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Who ya gonna call?

The Grants Management Section

• Dawn Fredrickson, dawn.fredrickson@dnr.mo.gov, 573-751-0848 

• Brooke Jameson, brooke.jameson@dnr.mo.gov, 573-751-8462

• Rebecca Young, rebecca.young@dnr.mo.gov, 573-522-8191

• Bonnie Higdon, bonnie.higdon@dnr.mo.gov, 573-751-3442

• OR, when in doubt, lwcf.rtp@dnr.mo.gov



What is RTP?
A federal pass-through grant that…

• …was first created by the Intermodal Surface 

Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA) of 1991

– 1998 Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21)

– 2005 Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity 

Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU)

– 2012 Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act (MAP-21)

• …is administered at the federal level by the Federal 

Highway Administration

• …is funded out of the federal Highway Trust Fund, from 

federal tax on fuel used for nonhighway recreation

• …provides funds for recreational trails, trail-related 

facilities and trail-related educational projects
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In the 20+ years that Missouri has had RTP funding, over $24 million has been 

awarded and over 340 projects have been completed.



Who can apply?
• Local and state governments

• Public and private schools, including 

colleges and universities

• Not-for-profit organizations such as 

trail clubs, land trusts, youth 

groups, etc.

• For-profit organizations and 

businesses, such as private 

recreational facilities that are open 

to the public
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How does the funding work?
• It’s a matching grant program

– Federal share is a max of 80%

– Applicant share is a minimum of 20%

• Cash

• In-kind contributions (labor, equipment)

• Donations (labor, equipment, materials)

• It’s a reimbursable program

– Gotta spend some to get some

– Up to four reimbursements a year

• The maximum amount that can be 

requested is

– $150,000 for trail projects

– $10,000 for education projects
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Show me the 
money!

We anticipate Missouri’s 2016 apportionment 

to be between $1 and $1.5 million.
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What projects are eligible?
Trail-related:

• Construction of new recreational trails

• Construction of trailside amenities, trailhead facilities and trail connectors

• Acquisition of land or right-of-way easements

• Restoration and repair of existing recreational trails, trailside amenities, 

trailhead facilities and trail connectors

• Purchase or lease of trail construction and maintenance equipment

• Assessment of trail conditions for accessibility and maintenance
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What projects are eligible?
Education-related:

• Training programs related to trail planning, design, construction, 

operation, etc.

• Trail-related educational materials, including print material, informational 

displays, informational and/or interpretive signs, audiovisual displays, etc.

• Safety programs that instruct users on safe trail use

• Publications related to trail planning, design, construction, operation, etc.

• Programs for environmental protection of trails
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How do I apply?
• Attend a grant application workshop ☺.

• Complete the electronic trail or education application.

• Submit nine copies of the application and supporting documentation to 

the Grants Management Section.

• Application packets must be postmarked by April 22, 2016.

• Attempt to send in your packets early, so that we can check them to make 

sure they’re complete.

• Call or email us if you have ANY questions                                

or aren’t sure how to fill something out. 
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What happens after I apply?
• The application packets are sent to the Missouri Trails Advisory Board for scoring.

• The Board will meet on Saturday, May 21, to rank the applications and 

recommend projects for funding.

• The list of recommended projects will be sent to our Division Director for review 

and approval in June; also in June, the Grants Management Section will conduct 

pre-approval site inspections.

• Recommended projects will be submitted to our Department Director and the 

Federal Highway Administration in July.

• Notice of award letters, project agreements, and regret letters will be sent to the 

applicants in August.

• Applicants of funded projects will need to attend a mandatory grant 

administration workshop, to be scheduled in late summer or early fall.

• Applicants have three years to complete their projects; this includes six months to 

complete the NEPA review.



Don’t pass GO and collect your $200 until 

you receive a Notice to Proceed letter.
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1. Complete and submit application packet.

2. MTAB scores, ranks and recommends projects.

3. Project sponsor receives Notice of Award Letter 

and project agreement.

4. Project sponsor attends mandatory grant 

administration workshop.

5. Project sponsor conducts NEPA review for 

Categorical Exclusion determination.

6. Once Categorical Exclusion is determined, 

project sponsor receives a Notice to Proceed 

letter.

7. Project sponsor can begin incurring project 

costs.

8. Project sponsor can make quarterly 

reimbursement requests.



Grant 
Application 
Overview
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Also the person who needs to 

attend the mandatory 

administration workshop later 

this summer/fall.
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• Provide location information for site-specific projects.

• For non site-specific projects (such as equipment purchases or some types of 

educational projects), provide location information for the 

organization/agency.
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�

Non-motorized single use



�

Non-motorized diverse use

+



�

Non-motorized and motorized diverse use

+



�

Non-motorized and motorized diverse use

+



�

Motorized single use



�

Motorized diverse use

+



EITHER/OR

Supporting documentation includes:

• Letter of support

• MOA

• Proof of ownership or lease/easement



• What will this grant request 

fund?

• What is being 

constructed, 

rehabilitated/repaired, 

and/or acquired?

• What phase?

• How is this project beneficial 

and what will it provide to 

users?

• Are there unique features or 

aspects to this project?

• Is there an urgency to 

completing this project?

Fund me, you will.

Use your Jedi powers of 

persuasion to sell this project!



https://mostateparks.com/page/55072/facts-and-figures#scorp

Supporting documentation includes:

• Proof of public involvement



Trail considerations:

• Surface

• Tread obstacles

• Tread width

• Passing spaces

• Slope

Outdoor structures and built features:

• Parking areas

• Access routes

• Restrooms

• Water fountains

• Benches, trash receptacles, picnic 

tables, signs, etc.

https://www.access-board.gov/guidelines-and-standards/recreation-

facilities/outdoor-developed-areas/a-summary-of-accessibility-standards-for-federal-

outdoor-developed-areas



Start early, considering how to avoid impacts to:

• Cultural, historical and/or archaeological

• http://dnr.mo.gov/shpo/sectionrev.htm

• Threatened or endangered species

• Wetlands or streams

• Water quality

• Floodplains

• Air quality

• Farmlands

• Wild and Scenic Rivers

• Lands protected under the Land & Water 

Conservation Fund (LWCF) Act – Section 

6(f)(3)

Other considerations:

• Elements that increase 

sustainability

• Native landscaping

• Erosion control

• Minimize stormwater runoff

• Use of recycled materials

• Elements that increase user safety



Supporting documentation 

includes:

• Letters of commitment or 

intent to donate from 

partners.

• Letter of support from state 

or federal agency, if project 

is on public land.

• Memorandum of 

agreement, if project is on 

public land.

• Financial assurance letter.

• Resolution ensuring 

commitment to public 

access for 25 years.

• Proof of ownership or 

access.

Long-term maintenance plan:

• Routine maintenance – who does it and how 

often?

• Public access – is there sufficient funding and 

manpower to ensure access for 25 years?

• Post-completion operation – how will user 

safety and project sustainability be ensured? 
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Supporting documentation includes:

• Letters of commitment or intent to donate 

from donors/partners who are providing 

labor, materials or funding.

• Letters of intent to donate land.
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Eligible Costs
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You mean there’s more?
Other grant opportunities
• Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) through the Missouri Department of 

Transportation (MoDOT)

– Have not yet opened grant round for 2016, but bookmark 2014 page 

(http://www.modot.org/design/2014TAP_htm_MMtmp14ee2a90/2014TAP.htm)

– Typical projects include sidewalk improvements, trail construction, historic 

transportation facilities, scenic overlooks, outdoor advertising management, bike lanes, 

etc.

• Scrap Tire Surface Material Grant Program through the Missouri Department of 

Natural Resources (DNR)

– Applications due March 18 (http://dnr.mo.gov/env/swmp/tires/tirefinassistance.htm).

– Non-playground scrap tire surface material available for running tracks, walking trails, 

equine riding areas, and other similar projects.

– Can be used as match to RTP.
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