERTY MAP FURM FOR NPS USE ONLY
{Typc all entries - attack to or enclose with map) - ENTRY NUMEER PRIE
R S L AT _
lcommon:  Bissell Streel Water Tow or  Red ’*»ter Tower
o AND/OR HISTORIC: n_iLCI‘ D‘LVlh] on ;:;‘Ldnc, 31 W_Q_NO., 2
{& Lt L ATION SRR T e K
- S\F‘?‘: .F._'| AMND HNUM BER:
—_— Intersection, Bissell Street and Blair Avenue
C:TY OR TOWId:
S5t. Louis
ST ATE: COpE [COUNTY: coDE
. Missouri 2h St. Louis City 510
3. 14AP REFERIHCE . e T T T
SOURCE:
] U.5.G,8, 7% Quadransle  Granite City, I11.-Mo, |
SCALE: 1:24,000
DATL 1954

[, REQUIRELENTS

10 PEINCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Letitude and lengitude reference.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIONR

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

{Type al

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

STATE

Missouri

COUNTY

5t. Louis City

FOR NPS USE ONLY

. T2 .
coeT:  Bisse

ANDSOR HISTORIC:

1l

o

LOCATION

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE:

ISTREET AMD NUMBER:

_St. Louis

Missourl

B, PHOTO REFERENCE

24 St. Louis City

[ entrics - atiach to or enclase with photograph) ENTRY NUMBER RATE
troet Water Tower or Red Water Tower
Jdoter Division Stondpipe o, 2 —
_ Interscctior, Bissell Street and Blair Avenue
CODE [COUNTY: CoDE
510 |

proTo creniT:Havard A, Ruesing, Adminisirative Assistant to the Mayor of St. Io

CATE OF PHOTO:

Februsry 26, 1970

tegative Fieeo av Migsourd Stete Park Board, P.O. Box 176

ENTHFICATION

A -
DESCHRIBE VIEW,

120k Jefferson Building, Jefferson City, Missouri 65103

DIRECTION, ETC.

View looking wrst on Bissell Street., Detall of the entrance and
base of the IPiscell Street Tower, east side.
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NATIONAL PARK $ERVICE

Missouri

COUNTY

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
. St., Louis City
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS$ USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER CATE

(Type a1l entrics - aitach fo or enclose with photodraph)

D N I A S N N

coMMon: Rissel] Siroel Water Tower or Red Water Tower
L0

_lanoremmssomie:  yater Division Standpipe No. 2

STREET AND NUMBER:

| Interseclion, Bissell Street and Blair Avenue
CITY OR TOWHK:

St, Louis

STATE: CODE [COUNTY: CoDE

- Missouri _ . 2h St. Louis City 510
B. PHOTO REFEREMCE - IR A A L R
FHOTO cRECIT:Edwnrd A, Ruesing Administrative Assistant to the Mavor of St, Lou:

oaTE oF proTo:  Februzry 26, 1970

pEcaTivE FILED AT: Missouri State Park Board, P.O. Box 176
1204 Jefferson Building, Jefferson City, Missouri 55101

{4 IDENTIFICATION,

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIREC IION, ETC.

View locking west on Bissell Street., Detail of the observation
platform and lantern of the Bissell Street Water Tower, east side.
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NATIONAL RECISTER OF HISTORIC PiLLACES

St., Louis City

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

{Type all entrics - attach fo or enclose with photugraph) ENTRY NUMBER DATE
O NAME: T T T : .
COMMON: %1sa011 ot703t uater Touor or Red atvr Townr
_ AND”ORHEJEEKI ,Haﬁ D1v7 sion Stﬂﬂ hlpe Vo. 2
12, LOCATION _ . P ho
S TREET AND NUMBERT T T '_—
- Intersection, Bissell Strect and Blair Avenue
CITY OR TOV¥'N:
St. Louis
STATE: COpBE ICOUNTY: CODE
o Missour: T_ 2L, st. Lowis Gity . .| 510
B PHOTOREFERENCE 7 o7t \ T
PHOTO cREBITFdward 4. uesino, Adm:ﬂlstratle Q%ulstant to the Mivor of St, Lonis

IDATE OF PHOTO: Fr\b:;_---np\y 20‘ 1970 _
peEcative FiLeo at: Missouri State Park Board, P. O Box 176
] 1204 Jelferson Building, chferuon City, Missouri 65101
[4. IDENTIFICATION . T T T

DESCRIBE VIEW, RIFECTION, ETC.

View looking scuth on Blair Avenuwe, The Bissell Straet VWater Tower,

north side.
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NATIONAL PARK SERVYICE Missouri

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES couNTY
| St. Louis City
PROFERTY PHOTOQCRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER ] CATE

(Type all cotrics - attach to or enclose with photograph)

[V NAME: . ST _
SEP“O“ %1qce Tower or Red wWater Tower

4‘*1 i

E Standnine MNo. 2

ANDYOR H|5TORIC.

[.-LOTATION

STREET AN[) NUM"‘LR

- Intersection, Bissell Street and Blair Avenue

CITY CR TOWN:

St. Louin

STATE: T CODE COUNTY: CODE
o Missourd _ 2l St. Louis City d_;lg_
CPHOTOREFERENCE 7 . - '

iﬂ?LngED”’mdward . ~uesing, Administrative Assistant to the }gyor of St. Lq

Eﬂiiﬂ‘fﬁ?liu‘“eo,d*r“ 2a, l TG

NEGATIVE FILED AT Micoourd State Park Board, F.O. Box 176

I A, Vo LQiTP«u on_Building, defferson City, iissouri. 65 l_J
CADENTIFICATION o ) S I A A S ; -

DFSCRIBE VIEW, DII'!EC‘EJON ETC.

View looking wuest on Bissell Street., The Bissell Street VWeber Tower,
east side.
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