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10 yards nor theas t
......, . cew.t·· ", M A' "" ," .... -- -
~ 2 . Fu rther Oescti p tion u l Im port ant Fea tures The f r ont of t h e hous e i s marred by 190 0 glassed-in ...'a post
porch. This porch hides t h e original pattern of window a nd d oo r openings , and might have g

:J'

caused them to be altered . Behind the porch , this ele v a tion has a gab l e front and a wing . ~

The g abl e front has one window and p robab ly originally a single leaf door. The wing, also z
r~

probably h a d one window and o ne doo r . Because t h e wing has been a l t e r e d so mu c h , i t is 3
!Eo

impossible to tel l i t s exac t a g e . I t would appear that the left-most segme nt of the wing C'

was built p os t 1 880. The onlSpart of the house which appears to be wi thou t doubt an7e-
bel lu r is that be~eath the ga l e o This section has · 6/6 , s imply fitte d windows . Th e cont)

43 H istory and SI!lllIlIcancc The Wright-Hootman ho u s e was built prior to t he Battle of Athens . It
i s o ne o f the very few antebellum str uc t u res from the original town . Du r ing t h e 18 60' s the
house : was o c c upied by Mrs . Sus an An t hony and her son . It was owned b y the McCarty f a mi l y
c . 190 0 , and by t h e Wrigh t Family c . 1918. The Hootmans purchased the property next , it i s
still within t h e Hootman es tate .

--
. -1 . Descnuuon 0 1 Env i ronmen l anti Outbu i l d inGS Th e house f aces s o u t hwe st, o verlooking Sp r i ng Street
in Athens . To t h e west and northwest are various small outbuildings including an outhouse
and a hen coop . Th e house is girded by a di lapidated woven wire fence and surrounded by
h eavy b ruch a nd smal l t r e es.

.5 Sources o r. tn ton n a non 46 . Pr c uarud by Roger Boyd
& John Thoma s

I nte r v iew with Betty Wilson, 4/86 47. Orqanizauo»

~0-.B.PC
48 . Da te 14 ~ . ReVISio n Oat etsj

6/86

nrbruek
Sticky Note
No physical photos with this survey
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42 . r e mai n de r of t h e ho us e h a s v a ry i n g lighting patterns , ma i n l y 1/1 .
o n a h eavy s i l l , up o n a fie ldstone fo undat ion .

Th e hous e rests
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Moved' l
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15 NalllU 01 ESlalJlIShCd Distr ict 41. Distance 110m and
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~ 2 . FurllHH Des cri ption ut Important Featur es Fo ur walls and a partial wall o f the water whee l s uppo r t a re

a l l t h a t rema in o f what was a t h r e e story mill. The s outhe ast wa l l is p ie r c ed by 5 l ow
arched windows , some of whi ch have c o l l a s p e d . The wa l ls themselves are about 3' t hick, ma de
of s t one q uarr ied from t h e De s Moines River bluffs a n d brought to the site b y o x d rawn stone
boat s . The wa l ls now stan d abo ut 12' high. Atop t his first floor were t wo mo r e l e v e l s of
f rame c o n s t r u c t i o n . Th e l ower t wo l e vels were equipp e d as grist and f lou r mil ls and t h e
t hird was a woo l e n mill.

43 H lslory "nd S'!lnilicancl: Th e mi l l wa s bui l t by Arthur Thome in a b o ut 184 3. A weal t hy Kentukian ,
Tho rne s upp l i e d the capital t o b u i l d the mill. Th is served t o s t rengthe n the ove ra l l e c onomy
a n d i n c r e a s e t h e import an c e of Athens. As ide fro m Th ome, the mi l l wa s owned or manag e d by
a Mr. Colton (pro babl y a r elativ e o f Th ome ) , Maj o r McKe e, John Parker, Ge o r g e Gray , I s sac
Gray, Hi r a m Bi e dma n , a Mr . Cur t i s and a Mr. Holland. It i s t hou gh t that Georg e Gray (co nt)

H De scnption 01 Environment and Outbu lldinq s
Th e mill r emains border the Des Moine s River which is to

the northeast. Because o f s easona l flooding nothi ng of the mi ll's de p endencie s rema i n .

46. Preparud by Roger Boyd
& J ohn Thomas

---------------------------------...,.-------------fl
45 Sources ol.lnlormalion

41. Or qaruzauo»

NEMO RPC
48, Dale !4(J. ReVISion
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43 . built the first s t o r e ho use for the mi l l. Although no tra c e o f this bui ldi ng remai ns ,
it stood ne ar t he mi l l site . The mi ll ceased p r oduct i on in a bo u t 1888 . At th i s t ime
it was owned by I s s a c Gr a y . He and 3 part ne rs , wel l s , Ande r s o n , Chidister had p urchased
the operat ion i n 1866 . lIe was the s ale o wne r by 18 78 . In 1888 he had the frame po r t ion
of t he mill, a nd the millstone s take n to hi s fa r m in Croto n , Iowa . A barn was construct
e d from thes e ma t e rials (the s to ne s were p l a ced in the fou ndat i o n) I n the late 19 20 's
t his barn was struck by lightn ing and burne d t o the g round .
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lnt er io r Poor
~ Co u rd ina tes UTM Bur l i ngton , I owa

l iJ l Exl cllor Poor
.-
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St r u c tu re I ;
Putlilc? No XI Underway? No ~

10 Silt: I I

OUII<1i /l9 P'1 o tne c i I I 26 . Local Contact Person or Organizalion 39. Endangered? Yes I)i!

12. Is II Yes IXI NEHO Regiona l Planning CQINn .
By Wh at? No I :

11. On N"III, nal Ye s I 1

" "\J1~ le l? No IX EllglLJl e? No I 1 27. O ther Surveys in Which Included Neg l ect

1:1 Parr 0 1 EstaLJ . Ye s I I 14 . District Yes I I 40 . Visible Irom Yes I '

His l. [) I~ I.? No tool Poten!'l? No 0<1 Public Road? No ~

I~ Name oJ ESl aLJl lslled Di strlcl 4 1. Dislance Irorn and
Fronlage on Road.

~ 2 . Fur tn er De sc ripuon 0 1 Im po rtan t Feat ures Th e ho us e has be en much a l tered during it 's h is tory .
l.'

The
front f a c ade o f the str uc t u r e has fo ur bays 3 wi.ndows and single l e a f doo r . The s i de s of

ca
~

the house ha v e t wo windows in e ach ga b l e end , a n d t wo windows i n t he r ea r shed roo f add i tio ~

The addition runs the f ull l e ng t h of the house . The exterior of the house i s s i mply de t.a i.Le 1:1 ,
t he wi ndows have p la i n trim . Many o f t he windows have been c ha nge d from 6/6 to l / l. The
ho us e is c overe d with asphalt s hingles wh ich h ide a ny possible t races of other architectura
features . Theho us e re s ts on a hea vy sill. It was covered originally by c lapboard .
---
4J HI story and S'!J1l1 llcanCl: Th e fi r st house on the si te was a l o g s t r uctur e t ha t s tood at t he wes t

corner of the Widow Gray hous e . The Widow Gray struc ture , a s i ng l e s t o r y frame hous e, was
constructed i n 18 5 2 or 185 3. Jane Gray was the widow of I ke Gr ay , one of Isaac Gray 's
chi l dren. The l o g s tructur e may have be en occup ied by Isa a c Gray o r perhaps Jane Gray 's
husband before thei r marr iage. Whe n Jane Gray ' s h usba nd died has no t been determi ned (cont

H De sc n p t ion 0 1 En vironment and Oulbuildings The hous e fa ce's t he Des Mo i nes Ri ve r which i s t o the no rth
eas t . To the wes t is the I s a a c Gr ay hous e site . Also to t h e west are two new out buildi ngs

-
45 Sourc es or.tntonnancn 46. Preparud by Roger Boyd
Personal i nte r vie ws; Lonnie Gray , Ber t ha Parke , Arc h ie Buck, & J ohn Thoma s

Ea rl Wr i gh t 47 . Organization
Kahoka Gaze t te-Her a l d , Oc t ober 10, 19 30 , October 17 , 1 9 30 NEMO RPC
Anders 19 75 : 25 48 . Dal e \ 4::1 . Revrsi on Datet s]

1/ 86
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43 . but by the 1861 Battle s he is r eferre d t o as widow Gray . Per sona l interviews
a lso con f irm that the house is t he one that was o ccupie d by Widow Gra y . Widow
Jane Gr ay live d in t he house unti l t h e day of her d e ath i n 19 21 .

Th e Ha ro l d Cecil 's live d i n t h e ho u s e in the 19 30' s .
ho us e for a wh i l e . Th e wes t roo m wa s us e d as a s tore f or a
the 1940's Ke nneth Ooud moved i n t o t he hous e wh i c h h e owne d
year s ago . Kenneth Ooud wa s a b rothero f Ber t ha Parke. The
by Cloy ce Re i gha rd , a relat i ve of Bertha Pa r ke . I t i s us e d
summer resi dence .

An o ld man live d in t he
perio d o f t ime . In
unt il h i s death s e veral
h ou s e a nd p roperty is owne d
as a par t - t i me we eke n d &
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Pu tllie? NoXI Underw ay ? No. I
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15 N am u 0 1 Eslabllshed Dis l r ,c l 41. Dis tance from an d- Fr o ntage o n Road.

<2. Fu rther Oes cripu on uf trnpon an t Fea tur es The Smi th ho te l i s a s ubstantia l 2 s t ory frame s t r uctu r e ~

built . ' t he 18 40' s . It has f i ve r a nk e d fron ta l f a c a de which f a c es t h e s o u the a st and 9I n a
:r

what wa s Vi rginia Stre et . The northeas t a n d the s o u thwe s t f acades a r e gable ' e n d s e a c h ~

having 2 bay s each s to ry . The s t r u c t u re i s a c cen t e d wi th a simp le fr i e z e wh i c h f orms zon
'"re t urns o n t h e gab le e nd s . Th e r e a r e leva t ion h as t wo doo r s on t h e l owe r sto r y, a nd 3 :J
~

wi ndows on the upp er o ne . Th e r e a r of t he hou se is domina t e d by a one and o ne half sto r y ~

s erv ice e l l. This e ll has o n e win do w and a doo r on its s o u t hwe stern side , a window o n t he
no rthwes t ern s ide a nd t h r e e wi ndows , a porch , a nd a·doo r o n i t' s northea s t e rn e leva t ion . (co r )- - - . .

43 History and S'!ll1illCanCc Th e Smi th Ho t e l was lik ely con s t r uc t e d b y Alex Smith . It ma y h a ve first
s erved a s a p r iva t e r e s i d e n c e for t he Smith f a mily and shortly t hereaf t er b e came " t h e
Smi t h Hote l " . Alex Smith. a lso served as a Jus ti ce of t h e Pea ce i n e a r ly Athens . Col. Da vid
Moo re us e d t h e hotel as his h e a dqua rte r s d ur ing hi s o c c upatio n o f Athens (ca . July 22 , 1861
t o Oc t ob e r 29, 1861) . It i s not r e cord e d i f Smi t h ' s Hotel was commandee red b y Moore , (c o n t )

H Descnurion 01 En vi ronm en t anti O ut b u i ld in g s There wa s o nce a orchard between the house and the bar n
to the nor thwes t and a sing l e pri vy was l o c a t e d b etween the orchard area & the house .

45 Sources ol.ln lorrnal ion 46 . Pr c par ud by Roger Boyd
Inte rview with Berth a Pa r ke, 10/85 & 11/ 85 & J ohn Thomas

47 . Org ani zat ion

NEMO RPC
48 . Da le 14!J. Revrs ron Datets )

1/ 8 6



4 2 . Al l o f the wi ndows in t he structur e that remain are 6/ 6 wi t h walnut s i l l s . Th e hotel
r ests on a f oundat ion of f ieldsto n e and i s on hand hewn si ll s . The r oo f on both
sec t ions i s a simple low g a b le o f wooden s ha kes c o ve r e d with co r r uga t ed tin . Th e
e xteri o r of the structure is c o ver e d wi t h c lapboard and a ppears to have been pai n ted
a r e ddi s h brown at one time .

The ma i n e ntr a n c e to t he hote l i s on t h e Vi rg inia Street f a c a de . Th e entry door
(like a l l o ther s remai ning i n t he b ui lding ) i s s i ngle l e a f , a nd probab l y had a Rocking 

ham type knob (one knob surviv es on an i n t erio r door) . The main s ect i on of the hotel
cons ists o f two rooms o n e a c h s tory with a s t a i r and entryway be t ween t h e m. To the l e ft
of t he stair i s t h e room which h a s two doors opening out into t h e rear y a r d . Th e c hambe r
t o t he r i ght o f t he stai r s ha s a rear doo r wh ich op ens into the service e l l . The ell
cons is t s o f t wo r oo ms o n the l ower fl o o r and a l a r g e l o f t. The l o ft i s gaine d b y a bo xe d
sta i r in the north corner o f the r ear r o om. Th is r oom also has a larg e c istern under its
f loor . Both rooms i n t h e e l l have a wainscoa t of horizonta l boa rds which e x t e nd t o a
he i ght o f 34 " above the f l oor . The Smith Hotel wa s h e ate d by wood stove s . Al l o f i t s
windows and doo rs a r e t rimmed wi t h simp le fl at mil l wo r k. Al l t he f looring has been
r e mo ved to facilitate the brac i n g and shoring up of i t ' s s uper str uctur e .

43 . which would i n d i c a t e t he Smith 's were s outh e r n sympath i zers who se p r ope r ty s u ffered the
s ame fate as that of George Gra y , Wi dow J ane Gray , W. H. Spurgeon and ~li .l liam Baker o r if
Smith vo lun t ari l y a l lowed Mo o r e t o us e .t h e structur e.

In 186 3 J ohn A.W. Smith , son of Al ex Smi t h , marr i ed I s a b elle P . Shackle f ord . John
& Isa bel l e Smith live d i n the ho t e l . Isabe l le d i e d in 1903 . I n 19 0 6 J o hn Smith married
~oui sa M. Bryant . The John Smi t h ' s we r e stil l liv i n g i n the s truc t u re i n 1 9 10, al t hough
~t was no l onger op e r a t ed a s a hote l. It i s propos ed t ha t i t cea s ed op eration as a hotel
In the l ate 188 0 ' s whe n At h ens b e gan a r apid decline wi t h ma ny o f the resid ents mo ving t o
Revere with the c oming o f the ra i l road to t ha t town. J ohn Smith died i n 1916 , & i s buried
wi t h h i s first wi f e , Isa belle , a t t he Athens Ge mete r y.

Rober t L. Smith (So n of J ohn A. W. Smith ) and h i s fami ly a re t hought t o h a ve lived i n
t he structure fo r a f ew y ear s . Robe r t Smith & hi s wi f e , both d ied i n 1 92 9 and a re buri e d
at Revere . I n t h e 19 30 ' s the p r ope r ty wa s o wned b y And rew Ga l l o rd . Th e l a s t r e s i de n t of
t he fo r mer ho te l wa s a woman from Fort Madison, I owa .
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& 0

17 DJ I' :(5 ) Of PoriOll No K. c
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1868 30 . Fou nd auon Mat eri al -c
T 67 N, R 7 W, Cll y Uf Town II Rur al , To wn ship & Vicllllly I II Sty tu o r DC~lon Sto ne

Athens Gr a n t Ve r nac u l a r 31 . Wa ll Con struc tlon

II S,1e Plan wun Ntl/ 1I1 Arrow Ig Ar cnuect Of EIl ()ino'J r Frame
32. Roo l Ty pe & M"lerlal

/ 0 . Cont racto r o r [] " lIeler Gab le , As p hal t Sh inqle,
1 33. No . o f Bays s-

~I
2 1. Ollglna l Use , if apparent Front 1 sioe

4 "1J

Church 34 . Wal l Treatm ent
oil
'"<t

22 Prosen t Uso Masonite s iding ;:
Church 35 . Plan Sh ape r e cta ng u l a r z

'"'23 Ownershi p Pu bl ic I ! 36 . Cha nges Add inon J ! 3
ry.,

Private C<I I Exp lain All ered KI V>

in "42) Moved I J -
24 . Owner 's NiJlIlC & Address,

i l known 37 . Condi ti on
In terio r

~ Cuounna te s UTM

I " I
Extcllo r good

1<lIlV 25. Open 10 Yes KI 38. Prese rvation Yes \ I

Struc ture I ;
Pulllle? No II Underway? No .>:1

10 SfI" I I
B"Ii (1infj l)oj Ob jec t I I 26 . Local Con tact Per son or Or ga nization 39 . En dangered? Yes I I

12 Is II Yes IXI _~EMO Reg i o n a l Planni ng Comm . By Wha l? No IX
I I . On NiJll<lna l Ye s 1 I

fl, :V , ~I c r ') No 1)0{ EII VlbIC'! No I I 27. O ther Su rveys in Wh ich In clud od

iJ Pall at ESl ab . Yes I 1 14. Dls t rl c i Yes I I 40 . V is ib le from Yes 'x
Il,SI. [) ' ~ I. ? No !XI Po l en ! '!'! No 00 Publ ic Road'! No I:

15 t~al1lU 0 1 Es la bll shed Dr st r rct 41. Distanco Irom and
Front age on Road.

~ 2 . Furlher Oescr ipu un 0 1 Impor ta n t F ca tu re s A bell towe r , which has been s lig h tly altered , is
lJ'squ a re

l ocate d cen t ral ly on the fro nt (Ni'J) fa c a de. A single leaf entrance & a p o i n t ed arched 9
":7

window a re o n the 1st story l e vel o f t h e tower . Windo ws a r e rectangular & 9/9 . The c ur- ~

rent wide siding obscures a ll o t her detailing . Double leaf doors g ive access into t h e z
'"interior where a c e n t ra l a isle l e a ds t o a platform i n t h e SE end . Th e gambrel ce i l ing 3
!!

has been l owered . Th ere is a cha ir r ai l with b e a d e d siding below & ne w p a ne l i ng above. '"-

- - -
43 H lSl ory " n(l S' !l rll r,cance Orga n i zed in 1867 , .the congregation of the Athens Methodist Ep iscopal

Church wa s 1 s t served by Rev . W. J . Stubbles , who a lso serve d in Al e xandria . Nei t her
location h ad bui ldings that y e a r but bo t h had Sunday Schools , wi t h t he 1st recorded enroll-
ment of 1 50 from both communities . The AThens Suday School continu ed un t il 19 56 . This
b uild ing wa s cons t r u c t e d in 1868 unde r the ausp i c es of the c h a r t e r membe r s i nclu d i ng (cont.)

H Oescuunon 0 1 Env iron m enl an d Outb ui ld inos The church s i ts in wha t was o n c e the central p a rt; of
Athens & f a c es NW on to County Ro a d CC.

~5 Sou rces o f. l nlormal ion 46 . Prepared by Linda Harpe

18 78, 18 9 6 , 1911 At l a s Margare t Ke l ler , John

History o f Cla r k Count y Churches 47 . Orqaruzau ou Thomas

188 7 History NEMO RPC
48 . Da le 14!J . Revrsion Oarets)
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43 . Albert M. Doud , George Wil s o n & f amily , & Wm . French , & Rev . Robert H. Co l l i ns .
Ti mbe r was cut by Hami lton Hanson & Albert Do ud . Chambersburg , Athens , & o ther
no r thern po i nts belo ng e d to the Athens c ircuit in 18 87 .

I n 190 1 the building was painted & the i n t e r o r r e d e c o r ate d . I t wa s aga i n
painted in the l a t e 1940' s and new carpeting was added . In 19 5 2 , the o i l l a mp s
we re rep laced by electricity , and in 1961 the c o a l & wood stoves were changed to
an oil fu r nac e . The i nside had been reworked in 1 9 5 3 , but new floor s were laid in
1961 . I n 1 966 a n e xtensive a mount of work wa s done t o t he c hurch : i nter i or was
compl e te ly r emo dele d by l owe r i ng the ce i lings & p a ne ling the wa l ls , & a ne w gas
furnace was insta l l e d . M.E . Wes t e rbeck was the carpenter & i n addi tion to the
donated labor & mat erials , the renovations cost $ 1 ,200. Rededication servi c es were
held on New Year ' s Da y 19 6 7. In r e cen t years the Unite d Methodis t Church has b e e n
covered wi t h a ne w exte r i o r s he athing . Th e belfr y was l owered s l igh t ly a t some
point .
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Yes I I
No t1
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Pr ivate f'(l
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22 Pr esen t Use

Ab a nd o ned

St ruct ur e I ;
Obj ect 1 I
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EilUlllIO'! No 1 1

14 . DlslrtCI Yes I I

Pot ent'I ? N o txI

UT M

r==1

5 11" I I
B LJ II (l in fj D{J

10

15 Nalll u 0 1 Estabhshcd Disillci 41 . Disl ance haITI and
Front age on Road

': 2. Fu n n er Desc rip n un u l Im port ant Feat ure s The hou s e has a 5- rank f r o nt faca d e , consisting o f a c e n t r a l ,
s i ngle leaf door and t wo wi ndows on either side of i t . The 3 c entra l b a ys are s h a d e d b y a
Quee n Anne era p orch . Th e porch has f ishsca le shingle s , a n d t u r ned pos t s , fr ieze and
b r ack e ts . The gable end s o f the str uc ture we re o r igina l ly devoid o f op e n ing s s i nce the y
we r e occupied by l a r g e chimneys . The east g a b l e r e t a i n s it' s original appearance , but t h e
wes t is pa r t i a l l y covered b y a c . 18 90 rectangular b a y window. Th e r e a r of t he house i s
dominate d b y a s ing le story wing . The rear p o r t i o n o f t h i s wing is fra me a n d wa s probably
a dd ed c . 1 89Q~e--.r.e.m.~ b rick and i s o r i g i na l t o t h e b 01]c;e Tb l'> e a s t s i d e or I c o ntj

43 H t~lory an d S' !l'lllicancc Samue l Bedel l ma rr i e d Ma rgare t. Gray in Ma r c h o f 18 4 7 i n Clark Co unty .
Both we r e f rom ear ly p ioneer f amilies : D.S . Bede ll had a rri ved from Bath Count y , Kentucky
i n 18 30 & Isaac Gra y .arriy e d c . 18 2 5 i n Missouri fo l lowed c losely by his b r other George Gray
al s o f rom Kentucky . I s a a c Gra y owned t wo s l aves i n 18 50. Th e Grays c ame t o t h e Athe ns a r e a
c . 18 37. I n the 18 50 c e nsus the y o ung Be de l l f ami l y i s lis t e d a s : Samu e l , age 29 , (c o n t )

.
u

C
:J

~

Z

'"3
~

'"-

H De scnuuon ot Envirunmeru alld Outbu itd injj s The h o use fac es nort h onto county

atop a s l i g h t e mbankment , ' a bout 1/ 4 mi l e f r om Athens , a nd 1/ 2 mi l e
River . Dire ctly beh i n d i t i s a s ma ll board a n d batten smoke h ous e.
s ma l l she d s a n d barns .

roa d CC . I t i~ s itua t e d
west o f t h e De s Mo i n e s

To the e a s t a r e vario u s

45 Sources ol .lnlormalion 46 . Prepared by Linda Hazpe i

~argare t Kel l e r , J o h n
47 , Organi zati on Th oma s

NEMO RPC
46. Dale 14!J . RevI5 10n Oarets )

11/ 8 2 6/ 8 6
7/,? 4 _. ...... _.



42 . t h is wi ng h a s a smal l partia l ly enc losed porch , which appears to be a n h i s t o r i c
addi t ion . The gable ends of the house ha ve small wooden cornices under the eaves .
The f r o n t facade of the house has a corbe led cornice s i mi liar to t ho s e found on
structures of German origin (i .e . in and around Bethel , MO). The doors and windows
al l have heavy wood lint el s and sills . Mos t of the windows have been changed from
6/6 to 1/1 . The i n t e rio r of the house has been cons iderably modern ized .

43 . farmer ; Margaret , age 23 ; & a 8 month old daughter , Sarah J . By 18 60 t he family
ha d grown t o i nclude 2 more children , Marshal l o. & John B.

I t i s suspected t hat Samuel built this house c . 185 0 ' s t o accomodate h is grow
i ng fami ly .

A s o n , John B. , ha d deve loped mini ng interests in Ca li f ornia and made severa l
t rip s there . Due t o poor hea th Samue l moved to Ca l iforn ia , b ut died shorthly t here 
afte r , c . 18 80 . Margaret returned to Athens and is l i s t e d as t he owner of the property
i n 18 96 . John (b . 185 7 ) had ma r r i e d Flora (F lorence) Daubenbiss (b . 1 86 4 ) in 1883 , &
t he y made t h i s the i r home . Their ch i ldren were Georgia D. (1884-1892) , John H. , Doris ,
& Sterl ing . In 1 93 0 John B. Bede l l owned 80 acres of l a n d . John B. died i n 1944 ,
f ollo we d t he next year by his wi fe .

The ho us e t he n s t oo d vacan t 5- 6 years . The ir d a ugh t er Doris ma r r i e d Ca rroll
Wi l son . After t he death of John & F lorence o thers l i v e d in t h e ho use , pos sibly the
Wi l sons , Fred & Fann i e Bishop , the Smiths , & Joe and Coreen La nd . I t has been
vacant 10 t o 1 5 years & currently belongs to Char les Bai ley . The ho u s e i s s igni f icant
for i ts early da te o f c o ns t r u c t i o n , t h e unusual brick corbelling & its association
wi th the Bede l l f amily .
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Fron tag e on Road.

~2 . F urme: De scripuun 01 Importan t Fea tures i s
u :

The Canno n Ba ll house a modest Gre e k Re viv al dwe ll i ng wi t h
0fi ne but s e v e r e detai l . Th e structure has 2 main facades , the NE o verlooking t h e river , and
~

SW f a c i ng t he town s i t e o f At hens . Th e l a t t e r f a c a d e has 7 bays , fro m the we st end ; 2 win-
It

dows . The mai n doo r , 2 wi :1dows , t h e k i t c h e n door and a no t h e r wi ndow next t o t h e ki t - zmore II>

che n door i s hole , t h e r e s u lt of cannonba l l f i red by t h e c o n f ederate s dur ing t he Battle
3a a !?

of Athen s . Th e northeas t f acade , from the west , h as 2 windows fl a nk i n g a ma i n door , and a ~

r e c e s s e d p o rch with c h amphe r ed posts . The northwest elevation of t h e house has openings
~lY i n the gable_end wh i ch i s lit bv 2 smal l 4/4 windows . The se 'tri n rl n p c: fl"n v ~ n ( ~~ n+-)

43 H, story und Slq nrll cance Arthur Th ome , h is wife Eli z a , & their children carne f r om Augusta ,
Ke ntucky t o Clark Co un ty i n 18 43 and set t led in t h e At hens communi ty . It i s belie v e d that
h e built t h i s ho u s e .( 1 8 4 ~- 4 5 ) a s an exac t dup l icate of h is Kentuc ky res idence , bu t on a
s ma lle r scale . Eliza , b . 1 8 0 3, died 1 8 5 7 . Arth u r, who had established a l arge 3 story mi ll
beneath the blu ff , be t we e n the ho use & t he ri ver, & a dam on the De s Moines River , was (c o n )

~ ~ Oesc lIll l lo n 0 1 En vir onment and Ou tbu ildinp s Th e Ca n no n Ball Ho u s e ove r look s the Des Mo ines Ri .ve r , it ,
like the t own is aligne d ' t o the rivers cours e r a ther than the more c onventional c a rdi na l
poin t s . Th e house sits on a high b l u ff at the base of wh ich is Wate r S t reet and the ruins
o f t he Thome Mi ll . Th e s lopes of t he blu ff are Li, t tered wi th var ious hi stori cal deb r is (con )

~ 5 Sources o l.lnlorma lion 46 . Prepared by Roger Boyd
18 78, 18 9 7 , 1915 Atlas & John Thom a s
State Signs 47 . Organlzal ion

Intervie w with B. Parkes NEMO RPC
Cemeter , Census Records 48 . Dal e 14 ~ . Revr sron Date(s)
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42 . e nclose d ch i mney which r o s e through t he r oof r idge . The SE side of the house i s
similar t o t h e NW , h a ving no bays e xcep t tho se opening f rom the a t t i c . Th is f a c a d e
howe ver , i s d i v i d e d in half b y the porch . Th e hous e is cove red b y a s i mpl e me dium
p itched ga b le of s hingle s . It ha s a s i mple co r n i ce whi ch forms r eturns o n the
gab l e e nd s . The corners of the ho u s e are fit t e d wi th c hamphered boards e xt end i ng
from t h e corn i c e to the foun dation . All o f the windows appea r t o have bee n 6/6 wi th
wa lnut si l ls . The t wo ma i n e ntrances hav e t wo l e a v e s each . Th es e e n tranc e s also
had wha t were p r o bab ly mul t ipane s i d e lights a nd tran s o ms . The t wo o t he r e xte r io r
doo rs , (one openi ng o n t o t he porch a nd that of the kitchen ) , are both s i ngle l e a f .
The house r ests on a fo unda t i o n o f rough sto ne wi th i t ' s up per cou r se being dres s ed .
I t ha s a sma l l c e l l ar under t h e northeas t s e c tio n o f t he ho use . Entry t o this
c e l l ar is gaine d b y a f light o f dres sed lime s t o ne ste p s ope n i ng on to t h e porch .
Thi s e ntrywa y i s cove r e d b y double p l ank doors .

The i n t e r i or of t he Cannonbal l Ho use c onsis ts of f ive rooms . Four o f t h e s e
r ooms are s itua ted o n ei the r side o f a hal l (entere d by t h e ma in e n t r a n c e s ) , t he
o t her r oo m, being the k itche n , adjoins the s o uthe r n mos t r o om. Benea t h t he no rtheas t
r oom , an d of corresponding demensions , i s t h e c el l a r . Al l t he i nte rio r wi ndows and
doors have (or ha d) fi nely f itted o ge e mo u l d i ng . None o f the r o oms h a ve e i t her co rn
i c e s or b aseboards . Th e ho use wa s o r ig i na l ly hea t e d b y woo d s t o ve s .

Curr e n t l y , the ho us e i s p ro tec ted b y a po l e barn roo f a nd par t i a l wal l s , which
has s l owe d the decay o f t he structure somewhat . I t i s a lso pro t e c t e d by a cha in
l i nk f enc e .

4 3 . a success ful bus ines s ma n . He died in 18 55 at a g e 80 . Af t e r the Thome s t h e house c a me
unde r the ownership of Joseph Benning . " Uncle Joe " (1808- 1893) & h i s wi fe , Susan
(1 80 7-18 8 7 ) , we r e bo t h f rom Ken t ucky ; t he ir 5 c h i l d r e n we r e bo r n i n Missouri , b e g i nning
as earl y a s 18 34 . " Unc l e J o e " Be n n ing wa s amo ng t h e e a r l i e s t s ett lers of t his a r ea ,
in 18 34 he settl e d t wo miles south o f Athens . He wa s such a t a len t ed hunte r t hat his
wife us e d t o s c o ld h im f o r br i ng i ng home so many t u r k e y s . It i s unc lear who live d i n
t h e ho use f ollo wing t heir de a ths , p os s i b l y M. Sa d o n i a (1853- 192 1) b ut the house &
p roperty remained i n t h e f ami l y un t i l 1970 when Lu c y Sa r don i o Br uner , a des c endant ,
gave i t t o t h e Athens Pa r k De velop men t As soc i a t ion . I t wa s l a t e r incor p o r a t e d into
the Batt l e of At hen s St a t e Park .

The house i s sig n i f i c a n t f o r i t s e a rly c l a ss i cal des ign and fo r the r o l e i t pla y -
e d in t h e Battle o f At h ens . Co l o ne l Da vid Moo re was a c h a r i sma t i c ma n who can be
given much of t he credit f o r p lac i ng northe a st Missour i s e c u r e l y i n t he h a nd s o f t he
Unio n . He b e gan b y r ai s i ng a s q u a d o f t en men & through the u s e of h andbil l s e ven t ua l l y
encourag e d a l arg e g r o up o f men t o join . By J une 1861, Co l . David Moore 's Union
"Fi r s t No r thea s t Missouri Regimen t " h ad a bou t o ne thous and me n a l t ho ugh ha l f we r e
us ually go ne a t any ont t ime t o t e nd t o c r ops & f a mi l y . Moore de c i d e d to e s tab l i s h
camp at Athens so as t o ha v e s upp l i e s r eadily availabl e t hrough r ive r t r a n s p o r t & to
give r ein f o r c e me n t s from Keokuk & Bu r l i ng ton r eady ac c es s . When Co l . Da v i d Moore
establ i shed h i s Union troop s a long the river a t At hens i n the summer of 18 61 , a g r o up
of the c i t izens o f t he town (And r e w Ma xwe l l , Chas . Sa n f o r d , Capt . Baker & others) f orm
e d a de legation , assemble d a t h i s home on J uly 25th , & inv ited Col . Moore t o l a y down
hi s arms, t o p r even t bloodshe d & t o e sta b l ish a "p e a c e". Suppo s e d l y Co lonel Mar tin E .
Gr ee n had a r ebe l f orc e of 1 , 0 0 0 men wi th 500 on call a nd two canno ns . The Uni on



#43 . (Co n ' t)

commander was prepared for battle , d ismissed the de lega t ion , & met Co l . Mar t in Green 's
Confederate f o r c es o n Aug ust 5th , 18 6 1 . Th e i nsueing battle was the on ly ba ttle fo ught
in Clark Coun ty & was t he Northern-most batt l e fough t we s t of the Miss iss ippi River
of the Civi l War . I t wa s the rebel arti lle ry , under the comma nd of Capt . J .W. Kne isley ,
t ha t ga ve this house i t s n ickname . Th e c a nno ns fi red down the main street o f t own , 300
y a r d s away toward the enemy t r oops , but shooting was erratic . One cannon ball went
t h r o ugh the Be nning residence (see photo) & ma ny l a nde d across t he river , s e ve r a l as
f a r away a s 1/ 2 mi le i n t o Iowa . De s p i t e Co l . Green 's l a r ge r f o r c e & 2 p ieces of
artil lery he was defeated & NE Missouri remained under Union control fo r t h e rema i nder
of t he war .

#44 . (Con ' t )

The hous e i s surrounded by woo ds . No r ema ins o f any dependencies remain .
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~ 2 . Fur th er Descriu t.u n u l trn po r taru Foatures The main f a c a d e o f t h e hous e i s domi na ted by a one s t o r y ~

porch . Th i s porc h is supp o r t e d b y s e ven c h a mp h e r e d p o sts . Se t b ehi nd thes e the 0pen t o n ::r
e levation a r e 4 windows a nd 2 doo r s . Th is f a c a de fronts t h e o r iginal sectio n of t h e house ~

whic h c o n s t r ucte d in t he 18 5 0 ' s . The gable ends of t h e house have bee n mu c h altered ,
-s-wa s
~

having 1/1 ove r sized windows r a t h e r than t h e 6/6 f oun d on t he front . The r e a r o f t he 3now
~

hous e s hows a l ~ s t o r y wi ng . On e i ther s ide o f this are t wo s ma l l p ent a ddi tions. Bo t h ~

t his win g a n d t he a ddi t i o n s were added much l ate r t h an the 18 50 's .
(con t )The ho use origina lly h a d 2 r oo ms . Th ese two rooms were l o ined t o a e ther af t e r t he---

43 H, slor y an d S,o rli l ican ce Th e fro ntal p o rt ion of th i s hous e wa s r e p o rte d l y standing d uring t h e
Civi l War yea r s , & l a t er l i v e d in b y a "Dr . Nef f " . It i s be lieved t ha t thi s was George Neff
bo rn i n 1815 i n Vi rg ini a . Moving wi t h his par ents t o Ohio i n 1817 t h e y s ett l e d i n Pa l i s tin e
i n 18 34 , where h e marrie d Eli z a be th An n Green (b . 18 1 2, Vi rg inia) . Here h e was in the ho te l
& mercant i le business for t wen t y-o n e yea rs . About 18 58- 6 0 they came t o Missouri and live d
a long the Fox River & at Fa r mi ngt o n . Elizabeth d ied i n 1870. Ge o r ge moved to At h e ns (c o n t )
44 Oescu uu on of Envi runrnen t and Oul bu i ld ing s Fa c i n g SE , t he house s i ts in what was once the cen t r a L part
of Athens . I t has a number o f outbuildings around i t. The r es idence is l o c ate d 1/ 4 mi le
SW of the De s Moines River .

45 Source s o l.ln lor m al ion 46. Prepared by Li nda Harpe
1878 At las Marga re t Ke l ler , John
Intervie w with Be r t h a Parke 47 . Or gani zat ion Th oma s
1887 History NEMO RPC
Census , Cemete r y , & Mar r iage Re cords 48 . Dale 1 4 ~ . Revrs ron Oai ets)
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42 . wing a nd additions were completed . Th e home was h e ate d by s toves . No o r ig ina l t reat
ment s seem to r e main on the structure 's in t e r ior .

4 3 . and h e married Luc y J . Perkins i n 18 73 . The r e were 6 ch i ldren bor n t o the 1st
mar riage : Luc i nda , Elizabeth M. , Mary J . , Ma l inda , George Ro, & Caroline . Geo rge
d ied i n 1889 & Lu cy in 1890.

The Minap he Smith fami ly were probab ly the next occupan ts & fo l lowi ng them the
house saw several owners & r e nte r s i nc luding the Ho dg e & Bob Wol f f ami lies . I n 191 3
El i jah A. Parke acqui r e d t he hous e & prope r t y . Hi s wi fe , Lucinda J . , h a d d i ed i n
1891 a t age 4 2 . About 1955- 60 Edgar & Be r tha Oo ud Park e became t he owners . Ed ga r .
(b . 190 3 ) d i ed in 1965. A son , Richard , r emodeled the house & Bertha continue s t o

make t h i s he r e residence . The house is s i gnif icant as an e a r ly e xtan t exampl e of
a rch itecture in the Ant e bellum t o wn of Athe n s .
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~2 . Funner Oescr ip turn ul Important Features The fro n t o f t he ho us e was or igina lly f i ve-ranked ; a c e ntra l '
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do or a n d pairs o f fl ank i ng win dows . Due to dete r iora t ion of t he brick , the wa l l has been
c
:;:;

r ep l a ced wi t h fra me structure a nd modern windows . The l o c a t i o n of the origi na l door i s roa
occup ied by smal l f r a me entry-wa y , which p rot r udes f r om t he main facade , Th e gab l e znow a '"

ends of the ho us e a re of b r ick , s o me o f which has been r e p l a c e d . Th e wes t gable end now has !::

t wo wi ndows . The r ear of t h e ho use is dominated by a s i ng le s t o r y s e r v ice wing . Th i s wing
..

r e t a i ns it 's origina l f i x t u r e s and integrity . Hav i ng 6/6 windows , 4 pane l door s a nd louver -
~utters Th e r ema i nd e r o f t he bO J1 s e has been cons idpqbl y aJ t e r e rl Tt- h He; np',J ( r n n t- )

43 HIslOry ;,r1(J S'\llllllcancc Th e house was probab ly con s t n ic ted in t h e 18 50 's . The p rop e r ty abs tra ct
i n t he posess i on o f Da v id & Betty Wi lso n r e vea ls t h a t t he f i r s t en t ry wa s Un i ted States t o
Isaac Gr ay in 18 39. The s eco nd page h a s an e a r l ier da te r e ve a l i ng t ha t Isaac Gr ay & wife ,
Sa l l y , had s o l d the p r operty p r e vio us l y (Ma r c h 6 , 18 37) t o Ge o rge Gray . The t r a ns a c t i o n was
r eco rded on J ul y 13 , 18 37 . The p r i ce i s liste d a s $ 20 , 00 , This like l y i ndicates' on l y (co n t )

H De sc np t ro n 0 1 Environment and Oulbuildings - Th e hous e f a ces northeast , r esting o n a sl i gh t emba nkment
No o u t b u i ld i n gs f r om t he h i storic peri o d r e main .

45 Sources ot. lnlormation 46 . Prcparud by Roger Boyd
& J o hn Thomas

Betty Wi l son inte r vi ew 47. Organizalion
Property Abs tra c t NEMO RPC

48 . Da le 14!.l . Rc vrsron Dai ets)
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42 . windows , doors , and interior wal ls , as well as a kitc h e n addi t ion . The hous e r e s t s on
a concrete basement , poured within the historic o ne .

4 3 . t h e prope rty changed hands & tha t a dwe l l ing was no t l ike ly present a t tha t t ime . Page
3 of the abs t rac t i s l i s t e d as an orig i na l en try : U. S . t o Geo rge Gray i n 1841 . The
prope rty was so ld t o Isaac P . Gray (son of George Gray) & Samue l Bede l l (s o n-i n- l a w of
George Gray) , i n b e half of Lucas Thompson & Co . The a bstract lis t s the proper ty as
"s o l d for debts " Lu c as Thompson & Co . vs . George Gray : $1 ,458 . 40 owed - paid $1 ,376 .65 " .
Th e p u r chase p rice i nd icates a house of s ubsta n tia l worth fo r the At h ens a r ea was i nvolv
e d . The page i s da ted September 25 , 18 6 3 . Geo r ge Gr a y & h i s wi f e l e f t Ath e ns the follow
ing mo n t h f or Bloomi ngton , I ll i nois . They stayed unti l the fa l l of 186 5 whe n t h e y return
e d t o Athens . I t i s p roposed t hat George Gray ha d t h e hous e c o nst r uc t e d of bricks f r om
his pre -Civi l Wa r b r ickyard . It c o uld no t be determi n ed i f Geo rge Gray a ctua l l y l i ved
i n th e hous e . It ma y ha ve only b e e n owned by him & l i ve d i n by one o f hi s mar r i e d c h i l d
ren , pe rhaps I s a a c P . Gr ay , who with Sa muel Be de l l had pur c hased the ho us e a t the 186 3
She r i f f 's s a l e . A h i sto r i c photograph o f the hous e (1 96 3 ) in a scrapbook o f Bertha
Parke 's ha s the notation that it wa s t he f o r mer home o f Reece Ha rl a n, & l a t e r Mr . & Mrs .
Edwa r d Bishop . Th e hous e was owned i n 196 3 by Mr . a nd Mrs . Joe La nd . During t he Ba t tle
o f Athens , t he Confedera te cannons were placed a nd f ire d from i n fro nt o f this house .
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p ho tographs o f t h e s truc tur e (c . 192 0's) show it ' s

The main it 's r ight Th i s
0

f ron t faca de t o ha v e b e e n f our r a n ke d . ent r a nce was cen t ra l bay . :J"

e n trance was a sing l e l e af doo r with sideligh t s a nd a t r a n s o m. The windows .in this f a ca de ~

6/6 double hung with louve r e d shutters . The gab le ends of t he ho u s e each had wi n -
zwe r e t wo '"dows fl a nk i ng l a r ge f i r epla c e c himney ' s . The f ur viv i ng portion o f t he house i s of two rooms ~

l o c a ted in a r e a r wing . Th i s wing has two bays on each side , a nd a w i.nd o w i n it ' s gable end. ~
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43 Hi story "no S'!lnll,cance The bui l de r of t he s t r ucture i s u nknown . Al though it was s tandi ng prio r
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18 70 at las shows a p l a t of Athen s with the l a nd upon whi ch s t ands being owned by James
Stafford . Th is i s the ear l ie s t name which can be directly r elated to the structure . Mr .
Stafford (b . , d. ) and his f ami ly are buried i n t he Athens ceme tery . The next

(c on t )
~4 De scrru rion 01 Environ rn'enl and Outbuildings The ho us e face s s outh . Va rio us o utbu i l d ings ; a .srnokeho use ,
privy , henho use , a n d t wo small barns are scattered to the no rthe ast . Ne ar the enc l osed
porch is a large brick well.
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42 . i t ' s door and window openings a r e ornamented with l o w ped i men t s . A s tair in the remain 
ing r oom l e a d s t o a s ma l l ce llar .

43 . owners of the hous e we r e Edwin and Emma Smi t h .
t hei r front porch , c . 19 1 0 . The hous e has been
f rontal sec t ion co l lasped i n c . 19 50 .

An h i stori c photograph shows t hem on
unoccupied s ince the 19 30' s and t h e
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(the southe ast) has had i t' s windows changed f r om t he origi na l 6/6 t o 2/2 . . Al so , t he t r a n- 9
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s om o n t he do or has been c l o s e d o ver . This s ectio n of the house i s t opp e d by a l ow gable ~
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OJ

These end s are unligh ted at at tic l eve l . The nortehast ga ble end has 1 do o r and one wi.ndo w 3
!?

on t he fi rst f loor , and t wo wi. ndow s on t he s e cond l e ve l . Th e s e wi nd ows a r e t he o r i ginals
.,

and are 6/6 . The door has h ad i t 's transom closed o ve r . The southwest ga b l e end has one
wi ndow o n each le~el , t he main part of the wa ll take n up by a l a rge f i ren lrl r e rlnn (rnnt-\

4J HISlory ilnd S'!lnlf,canct: James W. Townsend , son of Rives H. Townsend (b . 181 5 , Mary land) , who .
came to Clark Coun ty i n 18 30 & married Elizabeth E . Bedell (b . 1823 , Kentucky ) i n 18 46 ,
wa s a po l itician , mercha nt, & at one time t he largest grain dealer in the northern part of
t he county . Bor n i n 184 7 , James purchased a 1/ 2 interest i n 1868 i n the sto ck o f goods of
J oh n Stafford , the firm be i ng Staffo rd & Town s e nd for 8 years , after which Towns end be ca me
sole proorieto r. Ollrj ng r h j s t-j me .Lamas marri ed Add ; e l.we t s tnnp J n 1870 , bOhlp3rer (r nnt)

44 Ouscllptlon 0 1 Environm'enl and Oulbuildings Located in the centra l part of Athe ns , t h e l arge )"louse
faces SE o nto Co un ty Roa d CC . I t s i t s on an e mba nkment . I t i s l o c a t e d ou t s ide o f the
p ark area .

45 Sources ol.lnlormalion 46 , Prepared by Linda Harpe !
Margaret Kel l er , & Johr

18 78 Atlas 47 , Or qaruz ation Thoma s
I nte r v i e ws with Mrs . Gray NEMO RPC
Cemetery & Marriage Records 48 . Dale 14~ ReV ISIo n Oatef s)

1887 Hi s to ry 19 00 Census 11 / 8 2
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4 2 . ch i mney . Th e r e a r of t he ho us e i s domi nated by a one story wi ng .
o rig i nal doors and windows . The sou t he a s t sid e o f t hi s wing ha s a
pos t s . Thi s porch ha s been g lassed i n . The inte rior of the ho use
all o f which have been considerably altere d .

This wing has s ome
porch wi t h champhered
ha s 6 main r ooms

43 . she died the fol lowing y e a r at a g e 2 2 . In 18 7 3 , Hattie Curtis , daugh t er of J .C . Curtis
o f Athens , be c ame Mrs . Towns e nd a nd bore 6 chi l d r e n . Th is was the Townsend residence .

Abo u t 18 76 , T .M. Ga r e bec a me a business partner . Jame s was e lec ted to a 4 year
t e rm i n 188 2 as Circuit Court Clerk . During thi s time hi s parents ran the mercantile
operatio ns i n Athens. Upo n hi s r e tur n in 18 8 6 he aga i n bec ame s ole p ropr ietor &
increase d h is bus i ne s s . I t is un c l e ar what year J a mes & his wife died or moved awa y
from the a r e a , they l a t e r mo ved t o Keokuk , Iowa .

Later J a me s (1 84 3-16) & Emi ly V. (1 846- 1929) House made t his t h e i r horne . J ames
House originally carne f r om Ohio , "Enuna " was f r om I owa . Living i n their hous e hold in
1 90 0 were Frances L . (1 8 & of Mi s sou r i ) , Lill ie Da vid s o n (30 & their married daughter) ,
Vern (9 ), & Co ra (11) . The l a ter t wo were the gra ndchildren . Owe n King (2 7) 1 a
ne phew, was a lso here . The y lived here unti l s omet ime in the 19 20 's .

Harry Be del l also l i ve d he re a numb er of y ears.

The p r operty is currently owned b y Lonnie Gr ay . I t is significant as a fi ne
example of an early brick I -ho use .
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