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Bennett Spring State Park 
Accessibility Information 

The symbol  indicates that the specified area is fully compliant with Americans with 
Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG). 
 
Store Area  
The park store offers clothing, camping and fishing supplies in a design that provides ample 
space for maneuvering with countertops at a height that accommodates all users. Clientele are 
advised to ask for assistance with items beyond their reach. 
 
Two accessible parking spaces are located adjacent to a concrete pathway serving the park store 
and public restrooms. A sunny patio area with benches and a water fountain provides a place to 
converse with friends. 
 
Outside the entrance to the store office is an information board for after-hours convenience. An 
accessible phone with volume control is also available near this end of the store.  
 
Dining Lodge  
Built in 1937 by the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) and on the National Register of Historic 
Places, the lodge has ample dining in a rustic atmosphere. A meeting room is also available and 
may be reserved. Recent updates have provided three accessible parking spaces with a 
continuous concrete pathway to the front entrance and an accessible restroom. 
 
Park Office 
Originally built in 1937, the park office is located across from the dining lodge. The asphalt 
parking lot is level; but accessible parking is not available at this time.  
 
Nature Center  
The nature center, located at the park's south end, provides modern visual displays of the various 
ecosystems in this park. A park naturalist is available to answer questions and have various 
scheduled programs, which can be held inside or on the outside plaza. An accessible restroom 
and water fountain are available. 
 
The large asphalt parking lot has two accessible parking spaces with a lighted, concrete pathway 
connecting the parking with picnicking, the outside plaza and the center's entrance. 
 
Stream Shelter Area – Shelter B 
Located midway down the stream corridor is an accessible shelter that can be reserved. The area 
is picturesque with the earthiness of the shelter surrounded by grass and trees. This area provides 
an accessible flush restroom, water fountain and four accessible parking spaces (two at the 
restroom) all connected by concrete pathways. The shelter has electricity, extended-end tables, a 
group grill and can accommodate 102 people. A playground is close enough for children to be 
watched from the shelter. This shelter may be reserved. 
 
Individual picnicking is also available in this area with some being accessed across the existing 
level turf.  
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Spring Shelter Area  - Shelter A 
This rustic shelter overlooking the spring was built in the 1930s by the Civilian Conservation 
Corps (CCC). The shelter is built of stone and large timber with a flagstone floor. Concrete 
pathways lead to a water fountain and an asphalt parking lot with one accessible space. A shady 
concrete patio with a firepit has been added to create more outdoor space. This shelter can 
accommodate 50 people and can be reserved. New vault toilets are conveniently located. 
 
The area also contains individual picnicking and a grass-surrounded horseshoe pit. The 
playground is not accessible.  
 
Picnic Areas  
Scattered throughout the park are picnic sites accommodating the mobility impaired. These sites 
have a concrete pad with an extended-end table and a grill. Some have concrete paths and others 
are accessed over the existing turf.  
 
Campgrounds  
Bennett Spring has five campgrounds to choose from. All five have accessible water hydrants 
with concrete pathways.  
 
Campground 1 (sewer/electric/water sites), located at the base of the hill, provides RV campers 
with an asphalt paved, shady, neighborhood-type setting. Two of these sites are fully accessible. 
 
Campgrounds 2 through 5, on top of the hill, offer woodland settings for electric and basic 
camping. There are a total of one basic and seven electric accessible campsites. 
 
Campgrounds 2 and 3 have asphalt and gravel-based sites with one basic and three electric 
accessible concrete-paved sites. The showerhouse in these loops is not accessible. 
 
Campground 4 has asphalt-paved sites with two accessible concrete-paved electric sites and an 
accessible showerhouse/restroom. An accessible water fountain and a telephone with volume 
control are located here. 
 
Campground 5 has asphalt-paved sites with two accessible concrete-paved electrical sites. The 
shower and restroom buildings may limit some users. All loops have accessible water hydrants 
with concrete pathways. 
 
Public Swimming Pool 
The public swimming pool is a pay facility operated by the park concessionaire for all park 
users. It is located centrally in the park with a large asphalt parking lot containing two accessible 
parking spaces. A paved pathway connects the parking with the concession/changehouse. The 
changehouse and pool are not accessible at this time due to lack of maneuvering room in the 
changehouse and steps leading to the pool deck. Transfer steps are in place for entry into the 
pool. Plans are in discussion for this area.  
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Lodging 
Roads and accessible parking to the various lodging unit areas are asphalt paved and for lodging 
guests only. A combination of 40 two-bedroom housekeeping units and 22 single-bedroom 
sleeping units is available.  
 
Spring Area Cabins 
Four duplexes are set in a meadow at the south end of the park. Accessibility modifications have 
not been made to these cabins. 
 
Central Cabin Area  
A variety of one and two-story housekeeping units, duplexes and sleeping rooms are available in 
this area located near the pool and off the main road. A duplex located in a shady hollow has 
been modified to provide two accessible units in this area. 
 
River Area Cabins  
Three duplexes are set in a grassy area and overlook the Niangua River at the north end of the 
park. Unit 51 is a fully accessible housekeeping unit with a kitchen and a shady porch. 
 
Motel  
A 10-unit motel is located just up the hill from the sewer/electric/water campground. Two units 
in this motel are fully accessible with two accessible parking spaces. 
 
Fishing  
The banks along the stream vary from level and grassy to 15 feet deep and gravel. Much of the 
stream corridor is shaded. Five accessible fishing sites have been developed at this time.  
 
The first three, found in Zone 1 (flies) at the south end of the park, are asphalt-paved piers 
connected to accessible parking by paved pathways. There is a new, accessible restroom within 
500 feet of the piers. This facility has a water fountain and an asphalt parking lot with two 
reserved spaces and is open year-round.  
 
The fourth access is from the newly remodeled Whistle Bridge, which now has lane 
demarcations and railings. The upper side of the bridge is Zone 2 (selected artificial lures) and 
the lower side of the bridge is Zone 3 (natural bait and other lures). The closest restroom 
facilities are at the end of the cul de sac in the shelter area approximately 500 feet away. 
 
The fifth access is just down from the Whistle Bridge, called the Suzy Hole. This is centrally 
located with accessible parking and a concrete path. This area is also Zone 3. An accessible 
restroom can be found within a short drive, either across the stream or at the store complex. 
 
Canoe Launch 
At the confluence of the spring branch and the Niangua River is a concrete canoe launch 
accessing the river. There is an asphalt parking area with two concrete-paved accessible parking 
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spaces. A continuous concrete path goes from the parking to an accessible vault toilet and the 
canoe launch. Due to the excessive slope of the boat launch, use of the launch may require 
assistance.  
 
Trails 
There are no accessible trails at this time. 
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