
Parks Division
Who Are We? – What Do We Do?  

What Does The Future Hold?



2017 Parks Division Restructure  - 7 Management Regions

Northwest 
– Mike 
Morava

Southern 
Panhandle –
Colby Johnson

Northea
st – Jeff 
Fields

Southwe
st – Aric 
Riggins

Central –
Tommy 
Hicks

Southeast 
–
Kevin 
Holliday

Venture 
Park – Bill 
Oligmuell
er



PARKS are the GATEWAY into the OUTDOORS

For many Nebraskans, their first outdoor experience happens in a park.
Maybe a National Park, perhaps a City Park, but most likely

That introduction to the outdoors occurs within…..

A Nebraska State Park
Cass County is home to 3 major park destinations



and REKINDLING those imagination filled 
childhood outdoor adventures realized by just 
PLAYING OUTDOORS ! 

Creating NEW, INNOVATIVE and EXCITING 
opportunities that will address the needs of an ever 
changing recreating public, ………………

MAINTAINING OUR RELEVANCE
LOOKING TO THE FUTURE





An Innovative Public-Private Park Development Partnership



Platte River Valley Playground “The Venture Park Zone”









They want exhilaration and excitement……….



They want “FAMILY TIME” and the opportunity to  
build treasured memories and life-long traditions.































































The Finances
A Public – Private Partnership

• Estimated at $35 million dollars overall

• $7.3 million from park cash funds

• @ $28 million is being raised privately through 
donations and grants

• A financial projection report was compiled by a 
consultant – CHM Government Services

• CHM reports that when completed, the project 
will generate a 7% increase in visitation, and 
revenue to surpass expenses


