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CONTACT 
INFORMATION
Elephant Rocks State Park
7406 Highway 21 7406 Highway 21 
Belleview, MO 6362Belleview, MO 6362

Park Office: 573-546-3454 Park Office: 573-546-3454 
mostateparks.com



BRAILLE TRAIL
0.90-mile loop  TRAIL RATING: Easy 
ESTIMATED HIKING TIME: 30 minutes

Designed especially for people with visual or 
physical disabilities, the Braille Trail is the 
first of its kind in Missouri state parks and 
is designated as a National Recreation Trail. 
The spur from the trailhead leads to this loop 
trail, which provides views of the 7.5-acre 
Elephant Rocks Natural Area. The trail passes 
by a quarry pond, which supports a variety 
of animal life. A short spur off of the trail 
leads to the top of the granite outcrop for 
access to the maze of giant elephant rocks. A 
second spur leads to a point overlooking an 
old quarry site where Missouri red granite was 
quarried from the 1860s through the early 
1900s. The main asphalt section of the trail 
features interpretive signs and is accessible 
to persons with disabilities. Several loops are 
available to vary the hike.

*  YOU MAY EXPERIENCE:  1  Slippery conditions and/or downed vegetation  2  Natural surface: dirt, mud, gravel, loose rocks, slippery 
surface, etc.  3  Rocks, roots and/or downed vegetation on trail  4  Low-hanging vegetation  5  Physically challenging obstacles  6  Wood 
or stone steps  7  Steep grades and inclines over 10%  8  Bluffs or drop-offs next to trail 9  Bridges and/or structural crossings  10  Water/
stream crossings without bridges  1 1  Occasional water over trail  1 2  Road/highway crossing  1 3  Emergency response signs  1 4  Narrow 
passages  1 5  Raised or protruding obstacles  1 6  Electric fence crossings  1 7  Bison  1 8  Rapidly changing weather conditions 1 9  Motorized 
boat traffic  20  Unexpected waves  21  Changing water levels  22  Surface or submerged objects

 TRAIL NAME  

Connector Trail  (  )   Connector trails are available on some trails, are numbered 
and will modify your hike. See map for more information.

Braille Trail  

Engine House Ruins Trail 

 RATING

Easy

Easy 

 TRAIL EXPERIENCE  

 1, 2, 6, 8, 9

2, 3, 8

 MILEAGE

0.90 

0.40 

 BLAZE COLOR

  White

   Red

   Blue

APPROVED USAGE

ENGINE HOUSE RUINS TRAIL
0.40 miles one way  TRAIL RATING: 
Easy 

ESTIMATED HIKING TIME: 15 minutes 

Accessed from the Braille Trail, the level trail 
at the east entrance is paved for approximately 
430 feet to the ruins of an old engine house. 
The engine house originally was built to 
repair train engines and cars from the 
Iron Mountain and Southern Railroad in 
the 1890s and to service Sheehan Quarry 
operations in what is now the state park. 
By 1902, railroad cars were being operated 
regularly, shipping Missouri red granite 
throughout the country. The trail continues 
through the back side of the old quarry and 
over natural terrain.

Things To Do
Trails

Two trails showcase 
the park’s interesting 

geology and history, and feature the state park 
system’s first Braille Trail and ruins of an old 
engine house. 

Picnic Area
Picnic sites are scattered 
throughout the park, 

creating an inviting place to have lunch under 
a shady tree and not far from an “elephant.” A 
playground offers enjoyment for the younger 
visitors. 

Bouldering 
Bouldering is a form of rock climbing that 
is performed without the use of ropes and 
harnesses and is usually performed at heights 
of no more than 16 feet off the ground. A 
rock climbing permit is not required  
for bouldering. 


